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Issue 63- 26th April 2007 

-------------------------------------------  

 
NCCI is currently enhancing the capacities of 

its website server. Accordingly, access to 
articles on the website might be difficult for 

the next few weeks until the completion of the 
maintenance work. Please apologies for this 

small disagreement.

“Humanitarian imperative comes first” 
 
Height million people are estimated to be in need of immediate assistance as a 
consequence of the Iraq humanitarian crisis.  Amongst them, 4 millions are reported to 
be displaced and over 4 million people were considered as food insecure inside Iraq in 
2005, when the overall situation was not as bad as it is today. 
 
The humanitarian situation has arisen as a combination of degraded basic services, loss 
of livelihoods and rampant inflation which have increased the vulnerability of the 
people. As the last UNAMI Human Rights Office report show, the affected population 
also face escalating violence, human rights violations and a crisis of protection all of 
which contribute to a spiralling crisis.  At the same time the increase in violence has 
severely constrained humanitarian space, and relief provisions have all but ceased.  
Obviously, the situation is not consistent across the country.  
 
Iraq is in a crisis of protection, human rights must be observed and protected and basic 
services must be restored immediately. Political resolution to the causes of the crisis 
must occur in parallel with assisting the lives and livelihoods of all Iraqis. The clear 
implication is that humanitarian assistance is needed in Iraq immediately. Even if 
current conditions did not deteriorate further, humanitarian assistance is nonetheless 
urgently needed. Recognition of and actions to assist vulnerable communities 
are in place, but as conditions have worsened assistance has not kept pace 
in terms of quantity and quality of aid and in terms of consistency.   
 
The implications are that the Government, foreign representations and International 
Organisations that are implanted within the International Zone, skews their perception 
of the situation faced on the ground and have lost the opportunity to access the 
population and hot spots.  
 
A key element in addressing the humanitarian crises on the ground is for relief and aid 
agencies to have access to the areas where they are assisting the vulnerable. With 
growing acknowledgement by the international community that there is indeed a 
humanitarian crisis in Iraq, this issue take a more important place in the discussions 
about humanitarian aid in Iraq. 
 
NGOs play a vital role providing support to affected people. NGOs that adhere to the 
Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and 
NGOs and deliver humanitarian aid need to distinguish themselves from other types of 
agencies emphasizing their neutrality and impartiality. Currently, NGOs have adapted 
to the current climate of distrust and uncertainty in Iraq by being very conservative in 
the information they share and in being careful with whom they are publicly associated 
with in Iraq. 
 
NGOs have adapted and responded to the changing landscape in Iraq, using their 
mandate, charter and the above-mentioned Code of Conduct as reference points to 
guide their actions. The ability to respond however is often constrained by a lack of 
neutral and flexible funding that supports NGOs core functions as opposed to definite 
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actions anchored to a specific budget line. Furthermore, the withdrawal of some donors and 
limited funds from other sources, for the humanitarian assistance provided by many NGOs 
may significantly decrease the number of active NGOs, in spite of the evident acute 
humanitarian needs. 
 
Coordination mechanisms, such as NCCI, serve a vital role in the humanitarian context, 
providing opportunities for NGOs to maintain their independence, and when needed, to use a 
coordination platform and the perception of non-affiliation with organisations that can 
compromise their efforts within communities and the safety of their staff and aid workers. At 
the same time, it allows for a pooling of information and a platform from which it can be 
conveyed in a coherent manner to the appropriate audience. Furthermore, it can facilitate the 
identification of gaps in aid assistance and better responses.  
 
In order to better answer to humanitarian needs, NGOs and NCCI have decided to activate a 
field-based emergency network that will improve the quality of aid responses by centralising 
and securing information on existing actors, improve field linkages, and continue to link 
NGOs with the Amman based international community. 
 
In the short term, there appears to be no way to address the protection vacuum in much of 
Iraq. MNF-I are incapable of protecting even themselves, while the Iraqi authorities cannot 
access many of those in need. The rule of law, governance, and macro-economic improvement 
cannot be tackled by humanitarian actors seeking to respond to emergency needs.  
 
However, there are urgent needs to which humanitarian actors can be expected to respond, 
and ways in which they can do so. Humanitarian actors have obligations to uphold the rights 
of the people of Iraq to receive adequate humanitarian assistance through the provision of 
adequate shelter and resources including food rations and nutritional supplements, clean 
water, fuel, clothing, and the provision of medical attention to those who are injured or sick. 
Humanitarian actors can also play a vital role as advocates about the needs and situation of 
the people of Iraq.  
 
Nowadays, most of the attention has spotlighted the refugees’ problem, which should indeed 
be addressed, and a lot of stakeholders are looking to assess what is going on in the region, 
and are also in need of a better understanding of what are the realities beyond the over-
protected International zone and behind the newly planned walls.  
 
