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If a link in the NCCI newsletter is not 
working anymore, it might be because the 
source of the document remove the article 
from the open access website. Generally 

you can find it clicking here 

Humanitarian Space within a “Disintegrated” Multilateralism 
 
Within the International Community working for Iraq, the question of neutrality and 
impartiality raise concerns, in addition to those of operational difficulties and high level of 
insecurity that all humanitarian agencies face in Iraq. Unfortunately, uniting all these 
difficulties hampers responses and many of the actors turn around without finding 
creative solutions and ways to start responding to the humanitarian crisis. 
 
The ‘Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and 
NGOs in Disaster Relief1’ addresses this type of situation. It spells out standards to which 
disaster-response NGOs should aspire, reiterated how these standards conform with 
international humanitarian law and then, in three annexes, elaborates on the 
responsibilities of host governments, donor governments and international organisations. 
The foundation of the ‘Code of Conduct’ is the recognition that the humanitarian 
imperative comes first and that the delivery of humanitarian aid to those in need, 
regardless of any other consideration, is not a partisan or political act and should not be 
seen as such. It denies the legitimacy of using aid to further political or religious 
standpoints or as the instrument of government foreign policy. It pledges accountability 
to both donors and recipients and endeavours to respect local customs, build on local 
capacities, and strive to reduce future vulnerabilities in the delivery of aid. 
 
So where is the problem situated?  
 
Lack of security is part of the response. Another piece of the answer is the mandate of the 
UN System in Iraq. It is defined by UN Security Council Resolution 1546 adopted by the 
Security Council at its 4987th meeting on June 8th, 20042.  
At the time of its inception, 3 years ago, the resolution defines the UN mission in Iraq as 
an Integrated Mission. An Integrated Mission is “an instrument with which the UN seeks 
to help countries in the transition from war to lasting peace, or to address a similarly 
complex situation that requires a system-wide UN response, through subsuming actors 
and approaches within an overall political-strategic crisis management framework.”3 
The major problem is that 3 years on, the context has changed and the resolution is not 
adapted to current realities and conditions anymore. 
 
In May 2005, an independent study for the expanded Executive Committee on 
Humanitarian Affairs (ECHA) core group reported on the “Integrated Mission”4 and 
reviewed the theory in practice. 
The report found “At least three dilemmas are raised in relation to integration: The 
humanitarian dilemma reflects a tension between the partiality involved in supporting a 
political transition process and the impartiality needed to protect humanitarian space. 
The human rights dilemma relates to the tension that arises when the UN feels compelled 
to promote peace by working with those who may have unsatisfactory human rights 

                                                 
1 http://www.icrc.org/Web/Eng/siteeng0.nsf/html/57JMNB?OpenDocument  
2 http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=s/res/1546(2004)  
3 According to the study detailed below 
4 http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/SODA-
6CK7SK/$FILE/Report%20on%20Integrated%20Missions%20May%202005%20Final.pdf?OpenElement  

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1796
http://www.icrc.org/Web/Eng/siteeng0.nsf/html/57JMNB?OpenDocument
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=s/res/1546(2004)
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/SODA-6CK7SK/$FILE/Report on Integrated Missions May 2005 Final.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/SODA-6CK7SK/$FILE/Report on Integrated Missions May 2005 Final.pdf?OpenElement
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records, while still retaining the role of an “outside critic” of the same process. The local 
ownership dilemma relates to the need to root peace processes in the host country’s society 
and political structures without reinforcing the very structures that led to conflict in the first 
place.” 
 
After defining these 3 dilemmas, the report states: “Transition and development programmes 
need to be incorporated into the long-term strategic policies and operational objectives of 
integrated missions. The objectives of the humanitarian community are somewhat different. 
When it comes to humanitarian principles, space and action, the Secretary-General has 
stressed that, in order to save unnecessary pain and suffering, it is essential to ensure a 
conducive humanitarian operating environment, including safe and unimpeded access to 
vulnerable populations. In that regard, the principles of neutrality, impartiality and 
humanity are seen as practical tools for providing access and protection for humanitarian 
workers. These principles in the first instance limit the extent to which humanitarian actors 
can integrate into the more “political” activities of peacebuilding missions. The tension that 
has arisen between mission integration and humanitarian principles is intensified by: (i) the 
ambiguous nature of humanitarianism; (ii) competing agendas within missions; (iii) 
contending peacekeeping perspectives; (iv) definitions of humanitarian space (v) ill-defined 
roles of senior mission management; and (v) assumptions about UN structures. Each of 
these issues carries implications for mission design and structure.” 
 
No doubt that most of the recommendations of the report have been taken into consideration 
when it was time to design new Integrated Missions, especially the need for the humanitarian 
component of the mission to be separate and distinct from the overall structure in order to 
place emphasis on its neutrality and independence.  
The situation in Iraq has drastically changed since 2004. Today the motto “humanitarian 
imperative comes first” should be at the forefront of everyone's mind at every second. Iraqis 
are suffering. Iraqis need help. Affected by more than 20 years of conflict and sanctions, they 
deserve humanitarian support from the International Community. NGOs and Iraqi aid 
workers also need more support to increase and improve their responses.  
 
As recognised by the UN Secretary General 5 months ago, there is a humanitarian crisis in 
Iraq. Yet “Integrated Missions” are not designed to respond to the humanitarian crises. 
Humanitarian actors do not need Security Council Resolutions to save lives. But they cannot 
save lives if they are handcuffed by political affairs and political transition process support, 
which are, by definition not neutral, nor impartial. 
Today, humanitarian actors need to be able to highlight their independence, to advocate for 
the rights of the affected people. It is time to give to the Humanitarian Country Team the 
space to respond to the crisis.  
 
Obviously, humanitarian actors cannot respond to the entire Iraqi quagmire. They do not 
have the capacity to answer all the needs. So, humanitarian actors need to all work together, 
and with other stakeholders.  
But limits have to be well-defined. While humanitarian actors will not seek to make profit in 
competition with private companies, while they will not compete with military and armed 
forces for security purposes, they in return expect the same respect for their space and 
operational modalities. The Military and the militias, private sector or people and groups 
involved in the conflicts have no right to be in the humanitarian space, no matter what their 
agendas are. 
 
Humanitarian organisations have a great added-value for the vulnerable: they don’t have any 
other agenda than saving lives and they don’t look to recruit or use their beneficiaries for 
another agenda. It’s our specifics. It should be respected and, in a highly politicised context 
such as Iraq, it can only be done by dissociating humanitarian actions from political 
mandates. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
            SSaallaaaamm,,
  NNCCCCII  TTeeaamm
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____________________________________ 
Humanitarian Updates 
From NCCI, NGOs’ reports from the field and UN agencies 
 
 

Advocacy 
 

- War and Occupation in Iraq 
 Source: Global Policy Forum
 Document: Report  
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
This report considers many aspects of the conflict, with special emphasis on the US Coalition’s responsibilities 
under international law. It also considers political and economic issues in Iraq and argues for urgent change, 
including a speedy withdrawal of Coalition forces. The report does not examine in detail the insurgency, or the 
criminal gangs and militias which are so often in the news. These forces, which have diverse motivations, often 
engage in violent tactics and some are responsible for large numbers of deaths and injuries among innocent 
Iraqi civilians. The increasing bloodshed and sectarian division among Iraqis is abhorrent.  
 

