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Key Messages
Cereal prices have rose in recent months and were at higher levels in April compared to December 2009.
Rising food prices and intensifying armed conflict continue to compromise sustained improvements in food security.
Different agencies agree on an extremely alarming problem of hunger and deteriorating food security.
UN agencies and partners have appealed for donations to assist people affected by conflict and rising prices.

Background
The Democratic Republic of the Congo has a total population of 64,205 million with a 2% growth rate per annum; 59% of its population 
lives below the poverty line of 1$ PPP per day; and 76% is reported as undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 64205366

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 290

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2006 (MDGI) 59%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 67%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2007 (WB) 41%

Prices
Local rice prices in Kisangani decreased in February (556 CDF/
Kg) compared to Dec 2009 (628 CDF/Kg). However prices 
rose in March (593.2 CDF/Kg), and increased further in April 
(638 CDF/Kg). Maize prices in Kisangani increased in March 
(213.6) and in April (252.5) compared to Dec 2009 (150 CDF/
kg). Cassava flour prices in Kisangani have not shown 
significant variability, ranging between 323 CDF/Kg (Feb) and 
338.25 CDF/Kg (April). In April, imported rice prices in 
Kinshasa (1121.74 USD/T) were 3.3 times the international 
prices of White Broken Rice, Thai A1 Super, FOB Bangkok 
(337.25 USD/T).

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption
Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 76%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 20%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators
Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 31%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 47

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 46%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 2%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts
General instability and insecurity remains high in the eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo and in the Kivus and parts of 
Orientale Province (Uélé districts), where the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) and the Forces Démocratiques de Liberation du 
Rwanda (FDLR) continue to conduct attacks against civilians. 
The armed forces of the DRC (FARDC), supported by UN 
MONUC, responded to insurgency in Equateur Province. The 
fighting displaced 60,000 people to other parts of Equateur, and 
forced 17,000 people to flee to Central African Republic and 
114,000 to the Republic of Congo where insecurity and poor 
access are limiting efforts to address the most basic needs of 
refugees.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008
Total in the country 1814990 2555204 1669323

Total outside the country 2040167 2784383 1918424

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert
Earthquake 2010-01-28 KivuProvince 1/3

Earthquake 2010-01-28 Kivu 1/3

Earthquake 2009-11-14
ShabaProvince

1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition
Normal to good vegetation conditions are observed throughout 
the country. The general indicator of vegetation condition 
provided below is the relative difference between the NDVI for 
April 2010 and the average of the last 10 years, calculated on 
the agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER land 
cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS â€“ FoodSec

Food Security Situation
The government nutritional survey revealed alarming levels of 
malnutrition particularly in 5 provinces. 530,000 children under 
five and over 1 million women need urgent nutrition 
interventions. In the short term, GIEWS reports severe localized 
food insecurity, while WFP and IFPRI warn very high and 
extremely alarming scale of hunger.
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Dem. Rep. of the Congo is not covered by FEWSNET. FEWSNET 
coverage is limited 14 African countries 1 Caribbean (Haiti) and 1 
Central Asia (Afghanistan). Food security status is given for 
different parts of the country in each case.
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Food Balance Sheet
Total cereal production for 2009 was estimated at 1.569 million 
tonnes. The 2010 maize, cassava and rice crops of the second 
planting season are expected to be good due to above average 
rainfall. However the conflict has adversely affected production 
in several regions. Domestic availability is estimated at 1.464 
million tonnes, while import requirements are forecasted at 
721,000 tonnes for the 2010 marketing year.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies
Government efforts to undertake agricultural policies and social 
measures are hampered by civil unrest in the country. Joint 
assessment missions of the United Nations and partners have 
launched an appeal for $58,985,837 million to cover the urgent 
needs of IDPs and refugees who fled armed clashes.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Relief for IDPs and refugees (UN).

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

DRC-CONGO: Security improves for DRC refugees
DRC: Scores buried by landslide, thousands still at risk
DRC-CONGO: Return to Equateur requires peace and prospects
DRC: Minor rebels, major terror
DRC: Gaston Mbali, "When we heard the whistles, we knew we shoul...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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