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Highlights of the week 

 Over 40,000 winter clothes vouchers, electric heaters, blankets, 
pillows, mattresses, and hygiene and baby kits were distributed; 

 Over 18,000 World Food Programme (WFP) food vouchers were 
distributed; 

 Over 450 newly arrived Syrian refugees were visited, counselled 
and assisted; 

 The total number of Syrian refugee children enrolled in Lebanese 
public schools has reached over 27,700; 

 Over 2,200 refugee patients received primary health care services; 

 Over 580 patients were admitted to IMC, Caritas, and Makhzoumi 
Foundation-supported hospitals in Beirut, north Lebanon and the 
Bekaa. 

 Over 10,000 refugees were registered by UNHCR. 

 

 

UN Inter-Agency 
Response 
for Syrian Refugees 

LEBANON 

Beirut, March 1-8, 2013 

 

  

 وزارة  
 

الشؤو

  ن
 اإلجتماعية

 

  

  
  

  
    
  

  
 
 

  
  

  
  

  
 

 
  
  

  
  

 وزارة
 

الشؤو

  ن
 اإلجتماعية

   
  

  

  
  

 الجمهىرّيت اللبنانّيت

والتعليم وزارة التربيت  وزارة

 العالي
 

  
  



 
 

 
 

2 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – Lebanon Branch Office, Ramlet el-Baida 

Khater Building, Dr. Philippe Hitti Street, P.O. Box 11-7332, Tel.: +961 1 849 201, Fax: +961 1 849 211, e-mail: lebbe@unhcr.org 

 

Beirut 
March 1-8, 2013 

 

LEBANON 

 

Donor contributions for 2013 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Funding is also received in private donations from the following countries: China, Greece, Italy, Poland, 
Portugal, Saudi Arabia, and Spain. 

   

  EU funding is received from DEVCO and ECHO.  
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Registration and New Arrivals  
Currently, more than 336,000 Syrian refugees receive protection and assistance from the UN, NGO partners and 
the Lebanese government. Out of this number, over 213,000 are registered with UNHCR and more than 123,000 
are scheduled to be registered. In the course of the past week, UNHCR registered more than 10,000 refugees.  
Current distribution of the registered population is as follows: 
  
North Lebanon: 98,804 
Bekaa: 81,286 
Beirut and South Lebanon: 33,325 
 
The number of Syrian refugees in Jordan, Turkey, Iraq, Egypt and Lebanon hit the one million mark this week. 
Bushra, a single mother of two, was registered at the Tripoli registration centre as the one millionth refugee in the 
region on Wednesday.   
 
Most Syrian refugees who registered with UNHCR in March arrived from Homs, Idleb, Damascus and Aleppo.  
  
The new registration centre in Zahle –fully 
operational since last Friday– has already left a 
positive impact on the Office’s registration capacity. 
On Wednesday alone, over 1,050 people were 
registered, the highest daily registration statistic to 
date.  
 
Efforts to bridge the gap between the time of arrival 
and registration remain the Office’s number one 
priority. While programmes to assist people waiting 
to be registered continue, south teams are working 
to finalize the construction of the permanent 
registration premise in Tyre. Meanwhile in Beirut, 
UNHCR is constructing additional registration 
prefabricated cubicles at its existing premises, while 
finalizing an agreement on another piece of land 
that will serve as its second registration premise in 
the area.  
 
 
 

Protection  
 
Inter-agency work this week included monitoring needs, outreach and assistance to over 330,000 Syrian refugees 
spread across 980 municipalities in Lebanon. A questionnaire run at the Tripoli registration centre revealed that 
42% of registered refugees have first been displaced within Syria prior to crossing into Lebanon. In parallel, 
monitoring and outreach visits continue to highlight the particular needs of women and children who constitute 
over 78% of the overall refugee population. Counselling and referral to specific services is provided at all 
registration centres.  In Tripoli this is enhanced by counselling and referrals from MOSA social workers in the 

UNHCR constructing additional prefabricated cubicles at its existing 
registration premises in Beirut. (c) UNHCR Lebanon 
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registration centre there.  The efforts will be boosted in the future with the setting up of such services in 
distribution centres as well as in coordination with MOSA and UNICEF the expansion of the work MOSA SDCs 
including for social assessments to determine and assist vulnerable families.  
 
