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Key Messages
Cereal prices have tended to decline in some markets, but wheat prices in Khartoum are rising and are well above 
international prices.

Growing insecurity and political tension are an increasing concern and are limiting humanitarian agencies' ability to offer 
assistance to people in need.

Despite the prospects of a good harvest, different agencies agree that food security conditions remain serious and some 6.4 
million people require food assistance.

Government is engaged in fighting several rebel militias in different parts of the country, and has reduced its involvement in 
agricultural development schemes.

Background
The total population in Sudan was 42.27 million, with an annual growth rate of 2%. The prevalence of undernourishment is estimated at 22
%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 42.272

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2009 (WB) 1990

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 55%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2009 (WB) 29%

Prices

Wholesale prices of sorghum (feterita) in Khartoum reached a 
peak of 1.33 SDG/Kg in Sept and then dropped to 0,89 in Dec. 
In Al Damazin, prices fall to 0.7 in Dec. In Al Fashir, sorghum 
prices stabilized at about 1.2 SDG/Kg in Sept/Nov and dropped 
to 1 in Dec. However wheat prices in Khartoum increased by 13
% from Sept (1.33 SDG/Kg) to Dec (1.5). In Al Fashir, wheat 
prices remained at around 1.7 SG/kg in Sept/Oct. Wheat prices 
in Dec were quoted 605.34 USD/T in Khartoum, about 85% 
higher than international prices of Wheat No2 Hard Red Winter 
(327.25). Sorghum prices (359.17) were also much higher (43
%) than US Sorghum No2 Yellow (251.18).

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 22%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 50%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 5%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 34%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 57

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 57%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 1.1%

Food Security Situation Assessment
Countrywide, 6.4 million people are still estimated to be in 
need of food assistance, but this number is likely to be revised 
downwards as the bulk of the newly harvested crops begin to 
be marketed. However, continuing insecurity means 
humanitarian conditions remain highly precarious. Most food 
insecure households are located in Darfur, Red Sea State, 
South and North Kordofan, Jonglei, Warrap, Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal and Eastern Equatoria. GIEWS estimates severe 
localized food insecurity. FAO hunger map reports moderate 
undernurishment levels while IFPRI describes the situation as 
alarming food insecurity.

CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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Favorable rain in Sudan has resulted in above-average crop 
performance and harvests, implying improved food security 
conditions in 2011, despite flooding in parts of Jonglei, Upper 
Nile, Unity, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal states. ...more
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
undernourished.
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Sudan

Vegetation Condition

At the start of the dry season, very contrasted situation is 
observed ranging from very poor to very good conditions with 
some possible concerns in the provinces of Gadaref, West 
Kordofan, Sennar, and Al Jazeera. The indicator of vegetation 
condition provided below is the relative difference between the 
NDVI for December 2010 and the average of the last 10 years 
on the agricultural zones derived from the Africover (FAO).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing No crops are sowed during the reference period

Growing Wheat

Harvesting Millet and Sorgum (North)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Military tension is increasing as the January 2011 referendum 
nears. The risk of conflict especially along the North-South 
border remains extremely high. Tribal fighting, political tension 
and attacks by the Lord's Resistance Army have continued to 
hamper humanitarian aid in the south while insecurity and 
conflicts in areas of Darfur continue to worsen the humanitarian 
situation in the north west.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 1695573 1499683 1426412

Total outside the country 2007976 1749536 1619296

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-10-23 Al Istiwa iyah 
Province

1/3

Flood 2009-08-16 Khartoum 2/3

Flood 2010-07-15 Northern Bahr 
el-Ghazal

2/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

The 2010/11 main season output is tentatively forecast at 
above average levels, with total production forecast at 6.4 
million tonnes, 80% higher than 2009 (3,57 million T) and 22% 
above five year average. Import requirements for 2010/11 (Nov/
Oct) are forecast at 1.85 million tonnes, including 1.35 million 
tonnes of wheat and 350,000 tonnes of sorghum. In 2009/10, 
the country imported more than 2 million tonnes of cereals.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

Due to political tensions, conflicts and insecurity in the country, 
the government’s ability to implement effective food and 
agricultural policies is limited. Moreover the upcoming 
referendum could lead to further turmoil. Humanitarian agencies 
are experiencing difficulties in reaching the population in need, 
and WFP has reduced its food assistance.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food assistance.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Sudan: UNMAO Asset Deployment - January 2011
Sudan: Fighting, air strikes in Darfur rebel zone forc...
Les conflits, crises et points de tension en Afrique
Sudan: WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN BULLETIN, 21-27 January 2011
Sudan: Preliminary referendum results show secession

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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