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Key Messages
Food prices are declining thanks to new 2010 harvests, but increase in palm oil prices will likely result in difficulties for poor 
households to meet their requirements.

No major security concerns or natural hazards have affected food security in the country during the reporting period.

International agencies agree on high levels of hunger mainly due to lack of access to food by poor households.

The Government is implementing measures in support of producers to boost production.

Background
The total population is 5,69 million with 2% annual growth rate; 53% of the population lives with less than 1$ per day, and 35% was 
reported as undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 5.696

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2009 (WB) 790

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2003 (MDGI) 53%

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 61%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2009 (WB) 51%

Prices

  Thanks to the gradual arrival on the markets of newly 
harvested crops, food prices are dropping. Only palm oil price 
is showing an increase; this is mainly due to higher 
transportation costs as the rainy season has damaged road 
conditions, following flooding. As palm oil is extensively 
consumed, the higher prices are likely to result in increased 
household expenditures on meals and erode poor household 
purchasing power in deficit palm oil producing area such as 
Koinadugu, Kono, and Western areas.

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 35%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 50%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 13%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 49

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 49%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 1.6%

Food Security Situation Assessment
GIEWS estimates widespread lack of access to food. 
According to FEWSNET, food security is not particularly 
affected by major issues, with the exception of palm oil prices. 
FAO hunger map reports a high prevalence of 
undernurishment while IFPRI global hunger index estimates an 
alarming situation of hunger.
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With the exception of palm oil prices, all major food security 
drivers, such as rice prices, labor cost, exchange rate between 
Sierra Leone and Guinea currencies are consistent with normal 
seasonal patterns. Given that palm oil is extensively consumed ...
more
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
undernourished.
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the dry season, normal conditions are observed 
for the major part of the country except for the center of the 
country where poor to very poor conditions are observed. The 
general indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the 
relative difference between the NDVI for December 2010 and 
the average of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural 
zones derived from the GLOBCOVER 2005 database (ESA).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing No crops are sowed during the reference period

Growing No crops are growing during the reference period

Harvesting Rice - Yam - Soybean

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

There have not been major security problems in the country 
during the reporting period. However, significant localized 
staple crop losses ocurred due to floods in the period from July 
to September.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 9385 8476 9489

Total outside the country 37157 35480 18593

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Food Balance Sheet

The 2010 harvest is completed throughout the country, making 
food widely available at household level, but official estimates 
are not yet available. The 2009 cereal production was at 
858,000 tonnes representing a 15% increase from the previous 
year on and 32% above the five year average. Imports 
requirements for 2010 were at 160.000 tonnes, slightly lower 
than 2009 (164.000T).

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government is implementing a $400 mln plan to support 
farmers by establishing centres to process and store crops. It 
will also provide subsidised farm inputs such as fertiliser. 
Measures include the provision of equipment, training and 
improved access to markets with the overall aim of lifting people 
out of poverty and boosting the country’s agricultural production.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Input and market support

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food aid; school feeding

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Health aid failing countries that need it most
The Role of Women in Global Security
The Other Side of Gender: Including Masculinity Concer...
Press Conference by Outgoing Chair of Peacebuilding Co...
Security Council Presidential Statement Stresses Criti...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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