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Each week, the World Health Organization Health Action in Crises in Geneva produces information highlights 

 on the health aspects of selected humanitarian crises. Drawing on the various WHO programmes, contributions cover 
activities from field and country offices and the support provided by WHO regional offices and Headquarters. The mandate  

of the WHO Departments specifically concerned with Emergency and Humanitarian Action in Crises is to increase the 
effectiveness of the WHO contribution to crisis preparedness and response, transition and recovery. This note, which is not 

exhaustive, is designed for internal use and does not reflect any official position of the WHO Secretariat. 
 
PERU 

 
More information is available at: 

www.paho.org/english/dd/ped/EQPeru_8
07.htm  

 On 28 August, a Flash Appeal was 
launched for nearly US$ 37 million, of 
which US$2.1 million is intended for 
the health sector, to provide health 
care, water, food, tents and blankets 
for more than 200 000 people over a 
period of six months. The UNCERF 
has approved US$ 9.6 million. 

Assessments and events: 
• Following the 15 August earthquake off the coast of Peru, up to 37 000 people 

continue living in shelters in Pisco, while many remain without access to safe 
drinking water, adequate sanitation or sufficient heating. 

• The collapse of the sanitation and water collection systems is restricting the 
availability of water making environmental health, basic sanitation and solid 
waste management a priority. In places, portable latrines have been 
established, but numbers are insufficient.  

Actions: 
• WHO/PAHO continues to support the MoH in the situation room in Lima and 

sent a team of engineers and architects to evaluate the damage to health 
facilities. 

• WHO/PAHO is assisting the Pisco Health Directorate in coordinating all 
health services in the area and in supporting water sanitation services.  

• In Pisco, health sector partners continue meeting regularly. The main concerns 
are the almost complete destruction of the local hospital capacity – paediatric 
and maternity services are a priority – and a rise in the incidence of skin 
infections and diarrhoeas. 

• In Ica, WHO/PAHO reports that water systems have been re-established. 
• Support for WHO’s emergency operations is provided by the UNCERF and 

Monaco. 

WEST AFRICA 

 

 Conflict-driven insecurity in the north of 
Niger and in Mali could develop into a 
humanitarian crisis.  

 WHO/HAC is participating in the 
workshop for the preparation of the 2008 
Consolidated Appeal for West Africa. 

Assessments and events: 
• Floods are affecting over 130 000 people in West Africa, devastating homes, 

infrastructure and crops. Tens of thousands have lost their homes, their 
livelihoods and the number of deaths is increasing. 

• Rains have destroyed critical water supply infrastructure raising the risk of 
waterborne diseases, particularly among children. 

Actions:  
• WHO is monitoring the situation and providing support and supplies (essential 

drugs and consumables) to affected governments where needed. At the 
moment, affected countries are providing for the needs of affected populations 
with the support of humanitarian partners. However, many are asking for 
international help. 

• The CAP 2008 is under preparation: reinforcing the capacities of vulnerable 
communities against natural disasters is among the main goals for 2008.  

• The UNCERF has announced the allocation of US$ 8 million for under funded 
projects from the CAP 2007 for West Africa. 

CHAD 

 

 WHO/HAC is participating in the 
workshop for the preparation of the 
2008 Consolidated Appeal for Chad. 

Assessments and events: 
• Heavy rains in the east caused flooding in several IDP sites and refugee camps. 

The worst hit area was Koukou, in Goz Beida District, where more than 2000 
IDPs were displaced by flooding at Habile site. The situation is improving and 
most of the displaced have been able to return to their sites. 

• The rains are also reducing access to the estimated 180 000 IDPs and 285 000 
refugees living in the east and south-east regions. 

Actions:  
• WHO donated anti-malarials and rapid diagnostic tests to the NGO Save the 

Children currently supporting the therapeutic feeding centre in Abéché. 
• WHO and ICRC are preparing a training on the use of paracheck tests and the 

new national protocol on malaria case management. It will be conducted mid-
September for health staff working in Adré IDP sites. 

• WHO is helping the NGO COSV for the finalization of the ECHO-funded 
project to support the hospital in Biltine. 

