
   

This working group shared and analyzed risk 
reduction strategies initiated by a range of 
actors involved in implementing HFA . The 
panelists-from Peru, India and Jamaica–
presented initiatives for hazard mapping, safe 
construction and sustainable livelihoods which 
are being scaled up through grassroots 
women’s partnerships with local and national 
governments. 

 

Effective community led strategies can be 
scaled up with the support of local and national 
government. However, participants recognized 
the challenges of sustaining quality effectiveness 
and dynamic community involvement and own-
ership. 

 

Existing policies and programs do not ade-
quately value the efforts of women and their 
communities in coping with disasters. Nor do 
they build on lessons learned, from community 
actions to cope with disasters. 

 

http://www.disasterwatch.net/resources%20links/Jamaica.pdf 

Grassroots Academy wins International 
Award for Best Practice  

Transfer, Dubai 

Report on National Mechanisms Work-
shop 4.1.4 from National Frameworks to 
Local Action 

 

The Grassroots Women’s International Acad-
emy (GWIA) has won international recognition 
in the sixth cycle of the Dubai International 
Award for Best Practices to Improve the Living 
Environment (DIABP) in the Best Practice 
Transfers category. Representatives of the Nest! 
Foundation that harbours the GWIA archives, 
hosts the GWIA website and has published the 
GWIA handbook, accepted the award on behalf 
of all GWIA participants.  

 
The prize was handed over by the Deputy Ruler 
of Dubai, UAE Minister of Finance and Industry 
and Chairman of Dubai Municipality Sheikh 
Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum and expresses 
recognition of a grassroots practice that has 
been successfully repeated and transferred into 
many contexts, countries and groups across 
continents and continues to serve and spread as 
a valuable format and tool of validating grass-
roots knowledge.  
 
More About GWIA: htt://www.huairou.org  

Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction convened by UNISDR, the International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction (ISDR). Geneva, Switzerland, 5-8,  June 2007.  
 
Suranjana Gupta, Coordinator, Global Program on Community Resilience for GROOTS 
International, delivered a statement on behalf of the Global NGO Network convened by ISDR at 
the opening plenary session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in Geneva 
Switzerland. Read the report at: http://www.disasterwatch.net/resources%20links/update_isdr.htm 
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 Grassroots innovators 

urge policy makers at 
UNISDR Global  Platform 

for Disaster Risk  
Reduction to scale up  
community led risk  
reduction strategies  

Geneva, Switzerland  
June 5-7, 2007  

 
Community leaders with 
partners from local and 
national governments from 
Peru, India and Jamaica 
converged at the United 
Nations ISDR (International 
Strategy for Disaster Re-
duction) First Global Plat-
form for Disaster Risk Re-
duction (DRR). Representing 
different aspects of civil 
society, these representa-
tives contributed to three 
days of high-level dialogue 
working towards enacting 
the Hyogo Framework for 
Action. The global represen-
tatives brought with them a 
message of gender inclusion 
and grassroots empower-
ment, emphasizing the need 
for national platforms to 
include community led action 
in disaster reduction strate-
gies.  
 
The community leaders led a 
formal recommendation 
setting event of the 
UNISDR conference with 
national, local and inter-
governmental officials par-
ticipating. Together these 
actors developed a Report on 
National Mechanisms with 
Action Points which were 
later presented to the 
Global Platform Plenary 
Session to better ensure 
community participation 
while integrating national 
DRR strategies.  
 
Read the Recommendations: 
 
 

This working group shared and analyzed risk 
reduction strategies initiated by a range of 
actors involved in implementing HFA . The 
panelists-from Peru, India and Jamaica–
presented initiatives for hazard mapping, safe 
construction and sustainable livelihoods which 
are being scaled up through grassroots 
women’s partnerships with local and national 
governments. 

 

Effective community led strategies can be 
scaled up with the support of local and national 
government. However, participants recognized 
the challenges of sustaining quality effectiveness 
and dynamic community involvement and own-
ership. 

