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 A local animator gets ready to conduct a workshop on gender-based violence at the women’s centre in 
Garsila camp, West Darfur. UNHCR/H. Caux 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 

 
Sign post at Juba airport. UNHCR/H. Caux 

 
Security 
The violence that broke out in Western Equatoria this week once again highlights the volatile operational 
environment in south Sudan. On 14 November, inter-ethnic tensions in Yambio erupted into fighting between 
the Zande and Dinka tribes (the Zande tribe forms the majority of the population of Yambio) and resulted in 
several casualties and the looting and burning of some houses in the town, including the WHO compound. All 
UN and NGO international staff in Yambio and Tambura were relocated to Rumbek and Loki (Kenya) on 15 
November. The security level in Tambura has been raised to level 4.  
 
Preparations for repatriation operation from the Central African Republic  
A meeting between GTZ, WFP and UNHCR was held on 11 November to discuss food assistance for 
refugees to be repatriated from Mboki, Central African Republic (CAR). It was agreed that WFP will provide 
15-day food rations for Tambura way station. In addition, the returnees will be provided with a three-month 
food ration, of which a one-month ration will be provided at the way station and the remaining two-month 
rations at final destination. WFP asked GTZ to be the focal point to distribute food assistance to returnees 
and persons of concern, including vulnerable residents in the host communities. 
 
Meanwhile, UNHCR started to airlift non-food items from Rhino camp, Uganda, to Tambura, in preparation 
for the operation. Three rotations were envisaged for this purpose. The first flight landed safely in Tambura 
and brought a total of 2,100 jerry cans and 800 kitchen sets. Due to the deteriorating security situation in 
Tambura, the second flight landed in Rumbek and brought 934 mattresses. The third flight was cancelled. 
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Arrival of UNHCR emergency response teams  
Emergency response teams comprising 22 persons arrived in Juba on 15 November. The Deputy 
Humanitarian Coordinator for south Sudan, David Gressly, and the Director of the Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) office for Central Equatoria, Stan Yatta, joined UNHCR staff to welcome 
the group. One roving team will be based in Juba, while three teams will be deployed to Bor, Kapoeta and 
Malakal respectively (earlier plans were for one team to be deployed to Nasir, but due to the security 
situation, this group will be sent to Malakal instead and go to Nasir as soon as the security situation permits). 
The teams brought with them 37 tons of equipment, including office tents, rations and field kits as well as 
telecommunications equipment, in order to quickly set up new offices and way stations in preparation for the 
repatriation of refugees from Ethiopia and Kenya.  
 

 
The emergency response teams arrived in Juba with 37 tons of equipment.  

UNHCR/H. Caux 
 

 
A team member and his tent.  

UNHCR/H. Caux 
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Tracking and monitoring system 
On 14 November, revised terms of reference for the Sustainable Returns Team (SRT)/SRRC tracking and 
monitoring system were signed between the Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator, OCHA and SRRC. They 
include two major changes: 1) the tracking and monitoring system in the ten States of south Sudan will be run 
from the south, transitional areas will be run from Khartoum, while southern Blue Nile is still under discussion; 
and 2) the number of enumerators deployed in south Sudan will increase from 120 to 180 and the number of 
field protection monitors will increase from 29 to 44. The first draft report from the SRT/SRRC tracking and 
monitoring system is expected to be presented at the next SRT meeting in Rumbek. 
 
Returnees  
 
Refugees 
During the reporting period, eight families (89 individuals) of Sudanese returnees from Ethiopia were received 
in Malakal. Most are coming from Fugnido and Dimma refugee camps and are returning to Maiwut, Akobo 
and Nasir. UNHCR continues to register them on the voluntary repatriation form and the forms are shared 
with the office in Gambella (Ethiopia). UNHCR also continues to share the village assessment forms 
(information on the refugees’ places of origin) with the offices in Gambella and Kakuma (Kenya). This will 
give the refugees in the camps a clear picture of their places of origin and help them make an informed 
decision on whether to return. At the SRT meeting in Rumbek on 11 November, WFP and SRRC also 
reported that around 170 returnees arrived in Pochalla, Boma and Bor from Dimma refugee camp in Ethiopia.  
 
