
 
 

 
UNICEF AFGHANISTAN- SITUATION REPORT 2009 COVERING 1 May – 30 June
 
KEY SECURITY DEVELOPMENTS 
Terrorism Trends- Suicide attacks and IED (Improvised Explosive Devices) in and around larger urban areas 
increased at a steady rate as the AGE intensified their summer campaign, with the objective of destabilizing 
the elections of August 2009. An average of 50 IED incidents reported per week. Suicide attacks have 
continued at a rate of three or four per week, with a balance of approximately 50% being suicide vehicles 
aimed at International forces and suicide attacks mainly aimed at Afghan Government and Security forces.   
Most of the victims are Afghan civilians.  A worrisome trend is the continued attacks on Humanitarian workers. 
On 17 June, WFP convoy was attacked in Parwan Province (no fatalities). On 24 June, a roadside bomb 
destroyed the vehicle and killed 3 workers of Development and Humanitarian Services in Afghanistan in 
Jawzjan Province, a partner of UNHCR. On 30 June, AGE claimed the abduction of an American soldier. 
 
Insurgency Trends and Military Operations – On 4 May, in Farah, Western Region (WR) a US air strike 
killed at least 140 civilians. The Farah bombing was the deadliest incident since 2001.The insurgency and 
counter operations by the Afghan national army and international military have increased at approximately 20 
per month, with the month of May 2009 recording 1023 insurgency related security incidents. The highest level 
recorded since the fall of the Taliban regime in 2002. Insurgent activity in the WR continues in districts south 
and North East of Herat City. Insurgent violence has significantly increased around Kunduz city, including an 
attack on the Guard post of an UN agency office.  In both the Kunduz area and north of Mazar I Sharif (NR), 
attacks have taken place against humanitarian NGO vehicles. Insurgent activity in the Eastern region(ER) has 
maintained a high level. On 29 June, Special Forces employed by US army, who were trying to free one of 
their colleagues, killed in Kandahar the Police Chief and the head of Criminal Investigation department. 
 
School Attacks – 98 school incidents took place from 1 May until 24 June 2009. 34 in Central Region (CR); 
23 in Northern Region (NR), 14 in Western Region (WR), 9 in Southern Region (SR) and 18 in Eastern Region 
(RG).The types of incidents were: direct attacks by small arms /rockets; arson incidents; and threats. 71 of the 
98 incidents involved violence causing 33 deaths and 157 injuries.   

Kidnappings – Abductions for criminal and political motives continued.  Abductions of humanitarian workers in 
the course of their tasks is increasing with 4 separate abductions involving 7 vaccination campaign workers 
mid-June. Abduction continues to be the highest assessed risk for national and international UN staff 
members.   
 
POLITICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Election; 41 candidates are running for the presidential election and more than 3,000 candidates for provincial 
council seats. The official campaign started 16 June. 
Together with other UN agencies and NGOs, UNICEF strongly advocated against the use of schools 
and clinics as polling centers during the upcoming elections. Specifically, UNICEF supported a series 
of consultations throughout the country that fed into a UNAMA-led assessment on the risks related to 
turning schools into polling centers in the context of ongoing insecurity. The consultations served to 
identify a range of alternatives, such as the use of government buildings. Advocacy on the issue is 
continuing, with UNICEF and its humanitarian, protection and education partners closely involved. 
 
HUMANITARIAN ISSUES& EMERGENCY RESPONSE   
 
In May, approximately 22,000 households in 13 provinces (North, Northeast and Western regions) were 
affected by floods. In response, around 4,500 families were provided with High Energy biscuits, Emergency 
Health Kits, and NFIs (family kits, jerry cans, blankets, cooking stoves, tarpaulin, floor mats, plastic sheeting, 
tents, etc…). Although in most areas adequate relief stocks were available for the response, in some cases 
(particularly in the Northeast), the provision of assistance was partially delayed because of a lack of access 
and assessments, due to damaged roads and bridges, and/or insecurity.  
The procurement of NFI to replenish the stocks started in Northern and North Eastern provinces, as well as an 
order for procurement of 2,600 tents which will reach the North by mid July.  
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Recent need assessment in Helmand Province of Southern Region conducted by UNICEF and WFP identified 
around 4,000 IDP families due to internal conflict, who were in need of food and non food assistance. UNICEF 
provided NFIs (family kits, blankets, floor mats, tarpaulin, and jerry cans) to 2,560 families. 
Flash floods in Eastern Region affected around 350 families. UNICEF provided NFIs (blankets, family kits, 
tents, jerry cans and stove gas cylinders) to 96 families. 
In Saighan, district of Bamyan, two schools have been affected by floods, UNICEF provided 13 school tents to 
provide temporary learning space for 1 200 student. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM PROGRAMME ACTIVITES  
 
