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 was in Kivu just after the official launch of the FARDC and 
MONUC’s joint operation, Kimya II (Kimya = calm). Its objective 
is to hunt down the FDLR in North and South Kivu and the 
deployment of 16,000 Congolese soldiers is planned, with MONUC 

providing logistical, transportational and strategic support. The operation is 
designed to put pressure on the FDLR and to force them to lay down their 
weapons. The population in the Kivus are extremely concerned. The 
deployment of these forces comes at a time when the population is still 
counting the toll of the Rwanda-Congolese joint operation which resulted in
hundreds of deaths and thousands of displaced people and was considered as 
a huge failure by the population. Indeed, the first harmful effects of Kimya II 
are already being felt. Just two weeks ago, following clashes between the 
FARDC and FDLR north of Rutshuru, the population became the target for 
collective punishment by the FDLR, as it believes the population is 
collaborating with the Congolese government, and is therefore indirectly
responsible for the launch of the Kimya II operation. At the same time, the 
Congolese army - some units of which have not been paid since December
2008 puttin at risk the results achieved  during  the unification process last 
year – are taking it out on the population. In this situation, lack of confidence 
in MONUC continues to provoke preventive migrations by the population to
take refuge in the camps for the displaced.   
I envisage that certain problems are surely going to have a negative impact 
on the security of the population in both Kivus. Nobody is taking charge of 
the soldiers, and the families that follow the soldiers, and they are left to 
their own devices. The authorities in the territories are obviously not being
informed about the operations which have been planned in their territories, 
which prevents any real cooperation between the soldiers and the local 
authorities. Following the joint operation by the Rwandan and Congolese 
armies, the FDLR scattered and then re-formed after the end of operation. 
Upon their return, they committed extreme violence and took deliberate 
action against the population. MONUC, who should ensure that civilians are 
protected, does not seem to have developed a proper plan for protecting the
population. It is apparent that MONUC does not always seem to be informed 
about the FARDC’s military plans, which worsens the conditions of general 
insecurity in the conflict zones. Nevertheless, there are some positive signs. 
MONUC created Joint Protection Teams (JPT) made up of staff from the 
civil service, human rights and political affairs sectors as well as the 
DDRRR. Their role is to move over several days to zones at high risk from
insecurity to interview the population, local leaders, the police and displaced
people. The information they gather will allow them to set up mechanisms 
for protection, by communicating the results of their inquiries to the 
Congolese army and to MONUC. For the JPT to be truly effective, their 
recommendations should be taken into count more fully. Above all, it would 
be essential not to forget that a purely military solution to the problem of the 
FDLR is neither desirable nor realistic. The political dialogue remains 
necessary to bring true peace and stability to the east of the DRC.  

Donatella Rostagno, EurAC Policy Officer
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mailto:kris.berwouts@eurac-network.org


Summary of events    April 
 

 Great Lakes Tanzania opposes this notion, maintaining that the 
grant permanent residency status is a matter of 
sovereignty for each country and, as such, should 
depend on the constitution of that country. In addition, 
the four other countries could not reach an agreement 
with Tanzania on a common position on the 
acquisition of land. Tanzania stresses that the question 
of land is a sensitive matter which often causes civil 
conflicts, because the Member States have differing 
land policies. 
 

Human Rights situation in March 
2009 

As part of its Human rights observation programme, 
the League for Human Rights in the Great Lakes 
Region (LDGL) produces a report monthly on the 
major trends characterising the human rights situation 
in Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Rwanda. This report is based on information given by 
its investigations in each country. The current report 
notes some striking facts in March 2009. For the DRC, 
LDGL is looking into the consequences of the joint 
FARDC-RDF operation against the FDLR. According 
to the report, after being tracked, «armed FDLR-
INTERAHAMWE groups went effortlessly back to their 
former lands, whilst sewing desolation amongst the 
civil population, by pillaging, raping, burning down
houses and committing other major human rights 
violations without the public powers reacting.» 
However, the report commended «the considerable 
advances made in diplomatic relations between 
Rwanda and the DRC» and the demonstration of «their 
intention to reopen their respective embassies». In
Burundi, the LDGL particularly approves «the 
cessation of hunting and mutilation of albinos for 
superstitious and commercial aims. » It also highlights
the release of Jean-Claude Kavumbagu, head of the 
information agency Net Press, and Alexis Sinduhije, 
president of the Movement for Solidarity and 
Development party (MSD). As its seat is in Kigali, the 
League remains very cautious towards Rwanda. The 
report states that the «situation seems to be improving 
in terms of security, as well as in regards to the 
administration of justice at the Gacaca courts, in spite 
of some failings in institutional and material order 
confirmed and disparaged by human rights
organisations, especially the overpopulation of 
prisons». The report mentions the conviction under 
appeal of François-Xavier Byuma, human rights 
activist and ex-vice-president of the LDGL, to 17 years
imprisonment. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Construction of a bridge to promote 
commerce in the ECCAS 