IDPs 
During the week, Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) in Malakal registered a total of 176 
returning IDP families (1,071 individuals). They are coming from Atbara, Damazin, El Obeid, Khadugli, 
Kenana, Khartoum, Kosti, Medeni, Port Sudan, Rabak, Shendi and Senar. The breakdown is as follows: 
 

Coming from Returning to 
Northern states 129 Malakal  94 
White Nile State 33 Nasir  48 
Blue Nile State 7 Atar  10 
Kordofan State 7 Adong  8 
  Tonga  6 
  Ulang  3 
  Abong  2 
  Abong  2 
  Baliet  2 
  Old Fangak  2 
  Doleb  1 

 
IDP survey south Sudan 
The IDP survey has entered into the implementation phase. The survey in Wau is ongoing and the first filled-
in questionnaires have been returned to Rumbek for processing at the Data Management Unit. On 14 and 15 
November, training for three surveyors was undertaken in Aweils and the survey is now being carried out. 
Training for 12 surveyors started in Juba on 15 November. Once the training is completed, the survey will be 
carried out in areas in and around Juba that are not under UN security phase 4.  
 
Inter-agency mission to Ayod  
UNHCR Malakal organized an inter-agency assessment mission with the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), UN 
Military Observer in Sudan (UNMOS), OCHA, WFP, UNICEF, RUNCO mine team and SRRC to Ayod on 11 
November. The team travelled by air as Ayod is very difficult to access by land or water. The objective of the 
mission was to assess and monitor the return movement in this area. The local authorities reported that many 
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returnees (both IDPs and former refugees) are passing through and often stay in Ayod for several days. IOM 
is planning to set up a way station.  
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects  
 
Rumbek 

• Riak Dior Primary School (co-funded by UNHCR and Norwegian Refugee Council) has started 
operating. On 10 November, students were invited to enrol for the advanced learning course being 
organised by NRC. Work on a multi-purpose hall and the rehabilitation of the historical school wing is 
progressing well and is on schedule.  

• UNHCR has provided resource materials to the Judiciary Resource Centre and is now preparing to 
hand over computers.  

 
Yei 

• Construction work started at Jigomoni Primary School and at Yei Girls Secondary School. 
• Construction of the maternity ward and the laboratory in Yei hospital by Norwegian Peoples’ Aid 

(NPA) has reached ring beam level. Work at the dormitory of the Yei Medical Training School is 
ongoing.   

• HIV/AIDS awareness was carried out by American Refugee Committee (ARC) and condoms were 
distributed to staff and participants. 

  
Kajo Keji 

• Renovation and construction of the vocational training centre by ARC and Comboni Missionaries is 
on going.  

• HIV/AIDS awareness sessions continued to be conducted by ARC. On 12 November, a special 
HIV/AIDS awareness event was held at Wudu trading centre with dramas, songs, film screenings 
and speeches on HIV/AIDS issues. The event was attended by UNHCR, Government officials from 
Kajo Keji County, women’s groups and children from nearby schools. 

 
Ethiopian Anuak asylum seekers 
Five Ethiopian Anuak asylum seekers were registered during the week, which brings the total number 
registered by UNHCR to 106. The majority report that they are fleeing the fighting that started in December 
2003 around Gambella. They also report that, following fighting that took place between the Gambella 
People’s Liberation Movement and the Federal Army and Police of Ethiopia on 29 and 30 October, people, 
mainly young men, could be crossing the border into Sudan. At the moment, UNHCR cannot field a 
monitoring mission to verify the movement at Jekaw, on the border between Sudan and Ethiopia, due to 
insecurity at Nasir.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 27 October 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 38,953,891 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
The border area remains tense due to the escalating situation between Eritrea and Ethiopia. As there is the 
potential for a large influx of refugees into Sudan, UNHCR and the Commissioner of Refugees (COR) 
conducted an assessment mission to the area along the border to determine possible entry points and 
reception sites as well as requirements for the establishment of such facilities. The mission also obtained 
necessary data for updating the contingency plan, which will be discussed shortly in an inter-agency meeting. 
 
