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H1N1 Influenza (“Swine Flu”)

Israel is the only country to have reported an  x
incidence of H1N1 Influenza in the Middle East, North 
Africa and Central Asia region, with 4 confirmed 
cases and no deaths as of 5 May 2009. The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) advises no restriction on 
regular travel or closure of borders. It is considered 
prudent for people who are ill to delay international 
travel and for people developing symptoms following 
international travel to seek medical attention, in line 
with guidance from national authorities. There is also 
no risk of infection from this virus from consumption 
of well-cooked pork and pork products. Individuals 
are advised to wash hands thoroughly with soap and 
water on a regular basis and should seek medical 
attention if they develop any symptoms of influenza-
like illness.  Updates appear at www.who.int each 
day.

The International Federation of the Red Cross and  x
Red Crescent Societies has launched a Preliminary 
Emergency Appeal for pandemic influenza response 
and mitigation http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/09/
MDR00002EA.pdf. The MENA Zone Office of the 
International Federation has established a steering 
and a technical committee which is reinforcing and 
providing support to National Societies to develop 
and formulate their own response and preparedness 
capacities and information campaigns.

Regional

On 5 May an agreement was signed between the  x
United Nations Relief Works Agency (UNRWA) and 
Saudi Arabia for a US$25 million grant towards the 
reconstruction of the destroyed Nahr el-Bared camp 
in northern Lebanon. This is the largest contribution 
so far to the project (costed at US$328 million over 
three years), and one of the largest project donations 
ever received by UNRWA. The agreement was 
signed at UNRWA’s Amman Headquarters by the 
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Commissioner-General, Karen AbuZayd, and the 
Deputy Chairman and Managing Director of the Saudi 
Fund for Development, Engineer Youssef al-Bassam, 
and will enable UNRWA to complete funding required 
for “package two” of the reconstruction this year, and 
reassure the 30,000 displaced Palestinian refugees that 
the camp will be rebuilt. They have now been homeless 
for 20 months. 

DHL organized a training workshop for its regional  x
Earthquake Disaster Response Team on 2 April in 
Hatta, UAE. The event was attended by 45 DHL staff 
from the UAE, Bahrain and Oman and included a night-
time exercise. The event reinforced the close and 
strengthening relationship between DHL and OCHA 
in the region, and was the 4th collaborative training 
exercise since 2007.

The Humanitarian Forum (HF) held its Steering  x
Committee meeting in Istanbul from 20-22 April, in 
which 18 agencies (10 Muslim and 8 ‘Western’) and 
Humanitarian Forum representatives from Indonesia, 
Yemen and Kuwait, also participated. Members 
discussed the working modules and the future activities 
of HF. Partnerships represented one of the main 
themes of the discussion, with participants examining 
the role of the HF in the context of emergencies , and 
mechanisms to involve multiple (eastern and western) 
members. The members also agreed to form a working 
group to further develop the Humanitarian Standards 
module, a move to achieve greater coherence in 
their application and relevance to different contexts. 
At the national/local level, HF could improve the 
interaction between NGOs of various backgrounds, 
both national and international, and facilitate the 
transfer of knowledge and expertise to LNGOs as part 
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An Israeli doctor studies a sample taken from a traveller returning from Mexico City at the Ben 
Gurion airport near Tel Aviv on April 30, 2009. Israel on Saturday confirmed a third case of swine flu 
in a man who had returned from Mexico, and said that a mother and her eight-month-old baby 
suspected of having the disease had been hospitalised.. | Photo: AFP/File/Jack Guez
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of its capacity building module. It was agreed that 
an accountability workshop will be organized in 
collaboration with the Charity Commission in Yemen 
in early July.  Further details will be made available 
on www.humanitarianforum.org

UN OCHA held its third quarterly donors’ briefing,  x
hosted by the Kuwait Embassy in Abu Dhabi on 28 April 
2009. The meeting was attended by 15 representatives 
from countries including Australia, Norway, the 
USA, Pakistan, Canada, Oman, Kuwait, the UAE, 
Afghanistan, Japan, Singapore, Bahrain, India and 
Turkey, as well as by the UAE Resident Coordinator. 
It began with a brief overview of the recent regional 
humanitarian issues and the impact of the financial 
crisis on humanitarian funding, as well as a snapshot 
of current appeals. A representative from the UAE’s 
recently established Aid Coordination Office also 
briefed attendees on the Office’s development and 
the key challenges to their mission.