 
According to experts from the New Partnership for 
Africa's Development (NEPAD), the deficiency in inter-
African trade is one of the major causes of Africa’s 
impoverishment. To overcome this, in 2001 NEPAD 
advocated the building of a road and rail bridge linking 
Kinshasa and Brazzaville. The African Development Bank 
(ADB) pledged to release $230 million for pre-feasibility 
and feasibility studies to facilitate the rapid construction of 
this bridge over the river Congo, to link the closest capital 
cities in the world. And that’s it. Although conceived in 
1991, the plan was never implemented. According to 
rumour, several personalities in the DRC are against this 
grand unifying project as it would deprive the Province of 
Bas-Congo of its principal financial resources, generated 
by the harbours at Boma and Matadi, to the advantage of 
Point Noire in Congo-Brazzaville. Faced with this 
obstacle, the population of Bas-Congo, with its provincial 
Executive at the fore, protested in Kinshasa. Indeed, the 
DRC should rather make considerable efforts to update its 
harbour facilities, to make them competitive on 
international scale, whilst diversifying the Province of 
Bas-Congo’s economy. In this way, it will be possible to 
develop commerce between countries in the Economic 
Community of Central African States (CEEAC).  
 

 Towards a common EAC market  
 
In a joint press release published in Arusha on 29th April 
2009, the member States of the East African Community 
(EAC, comprising Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and 
Rwanda) agreed to establish a single market between them,
after their State leaders and governments agreed to 
conclude the negotiation process on this issue before next 
November. They are signing up to the African Union’s
(UA) approach which advocates achieving continental 
political unity within the regional economic communities. 
Future important steps for the EAC will lead to a Monetary 
Union by 2012, which will bring about a Political 
Federation of East African States, since the region has 
already introduced a customs alliance in January 2005. 
However, it seems that the game has not already been won, 
as there are still some bones of contention. While Kenya, 
Uganda and Rwanda back the acceleration of the process, 
Tanzania would prefer it to be more progressive. Another 
difference between Tanzania and the other countries lies in 
the granting of citizenship to the inhabitants of these 
countries. For the member countries, a citizen of one
Member state, residing in another State for some time, can 
automatically attain citizenship of that country.  
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 DRC  President of the Republic. This optimism was not 
shared by observers, as the security situation had been 
greatly disturbed and the civil population had been 
thrown into desolation by pillaging, fires and rapes 
perpetrated by escaping rebels and even by FARDC 
forces. 

 
 Vital Kamerhe’s successor and the  

creation of a new office  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 18th April 2009, the National Assembly (NA) elected a
new office to succeed Vital Kamerhe and his team. 
Unsurprisingly, the presidential party took all the posts. 
The new president is Mr Evariste Boshab (aged 53) elected 
to the first round by 329 votes out of 484. The other 
candidates for this position received 75, 54 and 15 votes 
respectively. There were 8 spoilt ballot papers and 1 
abstention. According to Colette Braeckman, the President 
of the Republic himself brought all of his weight into play. 
The day before the vote, he invited the deputies from his 
majority to his home and called «several of the elected 
representatives personally to request their loyalty». For his 
part, a deputy from the MLC regretted that opposition 
went to the polls divided, because it gave several posts to 
several candidates. Other opposition deputies suspect 
corruption. Notably, the new president of the NA promised 
parliamentary controls that would follow the norm and a 
merciless struggle against corruption, which is doubted by 
some analysts. 
 
 IEC: the election train is in motion 

 
On 16th April 2009, abbot Apollinaire Malu Malu, 
President of the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC), 
asked the media to explain the importance of, and
procedures involved in the next urban, municipal and local 
elections to voters. According to him, «the election train is 
in motion». These elections have three levels. Direct 
nationwide elections will select the Town councillors, who 
will in turn elect the town Council and the local executive 
power (heads of the communes). In cities, the city Council 
will elect a mayor for the city. But initially, the Prime 
Minister must first sign the decree to implement the law 
for decentralised entities. 
 

