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Kenya: Floods 
 

DREF operation n° MDRKE011
 
GLIDE n° FL-2010-000003-KEN 
 
Operations update n° 1 
 
12 January 2010 

 
Appeal target (current): CHF 432,589 (USD 415,950 or EUR 292,289) has been allocated from 
the Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the National Society in 
delivering immediate assistance to some 30,000 people. Unearmarked funds to repay DREF 
are encouraged.  
 
Summary:  The predicted El Nino rains that commenced with the onset of 2009 short rains season 
have resulted in destruction of property, loss of lives and displacement of hundreds of people in 
several parts of the country affecting populations, some of who have not recovered from effects of 
drought. The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS), through this Disaster Relief Emergency Fund seeks to 
assist 30,000 persons affected by floods for a period of one month, through provision of food and 
non-food items (NFI), search and rescue services, health, water and sanitation services to combat 
possible disease outbreaks. 
 
The Kenya Red Cross Society has distributed 4,428 Non Food Items (NFIs) and dispatched 8MT of 
food to various districts. This operation is expected to be implemented over a period of one month, 
and is expected to be completed by 4 February 2010 and a Final Report made available three 
months after the operation. 

 
Impact of floods in Turkana East District 

                                                                                                

Floods Operations Update

Alleviating Human Suffering 
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The Situation 
 
The October-November-December period marks beginning of the Short Rains Season in Kenya. 
Heavy rains experienced during the latter part of 2009 resulted in flooding in the coastal regions of 
Kenya which continued into January 2010 causing flooding incidences in various parts of the 
country. The floods have resulted in loss of human and livestock lives, displacement of households in 
flood prone areas, and destruction of property (houses and farmlands). The floods have also had a 
negative impact on the water and sanitation situation and health of the affected population due to 
exposure to contaminated water, lack of basic sanitation facilities and congestion of flood victims in 
random assembly points like churches and schools.  Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) rapid 
assessments in the affected regions indicate that at least 30 human deaths have been reported in 
various parts of the country, with some 30,000 people in dire need of emergency aid.  
 
North Rift Region 
 
Larger Turkana 
Heavy rains experienced in Turkana from 21-22 December 2009 resulted in flash floods, which 
affected Turkana East, Turkana Central and Turkana North districts. KRCS Turkana Branch conducted 
an assessment on 23rd December 2009 which confirms that in Turkana East, some 4,294 households 
were displaced and five people drowned in the raging waters. Five bridges and 20 pit latrines 
collapsed. The Turkana Morulem Scheme was destroyed after 1000 acres of it were flooded. Two 
schools and two health facilities were also destroyed by floods. In total 6,500 shelters were 
destroyed. Livestock were also swept away by raging waters with 4,298 shoats, 184 cattle, 60 
donkeys and 193 camels drowning. In Turkana Central District, at least 2,731 people were displaced 
and three killed by the raging flood waters. 174 shelters were destroyed and 235 shoats and 12 cattle 
also drowned. In Turkana South District, at least 77 people (12hh) were displaced by flood waters. 
The total number of affected people in the larger Turkana is over 4,852 households (24,278 people). 
 

 
A flooded village in Turkana 
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Larger Pokot  
River Nginyang burst its banks and forced residents in downstream in East Pokot, to move to higher 
grounds. Some 30 households were displaced and at least one death reported in East Pokot. In West 
Pokot District, floods have affected more than 160 households in Kongelai and destroyed 60 houses. 
The floods also have cut off the main Kenya - Sudan road.  
 
Kericho District 
Some seven households were displaced after strong winds destroyed their houses 6th January 2010.  
 
Nandi Hills 
Heavy rains have been pounding the Mau Forest, Nandi North, Nandi South, and Tinderet. No 
flooding incident has been reported in these districts so far.  
 
Mt Elgon 
In Mt Elgon, at least 20 families were affected by heavy rains after their houses were destroyed in 
Cheptais Division. No further incidents of floods have been reported in the region with water levels 
of parts that had earlier been affected by the rains going down. 
 
South Rift Region 
 
Marigat District 
Marigat was hit by floods on 27th December 2009 which displaced at least 737 households (3,673 
people). The displaced households are in Marigat Eldume Primary School (122hh), Marigat Longewan 
Apostolic Church (60hh) and Marigat Ng’ambo Primary School (555hh). Ng’ambo Dispensary was 
destroyed by raging waters. The floods have interfered with the major livelihood in the area which 
includes charcoal burning and livestock rearing. The communities’ livelihoods have been affected 
due to drowning of livestock and wet conditions, which is not practical for charcoal burning.    
 
Naivasha District 
On 27th December 2009, Moindabi and Kikopey were hit by a flash floods and a total of 150 
households (750 people) were displaced in Moindabi and Maela.  The flood waters caused livestock 
deaths and destroyed boreholes and latrines.  
 