The Impact of the Financial Crisis on Arab States

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) has  x
issued a report on the impact of the financial crisis 
on Arab states. The report notes that, while most 
of the region’s financial markets have significantly 
declined as a result of the global financial crisis, so 
far the impact on the real economy has been relatively 
limited. This is due in large part to mass surplus 
liquidity from the oil boom witnessed in recent years 
(GCC countries), relative insulation (e.g. Syria and 
Yemen) and low market capitalisation (e.g. Jordan 
and Lebanon). However, the report also suggests that 
the crisis could hit the region more forcefully in the 
near future with shrinkage of real GDP growth, and 
that the livelihoods of growing numbers of vulnerable 
workers may come under further threat. Vulnerable 
workers include the region’s large cohorts of migrant 
workers, who account for more than 60 per cent of 
the national labour force in most GCC countries. In 
addition to concerns about the potential decline of 
remittances, job creation, tourism and Overseas 
Development Assistance, the report outlines a 
number of opportunities for regional investment and 
socio-economic reform. For the full report, please 
visit www.ilo.org. 

Food Security in the Middle East and North Africa

In an interview on 21 April, the Lead Rural  x
Development Sector of the World Bank Group gave 
some insights into the issue of food security in the 
MENA region. The interview highlights the danger of 

focusing on agriculture at the expense of an integrated 
rural development programme that enables people to 
secure good productive jobs in agriculture as well as 
in other sectors. While acknowledging that there is no 
single solution to food insecurity in all MENA countries, 
the interview also makes some recommendations in 
this regard, including the fact that reducing poverty in 
rural areas is central to this effort. For more details 
please visit http://go.worldbank.org/ZLT903CFG0

Yemen

Yemeni officials and media sources have reported that  x
at least eight people were killed and dozens injured in 
a series of clashes in the first week of May between 
security forces and anti-government protesters in the 
south.  The clashes broke out at the end of April after 
locals objected to new army outposts in the south and 
at an opposition rally to mark the 1994 civil war, and 
have prompted a rare call by the United States for 
an end to the violence and affirmation of American 
support for a unified Yemen. In recent weeks, a 
number of political figures have begun openly 
demanding independence for the formerly socialist 
south, which was autonomous until the two Yemens 
unified in 1990.  Residents of the south have since 
protested that they are marginalised, a complaint that 
has been fuelled by economic disparities. 

On 3 May, Yemen’s foreign minister met in Sana 
with a group of ambassadors from Arab states in 
an effort to secure their help in blocking support to 
the southern secessionist movement from abroad. 
Yemen is already facing an intermittent insurgency 
in the north and a reputed increase in attacks by Al 
Qaeda’s regional branch. Recently, an inter-agency 
assessment team was unable to gain full access to 
Saa’da and the surrounding areas in order to complete 
its assessment of humanitarian needs in the area.

Many mothers and children die in Afghanistan from malnutrition-related diseases, health 
experts say  | Photo: Masoud Popalzai/IRIN
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Meanwhile, Somali refugees continue to make the 
perilous journey across the Gulf of Aden into Yemen. On 
23 April, UNHCR reported that 35 people had drowned 
after one of two smugglers’ boats carrying more than 
220 passengers capsized off the coast of Yemen in one 
of the worst such incidents to have occurred in recent 
months. As of 23 April, 19,622 people had arrived in 
Yemen after making the voyage from the Horn of 
Africa. A total of 131 people have died and at least 
66 are presumed missing at sea. Those who make the 
crossing are fleeing desperate situations of civil war, 
political instability, poverty and famine in Somalia and 
the Horn of Africa. 