Therefore, we would like to call them to address the roots of the problems and to meet the 
needs of the affected people giving increased support to NGOs, as neutral and impartial key 
actors on the ground; to help develop a more coordinated, flexible and locally-based 
humanitarian response; to ensure that International Humanitarian Law is always and fully 
respected and the need for the International leadership to acknowledge their equal 
responsibility to engage and assist Iraqis. 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
SSaallaamm,,    

NNCCCCII  TTeeaamm  
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____________________________________ 
Humanitarian Updates 
From NCCI, NGOs’ reports from the field and UN agencies 
 

Advocacy 
 
- Quarterly Human Rights Report #10 – In English and In 

Arabic 
 Source: UNAMI
 Document: Report 
 Date: April 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
UNAMI HRO’s Human Rights Report, previously published on a bimonthly basis, will henceforth be issued on a 
quarterly basis. The report, which details serious and widespread human rights violations, is intended to assist 
the Government of Iraq in ensuring protection of basic human rights and respect for the rule of law. Given 
prevailing security conditions and the nature of the violence engulfing many parts of the country, UNAMI 
recognizes the enormous difficulties facing the Iraqi Government in its efforts to restore law and order. Its law 
enforcement personnel are under relentless attack by insurgency groups, and both Sunni and Shi’a armed 
groups carry out direct attacks on civilians through suicide bombings, abductions and extrajudicial executions 
while making no distinction between civilians and combatants. Such systematic or widespread attacks against a 
civilian population are tantamount to crimes against humanity and violate the laws of war, and their perpetrators 
are subject to prosecution. 

 
- Televised 'confessions', torture and unfair trials underpin 

world's fourth highest executioner 
 Source: Amnesty International
 Document: Statement and Report 
 Date: April 26, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Iraqi authorities are increasingly imposing the death penalty including after pretrial televised "confessions", 
uninvestigated allegations of torture and unfair trials, according to a new report from Amnesty International. Iraq 
has now become the country with the fourth highest number of executions after China, Iran and Pakistan, with 
the execution of at least 65 people last year. Since reinstatement of the death penalty in mid 2004, more than 
270 people have been sentenced to death and at least a hundred people have been executed. The broadcast of 
televised "confessions" ceased in late 2005 but many of those who appeared continue to be held on death row 
or have been executed. 

 The full report: Unjust and unfair: The death penalty in Iraq
 
- Iraqi Women Movement Memorandum for Constitutional 

Review 
 Source: Women Organisations 
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 21, 2007 
 Access: Open 
In their endless pursuit to take part in building a free democratic society, women organizations in Iraq, have 
presented a memorandum to the Constitutional Review Committee (CRC), where they included several 
principles that can be considered as the basic grounds to enhance and strengthen the sovereignty of law, 
dedicating values of justice and equality amongst Iraqi citizens without discrimination, 
 
- Build peace not walls! 
 Source: FIDH
 Document: Statement 
 Date: April 22, 2007 
 Access: Open 
FIDH firmly condemns the erection of a three-mile-long concrete wall separating Sunnis from Shiites in the 
Adhamiya district situated, northern Baghdad. Furthermore, FIDH is concerned by the fact that this wall officially 
seeks, in the name of security, to divide citizens of a same country essentially justified on sectarian 
considerations. By further stigmatising communities in conflict, the US administration risks a further 
“balkanisation” of Iraq. 
 

http://www.uniraq.org/FileLib/misc/HR Report Jan Mar 2007 EN.pdf
http://www.uniraq.org/FileLib/misc/HR Report Jan Mar 2007 AR.pdf
http://www.uniraq.org/FileLib/misc/HR Report Jan Mar 2007 AR.pdf
http://www.uniraq.org/
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE140202007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE140202007
http://web.amnesty.org/
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE140142007
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1710
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1710
http://www.fidh.org/article.php3?id_article=4210
http://www.fidh.org/
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Operational Space 
 
 
- NGOs – OCHA relations 
 Source: NCCI
 Document: Minutes of Meeting 
 Date: April 22, 2007 
 Access: Members 
As a follow up to the April 12th 2007 brainstorming session between NGOs on the positioning of the NGO 
community vis a vis the United Nations system and donors, the purpose of this meeting held the 22nd of April 
was to introduce and discuss the structure, and plans of OCHA, the difficulties/opportunities NGOs might 
encounter, and the relations NGOs and NCCI should build with them. 
 
 
- « ll faut aider les Irakiens à rester chez eux » - In French 
 Source: Tribune des Droits Humains
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 21, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Même si les meurtres et enlèvements de coopérants en Irak - et dans d’autres zones de guerre - défraient 
régulièrement la chronique, les opérateurs humanitaires continuent d’assister les victimes au péril de leur propre 
vie. Kasra Mofarah, un franco-iranien au cœur de l’action, participait les 17 et 18 avril à Genève à la conférence 
sur l’Irak organisée par le HCR pour attirer l’attention de la communauté internationale sur l’urgence de la crise 
humanitaire. Interview 
 
 

Humanitarian Needs and Assistance 
 
 
- UNHCR Geneva Conference - April 17-18, 2007  
 Source: Various 
 Document: Statements 
 Date: April 26, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Following of the last week’s selection of the statements that have been read during the conference. 
 

