
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 17 March 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 36/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
Humanitarian activities in IDP camps in the country continued to receive more support from various
partnering institutions and well-wishers. A number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps have 
been closed, especially transit camps, including Moi Stadium, which was the main transit camp set up by 
the Kenya Red Cross in Kisumu. In Mt. Elgon, a middle-aged woman died in hospital while undergoing 
treatment following reports that she was severely beaten by suspected members of the Sabaot Land 
Defence Force (SLDF). The Kenya Red Cross health team in Cheptais had referred the woman to hospital. 
Upto 1,400 people were treated in the district from soft tissue injuries. The Kenya Red Cross team 
continued with the assessment and registration of displaced persons at Kanganga and Kimaswa centres in 
Cheptais Division.  
 
Situation 
Cattle-rustling has been reported in Transmara, with further fears of tension in that area .A meeting to 
reconcile two warring communities along the Sotik-Borabu boarder was held. In Nyanza/Western 
Region, the latest number of IDPs is 3,333 comprising of 554 households. The Mt. Elgon military 
operation is ongoing with the aim of rooting out members of the SLDF. Two men were killed in the 
ongoing military operations in Mt. Elgon District. The area is cordoned off from the media and other 
agencies. Kenya Red Cross enjoys full and unlimited access to all the areas in Mt. Elgon.  
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Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
The total food received in Nyanza/Western 
Region from the Kenya Red Cross Headquarters 
and well-wishers is 360.4032MT, GOK maize 
was 270MT, while WFP was 852.616MT. The 
total food distributed so far amounts to 
1,111.0902MT. Upto 10,586 families have 
received relief non-food items. The ICRC and the 
Kenya Red Cross teams went for assessment at 
Kongit in Kaptama division of Mt. Elgon District, 
Sirisia and Mayanja centres of Bungoma West 
District. Food from the GoK was distributed to 25 
families. A total of 10 bags of maize and 10 bags 
of peas were served.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of 
Family Links  
 
Progress 
The Kenya Red Cross Tracing team went to 
Songoh Police Station in Koru to register an 
UAM through a phone call by the OCS of the 
station following the awareness created by 
distributing the National Tracing Services hotlines 
and brochure to stakeholders such as the police, churches and schools. Two Tracing requests were 
opened by adults who reported to the Red Cross office in Kisumu Branch. A phone call was received 
from the OCS of Awendo Police station informing the Branch of two UAM at the station who needed 
Tracing services.  
 
In Mt. Elgon District, the Kenya Red Cross relief team assisted in transporting to Bungoma District 
Hospital Morgue the remains of a woman that was reportedly killed by the SLDF. The Kenya Red Cross 
Tracing team contacted the next of kin to make arrangements for burial.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
At least 140 people received treatment in Keroka IDP camps. The common ailments treated included 
URTI, malaria, GE, pneumonia and eye infection. 57 children were given Vitamin A Supplementation 
and 25 children were de-wormed. Over 250 people received health education and promotion messages 
on HIV and AIDS awareness and prevention. Five children aged one and 13 years were de-wormed. 
About 200 pieces of condoms were distributed in the camps. Five people were counselled and given 
VCT services; while 207 mosquito nets were issued.  

Crowd control before receiving relief assistance.
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On 15th March 2008, the Kenya Red Cross health team were at Keroka IDP camp again where another 80 
people were treated. The common conditions managed were: malaria, pneumonia, URTIs etc. 16 
children were de-wormed and given Vitamin A Supplementation and 157 mosquito nets issued.  
 
In Ekerenyo IDP camp, 109 people received treatment. The common ailments treated included URTI, 
malaria, GE, pneumonia and eye infection. 32 children were given Vitamin A Supplementation and over 
100 people received health education and promotion messages. Nine children between one and 13 years 
were de-wormed. One male and a female were counselled and given VCT services.  
 
Objective 6: To provide access to sanitation and hygiene promotion facilities for an 
estimated 500,000 IDPs and other post-elections affected individuals.  
 
The Kenya Red Cross WatSan team visited Kakamega Police Station and provided four mobilets and 
called for exhaustion of the full mobilets. Volunteers dug a dustbin and put up two bathrooms for males 
and females. The general hygiene in all the camps in the region is good.  
 
Objective 8: To improve awareness on Red Cross principles and Kenya Red Cross 
activities countrywide.  
 
Progress 
Kenya Red Cross and ICRC held a joint dissemination session on 17th and 18th March 2008 to the police 
in Eldoret. The dissemination session, which was attended by 80 police officers in the two days, covered 
the components of the Red Cross Movement, IHL and Kenya Red Cross intervention in the post election 
violence, security for IDPs, procedures for management of dead bodies and procedures for searching 
humanitarian vehicles. The sessions were intended to facilitate greater respect and appreciation from the 
police to Red Cross personnel and volunteers working on the ground, as well as create greater 
understanding of the role of the Red Cross Movement in the post election violence. The mission was also 
intended to provide an opportunity to train the volunteers with the necessary skills to carry out 
dissemination activities. On 18th March 2008, the Secretary General, together with the Governor, held a 
press briefing in Eldoret to update the media on the humanitarian intervention countrywide.  
 
Kenya Red Cross continues to receive positive coverage in the media on its activities countrywide. In 
some instances, the Kenya Red Cross has had negative publicity due to misconceptions and perceptions. 
The negative press were addressed accordingly and the record was set straight by the Secretary General 
and the Public Relations Manager.  
 

Partnership and Coordination 
MSF and Lutheran church joined in humanitarian assistance in Kisii, while the World Vision, ICRC, 
Merlin, Care Kenya and UN agencies continued to be support activities in the Nyanza/Western Region.  
 
ICRC Support: Since the beginning of the crisis, ICRC has been working closely with its counterparts 
at the Kenya Red Cross, both at Headquarters and in the field, providing technical assistance and 
expertise, particular in the fields of tracing, water and sanitation, logistics and security. It has provided 
essential household items, tarpaulins and water and sanitation equipment, as well as medical supplies, an 
emergency surgical team and forensics expertise. It has full time staff working with Kenya Red Cross in 
Bungoma, Eldoret, Nakuru and Kisumu, and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, two 
aircrafts and a helicopter to provide a backbone to the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