In order to strengthen Yemen’s in-country humanitarian  x
response capacity, on 27 April UN OCHA conducted 
a one-day coordination workshop in partnership 
with Humanitarian Forum Yemen and Oxfam. The 
workshop had approximately 20 participants, including 
representatives of the largest national NGOs, the 
Deputy Minister for Social Affairs, OCHA’s stand-by 
partner and DfID’s humanitarian advisor for the Middle 
East division. The Humanitarian Forum will take 
forward a number of next steps towards increasing 
the humanitarian community’s coordination capacity, 
including developing a Who, does What, Where 
database for humanitarian activities.

United Arab Emirates

On 19 April, the Deputy General Manager of the  x
Yemeni Economic Corporation (YEC) said that over a 
million public employees will benefit from the United 
Arab Emirates’ food aid. The UAE has committed to 
donating 500,000 tons of wheat to support Yemenis, 
and up to 216,000 retirees are receiving their food aid 
from food donated by the UAE. According to state-run 
news sources, the wheat distribution process began 
across the country late last March, and the third batch 
of wheat from the UAE will arrive in May. A recent 
assessment by the World Food Programme stated 
that families in remote villages in Yemen are regularly 
skipping meals while spending over two-thirds of their 
income on food due to high international prices, forcing 
some families to pull children out of school because 
they cannot afford to keep them there. The UAE has 
also donated one million tons of wheat to Egypt and 
500,000 tons of wheat to Syria.

Also on 19 April, Dubai Cares and the Bill & Melinda  x
Gates Foundation announced plans to collaborate 
on new projects to improve children’s health and 
education in the developing world. Bill Gates signed a 
co-operation pact with Reem al Hashemi, chairwoman 
of Dubai Cares, which is expected to see the Gates 
Foundation share its expertise to help Dubai Cares 

Somali girls at a beach near Bosasso awaiting a boat to take them to Yemen: Puntland 
authorities say hundreds of would-be migrants have gathered in the city to attempt the sea 
journey to Yemen  | Photo: K  Mckinsey/UNHCR

strengthen its impact on the ground. Dubai Cares was 
launched by Sheikh Mohammed during Ramadan in 
2007 to help the UN reach a target of providing primary 
schooling to every child by 2015. So far it has raised 
more than US$1 billion towards that goal, and developed 
partnerships with several international organisations, 
including Save the Children and UNICEF.

The annual Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and  x
Development Conference and Exhibition took place 
from 7-9 April. There were several high-profile speakers, 
including UAE Minister of State H.E. Reem El Hashemi, 
H.E. Ibrahim Bumelha, Cultural and Humanitarian 
Advisor of HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, H.E. Bekele Geleta, Secretary General of 
the IFRC, Clarence Seedorf, Humanitarian and football 
player, Ambassador Bakhit of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference, Dr. Robert Glasser, Secretary 
General of Care International, and Ms. Margareta 
Wahlstrum, United Nations Assistant Secretary-
General for Disaster Risk Reduction. The conference 
was preceded by a one-day, interactive workshop, “An 
Introduction to the International Humanitarian System”. 
The workshop was attended by about 45 representatives 
of NGOs, international organizations and companies in 
the region.