Operation “Kimya II”
 
On 27th April 2009, in the presence of all the FARDC’s 
chief of staff, Defence Minister, Charles Mwando Nsimba, 
announced that the army was going to launch operation 
Kimya II, to hunt down the FDLR. It was due to begin in
around 10 days in South Kivu, would last three months, 
and would be under a single command in the North and
South Kivu. Minister Mwando asserted that MONUC 
would provide logistical and military support for the
offensive and that measures would be taken to avoid the 
civil population being used as human shields by the rebels. 
MONUC confirmed its participation, but put forward a
prerequisite condition for the demobilisation of all minors 
recruited to the army, and their reintegration into society. 
Joint military operations against the FDLR began on 20th
January 2009 under the title "Umoya Wetu" (Our Unity) 
and lasted thirty-four days. Officially completed on 25th

February 2009, they were hailed as a success by the 
Congolese Minister for Foreign Affairs and by the  
 

 
Visit by the UN Special 
Representative for children and 
armed conflict 

 
Radhika Coomaraswamy, UN Special Representative 
for children and armed conflict, visited the DRC, 
between 14th and 21st April 2009, at invitation of the 
Government. The objective of her visit was to ascertain 
first hand the situation of children with a view to 
facilitate collaboration among stakeholders to ensure 
greater protection for children in the ongoing 
humanitarian crisis. Ms. Coomaraswamy paid particular 
attention to the issues of children associated with armed 
groups, sexual violence, internally displaced and 
refugee children as well as impunity for crimes against 
children.  She met with the political and military 
authorities, and also non-governmental agents, 
members of civil society, NGOs and children affected 
by conflict. Assessing her 8 day stay, 4 of which were 
spent in the east of the country, she revealed that 48% 
of the victims of sexual violence are minors and 67% of 
the perpetrators are men in uniform. According to Ms. 
Coomaraswamy, since January 2009, 1,300 children 
were liberated from the National Congress for People's 
Defence (CNDP), and from other armed groups during 
the process of accelerated integration. The Defence 
Minister assured her that representatives from 
MONUC's Child Protection Division as well as other 
UN agencies on site during FARDC integration to 
ensure that children are not involved.  
 

 Police sell young girls to Angolan 
soldiers 

 
For months, Congolese policemen have been abducting 
girls in order to sell them to Angolan soldiers to make a 
little money. These transactions occur on the Kikuangu 
Mbemba border in the Tshela territory, 255 km from 
Matadi. According to the civil registry service in 
Tshela, 32 girls between the ages of 12 and 16 years old 
were kidnapped between January and mid-March 2009. 
The president of one Boma based human rights NGO, 
the Christian Embassy for peace in Congo, claims that: 
«The policemen receive a dowry from the soldiers that
operate in this zone, then capture the girls who are
given to the Angolans in marriage, without their 
parents knowledge or consent". Since February, eight 
policemen and two village leaders accused of being 
involved in the trafficking of young girls have been
arrested.  
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Burundi     Rwanda 
 

 The FNL becomes a political party  BBC suspended 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 29th April 2009, the Rwandan Minister for Information, 
Mrs Louise Mushikiwabo, announced that the Rwandan 
government had decided "to provisionally suspend" all 
programmes in the national kinyarwanda language from 
BBC radio following interviews broadcast the previous 
day in its weekly programme "Imvo n’Imvano" (The root 
of the problem). According to the Rwandan government, 
these interviews were "likely" to hinder efforts towards 
national unity and reconciliation, because their only 
objective was «to incite hatred amongst Rwandans». The 
programme in question featured people judged to be 
opponents to the Kigali regime, these were: Faustin 
Twagiramungu, former Prime Minister of the current 
regime in Rwanda; Boniface Rutayisire, president of 
several not-for-profit associations; Joseph Matata, human 
rights activist, and co-ordinator of the Centre Against 
Impunity and Injustice in Rwanda (CLIIR) and Augustine 
Dukuze, spokesperson for the Rally for Unity and 
Democracy (RUD-Urunana). HRW and RSF condemned 
the suspension. HRW described it as a «reflection of the 
Rwandan government’s increasing actions to suppress the 
freedom of expression». 
 

