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PRCS Profile 

The Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) is a statutory body created by an act of Parliament. It is the 

leading national non-governmental humanitarian organization and its main activities consist of relief 

work during and after a conflict, disaster relief and auxiliary health and welfare services for the 

marginalized people. It works as an auxiliary to the government and has a broad range of integrated 

programs and projects. The Society responds quickly in case of disasters and has the motto: First to 

arrive at the site of disaster and last to leave. PRCS volunteers and staff provide first aid, evacuation of 

casualties; food and shelter along with other immediately required relief items.1 

PRCS Humanitarian Response 

PRCS being the largest National Humanitarian Organization has been running numerous operations all 

over Pakistan. Following its motto of being the first to arrive, recently PRCS has been engaged in four 

significant operations. Their details are given below. 

 

Hunza Landslide – Gilgit Baltistan (January 2010) 

A massive landslide hit Hunza District on 4th January 2010, followed by boulders and rocks, sliding two 

villages including Atta Abad into the Hunza River. Due to this landslide, the District Administration also 

had to close a portion of Shahra-e-Karakorum between Hunza and Swat for all types of traffic and 

declare emergency in Hunza. Chinese engineers helped in removing the 263 feet high debris and 

boulders spread over about 4km stretch of the KKH. 

The debris of the houses also fell down into the Hunza River, blocking its water flow. The affected 

families have been shifted to the Govt/Army camps established in schools and colleges in Karimabad, 

Hunza. 

PRCS immediately responded and apart from helping the affected people in shifting and settling in, PRCS 

also distributed family packages to 300 Hunza Landslide affected families. One Family Packages 

contained the following: 

Food Package: Atta= 40 kg, Ghee= 10 kg, Sugar = 10 kg, Dal = 3 kg, Tea = 1 kg and Salt = 1 kg  
Non-Food Items: Jackets=7, Shawl=4, Quilts = 4 and Soap = 5 bars 
 

 

                                                           
1
 For more details on the Pakistan Red Crescent Society and the programs and operations currently running, please 

visit www.prcs.org.pk 
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Besides this, PRCS sent: wood burning stoves= 200, tents= 15, blankets= 91, tarpaulin sheets = 14, 

hygiene kits = 5, hurricane lamps = 15 and kerosene stoves = 15.  

 

All of these items have been distributed in Hunza to the affected families. 

The map showing the area of disaster and situation on ground 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: - Map from Survey of Pakistan and Assessment by PRCS/IFRC Emergency Response team 

 
To work on the requirement pertaining to psychosocial issues and issues related to restoration of links 
amongst missing family members, a joint team of PSP and RFL from PRCS moved to Hunza. Restoring 
Family Links (RFL) team conducted as assessment and found no immediate need of RFL. However, the 
RFL held a RFL orientation and training session for PRCS volunteers in Hunza so that they can handle the 
situation accordingly. The PSP team held meetings with all key stakeholders and assessed the camps in 
Altit and Salmanabad for PSP needs. Preliminary language problems faced by them were resolved by 
taking-on 4 local volunteers, which were given initial PSP orientation and trainings by the PRCS PSP 
team.  
 

PRCS Health team held and is still holding camps in 4 x ALTIT camps and provided free health services 

and medicines as per need. 

Area cut off due 

to landslide 

Risk of Potential 

Flooding 

Landslide 

Camps at Altit 
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The area beyond the blockage is still inaccessible and although local NGOs are trying to respond but far 

flung areas further up north are facing massive food shortage and lack of health services. There is an 

urgent need of accessing those areas and provision of food and health services to them through 

helicopters. 

Turbat Floods - Baluchistan (February 2010) 

On 8th February 2010 a heavy shower rain fell in District Turbat  (or Kech in Urdu) that caused a 

widespread tropical flood and resulted in landfall in different parts of Turbat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRCS immediately deployed its Disaster Response Trained personnel to respond and assess the affected 

areas due to the floods. Disaster Management Officer (DDMO) and the team of PRCS Volunteers Turbat 

started rapid assessment to calculate the losses in area of Sub Tehsil (Town) Dasht which was most 

affected by flood. The broken roads, small routes and other communications means like Telephone and 

Mobile services were either not working or not present in those far flung areas during the assessment 

and created hindrance in accessibility of all those areas. Possibility of reaching the areas became feasible 

when flood water level decreased by flowing down through natural waterways on 10th February 2010 

and four (4) Villages were identified and assessed where the flood water entered the houses completely 

and affected agriculture too. Fortunately no death or injury has been reported till now. 