 Statement of the Representative of the Secretary-General on the human 
rights of IDPs, Walter Kälin

 Statement of UNRWA Commissioner General
 Statement of the US Delegation

 
 
- Iraq’s Desperate Exodus 
 Source: New York Times
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 22, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Four years of war have exacted a terrible toll on Iraqis, with no end in sight. The administration needs to be 
doing a lot more. It needs to ensure that the most threatened refugees — usually those who have worked with 
American forces — can find safe haven here. It should provide generous assistance, well beyond the $18 million 
it has now pledged, to the United Nations refugee agency, to help poor countries like Jordan and Syria cope with 
the large numbers already there. Washington also needs to begin serious and detailed discussions with all of 
Iraq’s neighbors — including Syria and Iran — on how to lessen the violence inside Iraq and help those who try 
to escape it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1703
http://www.ncciraq.org/
http://www.humanrights-geneva.info/article.php3?id_article=1555
http://www.humanrights-geneva.info/a
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1698
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/AMMF-72ECHK?OpenDocument
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/AMMF-72ECHK?OpenDocument
http://www.un.org/unrwa/news/statements/2007/IraqConf_18Apr07.html
http://www.us-mission.ch/Press2007/0417dOBRIANSKYunhcr.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/22/opinion/22sun2.html?th&emc=th
http://www.nytimes.com/
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NGOs, International Organisations and UN Agencies’ communication  
 

- EU to give up to 18 million euros for Iraqi refugees 
 Source: Alertnet
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The European Commission will spend up to 18 million euros ($24.46 million) to help refugees fleeing chronic 
insecurity in Iraq, the bloc's top migration official told Reuters on Friday. "It's 18 million (euros), I'll announce it 
today," EU Justice and Migration Commissioner Franco Frattini said. A Frattini aide said 11 million euros was for 
humanitarian aid in the region, while EU states would receive up to 7 million euros to help them take in refugees.  
 
- Louis Michel to visit the Middle East to assess the 

humanitarian situation 
 Source: European Commission
 Document: Press Release 
 Date: April 24, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Louis Michel, the EU's Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, will visit the Middle East from 
April 25-29, including Israel, the Palestinian Territories, Jordan and Syria. He will assess, first hand, the 
humanitarian situation in the region which hosts one of the biggest refugee and displaced populations in the 
world. He will notably visit refugee camps in Palestine and Iraq. He will also have discussions with the 
Commission's implementing partners concerning the provision of relief assistance. He will also meet leading 
politicians in the region and deliver a speech on the humanitarian dimension of the Middle-East Peace Process 
at a conference on humanitarian issues. Louis Michel will visit humanitarian projects funded by the Commission 
and will take stock of the situation with the various partners on the ground. 
 
 

Health & Mental Health  
 
- An Assessment of PDS in Iraq 
 Source: WFP
 Document: Report 
 Date: April 21, 2007 
 Access: Members 
WFP’s baseline survey published in 2004 and the report of Food Security and Vulnerability Analysis in Iraq, 
published in 2006, concluded that the PDS represented the single most important indicator in the analysis of 
food insecurity in Iraq. It added that a significant part of the population faced real difficulties in accessing 
adequate food and many others were vulnerable because of their high dependency on the PDS. Without this 
ration, many lower-income households would not be able to meet their food requirements.  
 
 
- Lifesaving immunization drive for 3.9 million children in 

Iraq 
 Source: UNICEF
 Document: Press release 
 Date: April 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
In one of the biggest humanitarian operations in Iraq in the last two years, a wave of 8,000 vaccinators will set 
out across the country starting this Sunday to prevent a possible outbreak of measles amongst Iraq’s children – 
many of whom have not received their routine immunization as a result of insecurity. The ambitious 
immunization drive will last for two weeks and aim to bring the Measles, Mumps & Rubella (MMR) combined 
vaccine to as many of the 3.9 million Iraqi child aged between one and five years old as possible. 

 
- Emergency services lack capacity 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 22, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Last Wednesday's four attacks in Baghdad, in which more than 200 people died, have highlighted how 
overstretched the country's emergency services are during major attacks, said doctors and emergency services 
workers. 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L20733159.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/field/gaza/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/field/gaza/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1705
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_39422.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_39422.html
http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=71741
http://www.irinnews.org/ME.asp
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- Doctors warn of summer dehydration among children and 
the elderly 

 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Doctors are warning of a possible increase in diseases among children and the elderly as Iraq's hot summer 
months begin. Dehydration, cholera and bacterial infections are of the greatest concern, they say. 
 