UNHCR and partners have also noticed an increased need for peace-building activities between local communities 
and refugees in some areas of Akkar. These will address tensions that have stemmed from personal disputes and 
also are linked to high unemployment rate among Lebanese and Syrian refugee youth. UNHCR is working to expand 
the provision of vocational training and other agriculture-based projects based on advice from the Mayor of 
Mashha. UNDP and UNHCR are also working on quick-impact projects to provide needed improvements to hosting 
communities in these and other impacted areas in Lebanon. These will add to over 36 such projects that have been 
implemented based on local communities’ demand and needs over the past two years.  
 
The importance of birth registration has again been brought to the fore this week with efforts by UNHCR, UNICEF 
and OHCHR to work with the Government authorities to ensure that Syrian refugee children born in Lebanon 
receive birth certificates identifying their nationality as Syrian.  Without this needed document, Syrian children 
born in Lebanon may not be recognised as Syrian nationals and could become stateless in Lebanon.  The 
importance of safeguarding against this has been recognised by the government who has indicated that efforts are 
under-way to ensure necessary measures are in place.  
 

Security 
During the past week, border areas in north Lebanon have been subject to heavy shelling from Syria. Shells hit 
Lebanese border villages occasionally as clashes inside Syria were taking place near the border. No casualties have 
been reported. 

In Tripoli, the security situation continued to be volatile during the past week with reports of sporadic shooting and 
grenade throwing mainly in Abi Samra, Syria Street, Tebbaneh and Qobbeh. 

Distribution 
UNICEF, UNHCR, Danish Refugee Council (DRC), Amel Association, Makhzoumi Foundation, World Vision and 
Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre distributed over 40,000 winter clothes vouchers, electric heaters, blankets, pillows, 
mattresses, and hygiene and baby kits this week. In addition, over 18,000 World Food Programme (WFP) food 
vouchers and 5,000 fuel coupons were distributed to refugees across the country.  

Inter-agency efforts continued to assist refugees pending registration with basic items through UNHCR, partners, 
municipalities and local charities. The Danish Refugee Council, Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre and partner 
agencies are visiting newly arrived refugees to assess their needs and provide them with essentials such as heating 
tools and hygiene kits. Over 450 newly arrived Syrian refugees were visited, counselled and assisted this week. 

Education 

The on-going strike held by school teachers and public servants demanding a pay raise has affected both Syrian and 
Lebanese school students and has hindered the implementation of a number of education initiatives including the 
Joint Education Needs Assessment. The latter was developed in February with the aim to run in-depth assessments 
in over 60 public schools in the country.  
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Support to school-aged refugee children continued through the provision of remedial classes and accelerated 
learning programmes across Lebanon. The Ministry of Education and Higher Education (MEHE) estimates that more 
than 32,000 Syrian children have been enrolled in public schools. UNICEF, UNHCR and partners are supporting 
27,721 of those children with their tuition and parent committee fees, stationary, uniforms, and other educational 
needs. Refugee children who did not have a chance to enrol at the outset of the school year continue to approach 
education partners for support in the process. UNICEF facilitated the enrolment of 1,983 refugee students during 
the past week alone.  

The MEHE has also agreed to provide and finance a second shift of afternoon classes in public schools. This decision 
resulted from the increased number of children attending schools with limited resources, and is aimed at improving 
these schools’ absorption capacity. This initiative will be implemented in Arsal as a pilot project and later expanded 
to more schools across Lebanon. UN and international and local partners are currently reaching out to refugee 
students to encourage them to enroll in these classes.    

Health 
A total of 2,245 Syrian refugees approached UNHCR, International Medical Corps (IMC), Amel Association, Caritas 
and Makhzoumi foundation-supported primary health care clinics in Beirut, Bazourieh, Tyre, Al Ain, Tripoli, Akkar, 
Wadi Khaled, and the Bekaa valley, to receive consultations including dental, diagnostic services, prenatal care, 
medications, vaccinations and referrals. Over 630 health awareness sessions were conducted this week covering a 
number of health topics namely on anti and post natal care, hygiene maintenance, and prevention of hepatitis A. 
As to secondary health care, a total of 587 refugee patients were admitted to hospitals this week. 

