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Alert Status: No Alert Watch Warning Emergency 
 
Summary and Implications 
 
Rains have continued into November and December, causing flooding, damage to infrastructure and losses of standing 
and harvested crops.  Inadequate water supplies, sanitary facilities and dirty runoff water could increase the spread of 
cholera in northern Uganda’s Kitgum and Pader districts, where cases have already been reported.  World Food 
Programme (WFP) will provide food assistance to 500,000 people in Karamoja beginning in January 2007.  A follow up 
assessment in areas not covered by the November Karamoja assessment will enhance food security partner’s knowledge 
of conditions in the region, where over 40 percent of the population is at least moderately food insecure.  In general, 
maize supplies are stable, but prices remain very high for this time of year. 
 
Seasonal Timeline 
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Current Hazard Summary 
 
• Cholera has been reported in Kitgum and Pader districts, triggered by limited access to water sources and poor 

sanitation.  Ongoing rains and current wet conditions could lead to further spread as dirty water mixes with potential 
water sources. 

• Continued rains in many locations have increased the potential for property and crop losses and damage to 
infrastructure and may hamper access to food. 

 
Current Hazards 
 
Northern Uganda: Populations continue moving, cholera reported 
 
United Nations agencies and humanitarian and other non government organizations working in northern Uganda report no 
significant change in the conditions of internally displaced peoples’ (IDPs) in the last month.  Civil insecurity remains 
uncertain but largely calm as the cessation of hostilities agreement still holds, with only sporadic attacks and loss of life 
and property reported.  A few attacks by armed criminal gangs and Karimojong warriors are also reported.  Humanitarian 
conditions remain poor as many people are unable to access basic services and food.  Incidence of cholera, mainly due to 
low water supplies and poor sanitation, was reported in Kitgum and Pader districts. Humanitarian organizations and 
district officials are actively working to control the spread.  However, the risk of spread is high due to ongoing rains and 
dirty running water that may mix with usable water sources. 
 
The improvements in civil security conditions continue to allow the movement of populations’ and enhance access to 
productive resources.  IDPs’ access to farms to harvest crops has improved and they can also seek off farm income 
opportunities in urban locations.  The increased mobility enables many IDP households to augment their food supplies 

Normal to above normal rainfall continues to support perennial 
crops, pastures and replenishment of ground water for normal 
livestock access to fodder and water.  Rains impede harvesting 

and drying of annuals, mainly cereals. 
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Normal Sowing most crops
Weeding 

1st season harvests 
2nd season harvest into New Yea Dry; 1st season land prep; dry 

sowing finger millet, sorghum (E, N) Dry 
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2nd season cultivation, weeding  

Unimodal Season: Apr-Oct (Karamoja) 
Food aid to 500,000 starting January 2007.  Unseasonable rains support 
normal livestock access to pastures and water; presence of livestock at 

homesteads ensures vulnerable groups access to milk etc  
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with harvests from the fields.  UN agencies are helping communities in Gulu and Lira districts regain their productive 
capacity by working with district authorities to reopen roads and improve road access to facilitate IDP movement. Many 
roads in the region are largely impassable, and will remain so as long as the rains continue, limiting commercial, 
agricultural and humanitarian activities. 
 
Karamoja: Forty percent of households to receive food assistance, further assessment for January 2007 
 
Civil insecurity, partially spurred by the disarmament of Karimojong warriors, continues in the region.  At least 40 percent 
of the population lacks adequate, if any food stocks, and is at risk of rising food insecurity due to lower than normal crop 
harvests in the 2006 single season.  The World Food Program (WFP) plans to begin food aid distributions to an estimated 
500,000 people by January 2007.  A further assessment planned for January 2007 in areas not covered by the November 
assessment (due to civil insecurity) will provide FEWS NET, WFP and food security partners with a comprehensive 
picture of food security conditions in the region. 
 
Rains continue, hampering harvests and damaging infrastructure 
 Figure 1: Rainfall estimate, November 1 to 

December 10 2006 vs. long-term average The second season rains, which started in October – over one 
month later than normal – continued through most of November 
and early December across the country, although districts in 
western and southwestern Uganda reported patches of dry 
conditions during this period.  Unusually heavy rainfall in 
November and early December in some districts of eastern 
Uganda caused flooding and landslides and damage to crops, 
livestock, property and roads.  Some people have been displaced.  
Central areas of Uganda have also reported flooding and damage 
to property and roads.  At the peak of the rains, damage to roads 
and railway lines has disrupted communication links in some 
locations.  Since early December, many locations of Uganda have 
reported less rainfall, with increasingly dry conditions, although 
sporadic rains continue.  

 

 
The Meteosat imagery (Figure 1) provides a reasonable estimate 
of the amount and spatial distribution of rainfall during November 
and early December.  The images correlate well with ground 
station data and corroborate reports by the Department of 
Meteorology and agriculture officials of erratic rainfall in parts of 
western and southwestern Uganda and normal to above normal 
rains in other parts of the country. 
  
In its updated short range forecast, the Uganda Meteorology 
Department projects wet conditions to last until January 2007 
except in northern Uganda. 
 
Agriculture officers in the eastern districts of Bugiri, Kapchorwa, Kumi, Mbale, Pallisa, Soroti and Tororo report that the 
unusually heavy rainfall since November has led to flooding, and rivers have broken their banks in certain locations, 
inundating fields and causing crop losses.  Central districts also report flooding in lowland areas.  Nonetheless, district 
officials still report that household food security remains normal with no widespread or significantly adverse impact as yet. 

 

 
 

FEWS NET/Uganda, Dec.  
2006; Source: USGS/EDC 

 
Normally the period September to March of the following year marks the dry season in the northeastern Karamoja Region 
(Kaabong, Kotido, Moroto and Nakapiripirit districts) when little or no rain is received.  However, agriculture officials and 
NGOs report that the region has received unseasonable rainfall since October resulting in an early greening of vegetation 
and replenishment of ground water sources.  This has enabled adequate access to pastures and water for livestock, 
maintaining the presence of pastoralists and their livestock in the region with minimal migration to dry season grazing 
areas required.  The presence of livestock around homesteads has a positive impact on household food security, as the 
young and elderly have better access to milk and other livestock products. 
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Market prices 
 
Crop supplies to markets continue to be normal 
 
Supplies of cereals, pulses and other crops are normal in all major regional markets of Uganda, partly boosted by the 
second season.  However, wholesale prices for most food items remain at historic highs.  Continual rainfall hampers 
proper drying of the crops, and high moisture content increases the chance of post-harvest losses, making it difficult to 
store maize for long. 
 
In Kampala, maize from last season and the current season is available.  New maize is being sold at UShs 30,000 per 
100 kg, and the old maize at UShs 33,500 per 100 kg. These prices are about one and half to twice the normal and are 
sustained by continued strong domestic and regional demand.  Most of the maize is reportedly supplied by eastern 
Uganda, where the harvest started earlier, and a smaller amount comes from mid western Uganda, where the harvest is 
starting.  Traders report brisk trade of maize to Rwanda and Southern Sudan, where prices are high.  The average 
wholesale price for beans during November was UShs 68,500 per 100 kg bag. 
 
The supply of banana (matooke) is improving as rains ease up.  Heavy rains had made the roads to supply areas 
impassable, limiting access to the crop.  