- Campaign against Torture – In Arabic 
 Source: Justice Network for Prisoners  
 Document: Posters  
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
At the occasion of the International Day against torture, JNP Iraq launch a campaign against torture in Iraq 
 
- Execution of Captive Soldiers Violates the Laws of War 
 Source: Human Rights Watch
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 8, 2007 
 Access: Open 
An insurgent group named the Islamic State of Iraq announced on Monday that it had executed two US soldiers 
who went missing last month. If confirmed, this act would constitute a serious violation of international 
humanitarian law and those responsible would be guilty of war crimes, Human Rights Watch said today.   

 
- Incendiary Weapons Are No 'Allegation' 
 Source: Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Reviewing the London-based anti-Iraq War play Fallujah, New York Times reporter Jane Perlez wrote (5/29/07), 
"The denunciations of the United States are severe, particularly in the scenes that deal with the use of napalm in 
Fallujah, an allegation made by left-wing critics of the war but never substantiated." Unfortunately for the Times, 
which does make a pretense of objectivity, the U.S. government did use the modern equivalent of napalm in 
Iraq. In a 2003 interview in the San Diego Union-Tribune (8/5/03), Marine Col. James Alles described the use of 
Mark 77 firebombs on targets in Iraq, saying, "We napalmed both those approaches." 
 
 

Operational and Neutral Space 
 
- Dilemma for UN in Expanding Iraq Presence? 
 Source: Iraq Slogger
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, in a newly released report, has indicated that he would accept a 
larger role for the UN in Iraq, pending solutions to security problems. The issues preventing the UN from 
assuming a larger role in Iraq, the report suggests, are related to the security situation itself, and to the question 
of funding the construction of “hardened” infrastructure that would allow UN staff to operate in the poor security 
situation. However, some observers warn that an increased UN presence could tie the organization closely to 
the US military presence in Iraq, if clear political distinctions between the UN and the Pentagon are not drawn.  

http://www.globalpolicy.org/security/issues/iraq/occupation/report/index.htm
http://www.globalpolicy.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1809
http://www.jnpiraq.net/
http://www.hrw.org/english/docs/2007/06/08/iraq16120.htm
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.fair.org/index.php?page=3114
http://www.fair.org/index.php
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/29/theater/29fallu.html?ex=1338091200&en=f64ada43d3d5961a&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/military/20030805-9999_1n5bomb.html
http://www.iraqslogger.com/index.php/post/3172/Dilemma_for_UN_in_Expanding_Iraq_Presence
http://www.iraqslogger.com/
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- Is U.S. Eyeing U.N. as Dumping Ground for Iraq? 
 Source: IPS
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan famously said that the U.S. war on Iraq was "illegal" because it was 
not sanctioned by the Security Council. But the current secretary-general, usually tight-lipped on sensitive 
political issues, has not expressed similar views on the ongoing conflict. Norman Solomon, executive director of 
the Institute for Public Accuracy, said it is logical that Bush would now be interested in the United Nations 
helping out with Iraq. "While turning Iraq into a land of carnage, the U.S. government has also done enormous 
damage to the United Nations by violating the U.N. Charter with the invasion, and then bringing the Security 
Council to heel as an endorser of the occupation,".  
 
 

Humanitarian Needs and Assistance 
 
- Water Crisis Hits Baghdad 
 Source: IWPR
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 8, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Some resort to digging wells as the capital's taps run dry. For three weeks in a row, the city has suffered severe 
power shortages, now up to 23 hours a day, causing a water crisis in many areas. Without power, fuel and 
water, Sa'ad is afraid the swiftly approaching summer will be unbearable. "In addition to the continuous 
bombings and killings, the hot summer this year will complete the tragedy we live in," he said. 
 
 

NGOs, International Organisations and UN Agencies’ communication 
 

- Activities Report 
 Source: Iraqi NGO 
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Report of the NGO activities for the last 3 months. 
 
- Operations Plan Template for humanitarian action in Iraq - Draft 
 Source: OCHA
 Document: Draft Structure 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The operational plan aims to be a cohesive and inclusive instrument containing specific components of priority, 
needs-based, life-saving humanitarian interventions. It will also serve to secure funding for humanitarian 
assistance and request adequate support for well-planned, targeted and prioritised humanitarian activities. To 
this effect, OCHA looks forward to inclusive participation and collaborative support to this joint process. 
 
- UNCT Advocacy and Communication Strategy - Draft 
 Source: OCHA
 Document: Draft Strategy 
 Date: May 30, 2007 
 Access: Members 
One key recommendation of the Strategic Framework was the development of a targeted humanitarian 
advocacy strategy with the objectives of (1) ensuring more effective and principled advocacy in support of the 
rights of the civilian population, especially the most vulnerable; (2) promotion of adherence to humanitarian 
principles, including international humanitarian and human rights law; (3) unimpeded access to populations in 
need; (4) ensuring better preparedness, and; (5) a coordinated, effective and adequately resourced response. In 
support of the operationalization of the Strategic Framework, this strategy outlines a conceptual and strategic 
framework for advocacy and communications aimed at influencing policies and practices of key actors both 
inside and outside of Iraq and creating a better understanding of key humanitarian priorities, as well as greater 
understanding of the core tenants of humanitarianism 

 
 

http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=38085
http://ipsnews.net/
http://iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=f&o=336225&apc_state=henpicr
http://iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=p&o=-&apc_state=henh
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1799
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1807
http://www.ochaonline.un.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1808
http://www.ochaonline.un.org/
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- Ban Ki-Moon Notes New level of International Solidarity on Iraq Crisis 
 Source: UN
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Several recent initiatives have displayed a new level of solidarity in tackling the impact of the crisis in Iraq, where 
the situation remains "precarious" amid continuing attacks on people, structures and the country's political 
institutions, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says in a new report released today. 

 Report of the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraph 30 of resolution 
1546 (2004) - The report provides an update on United Nations activities in Iraq 
since the last report (S/2007/126), of 7 March 2007. 

 
 

- SRSG Qazi speaks at UN Security Council 
 Source: UN
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
With Iraq facing today an exceptionally complex series of overlapping sectarian, political and ethnic conflicts that 
were beyond the capacity of any one actor or policy to resolve, the international community could not allow itself 
to become a spectator to the unfolding crisis in Iraq, if only because of the unconscionable human cost involved, 
the United Nations senior envoy to Iraq told the Security Council this afternoon.  Describing the deepening 
sense of insecurity and pessimism among many Iraqis, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, the Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative for Iraq said the international community not only had a vital security stake in the stability of Iraq, 
it also had an inescapable moral obligation to encourage and enable Iraq’s Government in building inclusive and 
cumulative processes that could bring about stability.  

 
 

- IASC Regional Humanitarian Reform Workshop 
 Source: OCHA
 Document: Presentations 
 Date: June 11-12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Power Points presented during the various sessions of the regional workshop held this week in Amman on the 
Humanitarian Reform. This workshop had the aim to focus on the central elements of humanitarian reform and 
their implications for the Middle East, North, Africa, Iran, and Afghanistan. The regional workshop aimed to offer 
regional and country-based IASC/UNCT partners and other humanitarian actors within the region an opportunity 
to share experiences, exchange lessons learned, and build regional partnerships - a key element in 
strengthening humanitarian response. 