Based on the Rapid Assessment carried out by the PRCS, affected and most needy families were 

identified in the areas of Hochat, Ball Cross, Ball, Gwaragbag, Machap, Japh and Brachko. 
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PRCS Turbat reported the following damages: 

 Seven (7) villages namely Hochat, Bal Cross, Bal Nigwar, Drach-Co, Jath, Machat and Gwargbag of 
Union Council Bal Nigwar were the worst hit in sub Tehsil Dasht of District Turbat (Kech) affected or 
not in proper conditions to live at present. 

 Over 690 households have been affected in these villages. In all these locations, people have 
constructed houses along the rainy streams and have narrowed the water passage for unexpected 
high floods. Water surface surprisingly went up to two feet inside the houses.  

 Loss of livestock not reported in large number, around 30 animals are dead. 

 People have lost their mud houses (including clothes, roofs/ shelter, cash, valuables and bedding). 

 Water for drinking purposes, in affected areas has become an issue as water table has risen and 
water connections are broken, thus availability of water has become a prominent need besides need 
for food and shelter/ bedding. 

 Damages to crops were also seen in UC Bal Nigwar, which is around 800-1000 acres of standing 
crops of wheat and other crops. 

 

Particular meetings were held with the District Coordination Officer (DCO) and Executive District Officer 

of District Disaster Management Authority before launching the response phase regarding PRCS plan of 

distribution and operation. Village committees were formed in each effected Community to get baseline 

support during the process of distribution and to ensure the supply of package to the real vulnerable 

beneficiaries. 

 

PRCS distributed Non-Food Items (NFI) package to 700 affected families. The NFI package contained: 

Tent=1, Blankets=7, Hygiene Kits=1, Kitchen Sets=1, Hurricane Lamps=1, Stoves=1, Tarpaulin Sheet=2 

and Jerry Can=1. 

Hattian Flood and Landslide – Azad Jammu and Kashmir (February 2010) 

Heavy rainfall in Azad Kashmir caused flooding in Zilzal Lake at Hattian Bala near Muzaffarabad. The 

floodwater broke the banks of the lake and inundated large land area. 

It was due to continuous heavy rains that on 9th February 2010 at approximately 0300 hrs, a massive 

amount of lake water overflowed and this outburst of Lake Zilzal affected number of families who were 

residing on its way across the Stream (Nala) Mal Hattian. 

This lake was originally formed as a result of land sliding during the Earthquake 2005 when the debris of 

land sliding from both sides of the mountains blocked the flow of stream water and formed this lake at a 

height of approximately 5000 Feet. 

This incident occurred at Mal Stream (Nala), Hattian which is located on Jhelum Valley road 

approximately 45 KM from Muzaffarabad, the Capital of AJK. 

On 10th February 2010, the huge expulsion of water from the lake reduced the water pressure on the 

lake’s banks and the mountain soil near the banks became soft and loose. The continuous rainfall and 
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heavy snow fall generated heavy land sliding from all surrounding mountains of lake. This has created 

road blockages and is proving to be hazardous for the relief and recovery work. 

The star on the map below showing the location of Hattian in District Muzafarabad, where the disaster 

took place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source: www.pndajk.gov.pk 

Soon after this incident news was received, PRCS dispatched its Assessment Team comprising of staff 

members and volunteers from its State Headquarters Muzaffarabad AJK. These Disaster Response 

Teams of PRCS AJK Branch, comprising of National and Branch Disaster Response trained personnel and 

logistic members along-with local volunteers carried out assessment of the affected area.  

 

The PRCS assessment revealed that a total of 380 families got affected by the flooding and the landslide. 

These families are residing in the areas of Hattian, Kaldi, Bad Sher, Dhakan Padder and Bali. PRCS 

provided the affected families with the NFI package containing tents, blankets, hygiene kits, kitchen sets, 

stoves, tarpaulin sheet and jerry cans. Apart from this NFI package, the affected families were provided 

with warm clothing including sweaters, shawls and children jackets. 



