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Mr. Chairman 
Ladies and Gentlemen  
Sudan in its sheer size and diversity of geography climate and peoples resembles the entire 
African continent. As indicated by the last population census conducted in 2008, more 
than 40% of Sudan population (39.2million) concentrated in large urban conglomerations 
and big cities. 
 
Drought, desertification, floods and civil conflicts are the most common hazards in Sudan. 
Another Rare hazards but potentially posing serious risks such as earth quake, pest 
infestation, epidemics and land mines have had immense devastating impacts on the social 
structure and the economies of the country. 
 
Hazard profile in Sudan during the last 3 decades 
 

  # of 
Events 

Killed Injured Homeless Affected Total 
Affected 

Drought 7 150,000 0 0 23,210,000 23,210,000 
Average  21,429 0 0 3,315,714 3,315,714 

         
Earthquake  4 8 35 0 8,000 8,015 

Average  2 9 0 4,000 4,008 
         

Epidemic  30 10,384 0 0 198,512 198,512 
Average  346 0 0 6,617 6,617 

         
Flood  22 415 18,556 1,265,480 5,658,706 6,942,742 

Average  19 844 57,522 257,214 315,579 
       

Insect Infestation 5 0 0 0 0 0 
Average  0 0 0 0 0 

       
Wild Fires 1 47 0 0 0 0 
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Average  47 0 0 0 0 
       

Wind Storm 1 33 0 0 0 0 
Average    33  0  0  0  0  
 
In recent years, there has been growing awareness that disaster losses can be more effectively 
reduced and in fact averted through development of comprehensive national strategy for 
disaster risk management. The government of Sudan in coordination with UNDP and other 
partners drawing the road map towards achieving this goal in 2010.  
 
The overall objectives of the national strategy for disaster risk reduction   
 

• Development of disaster mitigation, preparedness strategies and contingency 
planning. 

• Elaboration of supporting policies, legislation and agreements for disaster risk 
management; 

• Strengthening of early warning and information systems and vulnerability analysis. 
• Development of education and training program for disaster mitigation. 
• Raising awareness and ensure participation of local communities. 

 
Earthquake in Sudan: 
 
Earthquakes are inevitable, but the losses and damages they produce can be drastically 
reduced or partially eliminated by providing the right preventive measures and taking the 
suitable precautions in designing and constructing earthquakes resistant buildings  
 
Unlike most natural disasters which gives ample warning before they strike. Earthquake 
is the one that strike with little warning 
 
The occurrence of earthquake may also have major impact on the life of the community 
by striking electric network, water supply, sewage system, lead to environmental 
pollution and other health problems. It may destroy infrastructure of transportation and 
communication, railways and bridges and may crack dams and other water retaining 
structures which may result in flood and other environmental problems.  
 
over the last 180 years some areas in Sudan had experienced severe earthquakes that 
result in damages of various degrees, although most of the severe earthquakes had 
occurred in remote areas which are lightly populated there is a likelihood that large 
earthquake may hit one of the densely populated areas  
 
Although, Sudan is not one of the most seismically active regions of the world, however, 
the recent increase in magnitude and frequency of seismic activities in the Nile Basin 
along the Great African Rift warrant the attention due to the factors below:   

• Rapid increase in number of height and size of buildings in Khartoum and other 
big cities in Sudan which are lacking of safe building codes and security measures 
are not strictly enforced  
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• Implementation of large structural projects such as Marawe dam, heightening of 
Rosaries dam , Sunut  town , etc … 

• Construction of a series of new bridges along the White Nile, Blue Nile and the 
Main Nile . 

• Poor emergency plans and evacuation in the wake of disasters   
 
The major known rifts of the Sudan (part of major rift that span the whole African 
continent) are: 

1. The Central African Rift System  
2. The East African Rift System  
3. The Southern Sudan Rift System  
4. The White Nile Rift System  
5. The Blue Nile Rift System  
6. The Atbara Rift System  

 
Sudan geological authority  
Specific priorities 

1. To produce a comprehensive multi-hazard Urban Risk Profile  
2. To establish an Urban Risk Information System and early warning system 
3. To develop the capacity for risk assessment at local level 
4. To strengthen the urban disaster risk reduction system as a whole. 
5. To build realistic damage or impact scenarios (impact) in terms of hazard event 

scenarios in consultation with relevant stakeholders . 
6. To develop urban disaster risk reduction action plan and contingency plans for 

relevant risk and disaster scenarios 
7. raise awareness 

Mr. Chairman 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
The Government of Sudan understands that disasters have no borders and effective Disaster 
Risk management and mitigation requires very close cooperation, sharing experience and 
information.  
 
The Government of Sudan will continue the efforts towards implementing the priority areas 
of international frameworks. The government of Sudan is keen to benefit from the 
experiences and build strong working relationship with friends in Istanbul city and 
international community as well to ensure achieving the end goal that vulnerabilities are 
clearly understood and addressed.  
 
In conclusion, I would like to use this opportunity to express appreciation for inviting us to 
this important conference, thanks to organizers and to our friends in Istanbul.  
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