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Highlights of the week 

 UNHCR registered more than 10,000 Syrian refugees this 
week; 

 UNHCR is working on further developing its "refugee focal point" 
projects whereby refugees volunteers are recruited to assist in 
outreach visits; 

 Some 45,000 people have benefited from winter clothes vouchers, 
electric heaters, blankets, pillows, mattresses, hygiene and baby 
kits this week; 

 Over 16,700 World Food Programme (WFP) food vouchers  and 
4,850 fuel coupons were distributed to refugees this week; 

 A total of 2,248 patients have had access to primary healthcare 
services; 

 A total of 463 patients were admitted to hospitals. 
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Donor contributions for 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding is also received in private donations from the following countries: China, Greece, Italy, Poland, 
Portugal, Saudi Arabia, and Spain. 

   

  EU funding is received from DEVCO and ECHO.  
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Registration and New Arrivals  
More than 283,000 Syrian refugees receive protection and assistance from the Government of Lebanon, UN and 
NGO partners. Out of this number, some 185,000 are registered with UNHCR and 98,000 are scheduled to be 
registered. Since last week, UNHCR registered more than 10,000 Syrian refugees. 

The pace of refugees entering Lebanon remains relatively steady, with the majority continuing to arrive from Homs, 
Idleb, Damascus and Aleppo.  

Current distribution of the registered population is as follows: 

North Lebanon: 87,887 
Bekaa: 71,291 
Beirut and Mount Lebanon: 
South Lebanon:  
 

UNHCR has increased its registration capacity since the beginning of the year. The registration centers in the Bekaa 
and Tyre are scheduled to open in the coming weeks. In Beirut, double shifts were introduced in December and 
now week-end shifts are being established, which brought the waiting period down to three months. This is still too 
long and efforts are on-going to identify additional registration space in Beirut. UNHCR currently registers 
approximately 2,000 refugees daily through its four registration centres across the country.  

Protection  
 
The situation is becoming increasingly difficult with refugees facing severe economic hardship. In addition to a lack 
in job opportunities and rapidly dwindling resources, many refugees are having to contend with a generally high 
cost of living and constantly increasing rents. UNHCR and its partners are therefore in the process of identifying and 
equipping collective shelters to meet the basic needs of a larger number of refugee families.  
 
In addition to regular activities, UNHCR is working on further developing its "refugee focal point" projects whereby 
refugees volunteers are recruited to assist in outreach visits. In this regard UNHCR and the Danish Refugee Council 
(DRC) Community Services and Protection teams conducted a one-day training with 18 refugee community focal 
points residing in the area of Akkar. The trained focal points will strengthen the link between their communities 
and UNHCR. This effort will in turn deepen the Office's understanding of the refugee communities' changing needs 
thereby strengthening our ability to respond.  
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Security 
The security situation remained calm this week with the exception of a minor incident at the Sawiri collective 
shelter in the Bekaa, where a man under the effect of alcohol threatened refugees in the shelter. The Internal 
Security Forces (ISF) reported to the scene immediately and restored calm.  

Distribution 
Some 45,000 people have benefited from winter clothes vouchers, electric heaters, blankets, pillows, mattresses, 
hygiene and baby kits this week through the combined efforts of UNHCR, UNICEF, Danish Refugee Council (DRC), 
UNICEF, Amel Association, Makhzoumi Foundation, World Vision and Caritas Lebanon Migrant Center. In addition, 
over 16,700 World Food Programme (WFP) food vouchers  and 4,850 fuel coupons were distributed to refugees 
across the country.  

UNHCR’s plan to expand partnerships with municipalities and local charities to extend assistance to those who 
haven’t registered yet continued this week. This is done in parallel with efforts to increase the Office’s registration 
capacity and reduce waiting times. In addition, the Danish Refugee Council, Caritas Lebanon Migrant Center and 
partner agencies are visiting newly arrived refugees to assess their needs and provide them with essentials such as 
heating tools and hygiene kits. Over 2,500 newly arrived Syrian refugees were visited, counseled and assisted this 
week. 
 

