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Sudanese Uduk refugee woman in Bonga refugee settlement, Ethiopia.  
There are over 18,000 Sudanese refugees in Bonga who want to return home.  

UNHCR/A. Imai 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 2/11 

SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The reporting period was marked by the killing of two Swiss de-miners in an ambush by the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) as they were driving along the Juba-Nimule road, some 50 kilometres south of Juba. 
As a result of the deteriorating security situation in areas affected by the LRA, areas encompassing parts of 
Eastern and Western Equatoria and Bahr El Jebel have been declared phase IV “emergency operations 
only.” The Juba-Rokon road, which links Central Equatoria to Mundri, Maridi, Yambio and the Central African 
Republic, has become inaccessible due to tribal fighting between the Bor Dinka and the Moru.  
 
Political developments 
Amidst widespread complaints and dissatisfaction by some members of the SPLM/A and other political forces 
who felt left out of the interim Government of South Sudan, the new Government is slowly starting to 
establish itself into a viable institution. Ministerial buildings in Juba, which were occupied by the Bahr el Jebel 
and Western Equatoria State government institutions, have been vacated for the personnel of the 
Government of South Sudan to install themselves. The President of the Government of South Sudan, Salva 
Kiir Mayardit, disqualified the newly appointed States Ministers and County Commissioners that came into 
existence without Kiir’s presidential decree. Some southern Governors had issued state decrees appointing 
interim States Ministers and County Commissioners without consulting the President of the Government of 
South Sudan. Formation of the governments of southern States will now take place only with the approval of 
the President. 
 
Mission to Blue Nile State and Gambella, Ethiopia 
From 17 to 27 October, a UNHCR return and reintegration assessment mission traveled to Blue Nile State 
and crossed into Gambella, Ethiopia, to consolidate plans for repatriation by road through Kurmuk of some 
18,000 Uduks and for repatriation by air from Gambella to Bor, Pibor, Rumbek and Wau of some 1,300 
Dinkas. In Blue Nile State, UNHCR has the lead role for the protection, return and reintegration of the 
displaced. 
 

 
Sherkole refugee settlement in Gambella hosts more than 16,000 Sudanese refugees.  

UNHCR/A. Imai 
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Displaced Bor Dinka 
Earlier arrangements by the Bahr el Jebel State Governor and the community chiefs of the Dinka to have the 
Bor Dinka herdsmen displaced in Western Equatoria cross to Bor through Mangalla and Tombe in Mundari 
area has apparently failed as the chiefs and the communities members of these areas refused to allow the 
Bor Dinka to cross through their areas. The Government is still discussing the option to use the military as an 
escort to have them pass through these areas. 
 
Ethiopian refugees in Malakal 
The total number of Ethiopian Anuak asylum seekers registered in Malakal is 78 cases (101 individuals) of 
whom 95 have been interviewed. The majority are young men (18-35 years of age) while most others are 
widows. They report that they escape because of ongoing fighting between the Ethiopian army and Anuak 
villagers since December 2003 around Gambella. The director of the prison has provided a plot of land to 
temporarily settle the asylum seekers (for a three-month period). UNHCR is trying to contact the director of 
urban planning to request a site for longer term settlement for these Ethiopian asylum seekers. 
 
Returnees  
During the week, Adventist Development and Relief Association (ADRA) registered 1,032 returnees (168 
households) in Malakal. They came from Khartoum, Kosti and Renk and were returning to Adong, Baliet, 
Malakal and Nasir. Of these, 410 were male and 622 female.  
 
The SRT/SRRC (Sustainable Returns Team/Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission) enumerator for 
Yambio County reported 175 returnees during last week.  
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects  
 
Juba 

• A five-day training workshop in apiary project management took place in Torit. UNHCR, through its 
implementing partner, Swedish Free Mission (SFM), is assisting a group of 50 bee hive farmers 
consisting of returnees and host community members in and around Torit town in small business 
management aimed at raising the productive capacity of the community towards productive living 
and self-sufficiency.   

 
Yei 

• International Aid Services (IAS) conducted initial mobilization for the formation and training of water 
management committees in Ombasi and Morusk Bomas. The two communities are located in Otoga 
Payam in Yei County. 

• UNHCR has provided initial support (cash) to Lumena Fish Farming Group (a community-based 
organization) for the procurement of baby fish to stock their pond which was dug in February 2005 
but could not be used due to lack of funds. If successful, this pond will be the first pond in Yei town, 
which has a major shortage of fresh fish, and will benefit the community as a whole. 