Parents and teachers called upon to 
eradicate the ideology of genocide 

 
According to the governmental journal La Nouvelle Relève 
(N ° 721, 13  to 20  April 2009), the th th Secretary of State for 
the Ministry of Education, the Commissioner of the 
National Committee for the Fight Against Genocide and a 
senator took part in a radio and television debate on the 
topic: «measures to be taken to eradicate the ideologyof 
genocide in schools». According to them, this ideology 
became widespread in 2007. The programme’s three 
presenters called for parents and teachers to be constantly 
engaged to eradicate this ideology in families and
schools. School heads should oversee the «support of anti-
genocide clubs and set them up in the schools that don’t 
already have them». 
 

Young domestic workers have no 
rights 

 
According to an article by Syfia Great Lakes in April
2009, «in Rwanda, more and more civil servants take on 
children from the countryside as domestic staff. As they do 
not have contracts, they are not remunerated and are often 
ill-treated». This category of worker does not benefit from 
any kind of social protection. "They are insulted, beaten, 
made to transport heavy loads or work more than 12 hours 
a day". The employment law states that a 16-year-old 
teenager can be employed without any particular
conditions of employment. 
To view the article, contact infosud@infosud.be, 

On 18th April 2009, Agathon Rwasa, leader of The 
National Liberation Forces (FNL), became the first 
member of this movement to be demobilised at the Rubira 
camp, 20 kilometres north of Bujumbura. The ceremony 
was held in the presence of representatives from the South 
African mediation, UN, the African Union (UA), the 
diplomatic corps and more than 4,000 rebels who had been 
gathering on the site for several weeks. On 21st April, the 
FNL was recognised as a political party. This 
«unforgettable day» was welcomed by the UN Secretary 
General, Ban Ki-moon, as well as by the Political 
Directorate of the Peace Process in Burundi. The FNL 
therefore became the 42nd political party recognised in 
Burundi. 3,500 rebel combatants will be integrated into the 
army and police and about 5,000 others will be 
demobilised by 15th May. Other members of the FNL will 
be able to return to their homes with a small amount of 
money provisioned by the agreement.  
 

 Cooperation reinforced 
 
On 12th April 2009, diplomatic relations between the 
Netherlands and Burundi reached a new level with the 
opening of a Dutch embassy in Bujumbura. The ceremony 
took place in the presence of the Dutch Minister for 
Cooperation and Development, Bert Koenders. He 
announced that his country would provide direct budgetary 
support of 30 million Euros the Burundian government in 
2009, as well as taking a series of other actions intended to 
reinforce the cooperation between both countries. On the 
same day, the Resident Coordinator of the United Nations’
System in Burundi, Youssef Mahmoud, and the Burundian 
minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, 
Augustine Nsanze, officially signed an integrated UN 
support strategy for Burundi, to the value of 240 million 
US dollars over the period of 2010-2014. The programme 
will principally centre on consilidating peace, strategic 
planning and coordination, community improvements, 
reconciliation, promotion and protection of human rights, 
as well as democratic governance. Then, three days later, 
the World Bank announced that it is going to provide just 
over 15.6 million US dollars for the Community and 
Social Development Projects (PRADCS) in Burundi. 
 

 Vice-president of OLUCOME 
assassinated 

 
Ernest Manirumwa, vice-president of the Observatory for 
the Fight against Corruption and Economic Embezzlement 
(OLUCOME) was assassinated in his home on the night of 
8 - 9 April 2009. This assassination has shocked all of civil 
society in Burundi. More than 200 associations have 
demanded an international inquiry.  
Read more in Advocacy p. 6 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 
the press.» Nevertheless, he underlined that there was a 
net improvement compared to the previous year. For his 
part, the head of MONUC, Alan Doss, called on the 
Congolese press exercise a large degree of 
responsibility, and called on the authorities to guarantee 
the right to freedom of expression. Doss also reasserted 
MONUC’s committment to continue helping the 
Congolese press within available means. MONUC’s 
leader also wanted to pay tribute to the Congolese 
journalists who have died in obscure circumstances. 
Notably, he named Serge Maheshe, Didace Namujimbo, 
Franck Ngyke, Bapuwa Mwamba and Mukula Salayi. 
«Let us make sure that their sacrifice is not vain», he 
concluded. 
  