Refugee Status Determination and resettlement 
During the reporting period, 161 asylum seekers were registered; 140 persons were interviewed and 
accepted. There are no rejected or appeal cases. All accepted people were transferred to Kilo 26 camp. 
Twenty-four families (123 persons) travelled to Khartoum and are being interviewed for resettlement to 
Australia. 
 
Food distribution in the camps 
WFP has delivered food to all the camps and distribution to the refugees is ongoing. Cereals, pulses, 
vegetable oil and sugar with a nutritional value of 1,129 kilocalories are provided.      
 
National Immunization Day  
National Immunization Day started on 15 November and continued for three days. All camp health staff 
participated in this exercise. Vaccination teams went house to house to ascertain 100 percent coverage. The 
exercise focused on polio, a confirmed disease in east Sudan. 
    
Education for children of school age who are out of school 
An education meeting was organised with the COR Education Officer and teachers of UNHCR and privately 
funded basic schools in refugee camps. One of the main issues raised in the meeting was that a large 
number of children are not accepted to enrol in primary education due to a lack of capacity in the schools in 
most of the camps. It was suggested to organize an assessment of children of school age who are out of 
school and children with special needs in collaboration with the elders’ committee and home visitors in each 
camp.   
 
Women’s income generation activities 
Ockenden International, in collaboration with SRC and Kassala University, organized seven-day micro-
business development courses for 60 vulnerable women identified by home visitors in Wad Sherifey. In Kilo 
26, registration for these courses for 60 vulnerable women has started. Women who complete these courses 
will receive counselling and seed money to start businesses. During the reporting period, the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Kassala, visited 60 women in Shagarab 1 and 2, who have already been trained and have 
started poultry business, to provide them with technical advice.       
 
Planning for 2006 
A workshop was organized by UNHCR and COR in Wad Medani on 14 October to discuss plans for the 
refugee programme in the Central States in 2006. It was attended by State authorities from Sinnar and Al 
Gezira States, ACOR from Es Showak, COR from Khartoum and Es Showak, camp managers from Central 
States, UNHCR, UN Habitat, the World Conservation Union and Ockenden International. 
 
   
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,139,815 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The reporting period was marked by heavy fighting amongst Arab clans (the Shatia and Awlad Kilaib on one 
side and the Awlad Mermi on the other) that occurred not far from El Geneina in Um Algura in the Arbokni 
area near Ardamata. The fighting seems to have resulted from a disagreement on how to divide up looted 
livestock and other spoils and rapidly escalated into an armed confrontation, which led to 26 deaths on both 
sides. Haraka Asad (known as Amir Al Mujahideen), the head of one of the main El Geneina-based Arab 
militia, was seriously wounded while his wife and relatives were killed. Army and police presence has 
continued to increase in the town and there are Government-led reconciliation efforts underway by 
Mohammed Salih Al Amin Baraka (an important nomads’ representative in the National Assembly in 
Khartoum) and Mohammed Yousif Al Tilaib (former Minister of Engineering and Planning in West Darfur 
Government, also Haraka’s uncle). It is expected that the conflict between the two Arab clans will continue, 
but will probably not spread to El Geneina town.  
 
The overall situation concerning protection of IDPs has deteriorated. There has been an increase of incidents 
of looting and destruction of fields belonging to ethnic African tribes in parts of West Darfur, mainly in the 
Silea area. Occupation of villages by nomads, including from Chad, is still a common occurrence. In some 
areas, the destruction of crops has resulted in the departure from the village of origin of some returnee 
populations, either towards the Chadian border or towards large centres in the area. This appears to be 
consistent with the movement of nomads from the North towards the South. While initially the increase in 
violence and destruction did not appear to have affected areas south of El Geneina, UNHCR is receiving 
reports of similar incidents in Habila, Masteri area. Continuous attacks against villages and violence against 
women indicate that the situation is deteriorating. 
 
