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KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
 The situation in western Libya—which remains under control of the Muammar Gaddafi-led government—remains tense.  

According to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), violence and fighting in several 
cities, including the capital city of Tripoli, continued on February 28.  Access to and information from western areas of 
Libya remain the most significant humanitarian concerns.  Relief agencies are deploying staff to the region to enable a 
robust humanitarian response once access improves.   

 Eastern areas of the country remain calm; with OCHA reporting that defected military officers are exerting authority and 
mobilizing anti-Gaddafi government groups.  Leaders in the east have reportedly established committees to deliver basic 
services to affected populations.  While many civilians have been affected by the violence, initial reports indicate limited 
humanitarian needs in eastern Libya.   

 According to the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), approximately 140,000 people have 
fled Libya.  The majority of individuals fleeing the country are reportedly Egyptian and Tunisian migrant workers who 
are returning to their countries of origin.  According to OCHA, Egyptian and Tunisian citizens are providing 
unprecedented support to individuals arriving in Egypt and Tunisia.   

 Egyptian authorities at the Salloum border post in eastern Libya are facilitating the entry of humanitarian personnel and 
relief supplies into Libya.  According to OCHA, the Secretary-General of the Libyan Red Crescent reports that Benghazi 
Port is fully functioning and can be utilized to receive and transport commodities.   

 On March 1, USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) activated a Response Management 
Team (RMT) for the complex emergency in Libya and deployed staff to the region to identify humanitarian needs and 
work with partners to coordinate a multilateral response.  The teams will include staff from the U.S. Department of 
State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM) and USAID’s Office of Food for Peace 
(USAID/FFP).   

 USAID plans to provide $10 million to support individuals affected by violence in Libya.  In addition, State/PRM has 
provided $2 million to the International Organization for Migration (IOM) for the evacuation and repatriation of third 
country nationals from Libya.   

 

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE                                                                  SOURCE
Dead  Unknown    
Injured     Unknown  
Number of Individuals Displaced to 
Egypt and Tunisia 
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FY 2011 USG ASSISTANCE FOR THE LIBYA COMPLEX EMERGENCY 
USAID/OFDA Assistance for the Libya Complex Emergency…………………………………………………………$54,706 
State/PRM Assistance for the Libya Complex Emergency ....... …………………………………………………….$2,000,000 
Total USG Assistance for the Libya Complex Emergency ........ …………………………………………………$2,054,706 
 
CONTEXT 
 In mid-February, following civilian demonstrations in Tunisia and Egypt, the people of Libya began protesting against 

the Muammar Gaddafi-led Libyan government.  As unrest rapidly spread throughout the country, Libyan security forces 
under the authority of Muammar Gaddafi began responding to protesting crowds with increasing violence.  

 Ongoing violence has resulted in large-scale population outflows, protection concerns, a shortage of medical supplies 
and food commodities, and global outcry from the international community regarding human rights violations.  In 
response to the violence, the international community has imposed sanctions on the Libyan regime.   

 
Population Movements  
 On March 1, UNHCR staff reported that between 70,000 and 75,000 people from Libya have arrived in Tunisia since 

February 20, including 14,000 people that crossed the border on February 28.  UNHCR reported that an additional 
10,000 to 15,000 people are expected to arrive in Tunisia on March 1.   

 According to Egyptian authorities, at least 69,000 people have arrived in Egypt since February 19—the majority of 
whom are Egyptians that have been transported to onward destinations.  Approximately 3,000 people remain in the 
arrival/departure area on the Egypt–Libya border awaiting onward transportation.    
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 On February 28, UNHCR erected 500 tents in Tunisia, sheltering between 3,000 and 4,000 people.  UNHCR plans to 
erect an additional 1,000 tents—sheltering a total of 12,000 people—by the evening of March 1.  Two additional planes 
carrying tents and supplies for approximately 10,000 people are scheduled to arrive in Tunisia on March 1.   

 UNHCR has provided support for a Government of Tunisia (GoT)-established transit site with the capacity to host 800 
people.  The GoT plans to open an additional site on March 1 with the capacity to host approximately 10,000 individuals.   

