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Regional

On 17 May,  x the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
applauded the region’s pioneering role in placing 
disaster risk reduction efforts in the context of adapting 
to climate change during the launch of the United 
Nations first Global Assessment Report on Disaster 
Risk Reduction in Bahrain. Based on the conclusions 
of the Report, he urged more governments to invest 
in disaster risk reduction and place climate change 
adaptation and poverty reduction even further up 
national agendas. The Report recommends 20 actions 
to reduce risks that will be considered in detail at the 
forthcoming Second Session of the Global Platform 
on Disaster Risk Reduction, to be held in Geneva, 16-
19 June 2009. For the full report, please visit www.
unisdr.org

Speakers and participants were unanimous that Gulf 
States are far from immune to catastrophe and more 
action is needed now to face weather related hazards 
that already represent more than 90 per cent of world 
disasters. Drought and rising sea levels are among the 
major weather related disasters threatening the region, 
and there is also a significant risk of earthquakes. At 
the event, the Secretary-General of Gulf Cooperation 
Council, H.E Abdulrahman Hamad Al Attiya, announced 
that a new regional disaster management center will 
be established in Kuwait to enhance cooperation on 
disaster risk reduction and management among Gulf 
States. UN Messenger of Peace, HRH Princess Haya 
Bint Al Hussein, recommended that the disaster risk 
reduction agenda be moved forward and proposed 
that at least ten percent (10%) of humanitarian aid and 
one percent (1%) of development investments should 
be allocated to disaster risk reduction measures. 

UNHCR dispatched from its global emergency  x
stockpile in Dubai one Boeing 747 and 11x40 
containers by sea of various relief items to Pakistan 
to kick-start the humanitarian response in the shelter 
sector. Tents and other items of basic need were also 
procured from local suppliers and through long-term 
agreements with international manufacturers.
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OCHA RO provided a 5 day Training of Trainers  x
in disaster management and disaster response 
preparedness in Cairo. Facilitators were the RO’s 
Deputy Head of Office and Information Management 
Officer, the Head of IRIN’s Regional Bureau, as well 
as IFRC and WHO representatives. The training was 
attended by 30 participants, the majority of whom 
were representatives of the Government of Egypt, the 
Egyptian Red Crescent and local NGOs. This workshop 
will be followed by two more, in-depth trainings.

Tajikistan

During the months of April and May 200 x 9, abnormally 
heavy rainfall led to severe flooding and mudflows in 
40 out of the country’s 58 districts, including the capital 
Dushanbe, killing 26 people.  Some 12,000 people 
are in need of assistance, of which 3,000 have been 
displaced and are living in three tent camps in Khatlon 
Province.  The most critical needs are in the health, 
water, sanitation and hygiene sectors. The affected 
communities are in urgent need of safe drinking 
water and basic sanitation facilities as hot weather is 
compounding the situation.  Staff of temporary health 
points established in the camps report a rise in cases 
of diarrhea among children. 

Tajikistan’s Humanitarian Partnership - Rapid 
Emergency Assessment and Coordination Team 
(REACT) is appealing for US$1.3 million to support 
the Government of Tajikistan in its efforts to address 
the humanitarian needs of the affected population. 
Programmes are particularly designed to increase 
the supply of safe drinking water, promote sanitation 
and hygiene, prevent the spread of communicable and 
water borne diseases and provide emergency health 
care services.
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Farmers in Tajikistan have been advised to replant flood-damaged crops as 40,000 hectares of 
agricultural lands have been damaged. (file photo) | Photo: Alimbek Tashtankulov/ IRIN
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Uzbekistan

The border between Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan has  x
been closed after shooting incidents and an explosion 
erupted in the Uzbek cities of Khanabad and Andijon, 
near the Krygyz border. It is feared that violence 
could easily spread in the strategically important 
and heavily populated Fergana Valley, which has 
seen periodic instability and social unrest since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. The Fergana Valley is 
geographically divided among Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan 
and Uzbekistan. Fergana’s instability came to a head 
in 2005, when demonstrations against a declining 
economic situation in Andijon prompted a military 
crackdown that reportedly left hundreds of people 
dead or displaced.

Iran

The Closing Ceremony of the 1st International  x
Humanitarian Film Festival was held in Tehran on 
1 May 2009.  The best Documentary film selected 
was Young Cavalier from Indonesia. After the recall 
that took 4 months, 700 movies were sent to the 
secretariat. 

The Iran UN Country Team has undertaken country 
analysis and programming for the 2010-2014 UNDAF 
country programming cycle. The UN established the 
Country Common Assessment-UN Development 
Assessment Framework (UNDAF) Working Groups 
for networking, analysis and programming as well 
as the relevant monitoring and evaluation. The 
working group will shortly produce its first stage CCA 
analysis, indicating the development challenges in 
Iran and possible focus areas for future UN work. 
This analysis will be used as the basis for the UNDAF 
programming that is to take place in 2009. 

On 4-5 May, the International NGO Symposium on 
Refugees in the Islamic Republic of Iran was held in 
Tehran. The Symposium was organized by UNHCR 
in collaboration with the International Consortium 
for Refugees in Iran, and on behalf of the Bureau for 
Aliens and Foreign Immigrants within the Minister of 
Interior. The objective was to enable NGOs active in 
the field of Afghan refugees to exchange knowledge 
and information, and to provide appropriate solutions 
and suggestions for the safe return of refugees to 
their home country. It was proposed that the same 
symposium be held each year in Iran, and that next 
year’s should focus on refugees in the context of 
natural disasters.

