
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 20 February 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 27/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
As calm has been restored countrywide, humanitarian relief assistance has been ongoing without any 
hindrance. Every Internally Displaced Person (IDP) has received relief assistance countrywide. As a result 
of the traumatic episodes that the IDPs have experienced, the Kenya Red Cross stepped up its efforts to 
heal emotional wounds through its psychosocial support programme. The Kenya Red Cross has reached 
upto 120,399 people countrywide with psychosocial counselling. The Tracing programme has also been 
reuniting families separated because of the violence. Close to 400 families have so far been reunited
positively. There are also hundreds of unaccompanied minors that have been registered and 
accommodated in children’s homes to ensure proper care and support pending their reunification with 
their parents at a later date.  
 
Situation 
There is relative calm in Pirrar and Kirindon/Emurua Dikirr divisions in Transmara District following 
skirmishes between two communities. For the past two weeks the worst affected locations in Pirrar 
Division are Olronkai and Kabune locations with at least 385 houses burnt. In Kirindon/Emurua Dikirr 
division, the worst affected areas are Kiprot Kot and Busenge. Several peace meetings have been 
planned in the worst affected areas to restore calm.  
 



Kenya: Electoral Violence Operations Update No. 19/2008 

 
 

2

Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
Distribution of non-food 
items in Kipkelion is still 
ongoing, with 1,608 
households targeted. Other 
items distributed to 9,409 
beneficiaries included 
3,316 blankets, 1,548 
mosquito nets, 1,748 bars 
of soap, 1,808 tarpaulins, 
264 kitchen sets, 1,330 
jerricans, 80 mattresses and 
240 sanitary pads. The 
relief team left for Suba 
District on 20th February 
2008. Upto 5,356 people 
received 122 MT of relief 
food comprising corn meal, 
CSB, pulses, HEB biscuits, cooking oil, maize, sugar and rice in the Second Phase of relief distribution 
in Kisumu. Other areas covered are Kakamega, Vihiga, Kisii/Nyamira, Busia, Kisumu, Kisumu, Migori, 
Siaya and part of Bureti/Borabu and Vihiga. Kenya Red Cross donated food items to Vienna Children’s 
Home in Kisumu.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links.  
 
Progress 
The Tracing team left for Kericho on 20th February 2008 to pick three unaccompanied minors (UAMs) 
whose parents were located in Ekerenyo. The children are expected to be reunified with their parents. 
Another team left Kisumu for Kericho to pick the mother of three UAMs who are currently in Kisumu. 
However, the trip was postponed for a later date. Six UAMs are still at the Moi Stadium in Kisumu and 
Tracing team is working with the children’s department to relocate them to a suitable children’s home as 
the reunification process goes on.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
In Nakuru, Kisumu and Eldoret, health education and promotion, nursing care, family planning and 
reproductive health, curative services, immunization and child health services have been ongoing. 14 
children underwent nutrition screening whereby their weight was taken. 29 pregnant and lactating 
mothers also received nutritional attention. More children had stunted growth therefore having moderate 
malnutrition of 28.5%.  
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The table below shows the results of the Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) measurements.  
        Weight for Height 

Category Number Percentage  Category Number Percentage 
Normal (> 13.5) 1 11.1  Normal (>90) 8 57.2 
At risk (<13.5) 5 55.6  At risk (<90) 2 14.3 
Moderate (<12.5) 2 22.2  Moderate (<80) 4 28.5 
Severe (<11.5) 1 11.1  Severe (<70) 0 0 
Total 9 100  Total 14 100 

 
Psychosocial support 
Kenya Red Cross volunteers visited various camps in Nairobi to conduct a feasibility study to identify 
special cases and looking for ways on how these cases can be assisted. These cases included cerebral 
palsy/physical disability, hearing/visual impairment, down syndrome, mental retardation, autism, 
communication impairment (delayed speech development) and other conditions that affect normal 
development. The Kenya Red Cross has reached upto 120,399 people countrywide with psychosocial 
counselling countrywide.  
 
See below statistics; 
Mombasa  2,494 
Eldoret  46,754 
Nakuru and its environs 47,498 
Kakamega 2,003 
Kisumu  5,604 
Nairobi and its environs 14,002 
Naivasha 2,044 
Total counselled 120,399 

 
Partnership and Coordination 
The Kenya Red Cross Branches in Nyanza and Western region continue to work closely with 
government ministries, other NGOs and UN agencies. Coordination meetings have been held with the 
Ministry of Health headquarter staff who have conducted health needs assessment in IDP camps, 
Ministry of Home Affairs and Children’s Department who have conducted an assessment on the effect of 
post election violence on children.  
 
In psychosocial counselling, Kenya Red Cross has been collaborating with Nairobi Women’s Hospital, 
Kenya Psychological Association, Kenya Counselling Association, National Alliance of Churches, 
University of Nairobi, USIU, Community Organization Practitioners Association, Karen School for the 
Deaf, Children’s Department, SOS, Kenyatta National Hospital, African Network for the Prevention and 
Protection Against Child Abuse, Health Care Assistance Kenya, Kenya Institute of Education, UNHCR, 
Division of Mental Health and IOM.  
 
ICRC Support 
Since the beginning of the crisis, ICRC has been working closely with its counterparts at the Kenya Red 
Cross, both at Headquarters and in the field, providing technical assistance and expertise, particular in 
the fields of tracing, water and sanitation, logistics and security. It has provided essential household 
items, tarpaulins and water and sanitation equipment, as well as medical supplies, an emergency surgical 
team and forensics expertise. It has full time staff working with Kenya Red Cross in Bungoma, Eldoret, 
Nakuru and Kisumu, and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, two aircrafts and a 
helicopter to provide a backbone to the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


