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 Caritas Jerusalem SOA 9 2006 project ends 
 

In mid-November, Caritas Jerusalem completed the SOA 9 2006 
project. This project has been an important part of the work 
that we have undertaken in 2006 and 2007 and we appreciate 
the support that it received. It was launched in response to the 
deteriorating humanitarian situation in the Holy Land. The 
impact of the project has been significant. We have reached the 
following number of beneficiaries in this project: 

Medical treatment – 5,061 direct beneficiaries 
Family Support – 22,092 direct beneficiaries assisted 
Education Assistance – 397 direct beneficiaries helped 
Cash for Work – 1,131 employment opportunities created 
 

This project has been 
made possible by the 
generous support of 
many of our friends 
from the Caritas 
family. To them, on 
behalf of all whose 
situations were 
improved through 
this project, we 
extend our most 
sincere thanks. 
 
N.M. received 
assistance through 
the SOA 9 2006 to 
help build a ramp 
to allow him to 

leave his home with greater ease. 
 
Caritas Jerusalem–Our Work in Gaza continues 

  
The work of Caritas Jerusalem in Gaza moves forward under 
very hard circumstances. We continue to operate our medical 
center, our mobile medical clinic, six emergency medical points 
and our outreach programs in schools focusing on psycho-social 
health for children. We also continue to work to provide needed 
humanitarian assistance and help for hard medical cases in 
Gaza. This work has been made possible by support from the 
French government, Caritas France, Caritas Spain and CAFOD, 
whose assistance has been greatly appreciated.   

 
Christmas Homily excerpt from our 
President HB Msgr. Michel Sabbah - 

The Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem  
 
“It is also important to understand the 
universal vocation of this land, and to see 
the will of God for the land both in the 
Scriptures and in the evolution of history of 
which the same God is Lord.  He is the one 
who gathered all of us here throughout the 
centuries, Jews, Christians, Muslims and 
Druze, we who today constitute two 
peoples, Palestinians and Israelis.  To 
understand and accept this universal 
vocation is to accept the plan of God for this 
land and to become capable of establishing 
peace within it.  Any exclusivism that 
pushes the other party aside or imposes 
occupation or any other type of submission 
on it is not in keeping with the vocation of 
this land.  This land of God cannot be for 
some a land of life and for others a land of 
death, exclusion, occupation, or political 
imprisonment.”  (Bethlehem – 24/12/07)  

 



Caritas Jerusalem Volunteer Program - Update   
 
Youth volunteerism is alive and well in Palestine. Caritas 
Jerusalem is pleased to report that our Youth Volunteers 
program is growing and we are building a solid network of 
young people committed to giving their time to help others. Our 
strategy to start in the Ramallah district and expand from there 
is working well. This year, we have formed new volunteer 
groups in the Bethlehem area. The current number of individual 
youth volunteers is now 137 participating in 10 groups.  

In addition, it is important to note that we have also mobilized 
an additional 180 junior youth volunteers who are still within 
the secondary school system.  Getting these junior members 
involved at a young age increases the community benefits that 
can result and helps connect these youth to a solid network of 
peers working for societal betterment. 

 

 

The Caritas Jerusalem 2007 Children’s Christmas 
Party held in Ramallah for 850 children (Photo: 
Caritas Jerusalem) 

Voluntary Actions – 2007 Christmas Party  
 

The planning and preparation for the 2007 Christmas party 
began in November. The party was the fruitful result of a 
shared effort by the Caritas Jerusalem staff and about 100 
Caritas youth volunteers. As a result, 850 children between the 
ages of 6-12 in the Ramallah region and in nearby villages 
including Bir Zeit, Taybeh, Jifna and Ain Arik, took part.  

The party started with a show by clowns followed by a group of 
Palestinian girls who sang Christmas carols and danced. 
Throughout the program, people dressed as cartoon characters 
performed for the children. Then, Santa Claus came to the 
party and distributed gifts to all the children present including 
sweets, drinks, coloring books and coloring pencils. 

Statement from  
Caritas Jerusalem 

 
on the 

 
UN International  

Day of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People 

 
November 29 2007 

 
 
After 40 years of occupation and 60 
years of the displacement of the 
Palestinian people, we 
commemorate this day, November 
29, to remember the Palestinian 
people and to join with them in 
solidarity in pursuit of their 
national aspirations. 
 
This commemoration is now in its 
30th year. “In 1977, the General 
Assembly called for the annual 
observance of 29 November as the 
International Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian People (resolution 
32/40 B).” 
 
This solidarity with the Palestinian 
people is essential now as they 
continue to face untold suffering, 
humiliation, land expropriation, 
imprisonment and death.  
 
We hope that there is enough good 
will in the world on this day that all 
peace loving people are prepared 
to work for a positive change in the 
life of the people in the Holy Land 
and throughout the whole of the 
Middle East region. 
 
We hope for encouraging 
developments from the Annapolis 
conference that will lead to justice 
and peace and join the call of His 
Holiness Benedict XVI along with 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops for prayers for 
peace in Palestine and Israel, the 
Holy Land for all. 
 
With continued hope for a better 
tomorrow, 
 

Caritas Jerusalem 



 

Gaza’s 
youth - 
On the 
future 

Bandali is a 
25 year old 
single out 
of work 
police man 
from Gaza.  