 More documentation on the Workshop 
 More on the Humanitarian Reform 

 
 

Health & Mental Health  
 
 
- Early cholera season adds to Iraq's woes 
 Source: Los Angeles Times

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Iraq has reported five cases of cholera among children in the last three weeks, a worrying sign as summer sets 
in and the war leaves sewage and sanitation systems a shambles. All of the cases were among children 
younger than 12 in the southern city of Najaf and were reported by medical officials on alert for signs of the 
potentially lethal ailment, Claire Hajaj of the United Nations Children's Fund, or UNICEF, said Tuesday. 
Although the number of cases so far is low, and none has been fatal, the emergence of cholera this early in the 
year is ominous, Hajaj said. Cholera outbreaks usually don't arise until July, when temperatures can soar above 
120 degrees. 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=22855&Cr=iraq&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=s/2007/330
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1806
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1806
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/sc9041.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1805
http://ocha.unog.ch/
http://ocha.unog.ch/humanitarianreform/default.aspx?tabid=287
http://ocha.unog.ch/humanitarianreform/default.aspx?tabid=197
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-cholera13jun13,0,731633,full.story?coll=la-tot-world
http://www.latimes.com/
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- Expired food products causing sickness 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Health officials are concerned by the increasing number of expired foods and medicines. "Doctors have raised 
serious concerns about the increasing number of people who get food-poisoning as a result of consuming such 
products," said Mustafa Muhammad, a senior official in the Ministry of Health. 

 
 

- WHO Iraq Newsletter # 23 
 Source: WHO
 Document: Newsletter  
 Date: June 10, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Review of activities of WHO Iraq office for the period 1-25 May 2007. 
 
 

IDPs  
 

 
- Post-February 2006 IDPs Needs Assessment – Missan Governorate 
 Source: IOM
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Missan shares the longest border with Iran of any Iraqi governorate; it is located in the lower south of Iraq and is 
considered one of the poorest governorates.The Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) estimates that 
almost 4,820 families, or an estimated 28,920 individuals, have been displaced in Missan since February 2006. 
IOM’s assessments cover 3,263 families6; average family size is six persons, yielding an estimated total of 
19,578 individuals assessed.  
 
 
- Post-February 2006 IDPs Needs Assessment – Kirkuk Governorate 
 Source: IOM
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The oil-rich governorate of Kirkuk is located in the northeast of Iraq. Kirkuk’s strategic importance is drawn from 
the fact that despite Kurdish claims to it, it is outside the 'Kurdistan Autonomous Region' delineated in 1975. In 
1972, the former regime changed the historic name of the governorate from “Kirkuk” to “Al-Tameem”, meaning 
“Nationalization”. The name “Kirkuk” is now most frequently used in Iraq and by the international community. 
The Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) estimates that 2,143 families, or an estimated 12,858 
individuals, have been displaced in Kirkuk since February 2006. IOM’s assessments cover 2,166 families6; 
average family size is six persons, yielding an estimated total of 12,996 individuals assessed. 
 
 
- Post-February 2006 IDPs Needs Assessment – Muthanna Governorate 
 Source: IOM
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) estimates that almost 2,360 families, or an estimated 
14,160 individuals, have been displaced in Muthanna since February 20065. Muthanna is the largest of Iraq’s 
four southern governorates. Its lack of infrastructure and urban settings, low population, and weak economy 
make it a less popular destination for IDPs compared to the other southern governorates. It is considered one of 
the poorest of Iraq’s governorates, and it is one of the furthest away from the central and northern governorates, 
from where most IDPs are being displaced. However, many IDPs find Muthanna a welcoming option due to 
tribal/familial links. IOM’s assessments cover 2,144 families6; average family size is six persons, yielding an 
estimated total of 12,864 individuals assessed. 

 
 

 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72658
http://www.irinnews.org/ME-Country.aspx?Country=IQ
http://www.emro.who.int/iraq/pdf/newsletter_may07.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/iraq/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1802
http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1801
http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1803
http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html
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- Post-February 2006 IDPs Needs Assessment – Basrah Governorate 
 Source: IOM
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Basrah City (the capital of the governorate) is the key socio-economic and administrative center of southern 
Iraq. Located on the Shatt al-Arab waterway, it is Iraq’s main seaport and the country’s second largest city. The 
Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) estimates that almost 4,300 families, or an estimated 25,800 
individuals, have been displaced in Basrah since February 2006. IOM’s assessments cover 2,662 families6; 
average family size is six persons, yielding an estimated total of 15,972 individuals assessed. 
 
- Iraq's displacement crisis continues to worsen, UNHCR says 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 10, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Limited access to social services and a general lack of resources has led to a growing number of impoverished 
shanty towns. "Individual governorates inside Iraq are becoming overwhelmed by the needs of the displaced. At 
least 10 out of the 18 governorates have closed their borders or are restricting access to new arrivals," UNHCR 
spokeswoman Jennifer Pagonis said in the statement. "UNHCR is receiving disturbing reports of regional 
authorities refusing to register new arrivals, including single women, and denying access to government 
services. Many displaced have been evicted from public buildings," Pagonis added. 
 
 

Refugees  
 
 
- State of Despair (Iraqi Refugees) 
 Source: SBS Australia on You Tube  
 Document: Video Reportage 
 Date: May 9, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Iraqi Refugees in Jordan talk about their lives and the reasons they fled their country. 
 
 
- Iraqi Refugees in the Syrian Arab Republic: A Field-Based Snapshot 
 Source: Brookings Institution
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
"The prevailing violence and lawlessness in Iraq drives tens of thousands of families from their home every 
month. Syria, because of its open border and the public services the state provides, has become a haven for 
many fleeing Iraqis," says Elizabeth Ferris, senior fellow at the Brookings Institution and co-director of the 
Brookings-Bern Project on Internal Displacement. "The make-up of the Iraqi refugee community in Syria-
comprised of all major sectarian affiliations, occupations, economic backgrounds and home governorates-
reflects the breadth of the violence in Iraq. The refugees' current situation in Syria is stable but precarious. While 
many are running out of funds, perhaps more importantly, most see no possibility in returning to Iraq in the near 
term." 

 The Full Report 
 
 
- Syria facing Iraqi refugee crisis 
 Source: The Independent
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 10, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A major and growing refugee crisis is developing in Syria. More than 1.4 million Iraqis have fled there since the 
2003 invasion, with about 30,000 more arriving every month. The influx is putting a massive strain on Syrian 
society, triggering inflation and overburdening social services. Relief agencies are struggling to handle the crisis. 
With only a quarter of the £30m allocated for Iraqi refugees by the United Nations used in Syria, UN relief 
agencies are now appealing for further funds and assistance. 