 
Kajo Keji 

• Jersuit Refugee Service (JRS) continued to work on Mere Primary School. 
• American Refugee Committee (ARC) and Comboni Missionaries have commenced renovation and 

expansion of the vocational training centre.  
• Both ARC and Sudan Health Association (SUHA) made progress in the construction of primary 

health care units and centres. 
• ARC continued with the HIV/AIDS awareness programme. The sessions targeted both primary and 

secondary schools. A total of 500 copies of “Straight Talk Sudan” were distributed to members of 
anti-AIDS clubs in schools and in the community. 
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Yambio 
• Renovation for Basukangbi health unit in Yambio County is 99 percent completed, while renovation 

work at Lirangu health unit has slowed down due to heavy rain. 
• Work at the County Health Department in Yambio is 90 percent completed. 
• The second training for village health committees was conducted for Yambio County. A total of ten 

workshops are planned for this year. 
• ADRA has concluded the distribution of scholastic materials to schools.  

 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 27 October 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 38,953,891 
 
 
 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 5/11 

 
 
 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 6/11 

EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
The situation in east Sudan remained normal. The renewed tension between Ethiopia and Eritrea poses the 
potential risk of influx and population displacement into Kassala and Gedaref States. UNHCR is reviewing 
contingency planning with the Government and other partners.  
 
The State Governments of Red Sea and Kassala States have not been formed as yet. Political negotiations 
are taking place to nominate ministerial appointees and other regional authorities, but, in the meantime, no 
significant decisions are taken. UNHCR is assessing the impact of the stalemate on preparedness for the 
possible influx of refugees into the States. 
 
Resettlement  
Eight cases of refugee women falling under the category of “vulnerable single-headed households” (widow, 
abandoned, divorced) were assessed on the need for resettlement. In addition, 27 referred vulnerable cases 
were assessed.  
 
Assistance to vulnerable refugees 
Human Appeal International (HAI) distributed clothes to relocated families from Khartoum in Um Gargur as a 
response to their poor living conditions in the camp. UNHCR, the Commissioner for Refugees (COR) and 
camp elder representatives participated in the distribution. All 66 relocated persons were given one item of 
clothing. The relocated families raised complaints on the lack of food distribution, water points being too far 
away, lack of work opportunities and coping mechanisms in the camp and difficulties in adjusting to camp life. 
WFP was contacted immediately concerning food. UNHCR, together with the community, will look at 
community support mechanisms and income possibilities.    
 
Unaccompanied minors 
There are 17 males and three females in K26 camp who are being assisted to locate their families or nearest 
relatives, especially those living in Sudan. Last week, at least two unaccompanied minors were reunited to 
their nearest kin who were living in nearby areas of Gedaref and Kassala. 
 
Detention of refugees 
At least four Somali nationals were found in Gedaref prison this week. Following UNHCR’s and COR’s 
intervention, the immigration authorities promised to send them to Wad Sherifey for refugee status 
determination. They were due to be deported. Also, two refugees were reported to have been detained in Es 
Showak prison for some weeks due to lack of travel permit. After UNHCR and COR intervened, the refugees 
were released and brought to K26 camp on 31 October. 
 
Health training 
A two-day training on health information systems and proper record-keeping was conducted for 20 
participants from all 10 camps, including clinic staff, midwives and home visitors. The training focused on the 
collection of data, its interpretation and use in intervention planning at a facility and organizational level. The 
second session of the same training will take place in mid-November. 
 
16-day campaign against gender violence 
A two-day planning workshop was organized by UNHCR together with HAI in Girba. The objectives of the 
workshop were: 1) full participation of refugees in the planning and implementation of this year’s campaign 
and 2) enhancement of community-based awareness raising on HIV/AIDS, reproductive health, gender-
based violence and female genital mutilation. Thirty refugee peer educators (women and men of all ages) 
trained on these topics, focal points from UNHCR’s implementing partners and WFP participated in the 
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workshop. The programme included refresher sessions, awareness-raising, “on the job training” by peer 
educators in Girba camp, discussions, live role plays, drama, songs and the creation of a “16 days action 
plan for 2005” in all camps of eastern and central States. 
 
   
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,139,815 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The security situation in West Darfur remains poor. A meeting on humanitarian access took place between 
the Wali and OCHA on 31 October during which it became apparent that there is a wide gap in perception 
between the local administration and the UN agencies on the level of insecurity in West Darfur. The Wali’s 
position is that the UN agencies are exaggerating the level of insecurity and expressed displeasure at having 
the situation in West Darfur being described by some as “anarchic.” In the meantime, night-time gunfire is 
heard nearly every evening inside El Geneina town and burglaries continue to be reported. Humanitarian 
personnel do not appear to be targeted, but the threat of being affected by generalized violence is real. 
UNHCR is still able to carry out some activities, such as discussions with NGOs, camp coordination and 
camp protection, but the classification of all roads in and out of El Geneina as category “D” (requiring four 
vehicle convoys, including AU escort) remains a major constraint.  
 