About emigration he says, “My heart wants me to stay in Gaza. 
However, my mind convinces me to leave before it is too late. 
Staying here has only one benefit, which is being in the place I 
grew up among my friends and family. The unstable situation 
and the lack of security are two main sources of worry. If I 
emigrate and prepare well for this move, I will certainly succeed 
outside because there are more opportunities. I do not want an 
unknown future outside Gaza as we have that here. This year I 
was planning to marry, but I did not. I can’t guarantee a happy 
life for myself, so how would it be if I am in charge of a family.” 
He highlighted what disturbs him most. “It’s a conflict between 
heart and mind; between leaving Gaza to have a proper life and 
staying to continue this dark life.” 

J.A. – Gaza City- She says: “For sure I thought about 

leaving because we live a catastrophic life here. However, 
emigrating is a big decision for me. I do not think that I can 
travel and leave my country. I want to learn outside, obtain 
experience then come back and share in building my society…" 
She adds, "My family is in Gaza so I belong to my home. I hope to go 
outside till this phase of suffering goes away.” 

“I won’t 
leave” - M.S. 
– Gaza City 

“I totally refuse 
emigration because 
if we leave, we will 
lose so much 
potential that could 
be dedicated for 
good and this will be 
the last disaster. I 

hope that all intellectuals and educated people, especially youth 
stay here. I hope that they will start doing something for this 
country and not leave. In spite of daily crimes, the economic 
crisis, the lack of movement freedom and unjust siege imposed 
on us, I want to stay and I want to contribute in having a better 
life in Gaza.“ 

 

A.H’s kitchen before renovation 

CARITAS JAPAN RESTORES HOMES, 
CREATE JOBS AND GIVES HOPE 

We continue working to help create jobs for 
out of work breadwinners renovating older 
and damaged homes in Palestine. Most 
recently, we have partnered with Caritas 
Japan to undertake home renovations in 
Jerusalem’s Old City. We have renovated 
eight homes and plan to continue with this 
high impact development oriented work. 

A.H.’s kitchen after renovation 

A.H., a metal polisher with little income, is 
a married father of four. He lives in two 
rooms and a small bathroom/kitchen in 
Jerusalem’s Old City. He has four children 
all in primary and secondary schools. Their 
bathroom and kitchen were in the same 
room separated by a small wall. Both the 
kitchen and bathroom were very 
unhealthful. We expanded the kitchen and 
bathroom giving the family more room and 
a healthier residential space to live in. 

 



Caritas Jerusalem Micro-Finance Department -2007 
 
One of the most important programs that we have in Caritas 
Jerusalem is our Micro-Finance program. We believe that 
providing loans to individuals helps to create much needed 
employment, injects capital into the local markets, promotes 
business development and fosters dignity found in gainful 
employment.  2007 has been a year of increasing challenges, 
but our Micro-Finance program continues working under hard 
circumstances. 

During 2007, we have loaned a total of $534,860 through 90 
separate loans. We have given loans for housing (49), income 
generation (34), education (4) and emergency needs (3). This 
year, 22% of the program’s direct beneficiaries were women. 
Through this program, some 50 jobs were created benefiting 
over 300 individuals and their families. Repayment of loans in 
the portfolio remains strong at a current level of 80%. Caritas 
Jerusalem will continue this work providing loans to individuals 
and businesses giving a helping hand with a solid development 
focus. Here are several sample cases from those we partnered 
with in 2007. 

Mrs. R. D-AZ is a 25 
year old graduate from 
university in 2005. After 
finishing her required 
training as a dentist, she 
opened her own clinic. 
The start-up was 
modest with only basic 
equipment. Due to an 
increase in demand for 
certain dental 

procedures, she had to buy new equipment in order not to lose 
her new patients. Therefore, she approached Caritas Jerusalem 
for a loan of $9,860 USD to buy a needed machine (sensor). 

 

Mr. C. M. is a resident 
of Taybeh – West Bank. 
He is married with five 
children all under age 
18. Since 1999, he has 
been working in his own 
workshop cutting and 
marketing toilet tissue 
himself. He applied for 
an income generating 
loan for $7,000 USD to 

buy a bigger and better van at a cost of $15,000 USD. This will 
help him to reduce his fuel expenses and will also allow him to 
deliver his product to more clients in a more efficient manner.  

 

 

 Caritas Jerusalem’s 
Communication Department  

 
Getting our message out 

 

Caritas Jerusalem is looking to the New 
Year to increase the work of our 
Communications Department. Early in 
2008, we hope to hire a part time staff 
member to help on the Arabic language side 
of many of the articles we produce. 
Speaking about our new strategy, our 
Secretary General said: “Our partners want 
to hear more information from us about 
what is taking place here in the Holy Land. 
We understand their needs and are 
responding to them as best as we can.” In 
addition, we are dedicating a percentage of 
the time of our Gaza coordinator to the 
work of communications. ”This will help 
increase the flow of information out of Gaza 
concerning the general situation there and 
our work in response” added Mrs. Habesch. 

What you can do to help 

In the coming year, we have a goal to 
double the number of contacts we reach out 
to. You can help us. Here are some 
suggestions how you might be able to help: 

 Forward our email or hard copy 
communications to your relatives, friends, 
religious leaders, and colleagues who might 
be interested in our work. 

 Arrange to have one of our staff members 
come to visit you and your church or other 
association to speak about Caritas 
Jerusalem’s work. 

 Provide financial support to the work of our 
Communications department through your 
church, business or other association 

 Contact Caritas Jerusalem to secure our 
help for a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.   

Your help will increase the reach of our 
message and work. 

 Thank you for the part you are playing in 
joining us to help the people here in the 
Holy Land. 

For more information or to be placed on our 
active mailing list, please contact: 

Caritas Jerusalem  
P O Box 20894 Jerusalem 97200 
Ph: - 972 2 628 7574 - Fax - 972 2 628 8421 
E-mail: communication@caritasjr.org 
 