 
 

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1800
http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72650
http://www.irinnews.org/ME-Country.aspx?Country=IQ
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=State+of+Despair+SBS+Australia&search=Search
http://www.sbs.com.au/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.brookings.edu/fp/projects/idp/200706iraq.htm
http://www.brookings.edu/
http://www3.brookings.edu/fp/projects/idp/200706iraq.pdf
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2640437.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/
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- UN warns of five million Iraqi refugees 
 Source: The Independent
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 10, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Across Iraq, millions of people are looking for safer places to live, and not finding them. The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) reported last week that 4.2 million Iraqis have been forced out of their 
homes. "The situation in Iraq continues to worsen," the UNHCR announced, "with more than two million Iraqis 
now believed to be displaced inside the country and another 2.2 million sheltering in neighbouring states."The 
Iraqi refugee crisis is now surpassing in numbers anything ever seen in the Middle East, including the expulsion 
or flight of the Palestinians in 1948. 

 
- Iraqis in Jordan… fears of deportation, denial of work permits 
 Source: Voices of Iraq
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 9, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Although hundreds thousands of Iraqis who fled their country of violence and death threats feel somehow more 
secure for their lives and families in Amman, most of them have the feeling that they are socially under threat, 
for fear of deportation and denial of work permits that may guarantee them pennies to live. 
 
- A Duty to the Displaced 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
THE UNITED STATES has traditionally helped the victims of international crises. Yet in the Iraq crisis it helped 
create, it is failing in this duty. Over 2 million Iraqis have fled their homeland, most since the U.S. invasion four 
years ago. Each month an additional 20,000 to 30,000 leave, and that departure rate has swelled to more than 
50,000 per month when more borders were open. The Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees has 
referred 8,000 Iraqis for resettlement in the United States since the start of the war -- yet merely 701 refugees 
have been admitted, including only one in April and one in May. 
 
 

Education – Child Protection  
 
 
- Child labour on the rise as poverty increases 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The UN Children's Agency (UNICEF) estimates that about 11 percent of Iraqi children under 14 work. "Since last 
year we have observed a huge increase in the number of children on the streets, and the number of orphans 
resulting from sectarian violence has also increased. This is disastrous for the future of Iraq because those 
children are not getting an education and are exposed to drugs, prostitution and sexual harassment," Professor 
Salah Faris, a social and economic analyst at Baghdad University, said, adding: "There are few projects tackling 
child labour in Iraq today. This is unacceptable." 
 
 
- "I have to keep working despite being sexually abused" 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Mahmoud Rafid, 13, says he is afraid to go on selling goods on the streets of Baghdad, after being sexually 
harassed and abused. He lost his father a year ago and his mother has cancer so Mahmoud, his two sisters, 14 
and 11, and brother, 9, had to find ways of feeding themselves. After selling many of their possessions to raise 
money, they can now be seen at traffic lights selling chocolates, newspapers and pens. 

 
 

http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2640418.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/
http://66.111.34.180/look/english/article.tpl?IdLanguage=1&IdPublication=4&NrArticle=47320&NrIssue=2&NrSection=4
http://www.aswataliraq.info/look/english/index.tpl
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/10/AR2007061000950.html?referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72683
http://www.irinnews.org/ME-Country.aspx?Country=IQ
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72705
http://www.irinnews.org/ME-Country.aspx?Country=IQ
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Human Rights  
 
 

- The Status of Women in Iraq: Update to the Assessment of Iraq’s De 
Jure and De Facto Compliance with International Legal Standards 

 Source: ABA
 Document: Report 
 Date: December 2006 
 Access: Open 
Women in Iraq today seem driven not by the expectation of improving their status but by the determination to 
hold on to what rights they have in the face of growing insecurity, violence, religious fundamentalism and 
economic hardship. Women have seen significant gains in some areas since the 2003 invasion of Iraq, carving 
out an unprecedented space for women’s political and public participation, for example. However, they have 
largely been unable to capitalize on this position to improve women’s daily lives due to a lack of political will to 
place women in positions of leadership or to include them in fundamental decision making processes. 
 
- Kurdish Women Resent New Passport System 
 Source: IWPR
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 8, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A law requiring women to have a male guardian sign their passport application angers women in Iraqi Kurdistan. 
In the past, women in this part of the country simply applied and were given a passport without fuss. But the 
introduction of the new G edition passport in March 2007 - which is electronically read and difficult to forge - 
means that all passports are now issued on a special printing machine in Baghdad where the law is enforced. 
 
- US 'used forced labour to build Iraq embassy' 
 Source: The Telegraph
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 10, 2007 
 Access: Open 
America is investigating whether forced labour was used to build its vast new embassy in Baghdad's Green 
Zone. Disaffected employees have alleged that workers from Asia and West Africa were deceived in Kuwait into 
flying to Baghdad by being given boarding passes that said Dubai for chartered flights to Iraq. Once on the 
ground, an unspecified number of labourers had their passports seized, effectively trapping the workers in Iraq 
for the duration of their contracts. "I felt bad for those folks every day that I was in Iraq, and the feelings just built 
and built," Mr Owens told the Wall Street Journal. "They were basically being treated like slaves." 
 
 

_______________________________-----__ 
Iraq Context 

 

General Overview 
 
 

- Iraq Crisis Report (IraqHAR) 
 Source: Centre of Excellence on Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
 Document: Weekly report 
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A weekly Iraq humanitarian assistance report Compiled by Pacific Disaster Management Information Network 
 

- Juan Cole’s informed comment’s excerpts 
 Source: Informed Comment – Juan Cole’s Web Blog.
 Document: Selection of daily comments 
 Date: June 8-14, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Juan Cole is a Professor of Modern Middle East and South Asian History at the University of Michigan. As such 
he brings daily much needed expertise and historical perspective to issues surrounding Iraq, Afghanistan and 
the Middle East. Good reading to have a weekly review of the Iraq daily situation. 
 

http://www.abanet.org/rol/publications/assessment-iraq-status-of-women-update.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/rol/publications/assessment-iraq-status-of-women-update.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/
http://iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=f&o=336227&apc_state=henpicr
http://iwpr.net/?p=icr&s=p&o=-&apc_state=henh
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/06/09/wirq109.xml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://coe-dmha.org/HARIraq.cfm
http://coe-dmha.org/index.htm
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1810
http://www.juancole.com/
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Non-Violence and Reconciliation 
 
 
- Iraqi Sunni and Shiite leaders meet to propose solutions to Iraq's 

sectarian violence 
 Source: AP

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
As their country struggles with increasing sectarian violence, some Iraqi religious and political leaders met to 
reaffirm their commitment to building a tolerant, multiethnic nation, declaring that the ties that bind all Iraqis "will 
not be broken." Sunni and Shiite leaders gathered at U.N. headquarters for a two-day conference that ends 
Tuesday to discuss ways to ease the sectarian tensions that have resulted in much of the violence in Iraq. Iraq's 
U.N. mission sponsored the event, entitled "Iraq for all Iraqis." 
 
 
- Peace talks now 
 Source: Los Angeles Times

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
It would be naive to believe that all Iraqis can be reconciled, but Al Qaeda cannot likely be contained until the 
other parties stop fighting. Our interest lies in putting Iraqi security into Iraqi hands and brokering a political 
reconciliation. The U.S. should ask the United Nations to sponsor an international peace process along the lines 
of the Bonn conference that formed a post-Taliban government for Afghanistan. It must enlist Iraq's neighbors — 
which fear chaos when the U.S. leaves — and try to broker a cease-fire among the splintered and balkanized 
Iraqi players. Diplomatic failure is always a possibility, but a purely military solution is impossible. And waiting 
until September to act is the riskiest course of all. 
 
