
 

 

Background  
Yemen is the only country in the Arabian Peninsula that is a 
signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol. 
UNHCR established operations in Yemen in 1987 and expanded 
its work in the southern governorates in 1992 in response to the 
large-scale influx of Somali refugees. Yemen faces major 
challenges with a high number of refugees, internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and mixed migration. Somalis arriving in the 
country are granted prima facie refugee status, while UNHCR 
conducts Refugee Status Determination (RSD) for other 
nationalities. UNHCR also coordinates on protection activities 
and provides assistance to IDP populations in the Yemen.   
 

Impact of Humanitarian Crisis on Refugees and IDPs 
Yemen remains in the midst of a complex emergency and 
humanitarian needs continue to grow at an alarming rate. Yemen 
has been receiving an unprecedented influx of people fleeing 
from the Horn of Africa across the Gulf of Aden and Red Sea in 
search of safety, protection and better economic opportunities. 
However, with the worsening economic situation and insecurity 
in Yemen, many refugees who were once self-reliant have 
become increasingly vulnerable.  
 
Yemen also has been experiencing internal displacement. Several 
rounds of fighting in and around Sa’ada Governorate since 2004 
have caused repeated and protracted large-scale internal 
displacement. Moreover, fighting that began in May 2011 in 
Abyan Governorate resulted in significant internal displacement; 
however, since July 2012, as hostilities subsided and security 
began to improve, over 100,000 IDPs have returned to Abyan. 
Wherever IDPs are in Yemen, UNHCR, with other humanitarian 
organizations, is promoting durable solutions, including 
supporting IDPs who decide to return by providing them with 
life-saving assistance and monitoring their protection. UNHCR 
also is providing technical assistance to the Government to 
develop a national policy for addressing and resolving internal 
displacement throughout the country. 
 
 

Refugee Population (as of 1 February) 
Refugees registered at reception centres (prima facie) 

Somali 228,121 
Refugees recognized under UNHCR’s mandate 

Ethiopian 5,248 
Eritrean 1,088 
Iraqi 3,431 

Others 566 
Total 238,454 

New Arrivals at the Coast for 2012 
Somalis Ethiopians Others Total 
23,086 84,376 70 107,532 

New Arrivals at the Coast for 2013 (as of 1 February) 
Months Somalis Ethiopians Others Total 
January 1,286 6,231 1 7,518 
February     
March     
April     
May     
June     
July     
August     
September     
October     
November     
December     
Total 1,286 6,231 1 7,518 

 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Internally Displaced Persons by Governorate (as of 1 February) 
Governorate Registered IDPs Returnees 
Sana'a  38,640   
Amran  39,780 4,778 
Hajjah* 110,653  25,081 
Al Jawf (estimates) 24,700   
Sa'ada (estimates) 103,014 6,986 
Dhamar (estimates) 2,627  
Sub Total – north 319,414 36,845  
Aden 14,104 87,894 
Abyan - 33,319** 
Lahj 10,775 15,317 
Shabwah 1,050 385 
Hadramout 3,416 1,588 
Al-Bayda 813 242 
Al-Maharah 272 96 
Sub Total - south 30,430 138,841*** 

Total Registered Population          349,844 175,686 
*Includes 16,384 IDPs originally from Hajjah, not Sa’ada      
**Includes 23,158 estimated returnees who have yet to come forward for 
returnee registration. 
***Registration of returnees ongoing 

 
 

Over 100,000 IDPs have returned to Abyan and begun to resume 

their daily life amid the destroyed buildings, damaged 

infrastructure and lack of basic services. (UNHCR/Amira Al-Sharif) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Somali children in Kharaz refugee camp. (UNHCR/T. Leposky) 

camp 
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For further information: 
Teddy Leposky ● Public Information /External Relations Officer 

leposky@unhcr.org 
Husam Eldin Suliman ● Associate Reporting Officer ● Aden Sub Office 

sulimanh@unhcr.org 
 

UNHCR Yemen   UNHCR-Yemen 
UNHCR Website: www.unhcr.org   

 Mixed Migration Task Force Website: www.mmyemen.org 

 The UN Security Council conducted its first visit to Yemen on 28 
January for discussions with the President of Yemen, the Prime 
Minister, select members of the Cabinet, other relevant national 
actors, the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), and the 
diplomatic community. Their visit follows the Secretary General’s 
visit in November 2012, and came to provide support for the 
efforts of the President and the Government, reaffirming their 
support of efforts of the international community and United 
Nations for the political settlement in Yemen and the 
forthcoming National Dialogue. UNHCR’s Representative in 
Yemen attended the main ceremony and met with members of 
the visiting delegation. In the delegation’s meeting with the HCT 
refugees and IDPs were among the issues highlighted.  
 

