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FLOODS 
Floods and landslides have affected various countries 

in South America.  Rio de Janeiro has seen its worst 

flooding in more than four decades. 

 

Brazil:  Water covers a street in the city of Rio de Janeiro due 
to heavy rains. Photo source: Brazilian Red Cross©.  

 

BRAZIL: Heavy rains during the past week in Rio de 

Janeiro state killed at least 231 people.  Authorities 

said 24,000 people have been left without shelter and 

that thousands of houses are still at risk. Brazil's 

Federal Government has sent troops to help rescue 

efforts and announced an emergency fund of US$113 

million to help Rio state cope with the disaster. (1) The 

International Federation of the Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies (IFRC) has allocated US$ 18,659 

from the Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund 

(DREF) to deploy the IFRC Regional Organizational 

Development Coordinator and Regional Intervention 

Team (RIT) member to Brazil to perform initial 

damage and needs assessments and provide support 

to the Brazilian Red Cross (BRC). (2)  

Sources: Corpo de Bombeiros do Estado do Rio De Janeiro 
(1), IFRC (2).  

 

PERU: Recent widespread flooding and numerous 

landslides in the regions of Huánuco, Cajamarca, and 

Ancash have affected nearly 1,000 people and 

resulted in 30 deaths, 54 injuries, 38 missing people, 

and the destruction of nearly 200 homes. In the city 

of Huánuco, 635 people have been temporarily 

sheltered.  Some 1,000 people needed to be 

evacuated by the overflowing of Lake San Luis de 

Lucma in the province of Utcubamba.  Between 

December and March, a total 83 persons were killed 

and 73 people went missing. More than 175,000 

persons have been affected.   

Sources: INDECI 

 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 

• BRAZIL: Heavy rains during the past week in Rio de Janeiro state killed at least 229 people.  
• HAITI: To date 90 per cent - around 1.2 million people - have received some form of shelter assistance.  
• GUATEMALA: The World Food Programme has appealed for a contribution of US$14 million. 
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ECUADOR: More than 1,200 families have been 

affected this week by three overflowing rivers in Napo 

province.  In addition, two people were killed, 11 

houses and a bridge destroyed and five 

neighbourhoods flooded by the overflowing of a river 

in Archidona.  In Orellana province, 31 families were 

affected by rains and in Tungurahua province, 280 

persons were affected.  In Cayapas y Santiago, in the 

district of Eloy Alfaro, 1,000 families were affected, of 

which 500 need humanitarian assistance.  On 8 April, 

the Government declared a state of emergency for the 

province of Napo. 

Source: UNETT, Secretariat for Disaster Management  

 

COLOMBIA: At least 10,737 people have been 

affected by heavy rains in the departments of Nariño, 

Cauca, Boyacá, Cundinamarca, Santander and Urabá. 

Source: Colombian Red Cross 

 

EARTHQUAKE 
MEXICO: The 4th April, 7.2 strong earthquake in Baja 

California resulted in two deaths and 232 wounded.  

Some 25,000 people were affected and approximately 

35,000 people have no access to safe water.  Shelters 

have been set up in Mexicali for some 4,000 people. 

Some homes and public buildings have been 

damaged.  The General Hospital in Mexicali has 

suffered serious damage.  The highway that connects 

Mexicali and Tijuana on the Pacific coast has been 

badly damaged, affecting roads and telephone 

communication. In addition, 150 km of rural roads, 

two bridges and many irrigation canals have suffered 

damage. 

Source: PAHO 

 

CHILE:  The Ministry of Interior has published new 

figures about earthquake/tsunami victims. The official 

death toll is 486, while the number of missing people 

is 79. 

According to the Minister of Treasury, the Government 

has committed US$900 million for the emergency 

response. In addition to the US$200 million already 

spent during the first 30 days after the earthquake, 

the Government also approved a plan of 

reconstruction with a budget of over US$700 million. 

The budget covers the following:  

• Housing: USD 144 million 

• Health: USD 184 million 

• Education: USD 100 million 

• Job Creation: USD 63 million 

• Public Works: USD 240 million 

 

The Government stated that, as of 8 April, 11,000 

emergency housing have been installed and 14,000 

tents distributed. The Government is planning to build 

another 15,000 emergency shelters before the end of 

the month. 