In South Darfur, the security situation in some areas is tense. Fighting between the Falata and the Masalit 
tribes is reported around Girayda, south of Nyala. The fighting has resulted in considerable displacement.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Inter-agency mission to North Darfur 
An inter-agency mission comprising IOM, UNHCR, CRS and Concern was conducted in the border area of 
North Darfur between 6 and 10 November. The area covered by the mission included the towns of Um Baru, 
Kornoi and Tine Sudan. The main objective was to carry out an assessment of the area in view of the 
possible return of a large number of Sudanese refugees from Chad and the possible necessity to mobilize an 
emergency response from West Darfur (Kulbus). A sudden return of refugees from Chad could occur in the 
event of further escalation in the power struggle in Chad directly involving the Zaghawa tribes or further 
deterioration in the relations between the different Zaghawa sub-tribes (Kobe-Bideyat on one side, Tuer on 
the other) in conjunction with their affiliation to different rebel groups.  
 
Virtually no returns have taken place to the monitored area with the exception of a few Zaghawa nomads 
moving from the camps in Chad to let their animals graze. In addition to the nomads originating from the 
area, there are some that have moved from the south where they were having security problems due to the 
presence of Arab militia. There is also a small settled population (the largest group was found in Um Baru, 
approximately 80 households). These are people that fled to nearby areas at the end of 2003 and moved 
back to their villages of origin within a few weeks. The security situation remains unstable, especially in areas 
very close to the border where different armed groups are present. The presence of the African Union (AU) 
only partially helped to improve the situation. The three towns visited appeared to have quite good 
infrastructures and were only partly damaged or destroyed during the conflict. The non-involvement of Arab 
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militia in the conflict in this part of Darfur is evident, as the destruction of the villages was not carried out in a 
systematic way as in the rest of the region. 
 
Meeting with Intersos 
During the Eid festivities (end of Ramadan), UNHCR met in Habila with the Intersos staff based in Habila, 
Foro Baranga, Garsila, Um Kher and Bindisi. The main objectives of the meeting were to: obtain an update 
on the situation in the various above-mentioned geographical areas, with a specific focus on movement of 
people and related issues; obtain an update on the Intersos activities and community-based reintegration 
projects in those areas; and discuss contingency plans and emergency response in case of a large influx 
from Chad.  
 
It emerged from the discussions that the situation in the area south of Habila seems to be relatively quiet, 
compared to the deteriorating environment in the localities of El Geneina and Kulbus. Additional returns to 
rural areas (which could be seasonal) have occurred during the rainy season and cultivation is underway in 
most of the locations. Destruction of crops is occurring but on a smaller scale compared to last year. 
Community-based reintegration projects are underway in a number of locations, although two of the villages 
originally selected were later found unsuitable due to the seasonal and temporary nature of the presence of 
the population. UNHCR and Intersos have made arrangements for an emergency response in the area from 
Um Dukhum to Habila, which would be launched in the event of a large influx of Sudanese refugees or 
Chadian asylum seekers from Chad. 
 
New arrivals of Arab Hotiya in Zalingi 
It was reported to UNHCR that a further 13 families of Arab tribe (Hotiya/Baggara) have arrived in Zalingi 
since 9 November and are living with host communities in the town. Through interviews, however, UNHCR 
found only one additional individual. The new arrivals were displaced by the fighting in Abata between 2 and 
8 October. The exact numbers of the group of Arab Hotiya IDPs in Zalingi needs to be verified as a thorough 
registration has not yet been carried out. Current numbers have been provided by sheikhs, but these 
numbers may have been inflated. The situation in Abata is described as volatile but stable by ICRC and MSF, 
which have access to the area and are providing assistance. They do not anticipate a further flow of Hotiya 
IDPs to Zalingi. The reconciliation process between the Hotiya (Baggara) and the Aballa (Jammalla) tribes in 
Abata is ongoing and the Government believes that reconciliation will soon be achieved and is not indicating 
further displacement and movement to Zalingi.  
 