EDUCATION  
Emergency Education: Under Emergency response, a total of 8 flood affected schools (2 in Kunduz 
rehabilitated, 1 in Faryab and 5 in Jawzjan) supported through provision of 29 tents; and 70 recreation kits 
distributed to 7 provinces (15 Faryab, 5 Saripul, 10 Jawzjan, 10 Balkh, 10 Samangan, 10 Baghlan and 10 
Takhar).  5 earthquake affected schools in Sherzad district of Nangarhar Province received support (school 
tents, floor mats, and TLM), and one affected school in Kunar Province received support in minor rehabilitation.   
An order has been placed order to procure 500 tents and 2,000 recreation kits, as a precautionary 
measure in case schools will be made vulnerable given the forthcoming elections. 
 
Psycho-social Training:  707 teachers from formal schools received monthly training on psychosocial support 
in Jazzman, Legman and Kumar provinces (190 in Jazzman, 200 in Legman and 317 in Kumar.)  
The teachers have conducted three monthly reflection meetings. 
 
Education Cluster: As part of the HAP Mid-Year Review, progress toward the expected outcome has been 
reviewed.  Existing HAP proposals and new proposals were reviewed and prioritized based on pre-set criteria. 
 
HEALTH / NUTRITION 
Polio –In 2009 to date, 10 confirmed polio cases reported, 8 from SR (Kandahar and Helmand Provinces), 1 
from ER and 1 from CR. 
2 rounds of National Immunization Days (23 -25 May and 22–24 June) were conducted and close to 7.7 million 
children were vaccinated in each round. The Vitamin A supplement dose was given to 7.4 million children 
under five during the round of May. May 23, President Hamid Karzai inaugurated the National Immunization 
Campaign. 
Training of trainers for July integrated measles and Tetanus Toxoid campaign organized during 3-4 June. 
The country have successfully introduced a new vaccine Hemophilus influenzae in the same drop 
which children do receive during immunization to increase protection of children against common flu, 
it is one of the major events in the history of immunization program in the country. 
1 May: Support to MoPH, AHDS and Ibn Sina NGO’s agreement to conduct polio eradication activities in 8 
high risk districts in Helmand and Kandahar provinces. 
 
Nutrition – In May, preparation of National Breastfeeding communication campaign completed (promotional 
material). 
4 Universal Salt Iodization TV/Radio spots produced in May 
20-22 June: Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative in Malalai hospital, Kabul, with the training of 14 medical doctors 
and midwives from Herat maternity hospital as master trainers. 
31 May- 4 June: Training of 28 medical doctors, nurses and midwives from Central Region on management of 
severe malnutrition. 
21-23 June: Training of 25 Community Health Workers on Breast Feeding Counseling Course (BFCC) in 
Jalalabad (ER). 
 
WATER AND SANITATION 
5,000 returnees’ families received safe drinking water through emergency water tinkering in Chimtala camp in 
Nangarhar and Mehterlam camp in Langhman province. The planned long term water and sanitation activities 
in these camps included hand pump water supplies, solar pumping, household and school latrines construction 
along with strong hygiene education. 
Water points constructed in 50 communities and 20 schools covering more than 8,000 people and 13,000 
students in the 2008 drought affected areas. 
WES supplied water container, chlorine powder, water purification tablets and hygiene education material for 
population affected by the earthquake in district of Sherzad (Nangarhar province). 
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As part of the 2008 drought mitigation more than 1,500 people were provided with access to safe drinking 
water through construction of 2 pipe water supply schemes in Ghorband district of Parwan province. 
25 June: Launch of Control of diarrhea diseases of 2 months campaign in Kabul City by Ministers of Public 
Health and Urban Development with UNICEF technical and financial support. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION  
 
Children and armed conflict: On-going technical support has been provided to UNICEF Zonal Offices to put 
in place the Monitoring, Reporting and Response mechanism (MRM) on grave violations committed against 
children in the context of armed conflict (as per Security Council Resolution 1612). UNICEF Afghanistan also 
participated in a regional consultation on the implementation of the MRM organized in June by the Regional 
Office in Dakar. 
 