 MSF: The voice of women in the 
DRC 

 
On 14th April 2009, ‘Médecins sans Frontièrs’ (MSF -
Doctors Without Borders) announced the launching of a 
project titled State: critical, to draw attention to the 
situation faced by women in Eastern DRC. They are 
particularly vulnerable and suffer violence, fleeing and 
the loss of loved ones. With this action, MSF wants to 
give a voice to the victims of the war, which continued 
for more than 15 years in this region of Congo. Their 
objective is also to draw special attention to these 
Congolese women and mothers, especially on the impact 
this war has on their daily life right now. 
As part of this project, MSF posted a series of videos to 
the website www.etatcritique.be, in which women from 
eastern Congo express their desires for the future. In 
return, MSF is inviting the public to post a message or 
greeting either in writing or with a picture. With this 
initiative, they would make this action known to the 
greatest number of people by relaying the message via 
blogs, forums, websites and also by e-mail. Their 
objective is not only to draw the attention to this 
particular action, but also to problems caused by this 
crisis in general that are currently affecting eastern 
Congo.  
For more details, contact Eva Kongs: eva kongs artsen 
zonder grenzen / doctors without borders 
+32 2 474 75 66 www.azg.be / www.msf.be
 

 EurAC loses a great lady 
 
It is with great sadness that we were informed about the 
death of Madam Jeanne Mujing. Jeanne was Programme
Officer in the team of Christian Aid in Kinshasa, EurAC 
focal point in the DRC. Several of EurAc’s members 
also knew her as a member of the National Council of 
Non-governmental Organizations for Development
(CNONGD). Jeanne was a key figure  

 Donatella’s mission in Africa 
 
Donatella Rostagno, EurAC’s Policy Officer, undertook a 
mission in the Great Lakes Region between 24th April and 
6th May 2009. In Burundi, she worked with EurAc 
members present on the ground and local civil society 
partners on the subjects of fragile States, decentralisation, 
acts of sexual violence and the elections to be held in 
2010. Over several days, she held meetings with the 
European embassies, the EU delegation and other 
international organisations. Her mission continued in 
Eastern Congo, with the cooperation of Hilde Deman from 
Pax Christi Delen on the subjects of decentralisation, acts 
of sexual violence and the security situation in the Kivus. 
Meetings with international organisations, Congolese 
NGOs, MONUC representatives, ECHO, EUSEC and 
REJUSCO allowed her to gather important information to 
develop joint advocacy between EurAC and Pax Christi 
Delen over the next few weeks. Analysis on the subject of 
acts of sexual violence in Rwanda was also carried out. 
EurAC would like to thank its members on the ground for 
their cooperation, which is always very rewarding.  
During her mission in Goma, Donatella also visited the 
Hungarian organisation African Hungarian Union (AHU)’s 
medical project. AHU has set up mobile clinics in the 
Rutshuru and Kiwanja regions, which are manned by 
voluntary Hungarian doctors. They provide medical care to 
the population of the Kiwanja camp for displaced people 
and to the villages of the region. 
 

 The Congolese press still under 
threat  

 
WOn orldwide Press Freedom Day, on 3rd May 2009, the 

NGO Journalists in Danger (JED) expressed its concerns
about the threat posed by political, economic and financial 
powers to the credibility of the media in the DRC. In his 
speech, Dona Mbaya, president of JED, highlighted 31 
cases where the civil liberties of the press had been 
infringed. He stated: «Since January we have noted other 
cases of civil liberties infringements against the press, 
among which 5 cases where the press were questioned, 5 
were attacks and others were cases of obstruction to the 
circulation of information, that is to say censure. Not to 
forget that to date, there are two radio stations in Likasi 
that have been banned for just over a month. » JED’s
president also mentioned the problem of media credibility 
in relation to political and monetary powers: «We noted, 
that the politicians have seriously taken control of the 
media, so that many matters of public interest, in the 
majority of cases, are not accorded sufficient coverage in 
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in the team of pioneers who shaped the programme for 
developmental NGOs in the DRC. It is thanks to the 
enthusiasm, devotion and creativity of this team that 
CNONGD was able to become the headquarters for 
Congolese civil society in the nineties. Jeanne’s rational 
and systematic approach, coupled with her empathy and 
warm personality, mean that a huge void will be left. 
This great lady is irreplaceable in our hearts as a person, 
and in our work because she played a very important 
role in the joint action between the Congolese civil 
society and international NGOs, since we are preparing 
to intensify our efforts ready for local elections and for 
good governance. Her expertise, skills and integrity 
would have formed the backbone of this joint action. 
Our thoughts and condolences go first of all to Jeanne's 
family; she leaves behind a husband and two children, 
and to our friends at Christian Aid and CNONGD. May 
she rest in peace. 
 