 

IDPs  
 
- An Assessment of IDPs in Iraq 
 Source: WFP
 Document: Report 
 Date: April 21, 2007 
 Access: Members 
The Sub Group on Food Issues for IDPs was formed on 24 January 2007 as one of the 6 proposed sub groups 
to deal with protection issues for IDPs. The Sub Group is composed of UN agencies, IOM and NGOs involved in 
food issues and distribution and headed by WFP. The sub group has been following the displacement trend to 
respond should the situation deteriorate further as the being the case at the moment. The sub group has further 
initiated an action through its network of staff currently in all the 18 governorates of Iraq to collect available 
information to help to determine IDPs food needs and what the group may be able to do. This report is one of 
the outcomes of that effort and it will be followed by preparing an operational scenario that would contain steps 
of how to deal with the situation in the country. 
 
- Shelter challenges and responses 
 Source: UNHCR
 Document: Summary 
 Date: April 21, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Summary of challenges and responses regarding the shelter matter for IDPs. 
 
- Sub-group on Food Issues - Draft 
 Source: WFP
 Document: Minutes of Meeting 
 Date: April 22, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Minutes of Meeting of the last meeting held on the 16th of April 
 

- Sub-group on Food Issues 
 Source: WFP
 Document: Minutes of meeting 
 Date: March 26, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Minutes of Meeting of the meeting held on the 26th of March 
 
 

Refugees  
 

- "I Am Now a Refugee" - The Iraqi Crisis That Has No Name 
 Source: Tom Dispatch – Dahr Jamail
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
For the last two weeks, I've been in Syria, visiting refugee centers and camps, the offices and employees of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and poor neighborhoods in Damascus that are 
filling up with desperate, almost penniless Iraqi refugees, sometimes living 15 to a room. In statistical and 
human terms, these few days offered a small window into the magnitude of a catastrophe that is still unfolding 
and shows no sign of abating in any immediately imaginable future. Let's start with the numbers, inadequate as 
they are. 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=71703
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=71703
http://www.irinnews.org/ME.asp
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1704
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1707
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1709
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1708
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.tomdispatch.com/index.mhtml?emx=x&pid=188872
http://www.tomdispatch.com/
http://www.dahrjamailiraq.com/
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- Victims of terror aren't terrorists 
 Source: Los Angeles Times
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: April 24, 2007 
 Access: Open 
During a recent trip to the Middle East, I talked with many refugees who seemed to deserve resettlement in the 
U.S. but may never get it. Even though they have been brutalized by the factional fighting in Iraq, the U.S. 
government might label them supporters of terrorism. The first of the 7,000 Iraqi refugees to be resettled this 
year in the U.S. has yet to arrive. So there is still time to pass legislation, or reform the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, to apply definitions that don't turn victims of terrorism into supposed terrorists themselves. 

 
 

Education – Child Protection  
 
 
-  Educational Needs Assessment of Iraqi Refugees in Lebanon 
 Source: NRC
 Document: Report 
 Date: April 21, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Objectives of the Educational Needs Assessment: Assess the educational needs of the target group – Iraqi 
refugee children and youth living in Lebanon; Identify factors that lead to Iraqi refugee children in Lebanon being 
denied their right to education, and thereby combat child labour and the sexual exploitation of children and; Offer 
proposals that ensure access to education and that all Iraqi refugee children achieve their academic potential. 
 
 

Human Rights  
 
 

- U.N. to omit civilian casualties in report 
 Source: AP
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 21, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The United Nations will not include Iraqi civilian casualty figures in its next human rights report, a spokesman 
said yesterday, omitting what many had viewed as a rare, reliable indicator of suffering in Iraq. The U.N. has 
said its figures were compiled with information from the Iraqi Health Ministry, hospitals across the country and 
the Medico-Legal Institute in Baghdad. Iraqi officials have complained that the numbers were too high. 
 
 
- Yazidi minority demands protection after killings 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Members of the Yazidi religious minority have asked the Iraqi government and international NGOs to protect 
them after gunmen on Sunday killed 23 Yazidis in Mosul, northern Iraq. Yazidis are members of a culturally 
Kurdish, syncretistic religious group, which is neither Christian nor Muslim, who worship an angelic figure 
considered by some Muslims and Christians to be the devil. The group is pre-Islamic. While most of its 
adherents live in northern Iraq, smaller communities live in Syria, Iran, Turkey, Armenia, Georgia and Russia. 
 
 
- A coverup of torture, racism and complicity in war crimes 
 Source: Guardian
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Images of the battered, bloodied, bruised face of Baha Mousa, tortured to death while in detention with British 
troops under the Iraq occupation, should have shocked the nation when they appeared last week. Instead, most 
media outlets chose to ignore them. By comparison, when Canadian troops meted out similar treatment to a 
prisoner in Somalia in the 1990s, the result was a five-year public inquiry and spring-clean of the military justice 
system. What is going on? 

