
 
As of 31 of December 2012, Ethiopia hosted a total of 
376,410 refugees: 223,243 (59.31%) Somalis, 86,177 
(22.89%) Sudanese, 62,996 (16.74%) Eritreans and 3,994 
(1.06%) from other nationalities. The cumulative figure 
includes an estimated 20,000 unregistered refugees 
from South Sudan who are staying with the host 
communities along the border in Wanthawo Woreda in 
Western Ethiopia. In November 4,580 new refugees were 
registered in Ethiopia, while in December the number of 
new arrivals doubled and reached 10,417. During the 
last two months of 2012, some 9,800 Somalis arrived in 
Dollo Ado, south-east Ethiopia.  
    

 
A new shelter in Hillaweyn refugee camp where humanitarian 
workers meet newly arriving refugees. UNHCR/D. Corcoran 
 

 

The end of 2012 saw a sudden increase in 
new arrivals from Somalia in Dollo Ado 

 
The Dollo Ado refugee complex in south-east Ethiopia 
has witnessed a sudden surge in new arrivals from 
Somalia with an average of 200-300 refugees arriving 
daily starting from mid-November 2012. A total of 9,816 
refugees arrived during the last two months of 2012 in 
comparison with 1,709 in September and 770 in October.  
 
About 70% of the new arrivals say they left several 
districts in Gedo region because of increased insecurity. 
Some refugees cite insecurity in Bay and Bakol regions 
as well as tensions in Bardere, Burdubo and Gerbahare 
in Gedo region. Others reported fighting between Al-
Shabab and Somali government forces in the area of 
Burdubo and Gerbahare in Gedo region, including aerial 
bombardment by forces allied to the government. Others 
cited reasons linked to what they describe as failed 
rainfall in late November and the disruption to livelihoods  

 
as reasons causing flight. Women and children make up 
the vast majority of the new arrivals, most of whom are 
coming with few personal belongings and are generally 
in reasonable health conditions. 
 
Working with its government counterpart, Administration 
for Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA), and other 
partners, UNHCR is registering the new arrivals at the 
reception centre and relocating them to the camps the 
same day. Core relief items for approximately 15,000 
new refugees have been pre-positioned in Dollo Ado. 
There is a critical shortage of tents in stock, however 
metal frame dome shelters and tarpaulins are available 
to accommodate the new arrivals. UNHCR’s Shelter Unit 
is also developing a basic model of an emergency 
shelter that can be erected with wooden structures and 
plastic sheeting.  
 
With a combined population of over 181,000 refugees, 
all the five camps are quickly reaching their expanded 
capacities, making the establishment of the 6th camp an 
urgent priority. In October 2012, the Government of 
Ethiopia provided a plot of land and authorized the 
establishment of the 6th camp. UNHCR is seeking some 
US$ 5 million for the construction of the camp, with at 
least $1.5 million immediately needed for the initial 
phase (site preparation, planning and land demarcation). 
 
Together with ARRA, UNHCR is pursuing a three-
pronged approach to address the influx from Somalia. 
This includes the expansion of the existing camps to 
absorb more refugees and the opening of a 6th camp as 
well as cross-border assistance to address the 
humanitarian situation inside Somalia, so that people 
can be assisted within their own country. The Ethiopian 
government is supportive of this approach and has made 
it clear that the country’s borders remain open to those 
who need international protection. 
 

Sudanese refugees in Western Ethiopia 
 
In November-December 2012 UNHCR did not register 
any significant influx from the Blue Nile State of Sudan in 
Ethiopia, apart from sporadic new arrivals who have 
been entering the country through the Yabus corridor 
(located at 75 Km from Tongo) since several months. 
The focus is on plans to relocate over 2,000 Sudanese 
refugees currently living in the host communities around 
the Gemed, Ashesheko areas in the Benishangul-
Gumuz region to the camps. The refugees are not new 
arrivals but report that they have resided in the area 
since September 2011.  
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Between 22 and 28 December some 350 refugees have 
been relocated from Gemed to Sherkole refugee camp. 
This brings the total number of refugees who have been 
relocated in December from the border area to the 
camps to 585 (mostly from the Funj ethnic group). Due 
to budgetary constraints, relocation from the border area 
was put on hold. It is estimated that thousands more 
refugees are still living in the border area, including 
some of those who had previously been registered in 
Ad-Damazine transit center. Some of them own large 
numbers of livestock, while others are engaged in 
agricultural or other income-generating activities.  
 