UNHCR has continued working alongside OCHA in coordinating a response with other UN agencies and 
NGOs with regard to the new arrivals in Zalingi. Progress on the new site planned for the new arrivals has 
however been halted by the Government. UNHCR and OCHA have held two meetings with the Humanitarian 
Aid Commission (HAC) during the week to ascertain the Government’s position regarding the Hotiya IDPs 
and to understand the reasons for halting establishment of the site. The Government believes that Hotiya 
new arrivals in Zalingi can actually return to their home area since reconciliation is underway. According to 
the office of the Commissioner for Zalingi locality, the relatives of those in Zalingi have requested the 
Government to facilitate their return to Abata (to IDP locations in Abata and Turmo). The authorities plan to 
proceed with this course of action in the coming week. In the meantime, UNHCR maintains the position that 
the arrivals should only return to the area on a voluntary basis. UNHCR is conducting interviews with the new 
arrivals in order to assess their willingness to go back to Abata and that those wishing to return do so of their 
own volition.     
 
Nertiti camps around Zalingi 
UNHCR conducted a mission to Nertiti on 9 November. The mission aimed at finding solutions to the issues 
of military presence in the camps and safety of IDP women in firewood collection areas around the camps. 
UNHCR held discussions with the HAC Commissioner, the military intelligence, Solidarities (the NGO which 
does camp coordination), the AU MilObs and CivPol and the local police. The military intelligence promised 
that they will handle the matter from the army’s disciplinary point of view and that they will position their 
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military personnel in each police post to discipline soldiers who are at fault. They also promised to bring the 
matter to the attention of the security committee and increase dialogue with the sheikhs. HAC promised to 
raise the matter with the Acting Commissioner and increase dialogue with the sheikhs. Furthermore, the AU 
will attempt to provide a protection team for the CivPol who will escort the IDP women.  
 
On 9 November, UNHCR and OCHA also met with the AU Sector Commander in Zalingi, to brief him on 
protection concerns in Nertiti and to discuss initiation of an AU-escorted firewood programme. The Sector 
Commander reaffirmed the AU’s support for firewood programmes, which, he said, are a priority in the AU’s 
work.    
 
Workshop on gender awareness 
On 13-14 November, UNHCR conducted a two-day workshop on gender awareness for women leaders and 
sheiks selected from the Hamadiya, Hassa Hissa and Khamsadagiga camps. The objective of the workshop 
was to enable the participants to understand the concepts of gender and the role of women leadership in the 
community. Twenty-eight participants attended the workshop (13 men and 15 women). The workshop 
covered the topics of understanding gender and sex, gender roles in respect to culture and religion, human 
rights, gender discrimination and gender gaps. At the end of the workshop, the participants agreed to reduce 
the gender gaps in education by making sure they give more opportunities to girls to join secondary schools 
(it was observed that in lower primary the enrolment of girls is high, but in secondary schools it drops 
significantly). In addition, the participants agreed to reduce the gender gap in community development 
committees by increasing the number of women in those committees so that they can be involved in planning 
and decision-making on key issues. 
 
Assessment of situation of the elderly  
With assistance form HelpAge International (HAI), an assessment of the situation of the elderly in Jama and 
Ahojaj IDP camps in El Geneina was accomplished through house-to-house visits. An assessment in Abuzar 
IDP camp is also underway. This will pave the way for protection and assistance interventions as well as 
referral mechanisms for deserving cases.  
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Population movements  
The HAC West Darfur office in South Darfur presented to the Wali a three-month plan for the return of 1,000 
families from South to West Darfur. The Wali has not yet replied to the proposal.  
 