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-husarska23apr23,0,1785714.story?coll=la-opinion-underdog
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1706
http://www.flyktninghjelpen.no/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/world/20070420-101515-2933r.htm
http://www.ap.org/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=71755
http://www.irinnews.org/ME.asp
http://www.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,2063351,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
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Iraq Context 
Through some general reports and articles 
 

General Overview 
 

- Iraq Crisis Report (IraqHAR) 
 Source: Centre of Excellence on Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
 Document: Weekly report 
 Date: April 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A weekly Iraq humanitarian assistance report Compiled by Pacific Disaster Management Information Network 
 
- Juan Cole’s informed comment’s excerpts 
 Source: Informed Comment – Juan Cole’s Web Blog.
 Document: Selection of daily comments 
 Date: April 20 to 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Juan Cole is a Professor of Modern Middle East and South Asian History at the University of Michigan. As such 
he brings daily much needed expertise and historical perspective to issues surrounding Iraq, Afghanistan and 
the Middle East. Good reading to have a weekly review of the Iraq daily situation. 
 
 

Non-Violence and Reconciliation 
 
- Iraq and the Kurds: Resolving the Kirkuk Crisis 
 Source: International Crisis Group
 Document: Report 
 Date: April 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A new approach is urgently needed to settle the status of Kirkuk, where security is deteriorating and an 
explosion of ethnic tensions could destroy any gains anticipated from the U.S. surge in Baghdad. Iraq and the 
Kurds: Resolving the Kirkuk Crisis,* the latest International Crisis Group report, examines the northern Iraqi city 
and region which are ethnically mixed and rich in oil. Two factors are to blame for growing tensions: Kurdistan 
Regional Government insistence on a status referendum by year’s end, despite bitter Arab and Turkoman 
community opposition; and exploitation by Jihadi fighters, who have found fertile ground for chaos by 
exacerbating communal tensions. 
 
 

Human Living Conditions 
 
- One Woman's Story of Strength and Perseverance in Iraq 
 Source: CHF
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 24, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The sad truth of war is that it most often hurts civilians and innocent bystanders the most, shattering any 
semblance of stability and shelter characteristic of everyday life. This is the story of Sabeen*, a wife and mother 
of five, whose husband was taken prisoner during the Iraq-Iran war – leaving her to care for their five children 
alone. 
 
- Crying for Bilal 
 Source: Thoughts from Baghdad Blog
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: April 18 to 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Day 1: Today I found out that Bilal was kidnapped from university. Day 2: the kidnappers called again today, and 
restated their demands for $25,000. Day 3: They paid the ransom today. But basically, Bilal is still not home. 
Day 4: Bilal is still not home. Day 5: They killed Bilal on Thursday, April 19, 2007. His body was found today, 
Saturday, April 21, 2007. Day 6: It's been six days, and the ordeal is finally over. Six hellish days. 

http://coe-dmha.org/HARIraq.cfm
http://coe-dmha.org/index.htm
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=1711
http://www.juancole.com/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/middle_east___north_africa/iraq_iran_gulf/64_iraq_and_the_kurds_resolving_the_kirkuk_crisis.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/
http://www.chfhq.org/content/general/detail/4943
http://www.chfhq.org/
http://www.uruknet.de/?s1=1&p=32341&s2=23
http://thoughtsfrombaghdad.blogspot.com/
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- Iraqis turn to tattoos as indelible IDs 
 Source: Los Angeles Times
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
With violent deaths all around them, some Shiites opt for distinctive marks so loved ones could identify them. In 
Iraq, it has come to this: Faced with the omnipresent specter of death, an increasing number of people, mainly 
Shiite men, are willing to contravene social taboo to accommodate it. In the recent past, however, tattoos took 
on a different role: They were usually worn by men of the lowest classes and became a way to identify 
prisoners' bodies in case they were tortured to death by guards. Repressed by Saddam Hussein, Shiites make 
up the bulk of the lower classes, which might explain why they're more willing than Sunnis to get tattooed. 

 
 

Violence 
 
- After Iraqi Troops Do Dirty Work, 3 Detainees Talk 
 Source: New York Times
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 22, 2007 
 Access: Open 
As American and Iraqi troops set up these outposts in dangerous neighborhoods to take on the insurgents block 
by block, they find themselves continually facing lethal attacks. In practice, the Americans and Iraqis seem to 
have different answers about what tactics are acceptable in response. Beatings like this, which are usually hard 
to verify but appear to be widespread given the fears about the Iraqi security forces frequently expressed by 
ordinary Iraqis, present the Americans with a largely undiscussed dilemma. 
 
 
- Insurgents unveil alternative cabinet and first minister for 

Iraq 
 Source: Scotsman
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Rita Katz, director of the US-based SITE Institute which monitors militant postings, said the Cabinet 
announcement meant to enforce the message that the group was "serious about going forward and establishing 
the state they've announced as their plan." 