 

Existing policies and programs do not ade-
quately value the efforts of women and their 
communities in coping with disasters. Nor do 
they build on lessons learned, from community 
actions to cope with disasters. 

National Mechanisms Workshop 4.1.4 from 
National Frameworks to Local Action 

Grassroots Academy wins International 
Award for Best Practice Transfer, Dubai 

http://www.disasterwatch.net/resources%20links/press_releasejune7.htm 

The contributions of 
Grassroots women in the 
field of disaster risk reduc-
tion are recognized at high 
level plenary at the historic 
first convening of the 

http://www.disasterwatch.net/resources%20links/press_releasejune7.htm 
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Empowering Grassroots Women  
to Build Resilient Communities 

Gender Perspective: Working Together for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, Good Practices & Lessons Learned 

Mary Fran Myers Award, 2007 

 
GROOTS International’s Thematic Programme on Com-
munity Resilience seeks to empower grassroots women to 
build resilient communities. This programme emerged 
from member organizations’ work in disaster-hit communi-
ties in India, Turkey, Honduras and Jamaica. Member 
groups found that disaster response programmes were 
opportunities for women to become active participants in 
shaping the futures of their communities. Through their 
participation, grassroots women have developed innovative 
solutions that address practical problems of shelter, credit, 
livelihoods and basic services – all of which lie at the inter-
section of resilience and development.. 
 
What is unique about these grassroots solutions is that 
they also re-position women in the eyes of their families 
and communities. This publication highlights roles that 
grassroots women are playing in building resilient commu-
nities and insights emerging from resilience building efforts 
led by grassroots women in Peru, Jamaica, Honduras, Tur-
key, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and India. 
 
http://www.disasterwatch.net/resources%20links/community_resilience.pdf 

GROOTS International & UNISDR, May 2007 
 
As part of its ongoing efforts facilitated to build a global 
partnership for mainstreaming gender issues into the disas-
ter risk reduction process, the UN/ISDR secretariat, in 
cooperation with GROOTS International, have compiled 
good practices and lessons learned “Gender Perspective: 
Working Together for Disaster Risk Reduction.” This pub-
lication aims to increase the knowledge and understanding 
of the vulnerabilities and risks associated with gender, as it 
presents a collection of 15 practices that showcase the 
valuable contributions of women to the ongoing efforts for 
building resilience against disasters at the community level. 
 
Download at: http://www.unisdr.org/eng/about_isdr/isdr-
publications/09-gender-good-practices/gender-good-practices.pdf 

 

 
The Capacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative (CADRI) was officially launched on July 6 at the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
CADRI is a joint initiative prepared by UNDP’s Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery, the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs and the secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. CADRI’s goal is to advance the generation of knowledge 
and related experience pertinent to developing sustainable capacity for disaster risk reduction. CADRI organized on June 8 the workshop on 
“Capacity Development for Disaster Risk Reduction: Fostering Knowledge, Innovation and Results” which brought together over 50 repre-
sentatives of international, regional and local NGOs and networks, members of ISDR system, inter-governmental organizations and higher 
education and research organizations, and donors.  
 
This was CADRI’s first attempt to establish a working group for further involvement in the development of a wider thematic programme and 
specific means which can advance peer collaboration. Participants discussed about CADRI’s proposed services and its rationale and focus, 
highlighted the existence of information exchange gaps underlying the importance of CADRI to fill them in, and analyzed their current net-
work. Contact: Ms Joanne Burke, burkej@un.org 

Launch of the Capacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative 

Community Involvement in Disaster Risk Reduction -  
Sanghamitra Service Society, Andhra Pradesh 

 
After involving in Disaster Task Force as trainers women keep lead-
ing the group by showing their sincerity and commitment. Even the 
men’s groups admit that women have gained higher respect in the 
community and people are good listeners in their programmes. 
 
Take the case of Malleswari, a good leader who has risen after the 
formation of task force. She had not attended any meeting in her 
village earlier. After involving in this initiative, she is very much con-
fident; is respected in her own community and outside.  Earlier 
women were not coming outside of their houses. After seeing 
Malleswari and other women leaders, women are slowly coming out 
of their shell. They now attend meetings, speak out, visit various 
villages, etc. 
 