 
- Today’s Iraqi Refugees Key to Tomorrow’s Stability 
 Source: Yale Global

 Document: Opinion  
 Date: June 7, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The aftermath of Tiananmen Square in China could hold some lessons for IraqBut most immediately, it should 
start by sending a clear message of alliance to Iraqi refugees now camped around the Middle East, knocking on 
America’s door for sanctuary. Tiananmen was of China’s own making as is its lingering authoritarian rule. Yet 
America takes in those refugees who then return to help reform China.  Iraqi refugees are fleeing from the 
mayhem that the US intervention unleashed. They, too, must be looked after because one day they may offer 
the bricks to build a peaceful and democratic Iraq. 
 
 
 

Iraqis Living Conditions 
 
- Close and deadly contact 
 Source: Los Angeles Times

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
U.S. military officials say troops are trained to avoid civilian casualties and do not fire wildly. Iraqis, however, say 
the shootings happen frequently and that even if troops are firing at suspected attackers, they often do so on city 
streets where bystanders are likely to be hit. Rarely is it possible to confirm such incidents. In this case, the boy 
was the son of a Los Angeles Times employee, which provided reporters knowledge of the incident in time to 
examine it. Witness and military accounts of the shooting offered a rare look into how such killings can occur. 
With more troops on the ground as a result of President Bush's "surge," U.S. military officials acknowledge that 
there are greater chances for civilian casualties. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/06/12/news/UN-GEN-UN-Iraq-Religious-Conference.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/06/12/news/UN-GEN-UN-Iraq-Religious-Conference.php
http://www.ap.org/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-iraq12jun12,0,6506775.story?coll=la-news-comment-editorials
http://www.latimes.com/
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/display.article?id=9270
http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-civilians12jun12,0,4498270,full.story?coll=la-home-center
http://www.latimes.com/
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Violence 
 
- Iraq violence up since troop increase 
 Source: Los Angeles Times

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 14, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Violence in Iraq rose slightly in the three months ended in May because of increased attacks in cities and 
provinces that had been relatively peaceful before the Bush administration's troop buildup, the Pentagon 
reported Wednesday. 
 
 
- Who Counts Among the Dead in Iraq? 
 Source: New America Media

 Document: Article  
 Date: May 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Using these counts for the U.S. military, Iraqi military, and Iraqi civilian fatalities and casualties over time, we can 
come up with a general equation that establishes the standard price of every hour of the Iraq war.  
1) As a rule of thumb, for every American soldier killed in Iraq, at least two Iraqi soldiers and 20 Iraqi civilians are 
killed, seven American soldiers are wounded, 14 Iraqi soldiers and 100 Iraqi civilians are wounded. 
2) The minimum average daily toll of fatalities stands at about 60 deaths per day: two to three U.S. soldiers, four 
to six Iraqi soldiers, and 50 to 100 Iraqi civilians deaths per day. 
3) The minimum average daily toll of casualties stands at about 300 per day: 14 to 21 U.S. soldiers, 28 to 42 
Iraqi soldiers and 250 to 500 Iraqi civilians. 
This daily toll converts into 2.5 fatalities and 12.5 casualties per hour, minimum.  
 
 
- Iraq's dangerous Diyala province 
 Source: Kuwait Times

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 10, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Diyala province, whose capital is Baqubah, is now the site of some of the worst violence in Iraq, in part because 
the foreign jihadists and the Sunnis have turned on one another there. However, the fighting, which pits the 
jihadists against Sunni tribes and Sunni nationalist militants, also is going on in the other central Iraqi provinces 
of Anbar and Babil, as well as in the country's capital, Baghdad. Meanwhile, the other conflicts that have been 
raging for years-between coalition forces and jihadists, Shia and jihadists, and Sunnis and Shia-continue 
unabated. Jihadists also are increasingly attacking Iraqi Kurds in the North. 

 
 
- Iraq Escalation Will Not Affect Sectarian Violence Nor Defeat Al Qaeda 
 Source: Think Progress
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 8, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Newly-disclosed intelligence reports state that Bush’s escalation is negatively impacting the situation in Iraq and 
is unlikely to change the level of violence on the ground. Their overall consensus was that the trend in Iraq is 
negative. … Their assessment was that the prospect for political steps in Iraq toward meaningful reconciliation 
among the different parties, that those steps toward reconciliation — the political steps — would be marginal at 
best through the end of this calendar year. … We were also told that the state of the insurgency — the level of 
violence and that sort of thing — was in all likelihood going to be about where it is today a year from now. 
 
- Mahdi Army makes a final push to control southwest Baghdad 
 Source: Mc Clatchy
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 10, 2007 
 Access: Open 
In the past 10 days, the fiery Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr's militia has resurfaced in force, making a push to 
roust Sunnis from Baghdad and to isolate Sunni enclaves in the west of the capital from their brethren in the 
south. Mahdi Army militiamen in the Shiite dominated neighborhood of Bayaa were reinforced by other Shiite 
fighters and men in civilian clothes with weapons have cordoned off the area. In the past 10 days Mahdi Army 
activity has escalated, intensifying in the past two days with the capture of two Sunni mosques, residents and 
police said. 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-surge14jun14,0,7190909.story?coll=la-tot-world&track=ntothtml
http://www.latimes.com/
http://news.newamericamedia.org/news/view_article.html?article_id=f9ccd73d994c389f601227c6193b9c90
http://news.newamericamedia.org/
http://www.kuwaittimes.net/read_news.php?newsid=MTE3MjQwNzE1
http://www.kuwaittimes.net/
http://thinkprogress.org/2007/06/08/bayh-intelligence/
http://thinkprogress.org/
http://www.realcities.com/mld/krwashington/17347784.htm
http://www.realcities.com/
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- Murder highlights death toll of Iraqi journalists 
 Source: The Independent
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Sahar al-Haideri, an Iraqi journalist, had received 13 death threats before she was murdered in the northern 
Iraqi city of Mosul last week. Her killing brings to 106 the number of journalists, almost all Iraqi, murdered in the 
country since the US invasion in 2003 along with 39 support staff. Iraq has become the most dangerous country 
in the world for journalists, with Sunni insurgents routinely targeting journalists, twelve of whom were killed in 
May alone. The great majority of those murdered or kidnapped are Iraqis, while non-Iraqi journalists find it 
increasingly difficult and dangerous to operate there. 
 
 
- Collateral genocide 
 Source: Online Journal
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Of course our government didn’t intend to commit genocide, it just sort of happened. The Iraqis kept getting in 
the way while we were trying to complete the mission. Mistakes were made as we were building democracy, but 
surely no genocide was intended. After all, we are the international deciders of what is and what isn’t genocide, 
and we know full well that intent is a requirement. It was only “collateral genocide” and lord knows we did our 
very best to avoid it. 
 
