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 		       		      In February 2009, Première Urgence extended its mission in the Palestinian occupied territories in the Gaza
Strip.  The destruction caused by the offensive known as &ldquo;Cast Iron&rdquo; struck both public infrastructure and
private property.
Première Urgence intervened to supply emergency aid by distributing non-food products and medical supplies.  Today, its
actions aim at helping the populations by supplying professional and agricultural material and by injecting funds through
&ldquo;cash-for-work&rdquo; programmes where the beneficiaries receive a daily wage for participating in community
work.(
To illustrate the situation of the Gaza inhabitants please find below testimonials by 5 beneficiaries of our work and local
Première Urgence personnel in the Gaza Strip.

Yousef Mohammad Salem Al&ndash;Najar is 56 years old.  His house and his olive fields were destroyed during the
&ldquo;Cast Iron&rdquo; operation in December 2008:
&ldquo;My family and I were living happily in a 2-story house. Three of my daughters were students at Gaza University
and three others were at school.  I am the only bread-winner.  I lived from my land in Khozaa (6 kms from Khan Yunis).(
We were happy in our home, feeling secure until the war broke out and they destroyed our house.  I shouted and cried for
the machines to stop, but it did no good.((A few days later, I went to my fields where I grew the olive trees which were my
only source of revenue.  Alas, they had all been uprooted".Yousef is one of the first farmers who benefited from the
Première Urgence aid programme.  He received seeds and olive plants to help him re-launch his activity.  In spite of being
bitter, he is grateful for this aid:&ldquo;In a few days, it will be the first anniversary of the &ldquo;Cast Iron&rdquo;
operation and my new olive trees will be the witnesses to our story.&rdquo;(

Fathi Amawi is 46 years old.  His is married with 7 children.  He is the Head of the Première Urgence office in Gaza:

&ldquo;Even though I get a decent salary from Première Urgence, it is not enough to meet our basic needs.  The
&ldquo;Cast Iron&rdquo; operation destroyed our lives.  Most products are difficult to find, or even inexistent or too
expensive.  The blockade and the exchange restrictions imposed for the past 3 years have increased unemployment
which today has reached 82% of the population. The local market is restricted and production infrastructures have been
damaged.
Israel has forbidden the entry of construction material to the Gaza Strip, which lives mainly thanks to the construction
industry.(
Food shortages stop families from getting enough to eat and and we have started to see cases of anaemia.  One kilo of
meat costs 15 USD.  But who has that type of money here?  Fruit and vegetables are too expensive for the families.  Most
school children cannot buy clothes or school supplies, because of lack of means or availability of the products, which has
a very negative impact on the students moral.

We survive through solidarity between ourselves.  The person who has something shares it with his neighbours.  In spite
of everything, our social tissue has been damaged.  Families have been destabilised and we see more and more cases of
divorce, of children giving up their schooling or an increase in theft&rdquo;.  
 Naser Mohammad Souliman is 50 years old.  He lives on the outskirts of Khan Younis.  He is one of the beneficiaries of
the agricultural re-launch programme implemented by Première Urgence:
&ldquo;During the war, I lost my soul mate, my wife.  She left me with 6 children who need a lot of care.  I will never forget
when the phosphorus bomb shelling began in the neighbourhood.  People were trying to put out the fires.  Everything was
glowing red.  Then the bulldozers came to destroy the houses.  The next day, I went to my land in Khan Yhounis and I
found it to be completely destroyed.  I had lost my only source of revenue&hellip;(
Rawahia, my wife was 48 years old.  She was carrying our 18-month old baby in one arm and a white flag in the other. 
But that did not stop the snipers from firing on her&rdquo;.(((Nasser is one of the 85 beneficiaries to receive young olive
plants and vegetable seeds from Première Urgence.
Nasser concludes: &ldquo;I thank Première Urgence.  I am going to look after my plantations. Perhaps that will give me a
little hope&rdquo;.   Jamel Abu Rjela is 43 years old:  ((&ldquo;After the shelling, we had to leave our house with our
family.  We were walking and our 17-year old son Osama was following us on his bike.  Osama was thirsty and he found a
pipe beside a garden fence.  At that moment, two rockets were fired in our direction.  Osama was killed on the spot and
his 15-year old brother, Sami, was seriously wounded.  We had to wait 3 days to bury Osama.
Sami spent 12 days in hospital in the intensive care unit.  He lost his hearing and now behaves
aggressively&rdquo;.((Jamal is one of the beneficiaries of the &ldquo;Cash for Work&rdquo; programme set up by
Première Urgence.  He was the supervisor of the irrigation network installation on the farm land destroyed by the
bulldozers during the conflict.
He worked 3 months on this programme.  This enabled him to earn 4,500 shekels, 850 Euros.  With his money, he was
able to reimburse a large part of his debts and help his brother.(    Fathi Marzouq is 44 years old and has nine children:
&ldquo;I live in Khoz&rsquo;a.  The December 2008 war destroyed my house and I am now homeless with my 9 children,
3 of who are handicapped with special needs.  Our family survives partly thanks to our chicken production.
My handicapped children are happy to play with the chickens. But the tanks destroyed the chicken coop.  We no longer
felt secure in our home and we asked the UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for the Palestine Refugees
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in the Near-East) for protection, as did many other families.  We went from one place to another in search of a safe place,
from one house to another, from one close friend to another until I could rent a room for 100 USD per
month.&rdquo;((Première Urgence tried to help Fathi through its agricultural re-launch program, but the location of his
land, close to the border, did not ensure the implementation of a long-term project, as the security situation was too
volatile".
Today, Fathi, as are many other inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, is entirely dependent on international aide and is far from
a return to autonomy.(  

For further information about our programmes in the Gaza Strip ... 

To support us...  
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