• WHO’s activities in Chad are funded by ECHO, Italy and the UNCERF. 
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OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN 
TERRITORY 

 

More information is available at:  
www.emro.who.int/palestine/  

 

Assessments and events: 
• Clashes in both the West Bank and Gaza have resulted in further instability. 
• According to OCHA, at least 5848 people were killed by the conflict between 

September 2000 and the end of July 2007. 

Actions:   
• WHO has arranged the shipment of various pharmaceuticals to Gaza including 

insulin, assorted drugs and consumables, IV fluid, medical hygiene kits and 
other urgently needed materials. 

• WHO is monitoring health services in most hospitals and primary health 
clinics in the West Bank and Gaza. In Nablus, WHO is monitoring the tracking 
and distribution of IT equipment and the availability and shortages of 
pharmaceutical items at Rasidia and Al Watani hospitals. 

• WHO and the MoH conducted a training in rational drug use in Ramallah for 
42 MoH health care professionals and support staff. 

• WHO is discussing collaboration on Health and Nutrition with UNICEF. 
• On 3-5 September, HAC participated in the Joint Project Review Mission for 

the oPt. A joint planning of activities between WHO and the MoH was framed 
and agreed upon for the next biennium, in terms of capacity building and 
assistance. The final document be endorsed by the MoH and reflected in the 
corresponding work plan. 

• In 2007, WHO’s emergency activities are funded by ECHO, Norway and Italy. 
 

HORN OF AFRICA 

 

 The Government of Ethiopia facilitated a 
UN humanitarian assessment mission to 
Somali Regional State. The UN Resident 
and Humanitarian Coordinator launched 
the mission on 30 August for the purpose 
of surveying humanitarian needs. 

 In Somalia, Health Cluster coordination 
meetings are spreading: a meeting – the 
second in this area – was held in Baidoa 
on 2 September, another in Mogadishu 
on 3 September and a third Beletweyne 
for Hiiran region on 4 September. 

Assessments and events: 
• In Somalia, aid groups report insecurity has choked delivery of humanitarian 

supplies to around 1.5 million conflict-affected people, particularly in the 
south where food security continues to deteriorate.  

• Thousands of IDPs seeking refuge in Merka, Lower Shabelle region require 
assistance with basic needs; 43 500 people have arrived to Merka since March 
because of violence in Mogadishu or failed crops in their native regions. 

• In Ethiopia, more than 130 000 people are reportedly affected by the current 
flooding with at least 36 000 displaced. It is anticipated relief and recovery 
assistance will be required for 324 000 people this season. New outbreaks of 
waterborne disease can be expected, even as the last acute watery diarrhoea 
(AWD) outbreak continues. Tigray has been re-affected with AWD between 
17 July and 3 September, 2259 cases and 31 deaths have been reported. AWD 
and malaria are major concerns and mosquito nets, water purification 
chemicals and drugs are still in need across flood and conflict-affected areas.  

Actions:  
• In Somalia, polio national immunization days were held last week in Middle 

Shabelle, Hiiran, parts of Lower Juba, Puntland and several regions in 
Somaliland. Coverage data will be published soon. 

• In Ethiopia, WHO continues to coordinate emergency health threats with the 
Federal MoH and other partners. Provision of technical assistance to AWD-
affected regions continues; one consultant is being affected to Tigray region. 

• In Eritrea, WHO is supporting the MoH in conducting another round of 
integrated outreach services as a continuation of the strategy to provide basic 
health services to vulnerable populations in hard to reach areas. 

• WHO activities are supported by the CERF, Canada, Italy, Norway, Sweden, 
the United States and Finland for Somalia, cluster coordination, and by the 
CERF and the local Humanitarian Response Fund in Ethiopia and by the 
UNCERF and ECHO for Eritrea. 
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HURRICANE FELIX  

 

 A Flash Appeal is under preparation for 
Nicaragua to respond to the damage 
caused by Hurricane Felix. 

 

Assessments and events: 
• In Central America, Hurricane Felix had dissipated to a tropical depression; 

however heavy rains are causing concern due to the risk of flash floods and 
mudslides.  

