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For the past three days, the Northern Rakhine State (NRS) in Myanmar is facing continuous rains that have 
flooded several areas including in Maungdaw and Buthidaung. Rathedaung Township is reportedly less 
affected at this point. The Government has confirmed the death of 42 people (18 in Maungdaw and 24 in 
Buthidaung). Landslides have reportedly occurred in several places (in Buthidaung) and roads and bridges 
have either been cut or damaged by the floods in Maungdaw and Buthidaung. Several villages are severely 
flooded.  
 
Rains have reportedly subsided and water levels are gradually receding but the area is at further risk as the 
rainy season has just started. 
 
Access to the area is difficult and the UN has requested the Government to provide logistical support for rapid 
assessments. Several bridges have collapsed between Yangon and Sittwe. 
 
The United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC) in Myanmar has met the Deputy 
Minister of the Ministry of Home Affairs on 16 June in Yangon along with a delegation of UN and NGOs and 
offered assistance. He requested that access is facilitated for rapid assessments and that the local authorities 
facilitate logistics, including the use of helicopters if necessary. 
 
The Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Home Affairs, who has been appointed by the Government as focal 
point for the development of the area, has welcomed the offer for assistance and will lead a fact finding 
mission on 17 June in Buthidaung.  
 
A liaison officer has been nominated by the Government for the Maungdaw area.  
 
The Deputy Minister will meet the humanitarian community, including UN and NGOs, during his mission and 
assess the level of response needed. He will be accompanied by representatives of the UN and NGOs, 
respectively UNHCR and ADRA during his mission. 
 

 
UNHCR, the lead agency in NRS, has called for an emergency meeting of partners in Yangon and is 
supporting coordination in the field. Organizations in the field are conducting preliminary assessments. Four 
assessment teams have been formed and include UNHCR, WFP, UNDP, Malteser, ACF and MSF Holland . 
 
Limited displacement has been reported in Maungdaw (around 1,200 people) and in Buthidaung. The local 
authorities, UNHCR, MSF Holland and ACF have supported the relocation of affected people using boats.  
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The Northern Rakhine State area is facing severe floods due to continuous rains for the past three 
days. The area is at further risk as the rainy season has just started. 

• The Government of the Union of Myanmar has welcomed the offer of assistance from humanitarian 
organizations present in Myanmar. 

• The Deputy Minister of Home Affairs, U Phone Swe  will lead a fact finding mission on 17 June and 
will meet UN and NGOs present in NRS to assess the situation coordinate the response to the 
emergency. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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The local authorities have deployed heavy equipment and emergency supplies in coordination with partners in 
the field. 
 
Needs have been identified in several sectors and the response has started: 
 

• Water (Mint, ACF, MSF) 
 

o Provide clean water (set up bladders) for displaced/affected populations 
o Repair and clean wells, latrines 
o Provide jerry cans and other essential items 
o ACF has started the distribution of drinking water to the displaced population in Maungdaw 

 
• Health (Mint, ACF, MSF, UNFPA, UNICEF) 
 

o Likelihood of outbreak of waterborne diseases (diarrhoea, malaria, cholera) – the need for 
distribution of essential items will need to be assessed 

o Health clinics affected/damaged (but assessed to be minor, most health centres and clinics 
are open) 

o Referral of patients from flooded areas (provide logistics to authorities for referral) 
 

• Shelter/HH items (UNHCR for shelter/ all agencies for NFI) 
 

o Destroyed/damaged homes results in displacement to schools, public building – an 
assessment of the number and degree of damage as well as the provision of essential items 
will need to be performed. UNHCR has started the distribution of mosquito nets and other 
essential Non Food Items (NFI) to the displaced population in Maungdaw 

o The provision of household items and cloths will be envisaged after assessment 
 

• Food (WFP, TPDC, UNHCR and partners) 
 

o WFP has announced that it is assessing the condition of the nearly 3,400 MT of food that are 
stocked in six warehouses in NRS as some damage is reported to those buildings. The 
authorities have offered support to WFP to assess the situation and help with logistics. The 
results of the needs assessments will determine  

o The Township Peace and Development Council, UNHCR and partners are providing food to 
the affected populations 

 
• Protection/Documentation (UNHCR) 
 

o Families reportedly lost documents. UNHCR will liaise with the authorities for the replacement 
of documents. 

 
• Infrastructure (UNHCR) 
 

o Bridges and roads have been damaged; access between Buthidaung and Maungdaw and 
between Maungdaw and Alel Than Kyaw is cut. 

 
  
A first convoy of essential items will be ready to leave from Yangon within the next 48 hrs and emergency 
supplies will also be mobilized from the nearby township of Sittwe. As roads have been damaged, the use of 
boats and commercial flights is explored for the deployment of the first emergency supplies. 
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UNHCR, in support of the RC/HC and as the lead agency in NRS, is actively coordinating assessments and 
response while liaising with the Ministry of Home Affairs at central level. 
 
The humanitarian organizations present in NRS are coordinating efforts with the local authorities in 
Maungdaw and Buthidaung. In Yangon the Deputy Minister of Home Affairs will lead the coordination of the 
response. 
 
The Government and its representatives in the field are actively coordinating and facilitating the work of 
humanitarian organizations on the ground and have deployed heavy equipment and emergency supplies. 
 

 
Funding needs will be assessed in the coming days as the priority is on mobilizing existing supplies to support 
the affected populations. 
 

 
Please contact: 
Myanmar: Vincent Hubin, Deputy Head of Office 
hubin@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 
 
Myanmar: Edmore Tondhlana, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
tondhlana@un.org, +95 1 544500 Ext. 811 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 
 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 
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