 

Reconstruction is not going so well…for Iraqis 
 
 
- Iraq losing one in six police 
 Source: The Age
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 9, 2007 
 Access: Open 
About one in six Iraqi policemen trained by US-led forces were killed, wounded, deserted or just disappeared, a 
US military official says. And continuing violence is prompting officials again to increase the size of the Iraqi 
army, said Lt Gen Martin Dempsey, who until recently headed the training effort. 
 
 
- Lack of irrigation water constrains crops in Iraq 
 Source: Voices of Iraq
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 9, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A recent decision made by Wassit's Agricultural Committee preventing the planting of rice during the current 
summer rice season in southern Iraq, due to a lack of irrigation water, has sparked heated controversy in Iraqi 
agricultural circles. While some people said the decision has added to the burden of poor Iraqi farmers, others 
indicated that it will have positive implications for Iraqi agriculture. 
 
 
- Oiling the wheels of war: smuggling becomes the real economy of Iraq 
 Source: The Guardian
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 10, 2007 
 Access: Open 
On the banks of the Shatt al-Arab in southern Iraq, a family business is thriving. For the Ashur, a small clan of 
about 50 families, it's worth several million dollars a week. Costs are steep, especially for security. But profits 
are tidy and business is booming. The Ashur smuggle oil. For years under Saddam Hussein, they worked as 
mere guards at Abu Flus terminal at the mouth of the Gulf. But as the state collapsed after the US and British 
invasion in 2003 and economic anarchy set in, they took over the port and became the quasi-official authority 
there. 
 
 
 
 

http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/article2643057.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/
http://onlinejournal.com/artman/publish/article_2072.shtml
http://onlinejournal.com/
http://www.theage.com.au/news/World/Iraq-losing-one-in-six-police-official/2007/06/14/1181414409866.html
http://www.theage.com.au/
http://66.111.34.180/look/english/article.tpl?IdLanguage=1&IdPublication=4&NrArticle=47469&NrIssue=2&NrSection=4
http://www.aswataliraq.info/look/english/index.tpl
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Iraq/Story/0,,2099072,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
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- Iraq - Iran Trade in Gasoline Booms 
 Source: AP
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Trade across the Iraq-Iran border is flourishing in this remote corner of northeast Iraq, a rugged mountain area 
where the lure of making a quick profit dwarfs what little government authority exists. Gasoline is an important 
part of that. The trade in gasoline gained new attention recently when Iran hiked the price of the subsidized 
gasoline it sells its people and began looking to ration subsidized gas -- all as a way to lower consumption. Most 
of Iran's problem stems from the fact that it has too little refinery capacity. But Iranian officials also have 
bemoaned the illicit selling of subsidized gas to neighboring countries, including Iraq, saying that hurts its 
economy. 
 
 
- The British Army Rebels Against Propaganda 
 Source: Information Clearing House
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: June 5, 2007 
 Access: Open 
An experienced British officer serving in Iraq has written to the BBC describing the invasion as "illegal, immoral 
and unwinnable" which, he says, is "the overwhelming feeling of many of my peers". In a letter to the BBC's 
Newsnight and Medialens.org he accuses the media's "embedded coverage with the US Army" of failing to 
question "the intentions and continuing effects of the US-led invasion and occupation". More often than not, 
censorship by omission is employed: for example, by omitting the fact that almost 80 per cent of attacks are 
directed against the occupation forces (source: the Pentagon) so as to give the impression that the occupiers 
are doing their best to separate "warring tribes" and are crisis managers rather than the cause of the crisis.  
 
 
- Generals fault Iraqi security forces 
 Source: Los Angeles Times

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Two U.S. generals gave poor marks Sunday to Iraqi security forces for a lack of readiness, assessments that 
bode ill for Iraq's ability to fend for itself as pressure builds in Washington to draw down American troops. 
Though both military leaders said Iraqi soldiers had made progress in recent months, one said the Shiite-led 
Iraqi army lacked top-notch senior officers. Both described the national police force as riddled with corruption 
and sectarianism. One general told reporters that in his area of command, the situation was so dire that the U.S. 
military was looking to fill the void by arming Sunni Arabs linked to tribal sheiks and militant groups who were 
willing to work with Americans enforcing security. 
 
 

- A true land of opportunity 
 Source: The Guardian
 Document: Opinion – Terry Jones 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Where there's death and destruction, there's profit - as security companies in Iraq know only too well. First you 
need your father to leave you a billion dollars or so, as happened to Erik Prince, Blackwater's founder. Then use 
the money to set up a company that specialises in shooting people. Of course, you say the company's vision is 
"to support security, peace, freedom and democracy everywhere". But your brochure is full of photos of men 
bursting into rooms with machine guns and shooting from helicopters - and it offers five sniping courses: basic 
military, advanced military, situation sniper, high angle (shooting people from rooftops) and, of course, 
helicopter. 
 
 
- Mercenaries in Iraq 
 Source: Al-Jazeera
 Document: Video 
 Date: June 09, 2007 
 Access: Open 
TV program about Mercenaries in Iraq on Al-Jazeera. 

 
 

 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/IRAQ_TRADING_WITH_IRAN?SITE=WIMIL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://www.ap.org/
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article17844.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/
http://medialens.org/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iraq11jun11,0,5609951.story?coll=la-tot-world&track=ntothtml
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Iraq/Story/0,,2100845,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.roadstoiraq.com/2007/06/12/aljazeera-mercenaries-in-iraq/
http://www.aljazeera.net/
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- Iraqi archeological sites among most at risk 
 Source: Middle-East Online
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 8, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The World Monuments Fund's 2008 watch list includes 100 sites from around the world deemed at risk from 
man-made threats such as climate change, conflict, urban development and unchecked tourism. The watch list 
was compiled by an international panel of experts in archaeology, architecture, art history and preservation. The 
fund said that cultural sites of Iraq had suffered catastrophic loss since the US-led invasion of 2003. 
 

- In Iraq's four-year looting frenzy, the allies have become the vandals 
 Source: The Guardian
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 8, 2007 
 Access: Open 
British and American collusion in the pillaging of Iraq's heritage is a scandal that will outlive any passing conflict. 
Yesterday Hussaini reported to the British Museum on his struggles to protect his work in a state of anarchy. It 
was a heart breaking presentation. Under Saddam you were likely to be tortured and shot if you let someone 
steal an antiquity; in today's Iraq you are likely to be tortured and shot if you don't. The tragic fate of the national 
museum in Baghdad in April 2003 was as if federal troops had invaded New York city, sacked the police and 
told the criminal community that the Metropolitan was at their disposal. The local tank commander was told 
specifically not to protect the museum for a full two weeks after the invasion. Even the Nazis protected the 
Louvre.  

 
- Balkans Linking Arms With Iraq 
 Source: IPS
 Document: Article  
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The 39,000-strong Stabilisation Forces led by the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) until December 
2004, followed by the 6,300 European Union Forces (EUFOR) sought to re-establish peace and ensure security. 
And this meant destruction of remaining weapons.  But these weapons have headed in other directions. Bosnian 
daily Nezavisne Novine and Croatian daily Vecernji List have quoted a former Austrian member of EUFOR, 
identified as "Major Erwin K" as saying that under United States pressure stockpiled arms and ammunition were 
ordered sold to Afghanistan and Iraq after 9/11. 