Pakistan
As of 27 May, some 2 million IDPs have been 
registered in the six North West Frontier Province 
districts of Pakistan; the vast majority  of these 
people left their homes since the end of March, and 
are living outside established camps, within host 
communities and temporary shelters. This amounts 
to one of the largest and fastest displacements the 
world has seen in the last 15 years, and certainly the 
largest in Pakistan’s history. 

There are currently three main groups at serious risk: 
first, the millions of displaced who have fled their 
homes with nothing; second, the host communities 
who are sheltering these people; and third, the people 
who have not been able to leave the conflict zone 
and to whom the humanitarian community currently 
has little or no access. All these groups need to be 
adequately looked after if more serious instability is 
to be avoided. A huge strain has been put on existing 
local services, especially hospitals and schools, 
by the massive influx of new arrivals. The needs of 
host communities must not be overlooked both at 
the community and individual levels for families who 
have been sheltering IDPs in their homes, some of 
them since August 2008.

On 22 May, in response to the Government of 
Pakistan’s request for support in the face of this 
escalating crisis, the humanitarian community 
launched a revision of the existing Pakistan 
Humanitarian Response Plan for US$543million. 
This is the third revision to the appeal since it was 
first launched in August 2008 for US$55 million. The 
HRP now contains a total of 165 projects by 52 UN 
agencies, national and international NGO partners 
that target the most vulnerable and worst affected 
through to December 2009. These projects address 

The presence of a large number of children in camps offers a valuable opportunity to vaccinate 
them  | Photo: Tariq Saeed/IRIN
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immediate, life-saving measures including the supply 
of food rations, safe water supply, medical assistance 
and shelter from soaring temperatures. As of 4 June, 
the appeal remains only 21.9 per cent funded (US$118 
million), with a further US$21 million pledged. For more 
details, please visit www.humanitarianappeal.net.

Yemen

Public discontent in southern Yemen, simmering  x
since 1994, erupted into demonstrations and violence 
throughout May; according to the Economist Intelligence 
Unit, 16 people were killed, including 5 members of the 
security service, as a result of clashes between the 
police and anti-government demonstrators. President 
Saleh, ruling Yemen since 1978, called for dialogue 
with southern separatists, who demand significant 
autonomy and improved treatment by the central 
authorities. 

In the northern Sa’ada Governorate, the situation 
remains tense and extremely unpredictable, particularly 
in the western districts; both sides are being accused 
of attempting to resume the conflict, and new families 
are moving to the camps in Sa’ada town as well as 
in Malaheet due to clashes and fear of a sixth war. 
Access to many parts of the governorate continues 
to be problematic for aid agencies; the planned 
Sa’ada assessment mission has not yet been cleared 
by the Government of Yemen since the household 
questionnaires are awaiting official approval. The 
Governor of Sa’ada will submit an alternative proposal 
to UN agencies and NGOs shortly.

On 18 May, WFP Regional Director led a high ranking 
mission to Sa’ada on 18 May and inaugurated the new 
common UN premises, met with the Governor of Sa’ada, 
WFP/UN partners, and beneficiaries as well as visited 
one of the IDP camps. 

According to a WFP report issued on 18 May, there was 
a break in WFP’s supply pipeline for assistance to the 
areas of the country afflicted by floods at the end of last 
year, due to insufficient and late funding. Government 
food stocks have assisted in mitigating the impact 
of the gap and in April, WFP began distribution of 
purchase commodities. However, limited funding only 
allowed for enough commodities through May, with the 
prospect of shortfalls in June. On 8 May WFP received 
a CERF grant of US$1.25 million.

Distributions of basic food packs to 350 vulnerable Iraqi families in Hassake, in northeast Syria, 
began early April   | Photo: Bridget Auger/IRIN

Syria

An FAO-led crops assessment began on 11 May in  x
eastern Syria to assess the extent of drought and 
recommend the best course of action for the humanitarian 
community, and a debriefing was held for donors on 21 
May. WFP continued with its food distribution throughout 
the month to people affected by the drought in the North 
Eastern governorates. Efforts are taking place now 
to find funding for an additional 10,000 food baskets, 
which will fulfill the needs of 10,000 families for the next 
two months. An FAO consultant is assisting the Minister 
of Agriculture and Agrarian to review and update the 
drought Early Warning system, in addition to reviewing 
and updating the national response plan.  

On 31 May UNICEF held a workshop for reviewing 
UNICEF’s EPRP (Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Plan) in which UNICEF staff, BERP managers 
(UNDP), governmental officers, head of Fire department 
(Damascus), SARC (Syria Red Crescent Society, and 
NHOA participated. The objective was to integrate 
UNICEF’s EPRP with UN inter-Agency Contingency Plan 
and other preparedness plans in Syria.

As a response to the threat of an H1N1 pandemic, a 
coordination meeting was organized in early May 
between UN agencies and INGOs in Syria working 
with Iraqi refugees. The objective of the meeting was 
to update the participants on the UN’s activities and the 
latest information on precautions to mitigate exposure 
to the virus.

        Useful Links
www.reliefweb.org
www.humaniatarianappeal.net
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www.ochairaq.org
www.irinnews.org
http://cerf.un.org 
www.unhcr.org
www.wfp.org