 On 30 January the Representative handed over a car to the 
Ministry of Human Rights to strengthen the Ministry’s capacity 
to respond to the needs of refugees, asylum seekers and IDPs in 
Yemen. This support is part of the ongoing cooperation between 
UNHCR and the Ministry in building capacity of the Government 
to address the needs of the most vulnerable persons in Yemen. 
Prime Minister Mohammed Salim Basindwa and Minister for 
Human Rights Huria Mashoor also honoured the Representative 
with a certificate of merit in recognition of UNHCR’s effort in the 
country, and in particular for the role and leadership in assisting 
with IDP returns in Abyan.  

 
 On 28-30 January, UNHCR participated in workshop on 

trafficking organized by the UN Office of Drugs and Crime in 
Vienna, in partnership with the Ministry of Justice and the Arab 
Initiative for Building National Capacities for Combating Human 
Trafficking. The aim of the workshop was to provide assistance 
to the Government of Yemen in drafting the forthcoming anti-
trafficking law and to guide the National Committee for 
Combatting Human Trafficking.  

Refugees 
 UNHCR met with the Mayor of Sana’a to advocate for the 

implementation of a nutrition survey in Sana’a where 35,000 
refugees live and incidence of acute malnutrition among children 
under five has increased in light of the recent unrest in the 
country. 
 

 UNHCR in coordination with a child protection consultant 
conducted a participatory assessment (AGDM) with different 
groups of refugees in Aden in order to assess their general needs 
and the children protection gaps in particular.   

 

 

 

 

  

Highlights of the Month 

IDPs 

 In late January and early February, thousands of persons 
became displaced due to recent fighting in Rada’a district in 
Al Bayda Governorate. Many IDPs have taken shelter with 
host families, in farm sheds, and even in caves in Rada’a 
district and in Dhamar Governorate. On 3-4 February a joint 
assessment mission by UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, WHO, UNFPA, 
DRC and the Government Executive Unit for IDPs 
(ExU)_visited Dhamar to meet with IDPs and collect 
information about their needs.  The team found an urgent 
need for non-food items (NFIs) for IDP families in Dhamar 
City. According to the residents of al-Manaseh, Rada’a, the 
fighting has led to destroyed houses, farms and other 
property, although the full extent of the damage is as yet 
unknown. UNHCR immediately delivered an initial 505 NFI 
kits containing mattresses, blankets, sleeping mats, water 
buckets, kitchen sets and plastic sheets for each family. The 
kits were distributed by UNHCR’s implementing partner, 
Charitable Society for Social Welfare (CSSW), in close 
cooperation with local authorities. UNHCR also is 
coordinating with WFP and the ExU to register the IDPs. 
 

 A joint assessment by UNHCR and the ExU has revealed that 
more than 50% of the few remaining IDP families in 
collective centres in Aden would like to return home, but are 
unable to do so due to total or partial destruction of their 
houses. UNHCR is working to establish more accurate 
information to start rehabilitation of damaged houses for 
extremely vulnerable individuals to enable their return. 

 
 Further to the directive issued by the Prime Minister in late 

2012 for the development of a national IDP policy, a 
technical working group consisting of the ExU, the Ministry 
of Planning and International Cooperation and the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs has been established to draft the policy. 
UNHCR is providing technical assistance to the drafting 
committee. 
 

 
 
 

This Somali refugee is one of some 45,000 urban refugees in the 

Basateen neighbourhood in Aden. (UNHCR) 

 

Children displaced from Rada'a find shelter in a single room in 

Dhamar city. UNHCR/DRC  
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