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ACTIVITIES AND UPDATES 
 
Health UN agencies support the Government of Burundi  against maternal and neonatal 
tetanus: The first round of the tetanus immunization campaign which reached 838,098 women 
aged between 12 and 45 years, took place from the 7th to 11th of May. Provinces covered include 
Bujumbura Rural, Bururi, Cibitoke, Gitega, Kirundo, Muramvya and Ruyigi which were targeted as 
high risk areas. This vaccination campaign was completed thanks to the financial and technical 
support of UNICEF, WHO and all partners operating in said provinces. The second round will be 
conducted from the 11th to 15th June 2007. 
 
World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day celebrated in Burundi: the Burundian Red Cross 
society commemorated May 8th together with other partners. This year’s theme is “Together for 
humanity”. Humanitarian activities were organized throughout the country. In Bujumbura Mairie, the 
Burundian Red Cross Society distributed non food items to vulnerable persons in the central jail of 
Mpimba and to sick persons in the national health facility of Prince Régent Charles and the Centre 
hospitalo universitaire de Kamenge. This assistance which composed of jerry cans, soap, blankets 
and clothes was distributed to 168 prisoners including 63 women and 105 children, detained in the 
central jail of Mpimba. An exhibition of the International Red Cross Red Crescent Movement was 
also held in Bujumbura Mairie, where the movement’s humanitarian principles were disseminated. 
 
Food security, rehabilitation of livestock: During the week under review, FAO/Emergency 
Rehabilitation and Coordination unit (ERCU) provided 891 goats to 297 vulnerable families (three 
goats per family) majority of whom were returnees in the communes of Bugendana and Itaba in the 
province of Gitega. In addition to the vulnerability criteria, beneficiaries must have access to land 
property, own a field of fodder crops and commit to stable rearing. Furthermore, they have to 
engage in the community solidarity chain which consists of giving the three first born kids to 
another community member who meets the above mentioned criteria. To this end, an agreement is 
signed between the beneficiary and FAO/ERCU, witnessed by the provincial head of agriculture 
and livestock and the veterinary medical officer. This activity falls under the livestock rehabilitation 
programme that FAO/ERCU started in 2005. 
 

 
Beneficiaries being informed of the clauses of the 
contract, FAO/ERCU May 2007 

Each family gets three goats, FAO/ERCU may 2007 
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Update on the rift valley fever : On May 9th 2007, suspected “Rift Valley fever” cases were  
allegedly registered in the health centre of Kiyanze in Mwakiro commune (Muyinga province). This 
took place after several individuals who had eaten meat from an intoxicated dead cow suffered 
from diarrhea and were admitted into the health centre. Investigations revealed that the communal 
medical veterinary had authorized the consumption of meat from the dead cow which; contrary to 
allegations, did not come from Tanzania where suspected cases of “Rift Valley fever” were noted a 
few weeks ago. Symptoms included liquid diarrhea and vomiting. The cases were treated with 
ciprofloxacin and oral re-dehydration salt. No new case or admission has been reported. On the 
whole a total of 263 cases including one case of death at home was recorded between the 9th and 
11th of May.  
 
In conclusion, this was a classic case of food toxic-infection further to the consumption of stale 
meat. The Ministry of Health has provided the health centre with necessary medications. No 
symtoms of “Rift Valley fever” were noted either from the registered cases or from cattle in the 
colline concerned. The situation is now under control. Burundian authorities have taken measures 
restricting movement of cattle across the border and have equally banned the consumption of cow 
meat from Tanzania.  
 
Repatriation of Burundian refugees 
During the reporting period, 32 Burundian refugees returned to Burundi from Tanzania. Since the 
beginning of this year, a total of 3,188 Burundian refugees including 141 voluntary returnees have 
returned to their homeland. There are still more than 300,000 Burundian refugees in Tanzania, and 
more than 17,000 in the DRC.  
 
Promotion and protection of child rights: Over the last week, supported by UNICEF, the 
national network for communicators for the promotion of child rights (RENACODE) held a four-day 
training seminar for around thirty journalists from public and private media in Gitega province. 
Participants discussed the role of the media in the promotion of child rights, legal protection for the 
Burundian child as well as the situation of children from the Burundi ethnic minority group of Batwa. 
Journalists were also trained in reporting on the situation of children in emergency settings. 
 
In the province of Makamba, the local NGO Famille pour Vaincre le SIDA/Amis des Enfants (FVS-
AMADE) disseminated legal texts to 360 members of child rights protection committees. The 
objective of the activity was to provide these committees with tools which will enable them to 
ensure the respect of child rights.  
 
Health, HIV/AIDS: FVS/AMADE completed a skills training for 45 peer educators in Mabanda 
commune in the province of Makamba. This group which was the first to benefit from such training 
will conduct sensitization sessions for the rest of the population in the province of Makamba. 
According to the HIV/AIDS provincial council (CPLS), people do not visit the HIV/AIDS voluntary 
screening centre. The training covered the communes of Mabanda, Makamba, Nyanza-Lac and 
Vugizo. 
 
Update on Burundians expelled from Tanzania:  During the reporting week, the Government 
project for the reintegration of war-affected persons (PARESI) registered a total of 93 persons (50 
families) expelled from Tanzania. 81 persons (39 families) were registered at the entry point of 
Kobero (Muyinga) and 12 persons (11 families) at the entry point of Mishiha (Cankuzo). Since 
January 2007, PARESI has recorded 2,177 expelled persons (1,182 families).  
 
Assistance to victims of torrential rains: UNICEF donated non food items worth US $ 2,000 to 
the Burundian Red Cross Society in order to assist victims of torrential rains in Buhindo in the  
commune of Murwi (Cibitoke province) between the 7th and 10th of March. 
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Update on food aid distribution: WFP distributed 2,471 MT to 532,267 beneficiaries through its 
various programmes: Feeding centres, food for work/food for training, assistance to refugees, 
HIV/AIDS affected persons and targeted distribution. It should be noted that the rate of targeted 
distributions remains high (67.3%) since March as planned in order to effectively bridge the gap 
prior to 2007-B season crop harvest.  
 
Security: The population unrest which is blamed on Palipehutu-FNL combatants loyal to Jean-
Bosco Sindayigaya was noted over the reporting week in the province of Bubanza. Night 
displacements further to armed banditry were reported in the collines of Mugeri, Gatare and 
Ruhondo in Musigati commune (Bubanza province). Household lootings were also reported. On 
May 5th, money, livestock and other property were reportedly stolen. Other armed attacks on three 
households took place on May 10th in the Gashinge area bordering Kibira forest.  
 
It is expected that after the meeting between Burundi Head of State and the South-African facilitator 
in charge of negotiations between the Government of Burundi and Agathon Rwasa’s Palipehutu-
FNL movement on Saturday May 12th, talks over implementation of the ceasefire agreement which 
had stopped will start again.  
 
Coordination:  
- During the reporting week, OCHA participated in a joint assessment and monitoring mission into 
the living conditions of returnees, organized by UNHCR and WFP. The mission covered the 
provinces of Ruyigi, Makamba, Muyinga and Kirundo. Other participants in the mission included: 
UNDP, WHO, UNFPA, UNICEF, OFDA, ECHO, GTZ, the National Aid Coordination Committee, 
PARESI and the Belgian Cooperation. A final mission report is being prepared. 
 
- The provincial coordination “focal point” meeting was held on May 8th in Muyinga. Discussed 
issues included security, repatriation, assistance to Burundians expelled from Tanzania, food 
security, health, education and coordination. Participants presented activities currently being 
undertaken to meet humanitarian needs of populations in the province.  
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