Situation in Talma village 
UNHCR accompanied the UNMIS Human Rights assessment mission to Talma and Amakassara villages. 
The Government police continue to patrol the area of Talma village, which was attacked by Arab militias 
some three weeks ago. Around 500 families continue to stay in Amakassara, 11 kilometres south of Talma. 
The AU CivPol is providing daily escorts from Amakassara to Talma to allow the villagers to collect their 
belongings and to harvest crops. Arab nomads still seem to be present in the area around Talma village.  
 
Fighting in the Garadya area 
Fighting between the Falata and Masalit tribes reportedly took place between 6 and 9 November in the 
Garayda area south of Nyala. The Masalit tribe seems to be aligned with the Justice and Equality Movement 
(JEM). The number of casualties could not be confirmed, but is reportedly higher than 60. Some reports 
indicate that several thousands persons are displaced; many have fled to Garayda town which is under AU 
control. The villages that were attacked and burned are Dar es Salam, Jamali, Funfo, Tabeldyad, Um 
Dhantara and Um Putrum. Currently, the Falata tribe is controlling the area.  
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“Sixteen Days Against Gender Violence”  
UNHCR is actively participating in the preparation of the “Sixteen Days Against Gender Violence.” Along with 
other UN agencies, NGOs and IDPs, an array of activities have been planned. Some activities are scheduled 
to take place in the IDP camps around Nyala, others in Nyala town. The programme will be launched on 26 
November, when a high level delegation from Khartoum, including two Government Ministers and the 
Ambassador of Jordan, will attend.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 14,464,002 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
The hijacking near Touloum of an International Medical Corps (IMC) vehicle by a gang of four armed 
individuals on 10 November has greatly preoccupied the humanitarian community of eastern Chad. The three 
IMC staff on board were molested and deprived of their belongings before the vehicle was taken away to 
Sudan. The attackers eventually lost the vehicle to Sudanese soldiers who returned it to the administrative 
authorities in Guereda in Chad.  
 
In Bahai, there is considerable tension between refugees and the local population, particularly with regard to 
a group of people with an indefinite nationality status but who call themselves Chado-Sudanese and claim to 
be of Zaghawa Bideyat stock. They have reportedly caused so much trouble to the refugees that the latter 
have requested that food distribution be put on hold for a while and are even considering being relocated 
away from Oure Cassoni if a solution cannot be found. A Chadian commission is due to meet with a 
Sudanese commission to clarify matters.  

  
In Goz Beida, there is a strong military concentration at the border, particularly in the areas of Tissi, Sarah 
Bourgou and Daguessa, but with no direct threat to humanitarian agencies. The refugee camps remain quiet.  
 
The President of Chad signed a series of decrees relating to the appointment of a new Army Chief of Staff as 
well as the re-organization of military regions and their commanders. A new Director-General of the national 
police has also been appointed. 
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
Meeting with Governors  
The quarterly encounter of UN agencies with the Governors of Ouaddai, Wadi Fira and Borkou Ennedi 
Tibesti took place in Abeche on 9 November. The meeting addressed issues relating to coordination, the 
transitory character of refugee camps, the new concept of camp management with the civil administrator and 
the impact of refugees’ settlements on the environment and natural resources. The meeting also discussed 
how to maximise the use of UNHCR funds for host community projects and how to develop the administrative 
capacity of local authorities who now have to administer more people than in the past, owing to the presence 
of refugees. 
 
Border monitoring 
UNHCR conducted a monitoring visit to the border areas in Iriba. The situation in the border area in Tine 
appeared to be calm. The team met with staff from UNHCR in Sudan, who were accompanying an IOM 
mission to assess the humanitarian situation in Tine Sudan and Chad and to prepare a contingency plan in 
case of an occurrence of spontaneous return of refugees.   
 
Reconstruction of schools in the camps 
The prototype for the reconstruction of schools that were destroyed by torrential rains during the rainy season 
has been finalized and CARE will construct 135 classrooms in the camps of Touloum, Mile and Iridimi. The 
reconstruction work will be funded jointly by UNHCR and UNICEF. 
 