• In Nicaragua 13 132 persons were evacuated from the Autonomous Region of 
the North Atlantic. Up to 9000 homes were destroyed and as many as 50 000 
people were displaced; 39 people died and more than 100 are missing. Overall, 
100 000 people are though to be affected. The main health needs include 
rehabilitation of health centres, support in shelters, disease surveillance, water 
and sanitation, logistics support and restoring hospital services to pre-hurricane 
levels. 

• In Honduras, as a preventive measure, 17 000 persons were evacuated from 
coastal regions. The MoH has activated Emergency Operations Centres in the 
most vulnerable areas. 

Actions: 
• WHO/PAHO is responding at the national and regional levels. The WHO 

offices in Nicaragua and Honduras have declared an administrative emergency 
and are assisting with initial assessments for health needs. 

• In Nicaragua, WHO/PAHO continues to support the MoH, and is assisting 
with water and sanitation needs, damage evaluation and needs assessments. 

• In Honduras, WHO/PAHO is supporting health authorities in procuring 
chlorine and reactive agents to measure water quality. Health experts are 
supporting local health authorities in San Pedro Sula. WHO/PAHO is also 
assisting with the support of epidemiological surveillance and the installation 
of the LSS/SUMA system.  

 

INTER-AGENCY ISSUES 
• Disaster Risk Reduction. A preparatory meeting for the inter-agency meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction (Geneva, 

25 September) took place on 4 September.  
• Gender and Humanitarian Action. The IASC Gender Sub-Working Group met on 5 September. A face to face 

meeting of the Gender SWG will be held in Geneva on 18-19 October. 
• An information meeting on the Flash Appeal for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea took place in 

Geneva on 5 September. 
• An ECHA Consultation on Zimbabwe took place on 7 September.  
• Civil-Military Coordination. The 74th UN Civil-Military Coordination Training Course will be held on 9-14 

September in Accra, Ghana. 
• The Humanitarian Information Centre Stakeholders’ Consultation will take place in Geneva on 10-11 September.  
• Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in Emergencies.  

 The next fact to face meeting of the IASC Taskforce on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in 
Emergencies will take place in Geneva on 10-13 September.  

 On 12 September, the IASC Taskforce will present the new IASC Guidelines on Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support in Emergency Settings to the Humanitarian Liaison Working Group in Geneva. 

 On 14 September, WHO will host the official launch of the Guidelines.  
• Clusters.  

 Emergency Shelter Cluster workshops on emergency management will be held in Skovde, Sweden, on 11-20 
September.  

 On 20 September, IFRC will host a meeting on global Training and Capacity Building.  
 The online Survey for Independent Evaluation of the Cluster is ongoing.  
 A face to face meeting of the Global Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Cluster will take place in Geneva on 

25-26 September.  
 The next face to face meeting of the Global Health Cluster will take place in Nairobi, around 26 November.  

• Humanitarian Reform workshops will be held in Niger Dakar, Senegal (regional refresher) and Sudan. Workshops 
are also planned to take place in Haiti and Afghanistan.  

• The Inter-Agency Working Group on Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration will meet shortly.  
 

 



 
 

Health Action in Crises 
WHO is working with partners to address the health aspects of crises in more than 40 countries. Check the Health  

Action in Crises Web site for more details: http://www.who.int/hac/ 
 

4

SUPPORTING THE HEALTH NEEDS OF IRAQIS DISPLACED IN NEIGHBOURING 
COUNTRIES 
On 5 September, WHO hosted a meeting to brief missions in Geneva on the Common Action Framework prepared by 
WHO, UNHCR, UNICEF and UNFPA. The meeting expanded on the preparation of an inter-agency health appeal which 
should be launched on 14 September. WHO reiterated the importance of directly supporting the ministries of health of the 
host countries to encourage them to keep their borders open to Iraqis seeking protection. 
 
 
 

Please send any comments and corrections to crises@who.int 
 
 
MAP DISCLAIMER: The presentation of material on the maps contained herein does not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or areas or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delineation of its frontiers or boundaries. Map source: Perry Castaneda Library Map Collection, 
University of Texas at Austin. 