UNHCR and ARRA continue monitoring developments 
along the border and advocate for additional land for 
those relocating from the border areas and new arrivals. 
As part of the on-going efforts to enhance the level of 
preparedness to respond to a possible emergency, 
UNHCR and ARRA are working with the regional 
authorities to identify a suitable site for the 4

th
 camp in 

the region. 
 

 

Refugees building a transitional shelter for their family in 
Bambasi camp, which is home to more than 12,000 refugees 
from Sudan’s Blue Nile State. UNHCR/N.Prokopchuk 

 

Minister of Interior of Finland visited Kobe 
camp in Dollo Ado 

 
At the end of November 2012 the Minister of Interior of 
Finland, H.E. Mrs. Päivi Räsänen visited Kobe, one of 
the five refugee camps in Dollo Ado, which was opened 
in June 2011 to accommodate a wave of newly arriving 
Somali refugees. The Minister came all the way to Dollo 
Ado for familiarization as well as to explore ways of 
contributing to the on-going effort to find durable 
solutions to the plight of the refugees. 
 
Accompanied by UNHCR Representative Mr. Moses 
Okello and WFP Country Director Mr. Abdou Dieng, the 
Minister toured the camp and had discussions with its 
residents, including women, youth and children. She 
visited a couple of shelters and talked to refugee families 
about their living conditions, challenges and future plans.  
 
Refugees told the Minister that they were tired of living 
on hand-outs and needed something to rely upon. 

 

H.E. Minister Räsänen in Kobe camp, accompanied by ARRA 
and UNHCR field staff, UNHCR Representative Moses Okello 
and WFP Director Abdou Dieng. UNHCR/K.G.Egziabher 

They appealed to the Government of Finland and the 
rest of the international community to help them help 
themselves. The refugees also requested for a durable 
solution to their problems which could materialize mainly 
in the form of third country resettlement opportunities.  
 

Norwegian Refugee Council hands over 
shelters to Eritrean refugees 

 
UNHCR’s partner Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 
handed over the first batch of 230 Hollow Concrete 
Block (HCB) shelters to refugees in Adi-Harush camp, in 
Tigray State, home to some 23,000 Eritrean refugees.  
 
The newly transferred shelters (85 for singles and 145 
for families) were part of a total of 500 HCB houses NRC 
has been constructing in the camp since mid-2012.  
 
UNHCR Representative Moses Okello, NRC Country 
Director Kennedy Wafula and AHA Country Director 
Berhanu Minassie witnessed the official handover at the 
end of November 2012. They pledged continued support 
to improve the shelter conditions in Adi-Harush.  
 
The officials visited some of the newly inhabited houses 
and talked to its residents. A representative of the 
refugee community in the camp said that the housing 
project meant much more than just addressing the 
shelter needs of the refugees. Outlining some of the 
benefits, he said: “It also created employment 
opportunities to more than 500 refugees, gave new skills 
to many, helped curb the secondary movement of 
frustrated young refugees across the border and brought 
refugees and host communities close together through 
employment in the project.”  
 
Mr.Yirgalem Abera, who represented the Government 
refugee agency (ARRA) in Adi-Harush, said provision of 
adequate shelter has been a critical challenge in the 
two-and-half year-old camp. He thanked NRC and 
UNHCR for the new shelters which he said would plug-in 
a critical gap.  
 