 Congo Now! 

 
A large coallition of NGOs based in London, including 
Christian Aid, Cafod, Global Witness, Human Right 
Watch and Oxfam, organised a Congolese week from 4th

to 8th May 2009, under the name Congo Now!. Their 
objective was not only to publicise the unacceptable 
suffering of the Congolese people, but also to share the 
dynamism and creativity of the Congolese with the 
English public. Therefore, on Monday 4th, the football 
star Herita Ilunga (who plays for West Ham United and 
in the DRC’s national team), in cooperation with 
Christian Aid, launched a Community football 
tournament in Regent' s Park. On the 8th, Human Rights 
Watch organised a screening of the film The reckoning: 
The battle for the International Criminal Court, 
followed by a debate on challenges faced by the quest 
for justice in the DRC. 
 
 Put an end to children’s suffering in 

Eastern DRC 
 
On 22nd April 2009, representatives from 62 
associations for parents of children based in Goma and 
Congolese NGOs from eastern DRC addressed a letter to 
the members of the Security Council urging them «to 
help put an end to the suffering of a whole generation of 
children». The signatories justify their step with their 
conviction that «the UN’s Security Council, and 
especially the Work Group for Children and Armed 
Conflict, has a very important role to play in puting an 
end to the abuses suffered by children in the east of 
Congo». They describe their concerns about the 
dramatic situation in which their children find 
themselves, especially in relation to the sexual violence 
committed against young people, attacks on schools and 
the lack of education amongst almost an entire
generation of Congolese people. They state that many 
children were forced into joining armed groups and had 
to take part in battles over several years. They note that 
«those who have returned are completely traumatised».
They wonder what will become of these children, since 
schools were ransacked and burnt and where the schools 
  

do remain, children can no longer access them due to the 
insecurity in the region. The signatories «condemn the 
current guilty silence» of the Congolese leaders and 
international community and do not understand how the 
perpetrators of these crimes, «some of whom are known 
to the authorities, benefit from complete impunity». They 
name the specific cases of Bosco Ntaganda, who is 
wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC), and 
Jean Pierre Biyoyo, judged and condemned by the 
military Court in Bukavu, but who holds an important 
position within the FARDC. The parents call for the 
Security Council «to act as quickly as possible to put an 
end to this destruction of a whole generation of young 
Congolese pepole». 
 
 Burundi: HRW call for the 

assassins of OLUCOME’s vice-
president to be brought to justice 

 
Overnight between 8th and 9th April 2009 Ernest 
Manirumva, vice-president of the Observatory for the 
Fight against Corruption and Economic Embezzlement 
(OLUCOME) was assassinated. Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) is calling for an independent international 
inquiry because «the murder of an anti-corruption 
activist who was critical of violent acts perpetrated by 
the police calls for an inquiry which is not under the 
exclusive control of the police.» According to HRW, «an 
independent inquiry is the only means to discover the 
truth and guarantee justice for this horrible crime.»
HRW recalls that Ernest Manirumva «had worked on 
subjects that were sensitive to both OLUCOME and to 
Regulatory Authority for Public Works. OLUCOME had 
recently investigated an affair in which police civil 
servants are reported to have received wages in the 
name of “ghost” or fictitious officers, as well as 
investigating corruption in the private sector. The 
attribution of contracts for public works in Burundi is 
also well-known for suffering corruption». More 
disturbing still, «in January 2009, an anonymous 
message was relayed to the OLUCOME’s offices and its 
president, Mr Rufyiri’s home, warning its members that 
they risked “elimination” if they continued investigating 
politically sensitive matters such as the “Falcon” and 
“Interpetrol" scandals, in both of which senior members 
of the government are implicated». Suspected of being 
lax and accused of worse, the Burundian Government 
hastened to accept the assistance of the American federal 
police, the famous FBI, at the suggestion of the 
American ambassador in Bujumbura. 
As a reminder, according to OLUCOME, about $24 
million was stolen from the public treasury in 2008.  
 

 DRC: Urgent appeal for the 
protection of 100,000 civilians 

 
On 29th April 2009, HRW published a press release
urgently appealing for the protection of more than 
100,000 displaced civilians in the territory of Lubero, 
against new attacks by Rwandan militia and Congolese 
forces. The NGO calls for the dispatch of 3,000 Blue 

elmets that was promised in November, 2008. H  
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
� April 2009 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 
documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org
 
 Regional 
perspectives 

 
Situation des Droits de l’Homme 
dans les Grands Lacs en mars 
2009
LDGL, Kigali, 14/04/09, 8 p. 
 