 IOM continues to assist with sea, air, and land transportation of migrant workers to their countries of origin.  On March 
1, approximately 1,450 Egyptians departed facilities at Ras Adjir in Tunisia for the sea port of Sfax, where the 
individuals will board an IOM-charted vessel destined for Alexandria, Egypt.  In addition, five IOM-chartered flights 
carrying 900 Egyptians are scheduled to depart from the island of Djerba, Tunisia, on March 1.   

 IOM is working with the Bangladeshi Ministry of Foreign Affairs to prepare for the arrival of approximately 2,000 
Bangladeshi migrants currently stranded in Libya.  In addition, an IOM-charted flight transported 216 Ghanaians from 
Egypt to Ghana on March 1.   

 IOM estimates that an additional one million migrant workers could remain stranded inside Libya.   
 
Health 
 The U.N. World Health Organization (WHO) and other international agencies currently have access to affected 

populations in Benghazi, Libya.  Preliminary information indicates that organizations are currently meeting humanitarian 
health needs; however, OCHA reported on February 28 that medical personnel in Benghazi are not equipped to respond 
to large-scale emergency situations.    

 Following a meeting between UNHCR and tribal leaders during the weekend of February 25, the Egyptian Red Crescent 
agreed to transport UNHCR medical supplies and food into eastern Libya.  The supplies are expected to arrive on March 
2, with additional supplies planned for transportation to eastern Libya in the next few days.   

 During the past 48 hours, WHO has transported two trucks of medical equipment, including surgical supplies, into Libya 
from Egypt.  The Government of Italy has donated 10 trauma kits to WHO—each with sufficient supplies to assist 1,000 
people for three months.  In addition, WHO has mobilized 100 surgical kits—each serving up to 100 patients for 10 
days—from Norway.  The kits are expected to arrive in Egypt in the coming days.   

 USAID/OFDA has consigned two WHO health kits to the International Medical Corps (IMC) for use in Libya.  Each kit 
provides basic medical supplies for 10,000 people for three months.  A USAID/OFDA health advisor is scheduled to 
arrive in the region on March 2 to support the USG health response effort.   

 
Emergency Food Assistance  
 U.N. World Food Program (WFP) Executive Director Josette Sheeran is currently in Tunisia and will travel to the 

Tunisia–Libya border on March 1 to meet with local authorities, aid organizations, and people who have left Libya as a 
result of the civil unrest.   

 WFP reports that the food situation in Libya is not currently critical, with shops open and food stocks available.  WFP 
also reported sufficient food stocks in Egypt to respond to initial food needs, and is investigating the local purchase of 
additional food commodities.   

 As the situation continues to evolve, WFP is preparing to assist an increasing number of individuals within Libya and 
neighboring countries, if needed.  USAID/FFP is closely monitoring the situation and is prepared to respond to 
emergency food assistance needs, if necessary.   

 
FY 2011 USG ASSISTANCE FOR THE COMPLEX EMERGENCY IN LIBYA 

Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 

IMC Emergency Relief Supplies Libya $17,548 

  Administrative Support   $37,158 
TOTAL USAID/OFDA  $54,706 

STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE 

IOM 
Evacuation and Repatriation of Third Country 
Nationals from Libya 

Libya $2,000,000 

TOTAL STATE/PRM $2,000,000 

TOTAL USG ASSISTANCE FOR THE COMPLEX EMERGENCY IN LIBYA IN FY 2011 $2,054,706 
1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of March 1, 2011.   
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PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 
 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that 

are conducting relief operations.  Information on identifying such organizations is available in the “How Can I Help” 
section of www.usaid.gov (keyword: Libya) or by calling the Center for International Disaster Information (CIDI) at 
703-276-1914.   

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 
affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, warehouse space, etc); 
can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; and 
ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 
o USAID:  www.usaid.gov (keyword: donations) 
o The Center for International Disaster Information:  www.cidi.org or (703) 276-1914 
o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USG bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance
 


