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Highlights 
 
o The Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC) is increasing its monitoring of food 

insecurity during the critical lean season from October-March.  This period, 
characterized even in normal years by reduced availability of food and water, 
increasing food prices and high demand for labor, may be especially difficult after 
two years of drought.  The VAC will provide an update of its July food security and 
nutrition assessment, which found 659,000 people to be extremely food insecure 
and 256,000 people ‘at-risk’ of food insecurity. 

 
o The amount of food distributed in August was still below the needs assessed by the 

VAC.  The problem is especially acute in Gaza Province, where August distributions 
met less than 40 percent of the assessed needs.  Food supply delays, logistical 
problems due to poor access and implementing partner capacity are blamed for the 
poor coverage of needs in Gaza. 

 
o WFP supplied emergency food aid to 523,000 people in August, approximately 80 

percent of the VAC identified needs.  WFP cannot currently target any additional 
beneficiaries, given the lack of food aid in the pipeline. 

 
o The results of SARCOF (Southern Africa Regional Climate Outlook Forum) show that 

in the first half of the season (October-December), the Northern region (Niassa, 
Cabo Delgado, Nampula and much of Zambézia provinces) is expected to receive 
near-normal rainfall with a slight tendency toward below normal.  The central 
region (Tete, Manica, Sofala and southern Zambezia provinces) and the southern 
region (Inhambane, Gaza and Maputo provinces) are likely to receive normal rainfall 
with a tendency to above normal.   

 
o For the second half of the season (January-March), there is a likelihood of above 

normal rainfall with tendency to normal for the northern region including Zambézia 
Province.  Normal rainfall is expected to occur in central and southern region with 
some tendency to above normal in the central region. 



Critical period for food insecurity begins 
 
The ‘lean season’ or ‘hungry season’ occurs from October through the next harvest, 
which begins in January in the earliest planted areas of the south and continues 
through April/May in the northern zones.  Even in normal years, many households 
face reductions in the amount of food available during this period.  Stocks become 
exhausted, food prices tend to increase and water shortages may occur.  At the 
same time, households need to expend extra energy preparing their fields and 
planting.  Due to the prevailing drought and the high levels of food insecurity across 
the south and parts of the central zones, this year’s lean season could be especially 
difficult for many households. 
 
The Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC) is increasing its monitoring of food 
insecurity during this critical period.  The July VAC food security and nutrition survey 
showed that 659,000 people are in a critical stage of food insecurity, while another 
256,000 are ‘at-risk’ of food insecurity during the lean season.  The VAC is gathering 
additional information to monitor the food security status in the drought-affected 
areas.  Very little regular monitoring information on key indicators is available from 
existing information systems to track changes in vulnerability, so the VAC is 
attempting to compile other useful information.  Field assessments may be 
undertaken in October, and the VAC is also participating in WFP’s provincial meetings 
with implementing partners (IP).  Thus, a VAC mission took part in the Gaza and 
Maputo IP meetings in September.   
 
The Gaza IP meeting concluded that: 

• Current food distributions are far below the real needs indicated in the July 
VAC report; 

• Most of the cassava did not resist the severe drought.  People have also used 
the cassava leaves excessively as food, giving no chance for the tubers to 
develop; 

• Although rains have not started, planting is already taking place except in 
semi-arid zones, such as Chicualacuala where the soil is too dry to plough and 
farmers await the first rains; 

• Water shortages are getting worse.  People are anxiously awaiting the onset 
of rains.  People are drinking water that is unfit for human consumption in 
some places. 

The main highlights from the Maputo IP meeting are that: 
• The number of people in need of food assistance has been continuously 

increasing as the food security situation has worsened since June; 
• The number of school dropouts is increasing; 
• Water sources are drying up; 
• Some rains occurred in June/July and many farmers planted maize, but the 

sudden cessation of rains negatively affected the crops; 
• The production of cassava is severely jeopardized due to inadequate 

moisture;  
• Farmers are awaiting the onset of rains and have their fields ready for 

planting; 
• Livestock are adversely affected.   
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Food aid: pipeline shortfall continues  
 
The WFP food aid pipeline for Mozambique, consisting of resources currently 
available and some carry-over stocks, will only cover food needs through November.  
The regional EMOP is currently 24 percent funded.  To date, WFP is covering the 
needs of 523,000 people, approximately 80 percent of the number of people 
identified by the VAC to be in a situation of extreme food insecurity (see Figure 1).  
WFP can not target any additional beneficiaries due to shortfalls in supplies.  As the 
lean season approaches, the number of people in need could increase. 
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Figure 1: Evolution of food aid needs and response
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s shown in Figure 2, the amount of food distributed (through Food For Work, FFW, 
nd Vulnerable General Feeding, VGF) in August was not enough to meet the needs 
ssessed by the VAC in several provinces.  The problem is especially acute in Gaza 
rovince, where August distributions met less than 40 percent of the assessed needs.  
he combined factors of food delivery delays, logistical problems and implementing 
artner capacity explain why only 37 percent of beneficiaries were reached in Gaza.   

Figure 2: August 03 food distributions vs. VAC assessed needs
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FEWS NET visited the remote village of Memo in Mandlakazi district (Gaza Province), 
where deaths due to famine were reported.  The situation in Memo cannot be 
extrapolated to other areas of the Province, but it is possible that similar conditions 
exist in other remote locations. 
 

Food insecurity prevails in Memo 
 
Memo is a remote village of the administrative post of Macuacua in Mandlakazi district of 
Gaza province (see map below).  Recent news from that locality reported that 19 people 
had died as result of hunger.  District authorities immediately assessed the situation in 
late August, concluding that the deaths were not caused by hunger.  However, the lack 
of food was said to be critical and required an urgent solution.  The group carried 170 
sacks of maize and 20 sacks of beans for immediate distribution.   
 