Education 
A total of 25,000 refugee are now registered in school with the support of the Ministry of Education (MEHE), 
UNICEF, UNHCR and partners. Education partners are now working to ensure that those children are motivated 
enough to remain in schools. Save the Children (SCI) visited 17 schools in Wadi Khaled this week to monitor refugee 
students‘ progress and determine and address needs. Twenty four cases of drop outs from refugee students 
residing in the Tikrit Collective Shelter were successfully compelled to enroll back in school. In addition, school kits 
containing school bags, stationary and text books were made available to enhance reintegration of the children in 
schools.  SCI also provided sensitization sessions on the importance of education in Lebanon.  
 
In an effort to support the ministry and public schools this week, UNICEF distributed fuel to heat calssrooms in 
schools. Over 85 schools from the North (Akkar), Bekaa and Beirut (with a student population of over 21,000 
children) have been provided 140,000 litres of fuel for heating so far. This will compliment other rehabilitation 
efforts to cover the needs of these schools, safeguard children’s well-being and ensure attendance during the cold 
winter months.  
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Health 
A total of 2,248 patients have had access to primary healthcare services including consultations, treatments, 
medication, and diagnostic tests through the efforts of the International Medical Corps (IMC) and Amel Association 
this week. In addition, a total of 463 patients were admitted to hospitals in North, Bekaa and South Lebanon 
through UNHCR and IMC referral system.  

IMC’s Mental Health Unit was able to provide a total of 460 counseling sessions this week through both outreach 
and center based services. In addition, awareness sessions were provided to a total of 142 beneficiaries, which 
included topics related to mental health, health, gender-based violence and early marriage prevention.  

Health actors continued to refer unregistered Syrian refugees in need of urgent medical care to UNHCR for fast-
track registration. Up to 32 per cent of hospitalized refugees are among those who have not yet registered but 
needed immediate medical attention.   

Through an IMC Mobile Medical Unit (MMU) rotation in Wadi Khaled this week, a few children with lice or scabies 
were identified. As this is common among school children around this time, IMC distributed shampoo and benzyl 
benzoate to all supported clinics in the area and provided needed care to affected children. 

In parallel, UNFPA conducted assessments of Reproductive Health (RH) services at primary health care centers 
accross Lebanon to determine RH gaps and needs. Additional RH kits will be procured and distributed accordingly.  

UNFPA is also preparing to launch an awareness campaign targeting women/girls from host communities. The 
campaign messages will revolve around nutrition during pregnancy, antenatal/post natal care, family planning, 
reproductive tract infections, sexually transmitted diseases, and gender-based violence. UNFPA will be partnering 
with key NGOs to provide psycho-social support and mental health services for women and youth.   

Shelter 
Shelter activities including sealing off unfinished houses, rehabilitating collective shelters and providing cash to 
families who are not able to pay their rent continued. Shelter remains a concern as rent costs in areas where there 
are known refugee concentrations have notably increased since the beginning of the conflict.  

Throughout the past week, UNHCR and the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) focused on identifying additional 
unused collective shelters such as former schools or abandoned public buildings. NRC continued to seal off 
unfinished houses in the Bekaa and identified additional collective shelters for rehabilitation in the area. In Akkar, 
NRC started rehabilitation works at seven host family houses, while another 22 have signed agreements and will 
receive the payments to start renovations shortly. In the meantime, UNHCR and NRC are working to identify more 
host families willing to host refugees in return for shelter renovations. 

Also this week, UNHCR with the efforts of the Lebanese Government was able to identify a tentative transit site in 
north Lebanon that could serve as a transit site to accommodate refugees temporarily until appropriate shelter can 
be found. This initiative falls under the Government and UNHCR’s contingency planning and includes a similar 
effort to find a transit site in the Bekaa valley.  
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Efforts to improve water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) conditions in homes  and tented settlements continued 
this week. UNHCR and Premiere Urgence (PU-AMI) completed rehabilitation works of 16 sanitation facilities 
(latrines/showers) in Sidon. PU-AMI conducted five hygiene awareness sessions benefiting some 75 persons in 
Sidon. In the Bekaa, UNHCR and Action Contre la Faim (ACF) constructed 23 latrines and rehabilitated four in 
tented settlements in the area. ACF also distributed 21 latrine cleaning kits in those settlements. In Tripoli, UNICEF 
is in the process of installing 60 water tanks in Wadi Nahle, Mankoubin, and Jabal Badawi. UNICEF is also working 
to raise awareness among refugees about how best to maintain high hygiene standards. A total of 9,100 people 
have benefited from these sessions so far. 

 

 