Full reprt: http://www.disasterwatch.net/resources%20links/sss_initiatives.pdf 
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As the Executive Director of Swayam Shikshan Prayog (SSP) for 
over 15 years, Prema Gopalan has supported poor rural women in 
building bridges with local government to facilitate democratic proc-
esses that are inclusive of women. The impact of Prema’s work is 
clearly demonstrated by the experience of SSP after the Marath-
wada earthquake of 1993. The Maharashtran government enlisted 
SSP to catalyze resi- dents in 300 villages to 
learn, cooperate, and apply new technology 
and construction techniques, and their 
remaining govern- ment subsidies, to rapidly 
repair their damaged homes. 
 
Under Prema’s lead- ership, the SSP has part-
nered with GROOTS International, an interna-
tional network of grassroots women, and 
served as their secre- tariat. In this role, she 
has facilitated the creation of training 
teams of expert grass- roots community women 
l e a d e r s .  T h e s e women-led teams are 
now available to support and build the capacity of women’s groups 
in high risk and disaster struck lowincome communities across the 
globe. These efforts have been widely recognized as a model of 
good practice in the field. For these initiatives and for her sustained 
work with and on behalf of grassroots women, Prema is recognized 
as an expert in community driven, gender equitable disaster re-
sponse and resilience initiatives which help transform the chaos of 
disasters into opportunities for women to lead and restore their 
communities. 
 
For More details, please visit:  
http://www.gdnonline.org/mfm_award_2007.htm 
 

Prema Gopalan 
Recipient of the  

Mary Fran Myers  
Award 2007 
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Eleven Key Actions for Building Nation's and Communities'  
Resilience to Disasters 
 
Although the sudden and strong tsunami waves were clearly the 
initiating factor in the fatalities and damage, we now know that lack 
of knowledge and inadequate preparation was a major cause of the 
extensive losses and impacts.  
 
Compiled by the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (UN/ISDR) secretariat, the report draws on the experi-
ences of many organisations and individuals during and following the 
tsunami, and explores the need to reduce the risks of disasters. 
 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/AMMF-6XQH6Q?OpenDocument 

Reproductive Health Assessment Toolkit for   
Conflict-Affected Women 

Government Response to the Committee's Seventh Report of 
Session 2005–06 
 
This report is published by the House of Commons International 
Development Committee.  
 
On 2 November 2006 the International Development Committee 
published its Seventh Report of Session 2005–06, Humanitarian 
response to natural disasters, HC 1188–I. On 9 January 2007 we 
received the Government’s response to the Report. It is repro-
duced as Appendix 1 to this Special Report. We are also publish-
ing, as Appendix 2, a letter received in response to the Report 
from the Office of the UK Representative of the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees. 
 
h t t p : / / w w w . p u b l i c a t i o n s . p a r l i a m e n t . u k / p a / c m 2 0 0 5 0 6 / c m s e l e c t /

 
The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) issues these Guide-
lines to enable humanitarian actors to plan, establish and coordinate 
a set of minimum multi-sectoral responses to protect and improve 
people’s mental health and psychosocial well-being in the midst of 
an emergency. 
 
The Guidelines offer essential advice on how to facilitate an inte-
grated approach to address the most urgent mental health and psy-
chosocial issues in emergency situations. 
 
http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/_tools/download.asp?docID=2276&type=pdf 

 
The following methodologies and case studies were collected and 
analysed by Cape Town University, Ben Wisner and the ProVen-
tion Consortium Secretariat as part of a  ProVention project. 
Guidance notes give a brief overview of the case studies and 
methodologies and allow users to identify the most appropriate 
assessment methodologies and applications. A  search tool allows 
users to carry out searches in methodologies and case studies 
according to a wide range of predetermined categories. A  glos-
sary gives brief definitions of key terms used in the guidance 
notes and in the search tool. For further information about com-
munity based disaster risk management and participatory tools, 
check our  additional links. 
 