Privilégier l’intégration 
économique de l’Afrique centrale
Le Potentiel, 29/04/09, 2 p. 
 
Aide de la Belgique et de la FAO 
aux agriculteurs africains
FAO, Rome, 15/04/09, 1 p. 
 
Communiqué conjoint de la 2ème 
Réunion de la Commission 
Tripartite sur la situation des 
réfugiés burundais vivant au 
Rwanda  
Burundi, Rwanda, HCR, Kigali, 
22/04/09, 7 p
 
Strengthening the Security 
Council’s Response to Sexual 
Violence and Attacks on 
Education in Armed Conflict
HRW, New York, 28/04/09, 9 p.
 
A propos du Rwanda, des Grands 
Lacs et de la politique française 
en Afrique
Jacques Hogard, Paris, 01/2/09, 
10 p. 
 
Les organisations paysannes 
d’Afrique s’adressent au G 8
EAFF et autres, Rome, 15/04/09, 
4 p. 
 
Afrique centrale : Panique dans la 
filière bois
JA, Paris, 22/04/09, 2 p. 
 

   
  DRC: Justice 

 
Rappel Parlement National: 
Evariste Boshab doit remettre 
Ntaganda à la CPI
CAPD, Bukavu, 20/04/09, 3 p.
 
Marche de protestation contre 
l’assassinat de Me Georges Kateta 
Kalombo  
Héritiers de la Justice 
Bukavu, 20/04/09, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Politics 
 
La majorité refait son unité
Colette Braeckman, Bruxelles, 
20/04/09, 2 p. 
 
Elections au Bureau de 
l’Assemblée nationale. L’AMP 
rafle tous les postes
Le Potentiel, Kinshasa, 20/04/09, 
3 p. 
 
CEI: «Le train des élections est en 
marche»
MONUC,  Kinshasa, 16/04/09,  
1 p. 
 
Retour de tous les travers 
politiques DIA, Kinshasa, 
09/04/09, 3 p. 
 

DRC: Press 
 
La presse congolaise reste 
exposée aux menaces, aux 
pressions et à la censure qui 
minent sa crédibilité
JED, Kinshasa, 02/05/09, 3 p.  
 

DRC: Cooperation 
 
La coopération belge trop lente, trop 
dispersée
Colette Braeckman, Bruxelles, 
29/04/09, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Human Rights 
 
Parents plead with the UN Security 
Council to help end the suffering of a 
generation of Congolese children
ACAT Sud-Kivu and others, Bukavu, 
22/04/09, 5 p. 
 
Children will be released from armed 
forces and groups in the East
MONUC, New York/Kinshasa, 
21/04/09, 2 p.  
 
Rapport d’enquête sur l’expropriation 
et l’indemnisation de la population de 
Mumosho par la SINELAC
LDGL, Bukavu, 09/04/09, 7 p. 
 
Des Pygmées violés par des militaires 
à Walikale
LDGL, Goma, 08/05/09, 1 p. 
 
Violations des droits humains par les 
FARDC et les FDLR
GADHOP, Butembo, 05/05/09, 10 p. 
 
La pacification mise à l’épreuve des 
faits dans le Sud du Territoire de 
Lubero
CEJA, Butembo, 30/03/09, 20 p. 
 
48% des victimes des violences 
sexuelles en RDC sont des enfants
MONUC, Kinshasa, 22/04/09, 1 p. 
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Etude sur l’evaluation des politiques 
de réduction de la pauvreté
OAG, Bujumbura, 22/04/09, 4 p. 
 

Burundi: Genocide 
 
Le temps de la reconnaissance du 
 génocide de 1972 au Burundi est 
arrivé.  
Perpétue Nshimirimana, Genève, 
29/04/09, 4 p. 
 

Burundi: Justice 
 
Abolition de la peine de mort au 
Burundi : questions / réponses
ACAT, Bujumbura, 02/05/09, 1 p. 
 
Repeal Law Criminalizing 
Homosexual Conduct
HRW, New York, 29/04/09, 2 p.  
 
Find Killers of Anti-Corruption 
Activist
HWR, New York, 16/04/09, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Politics 
 
Discours à l'occasion de la journée 
internationale du travail
Président Pierre Nkurunziza,  
Bujumbura, 01/05/09, 8 p. 
 