The security situation in South Darfur remained calm, but Kalma camp continues to be a major challenge. 
The camp continues to experience serious security incidents involving armed men entering the camp and 
killing IDPs. Following the incident in Kalma camp on the 23 October when some IDP youth took more than 
30 NGO staff hostage as a result of the arrest of a prominent sheikh by local police and national security, the 
hostages have been released. The sheikh was released on bail after interventions by the AU and UN, but 
was arrested again on 31 October. Amel Centre provided a lawyer to represent him before the prosecutor 
and the AU and UN are following the situation closely to avoid a new crisis.  
 
Several incidents of armed banditry acts on commercial and humanitarian trucks were reported in South 
Darfur as well as “taxation” by the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) on commercial trucks.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Protection situation of IDPs in Nertiti camps 
The security situation of the IDPs in Nertiti north and south camps remains of grave concern as military 
presence in Nertiti has increased in recent weeks. IDPs continue to face harassment and intimidation by the 
military. In March 2005, UNHCR and OCHA had requested the Commissioner to intervene in the matter, but 
the situation only improved for about two months and deteriorated again. Despite the installation of the AU 
Group Site in March 2005 and of the CivPol in May 2005, the problem persists.  
 
On 30-31 October, UNHCR fielded a mission to Nertiti to conduct protection monitoring and to hold 
workshops on health and hygiene promotion and on sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV). UNHCR 
found that the protection situation of the IDPs has deteriorated. There are incursions by the military into both 
camps, especially at night, an increase in reported rapes of IDP women in their shelters in the north camp 
and harassment and intimidation of IDPs in their shelters in the south camp. There is also an increased 
presence of Arab nomads in areas surrounding the camps due to the migration season, which has resulted in 
an increase in attacks against women collecting firewood, to the extent that the majority of IDPs have not 
been able to collect firewood for the past three weeks. UNHCR intervened with the Deputy Commissioner 
who committed to address the issue of military presence in the camps with the military commanders and the 
local security committee. UNHCR also met with the Chief of Military Intelligence. Furthermore, UNHCR met 
with the AU Deputy Group Site Commander to advocate for the commencement of accompanied firewood 
patrols for IDP women. UNHCR also met with CivPol, who has already agreed to conduct the patrols.  
 
As part of the mission, UNHCR conducted two days of training on health and hygiene promotion and on 
SGBV in the camps on 30-31 October. Twenty-four IDPs received training.  
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Deteriorating situation in Riyad IDP camp 
On 29 October, approximately 25 armed Arab men dressed in military camouflage entered Riyad IDP camp.  
Over a period of four hours, they tried to abduct IDP women and beat IDP men. The incident represents a 
significant deterioration in security at Riyad camp as it is the first in which large numbers of Arab attackers 
have been involved in an organized fashion. It appears to fit into a broader pattern of escalation of protection 
incidents. No IDPs were killed and none are known to be missing.  
 
Mission to Garadaia and Ginyon villages 
On 27 October, UNHCR fielded a mission to Garadaia and Ginyon villages to verify an allegation of land 
occupation and monitor the return situation. Garadaia was one of the five villages to which the Government 
organized returns in June 2005. Some 120-150 “returnee” families were found to be from Zalingi town and 
were not original inhabitants of the village and were therefore not considered returnees by UNHCR. During 
the mission, UNHCR found approximately one third of the shelters still inhabited, one third completely 
abandoned and the remaining third empty, but possibly still being used on a temporary basis by persons 
cultivating in the area who live elsewhere. The reasons given for the departure of most of those who had 
participated in the Government-assisted movement said they left due to failure by the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) to fulfil promises of assistance. Overall insecurity in the area and crop insecurity were 
mentioned as secondary reasons. Those remaining in the village indicated that they would also leave after 
the harvest due to lack of assistance.   
 