http://www.proventionconsortium.org/?pageid=43 

The 2004-05 Survey on the Enhanced Commitments to Women 
(ECW) was a comprehensive quantitative study in 48 countries* 
showing how WFP's 2003-2007 Gender Policy is currently imple-
mented. It serves as a baseline for comparison with results from a 
follow-up study, to be undertaken in 2007. 
 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/JBRN-728HSQ?OpenDocument 

Lessons for a Safer Future: Drawing on the Experience of 
the Indian Ocean Tsunami Disaster 

IASC Guidelines on Mental Health and Psychosocial  
Support in Emergency Settings 

Humanitarian response to natural disasters 

Enhanced Commitments to Women to Ensure Food  
Security: Key baseline survey findings 

Community Risk Assessment methodologies and case studies 

 
ProVention Consortium 
 
Together with the IFRC, ProVention organised a workshop in Pa-
nama from January 29-31, 2007 to share experience and ideas for 
strengthening the social analysis components in post-disaster rapid 
impact/vulnerability assessment. 
 
As experience with recent disasters has shown, comprehensive 
assessment of damage, losses, needs, vulnerabilities and capacities 
plays a key part in providing effective frameworks for recovery. 
 
http://www.proventionconsortium.org/?pageid=32&projectid=26 

 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), US 
Department of Health and Human Services DHHS), officially 
began a refugee program in 1998 and has since increased the 
program’s focus on refugee reproductive health.  
 
DRH defines refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) as 
all populations affected by conflict, including those in the emer-
gency phase, those in post-emergency camps, those returning to 
their countries of origin, and those who have integrated into the 
local host community. 
 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/TBRL-73NRGN/$FILE/cdc-reprod_toolkit-
may2007.pdf?OpenElement 

Strengthening the Social Analysis Component in Rapid 
Impact and Vulnerability Assessment 

 
This report ‘Because I am a Girl’ is a significant contribution to 
the efforts to document discrimination against girls and fight gen-
der inequality. Even though women and girls represent over 50 
per cent of the world’s population, they occupy second-class 
status in every society. Gender inequality is pervasive and it be-
gins before a girl child is even born. In every part of the world, 
families and societies treat girls and boys differently, with girls 
facing greater discrimination and accessing fewer opportunities 
and little or sub-standard education, health care and nutrition. 
 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/TBRL-73ARJL/$FILE/plan-
becauseiamagirl-may2007.pdf?OpenElement 

Because I am girl. PLAN International 
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By Hari Srinivas, UEMRI, April 2007 
 
An additional dimension to be considered for the needs of very 
low-income households is the role of the informal economic sector. 
In developing countries, 40 to 90 percent of all economic activities 
happen informally; 30 to 70 percent live in informal settlements, and 
more than 40-60 percent of economic investments takes place using 
informal credit/finance. 
 
http://www.gdrc.org/uem/disasters/ 

National Disaster Management Guidelines:  Management 
of Earthquakes 

 
An assessment of capacities, gaps and opportunities toward build-
ing a comprehensive global early warning system for all natural 
hazards, is now on-line available. 
 
http://www.unisdr.org/ppew/info-resources/ewc3/Global-Survey-of-Early-Warning-Systems.pdf 

Consultation version 
 
This pocket-sized booklet clarifies a few terms that both the climate 
change and disaster risk reduction disciplines use but often use 
differently, so as to avoid possible sources of confusion. 
 
This edition is a product of the Working Group on Climate Change 
and Disaster Risk Reduction of the Inter-Agency Task Force on 
Disaster Reduction (IATF/DR) led by UNDP, IDS and the ISDR 
secretariat. 
 
http://www.unisdr.org/eng/risk-reduction/climate-change/on-better-terms/On-better-terms.pdf This is a theoretical discussion drawing from a diverse body of 

literature from political theory, philosophy, and the social sciences, 
to the work of peace and conflict studies and practitioners of rec-
onciliation and conflict management. 
 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/JBRN-73EK8C/$FILE/berghof-conflictmanagement-
may07.pdf?OpenElement 