 
Iraqi Political process 

 
 

- Iraq's parliament votes to replace "rude" speaker 
 Source: Alertnet
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Iraq's parliament voted on Monday to replace speaker Mahmoud al-Mashhadani because of his "rude 
behaviour" towards deputies, officials said. The removal of Mashhadani, a member of Iraq's minority Sunni Arab 
sect, was unlikely to have any effect on the government of Shi'ite Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki or on the delicate 
powersharing system between Sunni Arabs, Kurds and Shi'ites.  
 
 

- Iraq's parliamentary speaker says he'll sue if lawmakers stick to move 
oust him 

 Source: AP
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Iraq's parliament speaker warned on Tuesday he will take his case to court if lawmakers stick to their decision to 
replace him and complained that the 275-seat legislature acted irresponsibly in voting to remove him. Mahmoud 
al-Mashhadani, a Sunni Arab, told a news conference he had no intention of resigning as demanded by the 
lawmakers, 
 
 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/iraq/?id=20998
http://www.middle-east-online.com/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/story/0,,2098272,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=38132
http://ipsnews.net/
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/KAR445161.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/06/12/africa/ME-GEN-Iraq-Speaker.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/06/12/africa/ME-GEN-Iraq-Speaker.php
http://www.ap.org/
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- U.S. Warns Iraq That Progress Is Needed Soon 
 Source: New York Times
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The top American military commander for the Middle East has warned Iraq’s prime minister in a closed-door 
conversation that the Iraqi government needs to make tangible political progress by next month to counter the 
growing tide of opposition to the war in Congress. Iraq’s Shiite dominated-government, Admiral Fallon added in 
the meeting, has consolidated power and should have the confidence to reach out to its opponents. “You have 
the power,” Admiral Fallon said. “You should take the initiative.” 
 
 
- Iraqi Troops Face Off Against Striking Oil Workers 
 Source: UPI
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 5, 2007 
 Access: Open 
On the third day of an oil strike in southern Iraq, the Iraqi military has surrounded oil workers and the prime 
minister issued arrest warrants for the union leaders, sparking an outcry from supporters and international 
unions. 

 
 
- A Sectarian Spy Duel In Baghdad 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: June 14, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Iraq's internal conflict is on the verge of claiming a new victim -- the country's fledging intelligence service. 
Pressure to abolish the spy agency is coming from pro-Iranian Shiite politicians who have created a rival 
organization. 
 
 
- Kurdistan's Tenuous Model 
 Source: Carnegie Endowment
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Iraqi Kurdistan is the best functioning part of Iraq, an example of what stability and governance could 
theoretically bring to the rest of the country. Kurdish leaders have learned that they can achieve more with 
peace than with war. It has been a year since the two main Kurdish parties, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) and the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), joined forces in a unified Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG) with symbolic participation from smaller parties. Ever since, Kurdistan has been booming economically 
and dreaming of becoming the next Dubai. But to achieve that dream the Kurds will have to address major 
challenges, including how to gain control of Kirkuk, manage oil revenues, protect stability, and conduct relations 
with the central government in Baghdad.  

 
 

Policies and Strategies 
 
 
- For U.S. Unit in Baghdad, An Alliance of Last Resort 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 9, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The week that followed revolutionized Kuehl's approach to fighting the insurgency and serves as a vivid 
example of a risky, and expanding, new American strategy of looking beyond the Iraqi police and army for help 
in controlling violent neighborhoods. The American soldiers in Amiriyah have allied themselves with dozens of 
Sunni militiamen who call themselves the Baghdad Patriots -- a group that American soldiers believe includes 
insurgents who have attacked them in the past -- in an attempt to drive out al-Qaeda in Iraq. The Americans 
have granted these gunmen the power of arrest, allowed the Iraqi army to supply them with ammunition, and 
fought alongside them in chaotic street battles. 
 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/12/world/middleeast/12military.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=login
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.alternet.org/waroniraq/53379/
http://www.upi.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/13/AR2007061301965.html?hpid=opinionsbox1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/08/AR2007060802879_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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- US Arming Sunnis in Iraq to Battle Old Qaeda Allies 
 Source: New York Times
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Commanders are arming groups that have promised to fight militants who have been their allies in the past. With 
the four-month-old increase in American troops showing only modest success in curbing insurgent attacks, 
American commanders are turning to another strategy that they acknowledge is fraught with risk: arming Sunni 
Arab groups that have promised to fight militants linked with Al Qaeda who have been their allies in the past. 
 
 
- Tribal Coalition in Anbar Said to Be Crumbling 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 11, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Tribal relations are notoriously fickle and fluid, and recent tensions within the Anbar Salvation Council bear 
some hallmarks of a power struggle that could signal either its evolution or its collapse. Suleiman and Welch 
alleged that Abu Risha runs an oil smuggling ring and that his followers have worked as highway bandits on 
Anbar's roads, activities in which many tribal groups engage. 
 
 
- Arming a civil war 
 Source: San Francisco Chronicle
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: June 12, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Dividing these forces and pitting them against each other is a prime selling point and adapts to fresh political 
realities. But the notion of arming Sunni fighters -- who once backed Saddam Hussein when he ran Iraq -- could 
also fuel a bigger civil war with another group, the Shiia forces who now dominate the Baghdad government. 
The plan, in other words, could leave Iraq's divided society armed to the teeth with American-supplied weapons 
while U.S. troops consider an exit.  
 
 
- UN reaffirms mandate of Iraq multinational force 
 Source: Alertnet
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The U.N. Security Council reaffirmed on Wednesday the mandate of the U.S.-led multinational force in Iraq after 
Baghdad's foreign minister said Iraqi forces could not yet deal alone with insurgents.  
 
 
- Putting out fire with gasoline 
 Source: The Guardian
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The US forces are set to arm Sunni nationalist groups in central Iraq to beat up local al-Qaida units and terrorist 
cells, according to reports out of Washington and Baghdad this morning. It's a bold, foolhardy, or even 
desperate measure - according to your point of view 
 
 
- Iraq Militants' Skillful Video Colors Perception Of the Enemy 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 5, 2007 
 Access: Open 
If it's been a while since you checked in with the videos emerging from insurgent groups in Iraq, the advance of 
professionalism continues, now to the level of tone, drama and pacing. Never mind what it says about the 
attention with which insurgents and their propagandists are following American media and gathering imagery to 
use in their own cause. Perhaps if they had more gruesome video, they would have used it. But the effect is to 
dilute the moral outrage of violence and focus the attention on the more palatable before-and-after scenes. It is 
a canny bit of editing. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/11/world/middleeast/11iraq.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/10/AR2007061001453_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2007/06/12/EDGGTP3G081.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N13417344.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
http://commentisfree.guardian.co.uk/robert_fox/2007/06/putting_out_fire_with_gasoline.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/04/AR2007060401808.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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- Bush Says We’ll Be in Iraq for 50 Years, But Reporters Don't Bother to 
Ask Iraqis to Comment 

 Source: Alternet
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: June 8, 2007 
 Access: Open 
But here's the rub: None of the reporters we read bothered to pick up a phone and call Baghdad to get reactions 
from, well, actual Iraqis. So we did -- we called Iraqi lawmakers from different parties representing the country's 
different ethnic and sectarian groups, and found that, without exception, just hearing that there were official 
whispers in Washington about plans for a decades-long U.S. troop presence in their country shocked and awed 
them, and not in a good way. 
 