 
- Troops in Diyala Face a Skilled, Flexible Foe 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
In Diyala province northeast of Baghdad, the American military is engaged in an intractable guerrilla fight against 
an elusive and sophisticated enemy more deadly than many battle-hardened soldiers have ever encountered in 
Iraq. The attacks on U.S. and Iraqi soldiers here have risen sharply in recent months, a problem compounded by 
an influx of fighters in search of safer havens outside Baghdad. Many of the insurgents are well-trained, highly 
mobile fighters who refuse to get dragged into open confrontations in which American forces can deploy their 
overpowering weaponry. The insurgents "fight in small numbers, they try and hit you through subterfuge, they 
like using snipers. These guys know what they're doing. They're controlled, their planning is good, their human 
intel network and early-warning networks are effective." 

 
- An Iraqi Massacre Rooted in Interfaith Love 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The bad blood began to rise a few months ago in northern Iraq with the kind of interfaith love so reviled by Iraq's 
religious extremists: A Muslim woman eloped with a member of the tiny Yazidi religious sect. It erupted in a 
massacre Sunday, police said, when Sunni gunmen in Mosul hijacked a busload of mostly Yazidi workers from a 
nearby town and shot and killed 23 of them, one by one. 

 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-tattoo20apr20,0,1562881.story?track=ntothtml
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/22/world/middleeast/22detain.html?_r=1&th=&oref=slogin&emc=th&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://news.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=608232007
http://news.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=608232007
http://news.scotsman.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/21/AR2007042101467_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/22/AR2007042200110.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/


 

NCCI Weekly Highlight 
Issue 63– 04/26/2007 

10

- Securing Baghdad-A Grisly Problem, Grateful Iraqis and a 
Grim Outlook 

 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Unit Planning Outpost Confronts an Obstacle Known as 'Bob'. And then came Tuesday, and a phone call in the 
morning from Jager, who had received a call from the factory owner's brother, who had received a call from 
someone who lived near the factory. Cummings hung up. "The spaghetti factory has been blown up," he said. 
And Bob? Cummings shook his head. Bob, he said, was no longer the biggest obstacle. 
 

 
Reconstruction is not going so well…for Iraqis 

 
 
- Foreign workers lured to work in Iraq 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 24, 2007 
 Access: Open 
NGOs have warned of increasing numbers of foreign workers being mislead to work in Iraq for little or no pay 
and at great risk to their lives. Many were destined to work in Gulf countries or other Middle Eastern countries 
but were deceived by employers organising their travel arrangements. 
 
 
- Decline in municipal services boosts violence and disease 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
As violence continues to plague Iraq's capital, Baghdad, the city's infrastructure continues to deteriorate, 
causing more violence, health hazards and misery for its seven million inhabitants. 
 
 
- Maliki's political survival tied to security effort 
 Source: Los Angeles Times
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 22, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A resurgence of violence in Baghdad shakes Iraqis' confidence in his government. Iraq's first constitutionally 
elected government may rise or fall with the success of an ongoing U.S.-Iraqi security crackdown in Baghdad, 
Iraqi politicians and analysts said Saturday. "The clock is ticking," Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates said 
Friday in Baghdad. Analysts say a shake-up might reflect a healthy maturing among Iraq's political parties, 
particularly if they realign based upon ideas and agendas, rather than ethnicity and religion. "In that way," said 
professor Nadhmi, "it might be a positive sign in this very chaotic situation." 

 
- Kurds Cultivating Their Own Bonds With U.S. 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The 30-second television commercial features stirring scenes of a young Iraqi boy high-fiving a U.S. soldier, a 
Westerner dining alfresco, and men and women dancing together. "Have you seen the other Iraq?" the narrator 
asks. "It's spectacular. It's joyful." "Welcome to Iraqi Kurdistan!" the narrator continues. "It's not a dream. It's the 
other Iraq." With Sunni and Shiite Arabs locked in a bloody sectarian war, Iraq's Kurds are promoting their 
interests through an influence-buying campaign in the United States that includes airing nationwide television 
advertisements, hiring powerful Washington lobbyists and playing parts of the U.S. government against each 
other. A former car mechanic who happens to be the son of Iraq's president is at the center of Kurdish efforts to 
cultivate support for their semi-independent enclave, but the cast of Kurdish proponents also includes 
evangelical Christians, Israeli operatives and Republican political consultants. 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/24/AR2007042402595_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/24/AR2007042402595_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=71776
http://www.irinnews.org/ME.asp
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=71800
http://www.irinnews.org/ME.asp
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-maliki22apr22,0,2035404.story?track=ntothtml
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/22/AR2007042201568_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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- Mismanaging Iraq: Stealing From the Poor and Giving to the 
Rich 

 Source: Arab News
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: April 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Locating Dartmouth House, where Hans von Sponeck, former UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq was 
scheduled to speak in London on April 18, was a challenge. Yet the moment I slipped quietly into the lecture 
hall, getting lost for an hour in the ever confusing and yet expanding city of London was the least of my 
concerns. His statements were shocking as were his many statistics: Iraq was simply and shamelessly robbed 
blind during the US-led UN sanctions. Sadly, the robbery and mismanagement continue until this day, but this 
time the figures are much more staggering. 