Child protection action networks: In May 2009, provincial CPANs reported 215 child protection cases in 22 
provinces (170 boys and 45 girls). The total caseload included 73 children in conflict with the law, 17 children 
who were separated from their families, and 8 children who experienced sexual violence. All cases were 
responded to and referred to social supports and services. As of June 2009, 9 CPANs have expanded to 32 
districts in five regions. 
Juvenile justice and rule of law: In collaboration with social workers and defense lawyers, UNICEF started 
implementation of a quick impact project in the Juvenile Rehabilitation Center in Kabul with a main objective of 
reviewing all cases of children currently in pre-trial detention in the JRC (a total of 77 out of 166 children in 
detention) to facilitate release of those children into family care.  
 
Publications: Three related publications were distributed to child protection donors and partners during the 
reporting period: "A Discussion Paper on Child Trafficking in Afghanistan", "Situation Analysis of Vulnerable 
Groups of Children in Three Border Areas: Islam Qala, Zaranj and Torkham", "Assessment of Income 
Generation Needs and Opportunities in Border areas in Herat and Nangarhar Provinces.”  
 
PROGRAMME COMMUNICATION 
Influenza H1N1: With the outbreak of H1N1 influenza in different parts of the world and declaration of ‘Phase 
6’ by WHO, the Ministry of Public Health, WHO sand UNICEF along with civil society partners put together a 
communication action plan. Key prevention messages are being conveyed through radio and TV spots which 
are being broadcast. Media managers and key influencers such as religious leaders have been provided an 
orientation on prevention and care of H1N1 influenza virus. Hand outs with key messages pictorially depicted 
have been printed and are being distributed in areas that are densely populated and have a lot of population 
movement. 
 
Polio Communication: Polio communication data management was strengthened with training to local teams 
in the southern and eastern regions that resulted in better communication targeting of polio high risk areas 
(HRA) and ‘missed children’. Inter-personal communication was added to the training of vaccinators in the 
HRAs for improved access in the conflict affected southern, eastern and south eastern regions. A second 
Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices (KAP) survey to get a better understanding of progress made and 
challenges faced in addressing barriers to polio (and routine) immunization, especially in the security affected 
HRAs. 
1-3 June: Program Communication chief participated at TAG meeting in Cairo. 
Facts for Life: A one year PCA signed with BBC World Trust and the Afghan Education Program (AEP) to 
produce and broadcast a radio serial and participatory “edutainment” program. 
Meena Communication Initiative: Meena DVDs delivered to ZOs to be used through provincial radio and TV 
channels and mobile units. 
   
EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
2-24 May: Photographer and consultant get new images from field (5-10 May in Herat and 10-14 May in 
Bamyan for our image database. He set up ACO online access to Global Image Database and conducted a 
workshop for all UNICEF ACO staff on use of the new photo site. 
3-6 May: Participation of Chief of Communication in regional communication meeting in Katmandu. 
20 May: Interviews of RD, Dan Toole with AFP, Reuters, Radio France Internationale, daily “Afghanistan 
News” and Afghanistan National Radio.  
UNICEF facilitated for France 2 “Envoye Special” news magazine crew contact with YICC and CPAN in 
Kandahar for a documentary on Girl’s Education and attacks on schools. 
11 June: Press conference on Child Labour by Representative and Chief of Child Protection. 
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16 June: Interview on situation of Child Soldiers by news German TV Channel, New24 of Chief of Child 
Protection, 
 
 
VISITS/MISSIONS/ DONOR BRIEFINGS 
16-20 May: Visit of Regional Director, Dan Toole. Meetings with Key Ministries and donors. 
Visit to Jalalabad and Torkham Boarder. 
17-21 May: Participation of the Representative to the C4D meeting in Cairo.                                                                              
25 May: Briefing of French Embassy on 2010-2013 UNICEF/Government of Afghanistan country programme. 
 