The capacities of local primary health care centers is under increased pressure as more Syrian refugees approach 
these centers for services in addition to their regular load. UNFPA conducted field visits to assess the needs of both 
primary health care centers and Social Development Centers in the North, Bekaa, and South namely in terms of 
reproductive health kits and services. These assessments are meant to improve the response to the needs of Syrian 
refugee women and girls. UNHCR and IMC are also working to support these centers through staff training and the 
provision of primary medications. 

The enhanced immunization campaign that was carried out through the efforts of the Ministry of Public Health 
(MOPH), UNICEF, and WHO concluded in areas with the highest concentrations of refugees. A total of 265,000 
Lebanese and Syrian children between the ages 0-18 years have been vaccinated against measles and polio while 
123,000 children have received Vitamin A supplements. The nationwide rollout of the vaccination campaign in 16 
remaining provinces will begin on March 18.  

As part of partners’ efforts to identify Syrian refugees living in abandoned shelters and respond to their needs, 
UNHCR, CLMC and IMC worked on providing much needed health care in a collective shelter in Sidon hosting 75 
refugee families. Following rapid assessments, a number of health problems were identified, including pregnant 
women with no access to anti-natal care, (we are a humanitarian agency!), and children with respiratory problems. 
An IMC supported Mobile Medical Unit (MMU) visited the premise, a general physician assessed the health 
situation and provided medical care and medications free of charge, while other health care providers offered 
nursing care to those who needed it. In addition, medications, baby kits and cereals were distributed while health 
actors are coordinating the urgent provision of hygiene kits and vaccinations in the coming days.| 

MMUs are proving to be a successful immediate means to provide medical support to refugees who find it difficult 
to commute to primary health care centers or who are not yet informed of available services. Two additional 
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MMUs were deployed through CLMC in the Bekaa this week. Pediatrics and gynecological consultations, 
vaccinations, nursing care, medications, and fetal echography were provided free of charge.  

UNHCR and IMC are now expanding mental health care services in the Bekaa valley. In Labwe, IMC established a 
mental health presence at a new primary health care clinic opened recently by the local municipality. Outreach 
services by IMC’s social workers will begin in El Labwa by early next week. The latter is aimed to extend services to 
refugees residing in Labwa, Al Ain and AL Qaa. 

Shelter 
Local municipalities reported a steady increase in the number of newly arrived families being accommodated in in 
extremely congested shelters. Agencies continued to work on a mix of shelter solutions this week to address the 
most pressing needs. Vulnerable refugees who are not able to pay their own rent were provided with financial 
assistance to cover their monthly rent. The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) continued signed contracts with 
Lebanese owners of unfinished houses in the Bekaa and Akkar to begin rehabilitation works in these houses which 
in turn will host Syrian refugees for one year free of charge. Premiere Urgence (PU-AMI) also started to rehabilitate 
houses in need of minor refurbishments.  Over  46,000 refugees received shelter assistance over 2012-2013 so far 
including weatherproofing, rehabilitation of private houses, collective shelters, and cash for rent. The focus in 2013 
remains the identification and rehabilitation of buildings to be converted into collective centers in close liaison with 
MoSA and the sealing off of current premises to provide protection against the elements. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) initiatives in the South this week included the distribution of 1,196 hygiene 
kits to 5,965 refugees, 506 baby kits to 506 refugees in Tyre, Bint Jbeil, Marejeyoun, and Hasbaya by UNHCR’s 
implementing partner SHIELD. Premiere Urgence (PU-AMI) also distributed 202 baby kits and 130 family hygiene 
kits to refugees living in the Chouf. In the North, DRC distributed 423 baby kits 1,010 hygiene kits. In the Bekaa, 
Action Contre La Faim (ACF) constructed 27 latrines in Faour, Dalhamieh, Terbol and Ryak. Also in the Bekaa, DRC 
distributed 804 hygiene kits and 89 baby kits to the benefit of 4,100 refugees. UNICEF and partner agencies are 
trying the use of a chlorine generator to dose tankers and water tanks in area, which will help reduce reliance on 
the procurement of bulky and expensive WASH supplies.  