Water situation 
INTERSOS drilled one borehole in Goz Beida, based on the results of the geophysical study undertaken by 
Oxfam. This borehole yields eight cubic metres of water per hour. A second borehole will be drilled in order to 
provide sufficient water to the town and have two separate water distribution systems for the town and the 
camp. At Kounoungou, where there are shallow wells along the wadi and where the wells are exposed to 
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wadi overflows, Oxfam is carrying out water development work, with one borehole already dug. At Breidgine, 
two boreholes are being tested for capacity. 
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
Upcoming border monitoring mission 
According to administrative sources, an estimated 1,000 refugees from the CAR may have fled to the south-
west axis (Yamodo-Betel and Yamodo-Maissou/Maibo) and are currently hosted in border villages. A joint 
border monitoring mission by the authorities, UNHCR and MSF is planned for next week at Betel. Another 
monitoring mission is planned to Maissou and Maibo to assess the situation of the refugees in that area. 
 
Relocation to Amboko settlement  
Following last week’s transfers of 300 refugees from Bedakoussang to Amboko, screening was launched on 
the south-east axis on the basis of a revised list of refugee families given by the local authorities. UNHCR is 
facing difficulties in conducting a genuine and efficient screening process because of the attempts by many 
Chadian nationals to be transferred to Amboko settlement as refugees. Another 45 families (212 persons) 
have been transferred to Amboko, which now accommodates a total of 25,961 refugees. Relocation 
operations from the Bekan area are now complete.  
 
Activities at Amboko  
The average water production stabilized at 321.42 cubic metres per day and the refugees received an 
average of 13 litres per person per day. Meanwhile, UNHCR has hosted several coordination meetings with 
MSF-Holland and other partners regarding the installation of the water system in the new refugee settlement 
site, Gondje. Whilst the installation of the five boreholes and reservoirs by MSF-Holland is being awaited, the 
option of a temporary water system is being explored to facilitate the relocation of refugees from Betel and 
the surroundings in the coming weeks. 
 
UNHCR has been lending support to the national polio immunization campaign in the camp which reached a 
total of 3,505 children under five in Amboko camp and the extension. This percentage corresponds to 75 
percent of the target population. As malaria still constitutes a major cause of morbidity, MSF has sprayed all 
tents in the extension. According to MSF, respiratory tract infections are increasing in the extension due to 
the cold temperatures at night and to the lack of blankets for the new arrivals.  
 
Teachers’ incentives were reduced this week. The new incentive scale will allow the NGOs to stay within the 
actual budget while increasing the number of teachers to 49. Most teachers understood the necessity for this 
measure and have accepted to keep working. The number of primary school teachers has doubled this 
school year while that of students has tripled with the arrival of new refugees. Moreover, a second 
headmaster was hired and a full school direction board set up. This headmaster, and the teachers associated 
with him, will in the future move to Gondje, along with their students. For now, both schools are integral parts 
of the Amboko school with 4,025 refugee students (1,198 girls). The school is also attended by 670 Chadian 
students (272 girls) from nearby villages. 
 
Activities at Danamadji  
UNHCR is collaborating with COOPI on the preparation of activities to mark World Aids Day on 1 December. 
In the meantime, COOPI and its peer educators have launched a sensitization campaign on HIV/AIDS, 
sexually-transmitted diseases and female genital mutilation at Yaroungou, reaching 631 men, 654 women 
and 338 youths.  
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URBAN REFUGEES 
 
Detained Iranian journalist  
UNHCR visited the Iranian journalist detained in the Commissariat Central since September, in order to verify 
his well-being and reassure him that the legal and medical follow up of his case is being undertaken. The 
administrative chamber of the Supreme Court has ordered his release following a request by the Association 
Droit de l’Homme Sans Frontière, but the implementation of the decision is still awaited.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 49,216,870 

   