____________________________________ 
Humanitarian world perspectives & Quality of Aid 
Through articles and Reports 
 

- Exclusion of NGOs: The fundamental flaw of the CERF 
 Source: Save The Children
 Document: Position Paper 
 Date: January 29, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Save the Children’s original concerns were based on the fact that NGOs do not have direct access to the CERF. 
As it is widely acknowledged that NGOs deliver over 50% of direct humanitarian relief (some argue up to 80%)i 
this is more than an oversight – it is a fundamental flaw. Because NGOs cannot directly access CERF funds, 
they must wait for the primary recipients, UN agencies, to process proposals and sub-grant agreements before 
they can take meaningful action themselves.  

 
- Aid projects need more critical media coverage 
 Source: Christian Science Monitor
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 08, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A specialized reporting entity could expose the weaknesses in the international aid business and encourage 
reform. The best solution would be the creation of a viable media watchdog capable of reporting the real causes 
behind humanitarian predicaments, including how the international community responds. Most mainstream news 
organizations are unlikely to cover the global aid business on a consistent basis. On the other hand, a pooling of 
media, corporate, and foundation support for a specialized reporting entity could prove to be the answer. Any 
other approach that does not guarantee complete independence would be a waste of time and money. 

 

http://www.alternet.org/story/53469/
http://www.alternet.org/story/53469/
http://www.alternet.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1798
http://www.savethechildren.org/
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0608/p09s01-coop.htm
http://www.csmonitor.com/
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____________________________________ 
Humanitarian Actors’ Open Space 
 
Aid Workers whose opinions are not relayed in mainstream Medias have here the space to share their feeling of the situation in 
Iraq5. Contributions and reactions can be sent  to webmanager@ncciraq.org. We will forward your comments to the author. 
 

"Even the lighter was mine" 
 
In my last trip to Mosul, I met one of IDPs from Telafar displaced to Mosul city living with one of his 
relatives. During our meeting, we had a conversation together about his returning attempt story. The 
story per se was weird to me, but I said since we live in Iraq, everything is possible.   
It happened that one week ago, the man with his family who were displaced due to the ongoing ethnic 
conflicts, decided to return home to Telafar. They were expelled from their home four months ago and 
they stayed in Mosul during that period.   
 
Basically, driving from Mosul to Telafar takes fifty five minuets, but the trip of that family took six hours 
instead because of the checkpoints and barriers set up by the police and Iraqi army forces. “Checkpoints 
were even more than those in the military camps I used to serve as an officer for 6 years" the man said.    
Precisely, it took two hours from Mosul to their City and four hours just to arrive to their house inside 
the city. However, their arrival to their house did not put an end to their sufferings, yet they started to 
experience a new kind of hardship.  
 
The irony was that when they arrived to home, they were shocked by seeing other people in their house. 
Their house was occupied by another family, they were using all the furniture; the kitchen, TV, even 
their bedroom and clothes. Unsurprisingly, the owner of the house asked those people what was 
happening and they started arguing, but at the end he found that both sides are in the same boat.  It 
turned out that that family had no shelter after being threatened and expelled by a militant group and 
their house was taken by force. Moreover, the de facto was that   "the recent displaced families started to 
take any empty house in other areas even if the areas are not safe because they can't afford to live in 
another city".  
 
Thus, the original family of the house stayed in their own house, not as landlords but as guests. They 
slept in their own guest's room and the other family prepared the dinner for them using their kitchen 
and the food storage they left behind when the left the house. In the evening, the heads of both families 
sat together and started talking about the situation in Telafar and how this City was a place where its 
people were united and integrated. They also talked about how families used to know each other and 
various tribes and ethnicities were leading a peaceful life. Then, the owner of the house took a cigarette 
and offered another one to his friend (the other families head), the guest accepted the cigarette.  Later, 
he picked up a lighter from his pocket to burn the cigarette, the real owner observed one thing, which 
was the lighter; he realized that even the lighter was his!   "It is very painful situation to find other people 
using your house, furniture…even your lighter, and then you have to accept that" the man said. 
 
The next morning the original family decided to leave back to Mosul, and the real owner asked the new 
family a last favor to put a side some of their furniture in one room and lock the door, but the new family 
said that sooner or later either the Multi National Forces MNF or the Iraqi Force IF will come to search 
the houses and they will break any locked door, so it is useless even to do that. The day after the family 
returned back to Mosul abandoning the idea of returning to their house again. 
 
I just wanted here to provide a  picture about the messy situation  in Telafar; it is really so painful to find 
another family in your house, using your furniture, even the lighter...and then to spent the night in your 
own house as a guest in the guest's room. 
But indeed no one can blame the other because all are the same; the people have no more choices; 
moving from one empty house to another is a normal thing for those families who kept staying in 
Telafar. They used to look for a saver house with some stored food and maybe some more blankets or 
cigarettes and a lighter.   
 
 

The Author is an Iraqi Aid Worker  
He works in the Italian NGO Italian Consortium of Solidarity (ICS) 

                                                 
5 For security reasons, unless specific request we are keeping the anonymity of the authors, but the texts published don’t always 
reflect the NCCI view. 

mailto:webmanager@ncciraq.org
http://www.icsitalia.org/
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NCCI’s Contact List 

Weekly Schedule 
 
NCCI Monitoring and Evaluation Workshop in Amman on 16th and 17th. 
We have added on our weekly schedule some events hold in Iraq or Jordan. that concern only 
specific invited people. They are highlighted as “restricted”. This is to give better information on 
what is going on to our members. We encourage you to check regularly our Weekly Schedule on our 
Website for updates. 
 

This Page is your page
 

If you have an announcement (training, workshop, etc) regarding your organisation, if you are aware about meetings, events, humanitarian 
update, if you would like to make known some information, please send them to webmanager@ncciraq.org

Upcoming important dates 
 
18th June: Anniversary of Al Sadec’ka Zahra’s death 
 
20th June:  World Refugees Day 
 
25th June: Anniversary of Mo’ta Battle (Killing of Jaffar) 
 
26th June: International Day Against Torture 
 
28th June: Anniversary of Fatima’s death 

 

Updates & Announcements  
 

Iraqis in Jordan - Protection Hot Line 
 

UNHCR has a Protection Hot Line for Iraqis in Jordan to contact in case of emergency:  
+962-(0)79-6742200 

This is only for protection related issues. For other issues and information, please contact 06-5502030. 
 

-------------------------- 
Extended call for applications for HREA e-learning course "Introduction to Human 

Rights Education" 
 

HREA has extended the call for applications for the e-learning course Introduction to Human Rights 
Education, which will be offered from 12 September-4 December 2007. The new registration deadline for this 
course is 1 July 2007.  

 
-------------------------- 

UN team schedule of events – June 2007  
 
The UN team’s trainings and meetings schedule for June 2007 

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article158
mailto:webmanager@ncciraq.org
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article276
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article120
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article120
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