Provention Consortium, April 2007 
 
A review and discussion of key themes, challenges and potential 
contributions to be made by ProVention in promoting disaster risk 
reduction. 
 
http://www.proventionconsortium.org/themes/default/pdfs/Forum_2007_report.pdf 

Disaster Management: A Role for the Private Sector 

On Better Terms: A Glance at Key Climate Change and 
Disaster Risk Reduction Concepts 

Final Version of the Global Survey of Early  
Warning Systems 

Making Disaster Risk Reduction Work 

Identity and Victimhood: Questions for Conflict  
Management Practice 

 
Deeply entrenched gender inequities perpetuate the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic in Botswana and Swaziland, the two countries with the 
highest HIV prevalence in the world.10 The legal systems in both 
countries grant women lesser status than men, restricting property, 
inheritance and other rights. Social, economic and cultural practices 
create, enforce and perpetuate legalized gender inequalities and 
discrimination in all aspects of women's lives.  
 
 
Neither country has met its obligations under international human 
rights law. As a result, women continue to be disproportionately 
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. This is most starkly demonstrated by the 
association of gender discriminatory beliefs and sexual risk-taking 
documented in this report. In Botswana, participants who held 
three or more gender discriminatory beliefs had 2.7 times the odds 
of having unprotected sex in the past year with a non-primary part-
ner as those who held fewer beliefs. In Swaziland, those surveyed 
who held 6 or more discriminatory attitudes had twice the odds of 
having multiple sexual partners than those who held less than 6. 
 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/TBRL-73PLT2/$FILE/PHR-genderandHIV-may2007.pdf?
OpenElement 

 
These Guidelines consist of three broad sections:  
 
(a) the  context and approach to the management of earthquakes 
in India; (b) an outline of the specific Guidelines; and (c) a broad 
overview of the DM plans to be prepared by the central ministries 
and departments, state governments, other stakeholders and nodal 
agencies. View full report: 
 
http://www.disasterwatch.net/resources%20links/Earthquake.pdf 

Epidemic of Inequality: Women's Rights and HIV/AIDS in 
Botswana & Swaziland 

 
Impact Measurement and Accountability in Emergencies 
 
The Good Enough Guide helps busy field workers to address these 
questions. It offers a set of basic guidelines on how to be account-
able to local people and measure programme impact in emergency 
situations. Its 'good enough' approach emphasises simple and prac-
tical solutions and encourages the user to choose tools that are 
safe, quick, and easy to implement. 
 
http://publications.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam/display.asp?isbn=0855985941 

OXFAM Good Enough Guide 
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Global Network of NGOs for Disaster Risk Reduction 

 
The network is aimed at facilitating sharing of information and 
knowledge on disaster risk reduction among NGOs and civil soci-
ety organizations, providing easier access to global resources for 
disaster risk redcution, and influencing global policy in a more  
effective manner. The network was officially launched during the 
Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. As a result of the 
meetings and discussions taking place among NGOs during the 
Global Platform, it was also agreed that NGOs will take the lead 
on this process and will be further advancing the development of 
the Global Network initiated by the ISDR secretariat. 
 
A Steering Group has been recommended to provide guidance on 
the development of the Global Network of NGOs. The Steering 
Group will be comprised of the former “core members” that  
supported the development of the Global Network throughout 
the period October 2006 - June 2007. Visit: www.unisdr.org/ngos or  
 
Contact: Mr. Marcus Oxley, marcus.oxley@tearfund.org 
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Launch of Third Round of Grants  
ProVention Consortium 

 
Deadline: July 15, 2007 

 
The ProVention Consortium is pleased to announce the launch 
of the 2007-2008 Research & Action Grants for Disaster Risk 
Reduction. Students and young professionals from developing 
countries are invited to propose creative projects and innova-
tive ideas for support. The Request for Proposals [word file, 
0.3MB] provides guidelines and templates to submit proposals. 
(Please note that the Request for Proposals was updated on 21 
June 2007 and that this revised version should be used to ap-
ply.) The application deadline is 15 July 2007. 
 