FEWS NET accompanied the Administrator of Mandlakazi and the INGC provincial 
delegate to Memo on 19 September.  The 40 km trip from the Macuacua Administrative 
Post to Memo took 3 hours, a clear indication that Memo is highly inaccessible. 
According to the Administrator, the district has two distinct regions: the coastal regions, 
where much of the district’s agricultural production takes place, and the second region 
covering all the interior highlands and northern areas bordering Inhambane province. 
This second area is severely affected by drought and during the last two cropping 
seasons, agricultural production was almost nil.  Even the traditionally cultivated cassava 
crop is not withstanding the severity of the drought. 
 
In Memo, the local leader emphasized that the 19 deaths that had occurred so far this 
year was much above the normal number of deaths in an entire year (less than 10).  The 
leader felt that most of the deaths were not from ‘natural causes’ but were related to 
lack of food - perhaps as a result of over-consumption of wild roots with a high level of 
toxicity.   
 
The FEWS NET mission confirmed the total absence of cassava crop in the fields, 
excessive school drop-outs, and the migration of some households from the village. 
Villagers normally go to neighboring districts, such as Chibuto, in time of stress to seek 
food or work, but this year, the drought situation in those areas has curtailed that 
option.   
 
Memo has not been included in emergency food aid programs to date, but the 
administration, the World Food Program, and Save the Children-US are working to 
include these areas as quickly as possible. 
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Likelihood of near-normal rainfall during the 2003/04 rainy season 
 
Regional and national climate experts have reported that there are no strong 
indications that the coming rainfall season will be either exceptionally dry or 
exceptionally wet.  This year, El Niño is not expected to occur, and sea temperatures 
in areas affecting southern Africa are moderate and not likely to have a strong 
impact on the region.  This situation is different from last year, when El Niño and 
temperatures in the Indian Ocean were partly responsible for drier than usual 
conditions. 
 

  
Figure 3 shows that for the first half of the 
season, the Northern region (Niassa, Cabo 
Delgado, Nampula and much of Zambézia 
provinces) is expected to receive near-normal 
rainfall with a slight tendency toward below-
normal.  The central region, (Tete, Manica, Sofala 
and southern Zambezia provinces) and the 
southern region (Inhambane, Gaza and Maputo 
provinces) are likely to receive normal rainfall with 
a tendency to above-normal. 
 

Figure 4 shows that for the second half of the 
season, there is a likelihood of above-normal 
rainfall with tendency to normal for the entire 
northern region including Zambézia province.  
Normal rainfall is expected to occur in central and 
southern region with some tendency of above-
normal in the central region. 
 

Figure 3

 Source: INAM  Source: INAM 

Figure 4

 
Despite the relatively normal forecast, the outlook for the 2003/04 rainfall season 
does not take into account rainfall that may occur due to tropical cyclones.  Tropical 
disturbances, including cyclones conditions, cannot be accurately predicted on a 
seasonal basis.  Scientists also warn that rainfall is more difficult to predict in the 
absence of unusual climatic indicators than it is in years with strong El Niño or La 
Niña signals. 
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Figure 5 
 

Mean October-December Rainfall (mm) Mean January-March Rainfall (mm) 

 
Source: National Institute of Meteorology (INAM) 

Figure 5 shows the mean total rainfall 
distribution for both periods, October to 
December and January to March.  Rainfall 
amounts ranging from 120 mm in the most 
arid zones of western Gaza province up to 
about 470 mm in the interior highlands of 
western Zambézia and Manica may 
characterize the rainfall distribution during the 
first three months of the main rainy season 
(October to March 2003).  On the other hand, 
rainfall amounts ranging from 200 mm 
(western Gaza) to 950 mm (north) are likely to 
occur during the second half of the season 
(January to March 2004).   
 
An important factor for the agricultural 
planning is the onset of the rains.  An updated 
map showing the mean rainfall onset is shown 
on Figure 6, according to dekad of onset.  
Rains normally start in a few places in October, 
especially in Maputo Province and some parts 
of Manica and Sofala provinces.  By mid-
November, the rainy season has normally 
started across much of the country including 
some of the productive zones in central Mozambique and much of the semi-arid 
south.  The latest start of rains is seen in the northern part of the country (northern 
Nampula, Niassa and Cabo Delgado), where the season does not normally get 

MEAN ONSET OF RAINSFigure 6

Source: USGS
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underway until December.  This analysis was generated using 7-year (1996-2002) 
average satellite-based Rainfall Estimate (RFE) data.   
 
 
Seed fairs underway 
 
The Agricultural Emergency Coordination Unit (Unidade de Coordenação de 
Emergência Agrícola, UCEA) is conducting a series of tools and inputs fairs in 
southern Mozambique with funding from DFID (Department for International 
Development, UK).  Farmers, local seed producers, seed company producers and 
traders are participating in the events.  As the main planting season approaches, 
sufficient seeds and inputs are critical for the recovery of affected households.  The 
fairs are proving to be a venue and mechanism for supplying seeds and tools for the 
starting of the planting season, especially for households in the southern and central 
zones affected by drought.  In fact, the land preparation for the planting season has 
started in many parts of south as the onset of rainy season nears.  However, UCEA 
found that some type of seeds sought by farmers, such as millet, sorghum and 
bambara nut, were not available for distribution and sale. 
 
UCEA has secured funding to organize similar fairs in the semi-arid areas of the 
central region affected by drought.  As such, UCEA is planning a total of 24 input 
trade fairs in the central provinces, targeting 12,000 beneficiaries in late October and 
earlier November, still within the planting season.   
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