Displacement in Abata locality 
As a result of fighting between tribes around Nyangadoulo village in Abata locality, 36 families (136 
individuals) of Huttia tribe (Arab tribe) were displaced and arrived in Zalingi about 20 days ago. They chose to 
stay with their relatives around Hamadiya camp without reporting their arrival to the authorities or any 
agency. Since it is a “no go” area for the UN, ICRC is assisting the affected persons and MSF has deployed 
mobile clinics. Prior to their planned registration on 30 October, IDP children threw stones at some of the 
women to express resentment at the new arrivals from the Arab tribe. A new site for the new arrivals has 
been agreed upon not far from the camp. Confidence-building activities in the form of training seminars and 
workshops on human rights and the rule of law were reportedly facilitated by NGOs. 
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Displacement from Talma village 
Following the attack on Talma village by around 150 Arab militiamen on horseback on 23 October, it was 
reported that 500 households were displaced to Amakasarra. The UN conducted an assessment in the area.  
It was reported that 37 persons were killed, 16 wounded and eight missing - four of whom were later found.  
MSF-Holland was able to provide emergency medical assistance to the new IDPs. The displaced population 
from Talma will remain in Amakasarra as their village is currently occupied by armed Arabs. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 14,464,002 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
High-level negotiations with the deserters of the Chadian armed forces failed and, reportedly, some of the 
defectors left to Sudan, while others may have remained in Chad. Overall, the security situation in eastern 
Chad is calm, but all UNHCR offices are reviewing their security plans.  
 
During the reporting period, a presidential decree dissolved the Republican Guard, to be replaced with a 
1,640-strong protection force drawn from the army and the police. There has not been any visible reaction to 
this dissolution yet and it is believed that several elements from the Republican Guard will be included in the 
new protection force. 
 
In southern Chad, the Governor of Logone Oriental met with the Central African Republic’s Army Chief of 
Staff on 23-27 October. The meeting resulted in the redeployment of Chadian forces in three areas located 
between Gore and Komba, Yamodo and Betel as well as between Yamodo and Maibo. 
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
New Sudanese refugees at Gaga 
UNHCR continued to interview and register newly arrived Sudanese refugees at Gaga refugee camp. These 
arrivals are from Mornei IDP camp in Sudan. Their number during the period under review stood at 404 
persons (102 families).   
 
Health 
International Medical Corps (IMC) at Konoungou reported that while the number of medical consultations has 
decreased, cases of sexually transmitted diseases are on the increase. To address this, IMC has suggested 
increasing the quantity of rations given to pregnant women and lactating mothers to encourage them to report 
to the medical centre and get attended to. 
 
Child protection 
UNICEF and CARE are organizing training of day nursery attendants at Am Nabak refugee camp. In the 
meantime, Christian Child Fund has created “friendship spaces” by erecting six to eight tents intended to 
serve as nurseries in Am Nabak and Touloum refugee camps. 
 
Training in volleyball 
Following on from the workshop on basic volleyball skills, which was recently organised by the NGO Basel 
Aids Darfur, ten women’s teams have been constituted in the refugee camps of Iridimi in view of the 
forthcoming championship competitions. 
 
Environment 
Firewood is an acute problem in the camps around Guereda, leading to disputes between refugees and the 
local population, especially at Kounoungo refugee camp. A survey carried out to assess the use of improved 
stoves in a section of the camp has given rather discouraging results: only one household out of a sample of 
20 actually use the stoves. 
 
Mission from CIRAD 
Two consultants from CIRAD (Centre International de Recherches Agronomiques pour le Développement) 
visited eastern Chad and presented their results on ongoing research on the environmental impact of refugee 
settlements. They recommended that efforts be made at all levels to engage in alternative solutions (like 
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expanding grazing areas and developing the use of alternative energy by the population) and underlined that 
the imbalance between production and consumption will be difficult to reverse in Bahai and Iriba.    
 
Visit of the Bureau for Population, Refugees and Migration of the US Department of State  
A delegation representing the US Bureau for Population, Refugees and Migration (BPRM) visited Chad from 
9 to 27 October. After visiting refugee settlements in Gore and Danamadji in southern Chad, they visited 
most of the refugee camps in eastern Chad (Oure Cassoni, Iridimi, Touloum, Am Nabak, Kounoungo, Mile, 
Gaga, Farchana and Goz Amir) as well as projects for the local population in the Bamina area. They 
expressed satisfaction with UNHCR’s coordinating role and with the work of implementing partners, but 
emphasized the need to reinforce NGO capacity on the ground through more focused activities, particularly in 
the sphere of community services.  
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
Activities in Danamadji  
Food distribution started but was interrupted because of lack of cereals. The shortage came about as a WFP 
truck transporting food failed to reach the site owing to technical problems. UNHCR took advantage of this 
distribution to reunite families, withdraw ration cards whose owners have left the camp and renew old ones. 
 
As part of the local integration programme, the midwife working at the health centre in Yaroungou has 
embarked on capacity building activities for personnel working at the health centre in Maro.  
 
Four classrooms of the Maro public secondary school will be built starting in the first two weeks of November. 
In an effort to make the community contribute, the parents’ association will reduce the school fees.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 49,216,870 

   