The Research and Action Grants for Disaster Risk Reduction pro-
gramme is designed to engage enthusiastic young students and pro-
fessionals in developing countries in creating innovative links be-
tween research and action in disaster risk reduction. Applicants are 
invited to seek ways to cut across professional disciplines and to 
exchange knowledge and engage stakeholders from scientific and 
academic ,  c i v i l i an ,  pub l i c  and pr ivate  sectors .  
Applicants and up to 4 additional team members must be under 35 
years of age at the time of application, and must be citizens of a 
developing country (low to middle income, see World Bank defini-
t i on ) .   For  more  deta i l s ,  p lease  v i s i t :   
http://www.proventionconsortium.org  

 
Disaster Brief E-newsletter from Disaster Watch, an initiative of Huairou Commission and  

GROOTS International  to support the growth & development of women-centered  
community based, post disaster response. Co-ordinated by Swayam Shikshan Prayog, India  
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YWCA International Women's Summit, Women's  
Leadership on HIV and AIDS: July 4-7, 2007,  
Nairobi 
 
These events present an exciting opportunity to take ac-
count of grassroots women's efforts to provide care for 
the sick, support sustainable livelihoods, secure land ten-
ure and property rights and engage with local authorities 
to increase transparency in aid distribution - all within the 
context of HIV and AIDS. 
 
The Academy will be a learning and teaching exchange 
between GROOTS Africa members and other members 
of the Huairou Commission and GROOTS International 
from Africa, Latin America, South Asia and the Asia/
Pacific. At the Summit, stakeholders ranging from YWCA 
delegates, women living with HIV and AIDS, researchers, 
activists, donors and representatives from governments, 
the United Nations and other multilateral agencies will 
attend.   
 
See the report at 
: http://www.disasterwatch.net/resources links/ywca.pdf 

New BRIDGE Cutting Edge Pack:  
'Gender and Indicators' 

 
 
 
We are excited to announce that in July, BRIDGE will 
publish 'Gender and Indicators' - the latest in our series 
of Cutting Edge Packs. We hope that you will find this 
an engaging and useful resource. And we welcome any 
feedback you may have - both positive and negative! 
 
 
To maximise the reach and impact of the Pack, we are 
trying to identify people/organisations who are most 
likely to need, use and value this resource. If you have 
any suggestions about who we should send the Pack to-
both gender and non-gender specialists-we would be 
very grateful if you could reply to Elaine Mercer 
(e.mercer@ids.ac.uk) with their contact details. 
 
http://www.bridge.ids.ac.uk 

“Dealing with Disasters” Conference, 
5-6, September 2007 

 
This two-day conference, organised by Northumbria University, 
the University of Teesside and the University of Glamorgan will 
explore and highlight resilience, response, investigation and 
recovery strategies for dealing with both natural and man-made 
disasters nationally and in an international context. 
 
http://northumbria.ac.uk/static/5007/disaster_2007_rev.pdf 

CRED Summer Course 2007 

 
CRED/UCL and Harvard Humanitarian Initiative are  
organising a summer course on Assessing Public Health in 
Emergency Situations (APHES) on July 16-27, 2007 in 
Brussels. 
 
For more information, visit: http://www.cred.be/ 
E-mail: cred@esp.ucl.ac.be 

GROOTS International Huairou Commission  
www.disasterwatch.net 

www.huairou.org 
www.groots.org 

The Grassroots Academy is a conference by and for grassroots women leaders from Latin America and the Caribbean to share their 
experiences, knowledge and skills. Among diverse women representing grassroots organizations from rural and urban areas, we will 
debate the political issues that form the context for our work, such as decentralization and access to land, housing and markets. 
 
Participation in this event is limited and by invitation only. The criteria for participation are based on the goal of having a participant 
group of 75% grassroots leaders and 25% professional allies.  
Registration Fee: $125.  
Special consideration will be made to waive the fee if this is a limiting factor for any participant.. Fore more details: www.groots.org  

Grassroots Academy in Latin America and the Caribbean: An opportunity for grassroots women’s  
organizations to network and share knowledge, strengthening their presence in the region. August 1-4, 2007 | 


