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Improved Food Security Situation 
 
Four months after the main harvest, market links are continuing to develop, supporting the continued 
supply of food and manufactured goods throughout the country.  Commercial trucks carrying food and 
manufactured goods are reportedly circulating throughout the country.  In the North, inter-provincial traffic 
occurs between the following points: Saurimo-Luena; Uíge-Ndalatando-Dondo-Luanda; Malanje-
Ndalatando-Luanda.  These areas are shown in Figure1.  There is also considerable development of 
market activity in Negage and Songo municipalities.  In Uíge City, considerable exchange takes place 
between local products such as cassava flour and manufactured products imported from outside the 
province.  Much of the cassava flour is then transported to Luanda for sale.  Beans and groundnuts are 
also readily available in the markets in Uige Municipality. 
 
Figure 1.  Development of market activity in the Northern region of Angola (June-August 2003) 

  
 

Highlights 
 
 The food security situation in the months proceeding the lean season is mixed.  There is, on the one 

hand, a positive trend influenced by the continuing downward movement in prices, coupled with 
increased provision of food aid to families who have been unable to cope with food shortages 
resulting from poor harvest.  On the other hand, commercial trade, as well as the transportation of
food, seeds and tools for humanitarian assistance, is likely to slow down at the onset of the rainy 
season, as road conditions tend to deteriorate. 

 
 The overall number of people estimated to need food assistance increased by 19 percent (from 

1,635,435 to 1,938,202 people).  However, the current food aid stocks are sufficient to cover the 
new requirement until the end of October 2003. 

 
 Although the estimated duration of food stocks at household level was around four months following 

the main harvest in May 2003, the supply of main staples in both rural and urban markets is 
considered to be slightly above normal for this time of year.  For instance, in Huambo, the cost of the 
maize-based food basket is currently estimated at 7.7 percent below average.  Other provinces 
reporting below average price of food basket include Benguela, Huila, Bengo, Bie and Uige.  These 
trends are expected to continue until the second week of September 2003. 
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In the Central and Southern regions (shown in Figure 2), Huambo continues to be regarded as a key 
“cross-roads” in the exchange of manufactured products from the coastal towns and agricultural products 
from the interior.  Inter-provincial commercial traffic has increased substantially in the Huambo-Huila-
Benguela and Huambo-Bié routes.  The main urban market in Kuito city continued to be well supplied 
with local farm produce and manufactured goods from Huambo, and Kuando Kubango.  In Benguela 
Province, commercial traffic between Benguela and Huíla via Lucira-Namibe or Chongoroi-Quilengues 
connects to the Republic of Namibia.  Reports also indicate an increase in commercial traffic on the 
Lobito–Balombo–Huambo route, a factor that is helping to keep the price of food commodities below 
average for this time of the year. 
 
Figure 2.  Development of market activity in the Central and Southern Angola (June-August 2003) 

 

 

 
Namibia continues to supply Kuando Kubango Province (Caiundo, Menongue and Cuito Cuanavale 
markets) with food commodities such as maize flour, beans, sugar, rice and a variety of horticultural 
products.  The agro-pastoral population that lives along these commercial routes has been better able to 
market their produce, taking advantage of the increased movement of people and goods.  In Húila 
Province, the Lubango-Cacula-Caconda, Cacula-Quilenques and Lubango-Humpata corridors are also 
key links to the neighboring provinces of Namibe, Benguela and Kuando Kubango.   
 
On a negative note, poor roads conditions in Moxico and Lunda Sul Provinces continue to isolate these 
areas from this commercial activity.  Trade with Lunda Sul Province in agricultural products, game meat 
and fresh water fish remains negligible, and the price of food is consistently high. 
 
 
Continuing Food Insecurity 
 
The number of food aid beneficiaries will increase in the coming month about seven percent over last 
month (1,472,027 to 1,583,621).  This increase is slightly above the number of people who were identified 
as needing food assistance in the Vulnerability Assessment report covering November 2002 though April 
2003.  Reasons for this difference are outlined below.  The food stocks currently available for 
humanitarian aid are still sufficient to cover these additional needs. 
 
The rise in food needs is somewhat normal at this time of the year because household food stocks are 
beginning to decline.  The rapid food needs assessments (RFNA) carried out in various parts of the 
country highlighted this need.  For example an RFNA conducted by German Agro Action (GAA) in 
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Figure 3.  Planned number of beneficiaries per 
category (WFP) 

NS: Nutrition and Social Programs; GFD: General Food Distribution 
REST: Resettlement Programs; FFW: Food For Work 
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Kuanza Sul in August (in Kifangondo, Catofe 
and Cassongue areas, in Kibala Municipality) 
concluded that around 18,000 recent internal 
returnees need food assistance and seeds 
and tools for the coming agricultural campaign.  
In Cassongue, local maize production appears 
to have been insufficient to re-establish food 
security, due to the shortage of seeds. 
 
The return of food insecure, internally 
displaced people to areas of origin also 
contributes to the rise in food aid needs.  
Pambangala and Cassongue communes in 
Kuanza Sul are experiencing a rapid influx of 
internal returnees.  In Malanje, WFP registered 
1,400 returnees in the newly opened and 
assessed commune of Mufuma (Kiwaba Nzoji 
Municipality), all of whom will begin to receive 
monthly food rations under the support to 
return and resettlement project.  In Huila 
Province, Caconda, Caluquembe, Cacula and 
Quilengues Municipalities are experiencing a 
rapid influx of returnees, and over 14,170 
beneficiaries were registered and assisted by 
WFP during the July food distributions.  A 
large movement from Caconda to more 
isolated areas in the municipality (Gungue, Tchiweka-Cusse, Tchipembe-Cusse and Waba) is expected if 
these areas are opened for UN personnel and humanitarian assistance deliveries. 
 