 
 
 

PAKISTAN RED CRESCENT SOCIETY | National Headquarters, Islamabad, Pakistan. Tel: +92-51-9250404 
Fax: +92-51-9250413 Website: www.prcs.org.pk 
 
 

7 

 

Kohistan Avalanche - NWFP (February 2010) 

An avalanche hit villages in Qandia valley - especially Bagroo Dara, Seri and Gatloo areas - in District 

Kohistan, NWFP on 16th February 2010. These small villages (or Daras) come under two UCs Karang and 

Kareen with a population of 23,728 individuals.  Due to heavy snowfall, on 16th February, 2010 at round 

about 1:00 PM avalanches hit Bagroo Dara damaging some villages (small daras)  namely Seeri, Karen, 

Gootlo, dedlo, Tari, Kachar, Razaka and Sayal Dara leaving people of the area in vulnerable condition.  

 

According to media reports 51 people have died, whereas 124 deaths were reported by local residents 

of Bagroo Dara who approached PRCS District Branch Kohistan. 220 Houses comprising of 

approximately 1500 – 2000 individuals affected in the whole Bagroo Dara.  

 

There have been 6-7 major 

whereas 10 -12 small sized 

avalanches/land sliding that have 

blocked/damage the main road 

leading towards Qandia, thereby 

leaving the people of these area 

in vulnerable condition. The 

blockage of Karakoram Highway 

due to the several landslides of 

different intensities has resulted 

in Qandia valley - especially from 

Karan Onwards – being cut off 

from the rest of District Kohistan. 

The only way to visit the affected 

areas was through helicopters. 

Helicopters were made available 

by the District Govt. / 

Commissioner Hazara division to 

carry the Food and Non Food 

items to the affected areas. Till 

now it is impossible to reach the 

valley by road.          Source: www.reliefweb.it 

 

PRCS-GRC2 Health Teams along with emergency medicines were shifted in the helicopter to Seeri Dara. 

They stayed there and provided medical aid to the injured. Another PRCS health team was dropped in 

                                                           
2
 GRC: German Red Cross; Kohistan Operation is a joint PRCS-GRC-ICRC operation where GRC is bearing HR 

expenses of all involved staff and volunteers and ICRC is providing PRCS with Food Items. 
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Karan dara to make BHU Karan functional and after treating around 70 patients the weather conditions 

forced them to return. 

Kohistan Situation Update 

It has been raining at Dassu and snowfall in the affected areas of Qandia valley last week. The road 

which is the only way to reach the affectees at Qandia valley for distribution of food and non food items 

is still blocked due to landslides and glaciers. Though work is in progress and it was cleared up to Elil , 

but a new land sliding had occurred at Kotgal (first village at the entrance of Qandia valley) nearby KKH 

on the main road to Qandia valley resulted in blockage of road for every kind of traffic. Food shortage 

remains the core problem and is getting worse due to the new wave of snowfall in the area. 

 

Due to bad weather condition/road blockage at Kotgal PRCS-GRC assessment and health teams could 

not visit Saffar and Soyal Dara for assessment of damages/needs of the community. Mr. Naqibullah Khan 

DSP Headquarter who reached Dassu while walking for 6 hours on foot up to Elil shared the disastrous 

situation of the affectees of Sayal Dara in terms of Food shortage. 

 

As till yesterday, helicopter service was completely terminated but today after a meeting with key 

stakeholders (NDMA and District Government), there is hope that PRCS-GRC personnel will be provided 

with Heli-services so that much needed food packages and health services could be provided to not only 

the 780 assessed families of Bagroo Dara but also to the affected families of Sayal Dara. 

 

Governor NWFP appreciated the RCRC Movement Joint response and has asked PRCS for provision of 

“Dates” (for 1000 avalanche affected families) as it has high nutrient value and will not be damaged if 

dropped from helicopter to the in-accessible areas. PRCS-German Red Cross has procured 1000 Kg Dates 

and is sending to Kohistan. The Governor extends his full support to PRCS and has assured that heli-lifts 

shall be provided for PRCS-GRC 10 District Disaster Response Trained personnel along with 50 

standardized Food Items packages [50 kg wheat flour, 20 kg rice, 20 kg lintels, 10 kg sugar, 1 kg salt, 1 kg 

tea, 1 kg dates (if they arrive on time to Dassu)]. 

 

 
For Feedback on Pakistan Red 

Crescent Society (PRCS) Situation 
Reports you can contact: 

 
 Ms. Asfia Firdaus 

Incharge DM Reporting 
 

Email: asfia_fahad@yahoo.com 
+923145013360 

Visit: www.prcs.org.pk 

mailto:asfia_fahad@yahoo.com
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