The Minister of Treasury has reconfirmed that the cost 

of damage caused by the earthquake totals US$30 

billion: 

Loss of infrastructure: US$20.9 billion; 

Loss of production (GDP): US$7.6 billion; 

Other costs, such as nutrition and debris removal: 

US$1.1 billion. 

 

For more information about this major emergency 

please, visit the following humanitarian portals: 

Reliefweb  or Redhum 

Source: OCHA 

 

HAITI:  The International Red Cross Red Crescent 

Movement, along with other humanitarian 

organizations, is on target to achieve the initial overall 

aim to reach 1.3 million people with emergency 

shelter materials by 1 May, the original target date. 

To date 90 percent - around 1.2 million people - have 

received some form of shelter assistance.  

A multi-agency effort led by the Haiti government will 

evacuate 7,500 people deemed at risk of flooding 

from the Petionville Golf Club settlement in Port-au-

Prince to safer areas.  

So far, only 50% of the US$1.5 billion requested in 

the Revised Humanitarian Appeal has been funded.  
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OCHA is tracking official donations to various 

international appeals worldwide. For more information 

about the Haiti Appeal visit the Financial Tracking 

Services website.  For more information about this 

major emergency please, visit the following 

humanitarian portals: 

Reliefweb  or Redhum   

Sources: IFRC, OCHA, IOM 

 

WILDFIRE 
COSTA RICA: Over 1,500 hectares of forest have been 

destroyed by fire in the National Park Palo Verde, in 

Bagaces, Guanacaste.  

Source: La Nación 

 

COLOMBIA: The Ministry of Interior reported that 

between January and 6 April, almost 70,000 hectares 

of land have been destroyed by fire in the 

departments of Antioquia, Arauca, Bolívar, Boyacá, 

Caldas, Caquetá, Casanare, Cauca, Cesar, Córdoba, 

Cundinamarca, Guainía, Guajira, Guaviare, Huila, 

Magdalena, Meta, Nariño, Norte de Santander, 

Putumayo, Quindío, Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, 

Tolima, Valle del Cauca, Vichada, and Bogotá. 

Source: Sistema Nacional para la Prevención y Atención de 

Desastres 

 

DROUGHT-FOOD INSECURITY 
GUATEMALA: The World Food Programme has 

appealed to the international community for a 

contribution of US$14 million for life-saving 

operations to provide food assistance to 47,000 

families for a six month period.  

Source: WFP. 

 

DENGUE OUTBREAK 
 
Local authorities in the region are intensifying their 

activities to prevent and control the vector and the 

total number of cases registered in Americas is 

currently over 221,000 confirmed cases. 

 

COLOMBIA: According to the Ministry of health, over 

43,000 people have been infected with dengue; eight 

percent of these are grave cases.  

Source: El Financiero en Linea 

 

BOLIVIA: A 90-day state of red alert has been 

declared in the región of  Piura y Castilla due to 

dengue.   

Source: Correo 

 

BRAZIL: Health authorities said that since the 

beginning of the year until 6 March, 227, 109 cases of 

dengue had been registered against 131,872 in the 

same period last year. 

Source: EFE  

 

INFLUENZA A (H1N1) 
CHILE:  Six cases of H1N1 have been confirmed in the 

region of Los Lagos. 

Source: La Nación 

 

BOLIVIA: On 5 April, Bolivia started a national 

vaccination campaign against influenza A, with the 

aim of reaching 1.3 million people. 

Source: La Republica 

 

HONDURAS: Approximately 7,000 people have been 

immunized to date.  The target of the vaccination 

campaign is to reach 2 million people. 

Source: El Heraldo 

 

BRAZIL: On 10 April, a National Day of Vaccination 

against influenza A was organized.  During the 

subsequent campaign, health authorities plan to 

vaccinate 91 million people out of a total population of 

190 million.  

Source: Prensa Latina 

 

CUBA: Since the start of the vaccination campaign on 

1 April, approximately 200,000 people have been 

vaccinated in the country. 

Source: Prensa latina 