 
Refugees in Adi-Harush hail the new shelters, describing 
them as comfortable and solid. UNHCR/K.G. Egziabher 
 

Another UNHCR’s partner-Africa Humanitarian Action 
(AHA) - has also been engaged in HCB shelter 
construction in the same camp. It has earlier on 
transferred 123 of the 556 shelters it has been 
constructing. 
 

Ethiopian Government awards scholarships 
to more refugees 

 
The Ethiopian Government has awarded scholarships to 
359 Eritrean, Sudanese, Somali and other refugees to 
study in different Government colleges and universities 
during the 2012/2013 academic year. Unlike in the past 
years when such opportunities were open only for 
Eritrean refugees as part of the “out-of-camp” policy, the 
government has now expanded the award to cover other 
refugee groups in the country.  
 
In addition to 296 Eritrean refugees, 44 Sudanese, 18 
Somalis and a Congolese refugee are among the 
beneficiaries of the scholarship this academic year. 
Overall, 1,284 refugees are studying for their tertiary 
education under this arrangement in state owned 
universities and colleges across the country.  
 
Once in the universities and colleges, the refugees are 
treated the same way as the nationals, paying only 25% 
of the total cost (UNHCR covers it on behalf of the 
refugees). 
 

IOC, Samsung donate sports kits  
to Somali refugees in Dollo Ado 

 
In collaboration with UNHCR, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) and Samsung donated eight sport’s 
kits to Somali refugees in the Dollo Ado area, south-
eastern Ethiopia. This donation was part of a global 
programme aimed at bringing sports to more than 
150,000 youngsters living in camps for the forcibly 
displaced in 20 countries. Each kit contains basic 
equipment and material for about 300 players, including 
balls, bibs, caps, shirts and chalk to mark out a field. At 
an official handover ceremony organized at Melkadida 
refugee camp in late November 2012, Mr. Tamrat 
Bekele, Office Head of the Ethiopian Olympic 

Committee, representing the IOC, Mr. Tadewos Awol, 
Country Manager of Samsung Electronics, Mr. Papa 
Kysma Sylla, Head of UNHCR Sub-Office Dollo Ado, as 
well as representatives of ARRA conveyed messages of 
solidarity, brotherhood and peaceful coexistence. They 
said the kits enable young refugees to experience the 
joy of sports and also to have a semblance of normality 
in their lives. Through their representative the refugees 
expressed gratitude for the donation and at the same 
time appealed for more support. In particular, they 
approached the representative of Samsung electronics 
and requested him to provide Samsung TV sets to cater 
to their information and entertainment needs.  
 

 
Football teams from Melkadida and Bokolmanyo refugee 
camps playing a friendly match marking the official handover 
of the sports kits. UNHCR/J. Ose 

 
Melkadida, which is home to over 43,000 refugees, met 
their Bokolmanyo (accommodating 42,000 refugees) 
counterparts in a friendly football match using the freshly 
donated materials. The guest team beat the Melkadida 
squad 3-1 in a highly entertaining match that attracted 
hundreds of spectators from the refugee community as 
well as humanitarian workers despite the scorching heat. 
The kits were later distributed to all five camps. The 
donation has prompted the establishment of sports team 
in some of the camps which had none before. In Kobe 
for example, UNHCR and ARRA staff have been 
working to form sports committees to identify potential 
youth players and establish clubs. 
 
 

UNHCR Ethiopia is now on Facebook!!!  
 
Please check: facebook.com/UNHCR-Ethiopia 
 
Please follow us, comment and get latest news 
about refugees in Ethiopia! 
 
For feedback, please contact: 
UNHCR Representation in Ethiopia, Addis Ababa 
Natalia Prokopchuk, PI Officer, Cell. +251911210271 
E-mail: prokopch@unhcr.org 
Kisut Gebre Egziabher, Senior PI Associate 
Tel. +251116612822, Cell: +251911208901 
E-mail: gegziabk@unhcr.org 


