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The summer drought results in poor 
pasture and prevents animals from 
gaining fat reserves.4

The drought hinders the 
collection of adequate amounts 
of fodder.4 

The thick snow cover from heavy snowfalls and low 
temperatures impede livestock from grazing; animals 
die of cold, hunger and exhaustion.4

Weakened animals perish from starvation; 
pregnant livestock miscarries or dies. Animal 
carcasses are removed and buried. The snow 
melts and causes �ash �oods.4 

Pasture, grass and crops 
grow and livestock gain 
weight and fat reserves.5

Herdsmen stay at their winter camps during the most 
severe, the coldest and longest season.5

Snow melts, grass becomes green, livestock 
breed and gain weight.5

Crops and fodder are harvested; 
cattle barns, sheds and �rewood 
are prepared for the winter.5
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What is a dzud?
A natural phenomenon 
arising from summer drought 
followed by heavy snowfalls 
combined with extreme cold, 

resulting in insu�cient 
grazing pastures and massive 
loss of livestock.3

Adverse effects
Livestock represents about 
70% of nomadic herders’ 
total assets. The loss of 
animals has a devastating 
impact on the affected 
population4:
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Temperatures dropping to minus 50 degrees celsius had 
killed more than 8.5 million animals in Mongolia as of 
May 20101, jeopardising the livelihoods and food 

security of nomadic herders who comprise a third of 
the country’s population2.
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