2010 : Comment éviter le syndrome 
kenyan ?
Elysée Ngabire et Guibert 
Mbonimpa, Bujumbura, 28/04/09, 
8 p. 
 
« Ce sont les médiocres qui sont 
valorisés »  
Adrien Sibomana, Bujumbura, 
24/04/09 
 
De la nouvelle loi communale. Si on 
en reparlait ?
Joseph Nzokirantevye, arib news, 
19/04/09, 8 p. 
 
Déclaration sur le processus de mise 
en œuvre des décisions conjointes 
prises à Pretoria le 8 Avril 2009
Le Directoire Politique du Processus 
de Paix au Burundi, Bujumbura, 
16/04/09, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Refugees 
 
Comprehensive solutions for 
Burundian refugees in Tanzania's 
old settlements, Update and budget 
revision - May 2009
UNHCR, New York, 06/05/09, 7 p. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Government suspends French 
public radio broadcasts in northeast
RWB, Paris, 07/05/09, 1 p.
 

DRC: Civil Society 
 
Concertation des acteurs de la 
gouvernance locale
Rigobert Minani, RODHECIC, 
Kinshasa, 10/03/09, 3 p 
 
Lettre ouverte à l’Honorable 
Evariste Boshab, président de 
l’Assemblée Nationale de la RDC  
ASFCO, Bukavu, 25/04/09, 4 p.  
 

DRC: Natural 
Resources 

 
Six contrats miniers à renégocier 
avec réalisme
Le Potentiel, 22/04/09, 2 p. 
 
Marchands d’armes, seigneurs de la 
guerre, multinationales. 
Balkanisation et pillage dans l’Est 
congolais
Delphine Abadié et autres, Le 
Monde diplomatique, Paris, 
01/12/08, 1 p. 
 

Burundi: Army 
 
La démobilisation des milliers 
d'anciens rebelles commence
IRIN, Bujumbura, 21/04/09, 2 p. 
 

Burundi: Human 
Rights 

 
Rapport annuel 2008 sur la situation 
des Droits de l’Homme au Burundi
Iteka, Bujumbura, 31/03/09, 48 p. 
 
L’UE regrette vivement 
l’incriminalisation de 
l’homosexualité
UE, Bruxelles, 11/05/09, 2 p. 
 

Burundi: Economy 
 
Etude sur la problématique foncière 
au Burundi 
Ch. Ntampaka et autres, GRET, 
Paris, 31/03/09,55 p. 
A demander au secrétariat EurAc 
 
Trésor public au Burundi: Près de 
24 millions de dollars dérobés
Afrique en Ligne, Bujumbura, 
29/04/09, 1 p.
 

Asylum system in Burundi established 
with UNHCR's support
Pana, Nairobi, 17/04/09, 2 p. 
 
Rapatriement des réfugiés burundais 
de la Tanzanie : phase finale 
PANA, 27/04/2009, 2 p.  
 

Burundi: Social 
values  

 
Burundi : Des paroles de sages à 
transmettre
VNU, Bujumbura, 06/05/09, 2 p. 
 

Burundi : Civil 
Society 

 
Communiqué de l’OLUCOME après 
l’assassinat de son Vice-président
Gabriel Rufyiri, Bujumbura, 10/04/09, 
2 p.  
 
Lettre ouverte de la société civile 
burundaise après l’assassinat du Vice-
président de l’OLUCOME
Iteka et autres, Bujumbura, 14/04/09, 
3 p. 
 

Rwanda: Justice 
 
L'enquête du juge Bruguière sur 
l'attentat du 6 avril 1994 : rien qu'un 
vulgaire pétard mouillé ?
Luc Marchal, Bruxelles, 04/05/09, 6 p. 
 
Former Congolese Rebel Leader 
Nkunda to Face Trial in Rwanda 
Friday
Peter Clottey, Washington, D.C., 
17/04/09, 3 p. 
 

Rwanda: Politics 
 
Rwanda: Accountability, Missing Link 
in Gender Equality
New Times, Kigali, 06/05/09,  
2 p. 
 
Déclaration du Dialogue Intra-
Rwandais : Edition 2009 
Monique Bagirimvano et autres,  
Palma de Mallorca, 05/05/09 
 

Rwanda: Press 
 
Restore BBC to the Air 
HRW, New York, 27/04/09, 3 p.
 
Government urged to lift ban on 
BBC’s local broadcasts
RWB, Paris, 30/04/09, 1 p. 
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