Iran

OCHA Tehran, in cooperation with the Association  x
of the Future Cineastes held the first International 
Humanitarian Film Festival (ASA) from 27-30 April. 
The opening ceremony, held at the Iranian Center for 
International Conferences, was attended by the UN 
Resident Coordinator, the Head of OCHA Iran, Head 
of ICRC in Iran as well as distinguished actors and 
actresses and professors and experts in the field of 
Human/ Humanitarian law.  The Festival aired short films 
and documentaries from around the world related to 
humanitarian issues. The ASA Film Festival ran parallel 
to the “Pictorial Arts Humanitarian Festival” (Color of 
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Kindness), held in cooperation with the Fam Gallery 
at the Iranian Center for International Conferences 
(ICIC). For additional information, please visit: www.
asafest.com

During the week of 7 to 14 April, nominated as the  x
“Week of Health”, the Iranian Red Crescent Society 
(IRCS) mobilized its teams and resources for the 
5th day, “Social and Psychological Health during 
Emergencies”, during which the IRCS introduced its 
psychological support program (PSP). On the last 
day, “Health Services and Facilities during Disasters”, 
the IRCS announced the upcoming programmes and 
projects of its Treatment and Rehabilitation Division 
including health services rendered during emergencies 
(reproductive health, nutrition, etc.)

Kazakhstan

During a Consultative Meeting on 15-16 April  x
in Almaty, Kazakhstan, Deputy Ministers of the 
emergency authorities of Republic of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyz Republic and Republic of Tajikistan agreed 
to establish a Central Asian Disaster Response and 
Risk Reduction Centre. The meeting was hosted by 
the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Kazakhstan 
and the UN OCHA, Office of the Regional Disaster 
Response Adviser (RDRA) for Central Asia, and 
identified the next steps towards establishing a 
regional centre, its goals, objectives and priorities, as 
well as opportunities to improve regional cooperation 
in disaster response and risk reduction.

NATO, in cooperation with the Ministry of Emergencies  x
of Kazakhstan will be conducting a field simulation 
exercise “Zhetysu 2009”, from 5 to 11 September 2009. 
The exercise will be based on an earthquake scenario 
with subsequent chemical spills, compounded by 
complex hazards affecting critical infrastructures. 
A planning exercise for this event was held from 21 
to 23 April, during which the scenario was further 
developed and participating teams agreed upon roles 
and responsibilities. The exercise will be conducted 

in-line with the INSARAG (International Search and 
rescue) methodology. OCHA Almaty will participate 
in the exercise as part of the United Nations Disaster 
Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) Team in the 
On-Site Operations Coordination Centre (OSOCC).

Kyrgyzstan

The RDRA office participated at the Workshop for  x
Northern Rapid Emergency Assessment Coordination 
Team (REACT) on the strengthening of the disaster 
preparedness and response team and held a 
presentation on International Response System and 
Information Management tools and services. The 
workshop aimed to strengthen capacity of the REACT 
members in the north in terms of their preparedness 
and response by conducting rapid needs assessments 
in the disaster affected areas.

        Useful Links
www.reliefweb.org
www.humaniatarianappeal.net
www.ochaopt.org
www.ochairaq.org
www.irinnews.org
http://cerf.un.org 
www.unhcr.org
www.wfp.org

Upcoming Events

3-7 May: Training of Trainers workshop in  
disaster management, Cairo, Egypt 

6 May: “Humanitarian Training for REACT, Osh, 
Kyrgyzstan

9 May: WHO/UNOP Philanthropy Forum, Doha - 
Qatar

17-18 May: Launch of 2009 Global Assessment 
Report on Disaster Risk Reduction (GAR/DRR), 
Bahrain

19-21 May: Regional Workshop for the 
Promotion of the Regional Implementation of  the 
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

31 May - 2 June: Disaster Management & Crisis 
Response Middle East 2009 Event, Abu Dhabi, 
UAE

01-03 June: Humanitarian Action Training 
workshop, Cairo, Egypt

TBC: International Humanitarian System: 
Familiarisation workshop - Held in partnership 
between the Dubai Department for Islamic and 
Charitable Affairs, UN OCHA and Life for Relief 
and Development, Dubai, UAE

For more information, please contact:
Nadia Evans, OCHA Dubai, 00971 50 2279808,
evans2@un.org