Mogotio Districts 
Heavy rains experienced on 1st January 2010 to 2nd January 2010 led to flash floods that displaced at 
least 97 households and resulted in one death in affected areas of Eminin, Kapchelungun and Kuresoi 
locations. 
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Flooded homes in Mogotio 

 
Rongai District 
Flash floods affected at least 73 households in Makongeni, and Athinai locations of Rongai. At least 
four deaths were reported in Athinai as a result of the flash floods.  
 
Narok District 
Narok town was hit by flash floods on 23-24 December 2009, which resulted from heavy rains that 
pounded the hilly Oloipito Location.  The floods killed two people, displaced at least 60 households 
and affected some 75 households. The floods also disrupted business in the area. Flash floods struck 
Narok again on 1st January 2010, sweeping livestock and destroying crops.  
 
Suswa Location in Narok received heavy rains on 1-3 January 2010 resulting in floods which displaced 
at least 77 households in Suswa, Olekaren and Olesharo locations. Also affected were Oltanki Primary 
School and the Chief’s camp, 50 business premises and 20 bomas. Some 10 goats and two donkeys 
drowned. This brings the total number of displaced households in Narok to 137.  

 
Flooded homes in Suswa 
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Kajiado District 
Floods in Kajiado North resulted in at least three deaths.  
 
West Kenya Region 
 
Nyando District 
In Nyando District, at least 330 households have been displaced. In lower Nyakatch in Nyando 
District, at least 250 households have been displaced in eight villages. At least 1,674 people are at risk 
of being displaced by floods in the district. Some 87 households have been evacuated to safety and 
are camping at St Alloys Primary School, while 27 households are camping at Lae Primary School.  
 
Some 77 households that were displaced are seeking refuge within the community by staying with 
relatives or friends. In Nyando Division, three villages have been flooded, with 56 households in 
Nyakon Sub-location and 24 households in Ayweyo Sub-location being affected. Miruka primary 
school in Nyando Division is marooned by water Atoyien River. Two latrines in the school have been 
destroyed at the school.  
 

 
Flooded farmlands in Nyakach, Nyanza Region 

 
Rachuonyo District 
In Rachuonyo, at least one death was reported following floods in the area. At least 15 goats were 
swept away, over 15 acres of farm crops destroyed, and tens of houses damaged.  
 
Siaya District 
Floods in Siaya District have affected Masala sub-location in Rarieda district. At least five deaths have 
been reported and over 101 households have been affected and 15 households evacuated to safer 
grounds. Approximately 9.5sq km of farmlands of maize, sorghum, beans, green grams have been 
destroyed. The floods have also disrupted learning in the area after three permanent classrooms at 
Ndhere Primary School were destroyed, forcing some 105 school pupils to learn under trees. The 
floods have affected many roads in the district.  
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Kisumu 
Heavy rains in Kisumu have affected Kadibo Division, damaging approximately 10 hectares of rice 
farms and 16 hectares of maize farms and 12 houses.  
 
Lower Eastern Region 
 
Nairobi 
Thunderstorms experienced on 22nd December 2009 in Nairobi resulted in the death of at least four 
people. The rains caused floods in the Central Business District and in slums such as Mathare, 
Mukuru, Mtitumba and Kibera. In Kibera, raging flood waters destroyed 66 houses. The strong winds 
blew roofs of 33 houses in Makadara and also brought down trees along Mombasa road, Valley road 
and Haille Selasie Avenue, where at least two people were injured and four others died along the 
Jogoo road.  
 
Makindu District 
Floods in Makindu District have affected an estimated 180 households. Four households have been 
evacuated to safer grounds. At least 20 household farms were washed away by floods.  
 
Kitui District 
Floods have displaced at least six households in Mutomo. The affected communities in Kitui district 
are still recovering from effects of a prolonged drought.  
 
Number of affected households 

District Number of deaths Number of Affected households 
(Average of 5 people per hh) 

Turkana  East 5 4,294 
Turkana Central 3 546
Turkana South  12 
East Pokot 1 30
West Pokot  160 
Marigat  737
Mogotio 1 97 
Rongai 4 73 
Kajiado 3  
Narok 2 137 
Siaya (Rarieda) 5 101 
Nyando  330 
Rachuonyo 1  
Naivasha  150 
Nairobi 4 
Kericho  7 
Makindu  180
Kitui  6 
Isiolo  7
Total 29 6,867 
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Coordination and Partnership 
 
The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) staff and volunteers are working closely with the Government 
line ministries and other stakeholders in conducting assessments to establish the extent of damage 
and number of people affected by the floods.  KRCS is working with the Ministry of Public Health and 
Sanitation in providing health interventions in affected regions. KRCS team in Turkana distributed 
1,500kg of Government of Kenya (GoK) food.  GoK has also distributed 70 bags of maize and five bags 
of beans in Rongai.  
 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Action 
 
The KRCS conducted rapid assessments in affected regions. KRCS has distributed 428 NFIs in South 
Rift Region, and dispatched 4,000 NFIs for distribution to 4,000 households in Turkana. KRCS has also 
dispatched Water Treatment Units to provide safe water in the North and South Rift Regions.  
 