 
- Nations Balk at Compact For Iraq 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
U.S. and Iraqi efforts to win international support to help stabilize Iraq are running up against serious obstacles, 
with key countries balking at provisions for debt relief and others concerned about blanket endorsement of an 
Iraqi government that has failed to follow through on many political promises, according to sources involved in 
the negotiations. "This is anything but a blank check," said an Iraqi source close to the compact. "International 
assistance sought will be conditional on Iraq delivering." 

 
Policies and Strategies 

 
- Training Iraqi troops no longer driving force in U.S. policy 
 Source: Mc Clatchy
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Military planners have abandoned the idea that standing up Iraqi troops will enable American soldiers to start 
coming home soon and now believe that U.S. troops will have to defeat the insurgents and secure control of 
troubled provinces.  Training Iraqi troops, which had been the cornerstone of the Bush administration's Iraq 
policy since 2005, has dropped in priority, officials in Baghdad and Washington said. No change has been 
announced, and a Pentagon spokesman, Col. Gary Keck, said training Iraqis remains important. "We are just 
adding another leg to our mission," Keck said, referring to the greater U.S. role in establishing security that new 
troops arriving in Iraq will undertake. 
 
- 'Gated Communities' For the War-Ravaged 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
U.S. Tries High Walls and High Tech To Bring Safety to Parts of Baghdad. The U.S. military is walling off at 
least 10 of Baghdad's most violent neighborhoods and using biometric technology to track some of their 
residents, creating what officers call "gated communities" in an attempt to carve out oases of safety in this war-
ravaged city. The plan drew widespread condemnation in Iraq this past week. On Sunday night, Prime Minister 
Nouri-al Maliki told news services that he would work to halt construction of a wall around the Sunni district of 
Adhamiyah. 
 
- Walled City 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: April 24, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Meanwhile, back in Baghdad, we're building a wall. Actually, quite a few walls. Basically, we're turning Baghdad 
into Belfast. The construction of barriers and checkpoints that turn Baghdad neighborhoods into what U.S. 
officers sardonically call "gated communities" is another sign -- as if more evidence were needed -- that Bush's 
"surge" is nothing more than a maneuver to buy time. The barriers going probably will make Sunni-Shiite 
reconciliation a more distant goal. If anything, walls will accelerate the sectarian cleansing that has been 
purifying formerly mixed neighborhoods. Walls divide; they do not unite. Walls give concrete expression to 
hatreds and prejudices, establishing them as artifacts not of the mind but of the landscape.  

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=7&section=0&article=95443&d=25&m=4&y=2007
http://www.arabnews.com/?page=7&section=0&article=95443&d=25&m=4&y=2007
http://www.arabnews.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/24/AR2007042402346.html?nav=hcmodule
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.realcities.com/mld/krwashington/17104704.htm
http://www.realcities.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/22/AR2007042201419_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/23/AR2007042301453.html?nav=hcmodule
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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- The last thing the Middle East's main players want is US 
troops to leave Iraq 

 Source: Guardian
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: April 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Overt political debate in the Middle East is hostile to the American occupation of Iraq and dominated by calls for 
it to end sooner rather than later. No less a figure than King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, arguably the United 
States' closest Arab ally, has declared the occupation of Iraq "illegal" and "illegitimate". Real intentions, 
however, are different. States and local political groups might not admit it - because of public opinion - but they 
do not want to see the back of the Americans. Not yet. 
 

____________________________________ 
Humanitarian world perspectives & Quality of Aid 
Through articles and Reports 

 
- European Development Funds promote private mode of 

profiting from basic needs 
 Source: Axis of Logic
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 17, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The EU finances privatization of water. Since 2005, the European Union has provided funding to the Public-
Private Infrastructure Advisory Facility (PPIAF), a public-private consortium in charge of providing technical 
assistance in processes of privatization of infrastructure for vital public needs such as water or sanitation. Since 
1999, PPIAF has spent more than 22 million euros in 37 poor countries to promote a private water model that 
marginalizes broad sectors of the population and has sparked popular upheavals. 
 
- Scandal threatens World Bank’s role 
 Source: Financial Times
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 23, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The independent agency charged with assessing the effectiveness of the World Bank has issued a searing 
indictment of Paul Wolfowitz’s leadership, warning that the situation at the bank risks causing “irreparable harm 
to worldwide efforts in poverty reduction and sustainable development”. In a formal statement the Independent 
Evaluation Group called for “swift changes in management and a concerted effort to restore credibility”. 
Pressure on Mr Wolfowitz to resign as the bank’s president intensified on Monday when 42 of its senior former 
executives called on him to step down in an open letter. 