In Bengo, Ambriz Municipality, a German AgroAction (AAA) and Associacao para o Desenvolvimento e 
Ajuda as Comunidades (ADAC) team registered 18,110 people who had lost about 85 percent of their 
harvest following a prolonged dry spell.  Most of these people were former IDPs who have resettled but 
have not been able to establish viable livelihoods yet.  Also in Ambriz Municipality, more than 3,000 
people in the Bela–Vista areas are reportedly in a precarious food situation due to crop loss. 
 
 
Emerging Food Crisis 
 
Areas south of Mavinga have seen over 10,000 people displaced by hunger and floods in recent months, 
but WFP has been unable to reach these areas due to the threat of landmines.  These food shortages 
continue to displace more people to Mavinga in search of food assistance.  The new arrivals are being 
assisted with WFP emergency rations.  Water shortages in Mavinga will further aggravate the food 
shortages since it will lead to deterioration in local health conditions.  International NGO Accion Contra al 
Hambre (ACH), which had been carrying out a water supply project, recently withdrew from Mavinga due 
to funding problems.  With the current low level of the river Cubia, water is becoming scarce and there is 
fear that more water related diseases will emerge.  This will adversely affect the health of about 5,000 
people, the majority being women and children. 
 
 
Seasonal Food Price Trends  
 
The food supply situation in urban markets remained stable, reflecting normal trade along major supply 
routes.  Over the last three months, all staple food prices have declined in nearly all urban and rural 
markets.  Unlike last year, this year’s downward price trend continued well after the last week of July.  In 
Huambo Province, yellow maize price was 21 percent below the previous year’s price duringthe second 
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Figure 5.  Comparison between the Current Maize Price 

Trend and the 4-Year Average in Huambo Province  

Source: WFP-VAM Database 
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Figure 4.  Comparison between 2002 and 2003 
prices of yellow maize in Huambo province.

Source: WFP-VAM database 
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and third week of August 2003.  The 
percentage price difference between 2002 
and 2003 is shown in Figure 4, while Figure 5 
shows the difference between this year price 
and the 4-year average.  This positive price 
trend in Huambo is somewhat consistent with 
the cereal stocks levels reported in July.  
Similar trends were observed in other parts of 
the Planalto, where prices for yellow maize 
were, on average, 15 percent lower than at the 
same time in August 2002.  The prices of 
cassava and beans were only 6 and 4 percent 
lower, respectively.   
 
In the southern provinces of Huila, Namibe and 
Cunene, the price of beans and white maize 
flour remained stable following the main 
harvest in May.  Vegetable oil and salt prices 
followed similar trends during this period, 
reflecting a good food supply in the main 
markets.  Sugar prices have also been stable 
over the last three months.  The 
downward price trends of all essential 
food commodities might also suggest 
that households, who have sufficient 
income and access to markets, will be 
able to maintain a balanced diet until 
the beginning of the lean period.   
 
Given the estimated duration of 
household food stocks, local 
demand for yellow maize flour in the 
southern parts of the country 
(particularly in Huila) will not 
increase until about mid-September, 
whereas demand for vegetable oil, 
salt, and beans is expected to 
remain almost constant.  
Nonetheless, prices may be eased 
by increased food imports from 
Namibia through a formal 
commercial line as well as 
customary cross border trade. 
 
Poor marketing conditions prevent people in Lunda Sul and Moxico Provinces from benefiting from the 
seasonal availability of food in the central and southern parts of the country.  Food prices in these 
provinces remain persistently high 
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Average Cost of the Food-
basket 
 
Consistent with the general trend, the 
cost of the composite food basket1 is 
about 7.7 percent below the 4-year 
average.  Figure 6 provides a weekly 
comparison between the cost of the 
maize-based food basket and the 
standard 4-year average for the 
country.  For the first two weeks of 
August, the average cost of the least 
expensive food basket available in the 
market was estimated at about US 
$43.50 in most of the northern region 
provinces, $36.00 in the central region 
and $40.70 in the southern region.  The price of the food basket in the northern region is only about 6 
percent lower than that of last year, while central and southern regions are seeing an approximate 16 
percent reduction.  Since the market price of the food basket is largely determined by the consumers’ 
response to variations in the price of maize flour, beans, and cassava, the current price levels are not 
expected to change until the last week of August. 
 

 
 

                                                           
1 This basket is based on a set of the least-expensive food commodities that can provide a family of five with 2,100 Kcal per day for 
a 30-day period. 

FEWS NET and WFP jointly produce on a monthly basis the Angola Food Security Update in 
collaboration with its partners, including The Consortium for Development Relief in Angola (CDRA) and 

the National Food Security Directorate (GSA).   
For more information contact Paulo Filipe, FEWS NET Country Representative by e-mail at 

pfilipe@fews.net or by telephone (244) 2 443 926 / (244) 91 512 244.  For more information please visit 
the FEWS NET Website: www.fews.net/angola 

Figure 6.  Comparison between the Current Food Basket 
Price Trend and the 4-Year National Average.   
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Source: WFP-VAM database 
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Annex 1: Reference Map 
 

 