Progress towards objectives 
 
Objective 1: To undertake search and rescue operations in flood-affected areas. 
 
The KRCS response team evacuated and elderly woman from flood waters Mogotio and was taken to 
a camp in Kures.  In Turkana East, KRCS together with the Provincial administration and World Vision 
evacuated a number of households.  
 
Objective 2: To provide non-food items to families affected by floods 
 
The KRCS has also dispatched 4,000NFIs for distribution to 4,000 households in Turkana. KRCS teams 
distributed 1,500kg of Government of Kenya (GoK) food.   
 
In the South Rift Region, KRCS has distributed 428 NFIs in Mogotio (53hh), Rongai (83), Marigat 
(232hh) and Narok (60hh). Relief food was also distributed to 136 households in Rongai (83hh) and 
Mogotio (53hh), each receiving 30kgs of maize, 10kgs of beans, 2 and ½kg of cooking oil and 1 and 
½kg of salt. 
 
 
Objective 3: To contribute to reduction of excess morbidity and mortality caused by floods and 
landslides by providing preventive public health community care and basic clinical services to 
populations affected and displaced by floods. 
 
Two KRCS health teams each comprising a doctor, three nurses, one Public Health Officer and a 
Nutritionist are conducting mobile clinics in Turkana in North Rift and South Rift.  Kenya Red Cross 
has dispatched one Inter Agency Health Kit, one Cholera Volunteer Kit and a Cholera Treatment 
Module to Turkana. In West Kenya, KRCS health teams are conducting assessments of the affected 
areas to determine the impact of the floods and identify priority needs.  
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Objective 4: To provide sustained access to safe water and adequate sanitation facilities and 
hygiene promotion for the flood affected populations 
 
Following assessments in Turkana conducted on 7th January 2010, KRCS teams plan to distribute 
water purification tablets and chlorinate wells in Turkana on 8th January 2010. KRCS has mobilized 
communities to excavate pits for construction of latrines and KRCS will distribute 50 Sanitation 
Platforms (Sanplats) for use in the construction. KRCS plans to train 14 volunteers in Hygiene 
Promotion in Turkana. Some 3,620 Aquatabs were also distributed to residents in Marigat to prevent 
water borne diseases following contamination of water sources.   
 
Objective 5: Offer logistical support in terms of primary and secondary transportation of non-
food relief, as well as stock relief items in warehouses in the field for easy access by 
beneficiaries at all times. 
 
Kenya Red Cross has dispatched 4,000 family kits for distribution in North Rift Region, and an 
additional 300 family kits which was distributed in South Rift. KRCS is also engaging light vehicles in 
the  
 

 
Flagging off relief supplies to flood affected areas 
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Communications – Advocacy and Public information 
 

The Kenya Red Cross Secretary General, Abbas Gullet held a press conference on 5th January 2010, 
where he updated the media on the floods situation countrywide. The Secretary General has also 
been featured on NTV, KTN and KBC TV stations, as well as radio stations such as Radio Umoja, where 
he talked on the floods situation and KRCS action.  
 
The Acting Head of Department, Disaster Management, Abdishakur Othowai,  wasalso interviewed 
on Capital FM on 7th January 2009 and NTV on 11th January 2009, where he addressed the floods 
situation and response by the Society.  
 

 
KRCS SecretaryGeneral, Abbas Gullet (right), during at a press briefing on the floods situation in the country.  

 
 

Various media extensively covered the floods situation in Kenya, as news and feature items. The PR 
Office has created a special page on the website for the Kenya floods 2010, and operations updates 
will be posted on a weekly basis. 
 
At least four items including a special feature on floods in Turkana East have been posted on KRCS 
and IFRC websites. 
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How we work 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) in Disaster 
Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response 
(Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. 
 
The International Federation’s activities 
are aligned with its Global Agenda, 
which sets out four broad goals to meet 
the Federation's mission to "improve the 
lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing 
the power of humanity". 

Global Agenda Goals: 
� Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and impact from 

disasters. 
� Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact from 

diseases and public health emergencies. 
� Increase local community, civil society and Red Cross Red 

Crescent capacity to address the most urgent situations of 
vulnerability. 

� Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social exclusion and 
promote respect for diversity and human dignity. 

Contact Information  
 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  
� In Kenya: Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, phone +254.20.60.35.93; 

+254.20.60.86.81/13; fax:+254.20.60.35.89; email: gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org 
�  
 
 