 The Statement and The Open-Letter
 
- Best Practices for Conducting Needs Assessments 
 Source: PAHO
 Document: Article 
 Date: March 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Assessments are an important first step to determining immediate humanitarian needs. How governments 
manage these assessments and coordinate with other agencies that are conducting their own evaluations have 
an impact on the end result as well as the level and quality of humanitarian assistance received. 
 
- Do aid agencies pull too many strings? 
 Source: Alertnet
 Document: Article 
 Date: April 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Thinking that an operational approach would give them more power to control their own programming, INGOs 
took power away from civil society at what could have been a transformational moment for state and third sector 
politics in those countries. In many ways, NGOs barged in between the state and civil society instead of 
accelerating their necessary collaboration.  It is genuinely hard for NGOs not to inter-position themselves 
between the two main contracting parties as they try to bring them together. It is truly difficult not to substitute, to 
legitimise, to divide and rule, to over-run, to over-shadow or to misrepresent one or both sides.  But many 
INGOs are getting it right.  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/story/0,,2064703,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/story/0,,2064703,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.axisoflogic.com/artman/publish/article_24356.shtml
http://www.axisoflogic.com/artman/publish/article_24356.shtml
http://www.axisoflogic.com/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/7c2481a8-f0f3-11db-838b-000b5df10621.html
http://www.ft.com/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/4a68f0a8-f0ef-11db-838b-000b5df10621.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/4a68f0a8-f0ef-11db-838b-000b5df10621.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/ef67a7e6-f0d3-11db-838b-000b5df10621.html
http://www.disaster-info.net/newsletter/106/bestpractices.htm
http://www.disaster-info.net/
http://www.alertnet.org/db/blogs/12926/2007/03/20-135651-1.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
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Weekly Schedule 
 
NCCI should hold a coordination meeting in Amman next week (date and time will be confirmed later to NGOs), and 
the 7th NCCI National Dialogue will be held from the 1st to the 3rd of May. 
We have added on our weekly schedule some events hold in Iraq or Jordan that concern only specific invited people. 
They are highlighted as “restricted”. This is to give better information on what is going on to our members. We encourage 
you to check regularly our Weekly Schedule on our Website for updates. 

This Page is your page
 

If you have an announcement (training, workshop, etc) regarding your organisation, if you are aware about meetings, events, 
humanitarian update, if you would like to make known some information, please send them to webmanager@ncciraq.org

Upcoming important dates 
 
27th April: Imam Al-Askari’s Birthday – Pilgrims might be expected in Samarra. 
 
28th April: Saddam Hussein’s Birthday 
 
1st May: Georges Bush’s announce of “US Victory” in Iraq 

Updates & Announcements 
 

The future of humanitarian operations in Iraq
 
The Refugee Studies Centre convened in March 2007 a roundtable discussion with key representatives of the 
humanitarian community on how to respond to Iraqi displacement. The FMR editors intend to produce a 52-page special 
issue based on conclusions and policy recommendations expected to emerge from the conference that was organised by 
UNHCR in Geneva. The supplement will be distributed with FMR28 in May/June. The Editors are working in close 
consultation with UNHCR's Iraq Unit and the other international agencies who attended the Oxford workshop. The 
Editors are looking for practice-focused articles touching on some specifics issues/questions available on their website. 

--------------- 
UN-ESCWA launches new website on smart community project in Iraq

 
Within the context of implementing the Smart Community Project (SCP) in Iraq, UN-ESCWA created a website that 
includes detailed information on the various components of the project and training services available in the 
Multipurpose Technology Community Centres. 

--------------- 
 

International Association of Contemporary Iraqi Studies, Jordan 11-13 June 
2007 

 
This 2nd international conference will bring together scholars working in diverse disciplines to exchange research, 
experience and ideas with the participation of delegations from several Iraqi universities and research institutes in the 
event. Amongst the more than fifty papers to be presented at the conference, highlights include the dynamics of Iraqi 
migration and refugee issues, the problem of human security in today’s Iraq, education in Iraq bringing together 
academics and Iraqi government officials, the contemporary Iraqi economy with a special focus on the oil industry, the 
impact of the Iraq conflict on the wider Arab and Islamic worlds, etc. 
The conference will be held in Philadelphia University (near Jarash). The working languages will be English and Arabic. 
Registration fee Sterling £60 (£20 for students). For more information please contact Dr Anne Alexander 

R.A.Alexander@ex.ac.uk or Dr Kamil Mahdi K.A.Mahdi@ex.ac.uk. 
 

NCCI’s Contact List 

http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=158
mailto:webmanager@ncciraq.org
http://www.fmreview.org/iraq.htm
http://www.escwa.org.lb/divisions/scp/iraq/index.asp
mailto:R.A.Alexander@ex.ac.uk
mailto:K.A.Mahdi@ex.ac.uk
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=120
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=120
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