
 

 

CAR: Clashes reported in Markounda (North-west) 
between local population and shepherds; 18 
people have been killed and several others in-
jured. Troops of National army have been sent to 
establish the order. Three confirmed cases of 
Yellow Fever without deaths reported in the 
capital city of Bangui*. 

Chad: Insecurity continues in the East character-
ized by armed robberies and attacks on civilians 
and humanitarian workers. Measles outbreak: In 
week 6, a total of 25 new cases were reported in 
the east and south of the country. From week 1 
to 6 in 2010, a cumulative of 65 cases with 2 
deaths (CFR: 3%) have been reported of which 31 
were in the health district of Iriba. Acute Icteric 
syndrome: 13 new cases were again reported in 
week 6 making a cumulative number of 68 cases 
with one death from week 1 to 6 in 2010 re-
ported in the east and south of the country. 
Suspected meningitis: Five new cases have been 
reported in week 6 from the districts of Abeche 
and Dogdore from which cerebrospinal fluid 
samples confirmed Neisseria Meningitis W135 and 
Hemophilus Influenzae*.  

Côte d’Ivoire: The political and social situation 
remains very tense in the country. A government 
has been formed and is awaiting the participa-
tion of the opposition parties. Demonstrations 
with violence are still being reported. 

DRC: Insecurity: In the Orientale province, about 
20 people from the local community of Duru 
armed with machetes attacked a joint patrol of 
MONUC and FARDC (National Army) on the 6th of 
February 2010, no injury reported. In the same 
province the FARDC attacked a camp of LRA 
rebels at Duru and Uele junction on the 10th of 
February 2010; six abducted children were freed 
and handled over to the UNHCR. In North Kivu, 
armed groups are increasing their activities in-
cluding attacks against FARDC positions, looting 
and abduction of civilians. In South Kivu, reports 
indicated that during the past week, harassments 
by the FDLR (Forces démocratiques de Libération 
du Rwanda) continued. On the 13th of February 
2010, military observers of MONUC reported the 
massacre of seven women by the FDLR rebels in 
Kisembe. Cholera outbreaks: In South Kivu, 143 
new cases were reported in week 6 making a 
cumulative total of 1,477 cases with 6 deaths 
(CFR: 0.4%) from week 1 to 6. In Katanga, 47 
new cases without deaths were reported in week 
6 making a cumulative total of 422 cases with 12 

deaths (CFR: 2.8%) from week 1 to 6*. WHO 
and others humanitarian partners (AMI, Ox-
fam, MDM, UNICEF) are supporting the con-
trol of the epidemics in both provinces. 

Ethiopia: Food security and malnutrition: 
According to WFP report, food insecurity 
continues to be reported in low land areas of 
eastern Oromia, parts of eastern and north-
ern Amhara, eastern and southern Tigray, as 
well as many parts of Somali and Gambella 
regions. Various reports indicate that the 
situation is more serious in the north and 
eastern parts of Amhara, where the nutri-
tional situation of mothers and children is 
rapidly deteriorating. Acute watery Diar-
rhoea (AWD): Cases continue to be reported. 
In Oromia region, six districts reported 99 
AWD cases with one death while one district 
reported 11 cases in Somali region*.  

Kenya: The political situation remained tense 
following the row between the President and 
the Prime Minister over the suspension of two 
Cabinet Ministers for corruption charges. 
Drought: There are early warning signs of an 
impending prolonged drought in the north 
eastern province. The pasture and water 
pans have started drying up. There is migra-
tion of livestock from upper eastern areas to 
north eastern in search of pasture and water 
and this may become a source of conflict. 
Cholera outbreak: The outbreak continues to 
spread across the country. Since January 
2010,  it has cumulatively affected 15 Dis-
tricts nationwide with a total of 550 cases, 
15 deaths and a CFR of 2.7%*.  

Niger: Security and Political Situation: The 
military took over the power after a coup on 
February 18, 2010. The situation in the coun-
try is calm. Malnutrition: (No update re-
ceived). Meningitis: The update of the data 
shows that 65 new cases with 5 deaths have 
been reported in week 6, making a cumula-
tive total of 262 cases with 19 deaths (CFR: 
7.3%) from week 1 to 6 in 2010*. 

Togo: Meningitis outbreak has been reported in 
the eastern district of Mono where 142 cases 
with 36 deaths (CFR: 25.4%) have been re-
corded*. We are still closely monitoring the 
socio-political situation as we approach the 
presidential election planned to take place 
on the 28th of February 2010.  

The major concerns in the socio-political scene this week are the military coup in Niger, the 
continued deteriorating political and social situation in Côte d’Ivoire and the protracted crises in 
the eastern DRC. In addition, the usual events including several disease outbreaks are ongoing. 
Member states are receiving support from WHO for response mainly through the Health Clusters. 
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General Context 

Acute crises 

Cote d’Ivoire: demonstrators contained by the 
Security Forces, Toumodi                           
(Photo AFP) 

Previous Week 

Completeness
%

1. Algeria 7 1 14
2. Burundi 7 2 29

3. CAR 7 4 57
4. Chad 7 7 100
5. Congo 7 1 14

6. DRC 7 5 71
7. Ethiopia 7 7 100
8. Guinea 7 5 71
9. Kenya 7 4 57

10. Liberia 7 4 57
11. Madagascar 7 1 14

12. Mozambique 7 7 100

13. Niger 7 4 57
15. Uganda 7 3 43
15. Zimbabwe 7 7 100
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Countries Under Surveillance  
Benin: Outbreak of cholera: (No update received) 

since the 15th of January 2010 a total of 133 
cases with 2 deaths (1.5%) have been reported in 
the villages of Bonou, Adjohoun, Dangbo and 
Aguegues*. WHO has provided the Ministry of 
Health with some cholera emergency kits (Drugs 
and tools) for the response. 

Madagascar: The outbreak of Chikungunya in Manan-
jary, South-east coast, continues. As of 22nd of 
February 2010, a total of 1,454 cases without 
deaths have been reported*. Alert on cyclone: We 
continue to monitor. 

Mozambique: Cholera Outbreak continues; the 
updated figures gives a total 1,229 cases with 30 
deaths (CFR: 2.4%) from January to 13th February 
2010 in the provinces of Cabo Delgado, Niassa, 
Zambezia and Sofala. Typhoid Fever Outbreak  

 in Neno and Tsangano districts: As of 14th 
February 2010 a cumulative total of 441 
cases with 43 deaths (CFR: 9.7%) reported 
since the onset of the disease*.  

Zambia: Cholera outbreak since week 43 of 
2009 has affected four provinces in the 
country with 559 cases and 13 deaths (CFR: 
2.3%) as of 21st February 2010*.  WHO is 
providing a technical support to investigate, 
compile data and coordinate the response. 

Zimbabwe: Cholera Outbreak, 77 cumulative 
cases and 1 death (CFR: 1.3%) were reported 
as of 24 February 2010; 7 out of the 62 dis-
tricts in the country are affected compared 
to 54 districts last year at the same time 
with a crude case fatality rate of 4.8%*.   

For more information please contact: Dr Kalula Kalambay, Programme Manager a.i, EHA/AFRO email: kalambayk@afro.who.int  
Sources: *WHO (HAC/EHA country FP, WHO/AFRO), ** International Humanitarian press and other partners 


