
 
 

© swisspeace  

 

 F A S T  Update 

T 
S 

A
 

F 

DRC/Kivu region  

Semi-annual Risk Assessment 
July to December 2006 

 



 

© swisspeace  

FAST Update 

 DRC/Kivu region  | July to December 2006 | Page 2 

Contents 

Country Stability and Confrontational Events (relative)  3 

Conflictive Government and Non-Government Events (relative)  5 

Cooperative and Conflictive Government Events (average weighted)  8 

Appendix: Description of indicators used 11 

The FAST International Early Warning Program 12 

FAST Update Subscription: www.swisspeace.org/fast/subscription_form.asp 
 
 
The data reflected in this Updates’ graphs covers the period up to and including 
November 2006, as subsequent monitoring activities in eastern DRC - and the 
respective data entries - have suffered from ongoing electricity shortages since 
early December 2006. 

 
 
Contact FAST International:  
Phone: +41 31 330 12 19  
Fax: +41 31 330 12 13  
mailto:FAST@swisspeace.ch 
www.swisspeace.org/fast 

 
 

Country Expert: 
Stephanie Wolters 

 

 

http://www.swisspeace.org/fast/subscription_form.asp
mailto:FAST@swisspeace.ch
www.swisspeace.org/fast
http://www.swisspeace.org/fast/afrika_kivu.htm


 

© swisspeace  

FAST Update 

 DRC/Kivu region  | July to December 2006 | Page 3 

Country Stability and Confrontational Events (relative) 

 
Average number of reported events per month: 107 
Indicator description: see appendix 

 
Risk Assessment: 
• As the graph indicates, the past six months have been a period of great uncertainty in DRC, as the 

country went through two rounds of presidential elections. Fortunately, parliamentary and presidential 
elections took place without being marred by widespread violence, and spoiler elements were largely 
kept at bay, meaning that the transition to the DRC’s first democratically elected government in the past 
four decades has proceeded rather smoothly. 

• President Joseph Kabila won the elections in a second round of presidential elections held on October 
29 after he failed to garner an outright majority over his rival, Vice-President Jean Pierre Bemba in the 
first round. Although there were incidents of violence between the two camps after both the first and 
the second round, Bemba’s eventual concession prevented the situation from degenerating any further. 
Nonetheless, the clashes between the two camps and the open hostility between the two men have 
created a great sense of animosity, which is unlikely to be healed anytime soon. 

• In addition to winning the presidency, Kabila’s coalition cobbled together a clear majority in Parliament 
as well as winning the majority of the seats in the Senate. The parliamentary majority, which Kabila was 
handed thanks to his post-election pact with the Parti Lumumbiste Unifié (PALU) led by Antoine 
Gizenga, gives him enormous legislative powers in addition to his executive functions. His alliance with 
Gizenga, who is the new Prime Minister, will also allow him to influence the composition of a new 
Cabinet.  

• The fact that Kabila has the upper hand in so many crucial areas of the government does not necessarily 
bode well for the future of multi-party politics in the country or for good governance in general, as there 
are few entities that remain independent enough to hold him accountable. The DRC’s oldest opposition 
party, the Union pour la Démocratie et le Progrès Social (UDPS) led by Etienne Tshisekedi, boycotted the 
election and is not represented in Parliament or the Senate. Bemba’s coalition, the Union Nationale 
(UN), which has a sizeable number of parliamentary seats, may be able to play the role of a critical 
opposition, but it is not clear whether it will do so in a constructive manner which is what the country 
most needs. Meanwhile, Bemba also recently won a seat in the Senate. 

• The Rassemblement Congolais pour la Démocratie (RCD) led by former Vice-President Azarias Ruberwa 
was by far the biggest loser in the election process. The RCD only managed to get 15 seats in 
Parliament, and will have to cede the remaining power it held in the province of North Kivu, where it 
had both the military and political leadership. This will represent a big change for the situation on the 
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ground, where both the civilian and for a long time the military leadership of the province were well-
disposed towards dissident RCD general Laurent Nkunda, who has been destabilizing the Kivus for the 
past three years. Nkunda may understand this, and this may be the reason behind recent successes in 
negotiations aimed at getting him to out an end to his military campaign. If Nkunda, who claims to 
represent the interests of the Banyamulenge, really does surrender, and his troops along with him, a 
major step will have been taken towards re-establishing stability in the volatile eastern DRC.  

• In any case, the east should be a priority for the President, not only because its inhabitants voted 
overwhelmingly in his favor, but because putting an end to cyclical violence there would go a long way 
towards establishing domestic stability as well as towards mending the often difficult relations with 
neighbors Rwanda and Uganda. However, Nkunda is not the only issue; equally important, and far more 
difficult to resolve is the question of what to do with the Interahamwe, the Rwandan Hutu militia 
responsible for the 1994 Rwandan genocide, who later fled to the DRC and fought alongside the Kabila 
government for several years. Rwanda has rejected a political dialogue with the militia’s political wing, 
the Forces Démocratiques pour la Libération du Rwanda (FDLR) and the FDLR leadership has vowed to 
continue its fight. The presence of several thousand Interahamwe in eastern DRC will provide Rwanda 
with an easy excuse to re-invade the country on grounds of security concerns, especially as it is clear 
that the Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo (FARDC) are not capable of disarming 
the FDLR on their own, and MONUC has repeatedly said that it will not take on the task. Finding a long-
term solution to the problem should be a priority for the new government if it is serious about 
reestablishing its authority throughout the country and leading the country into more stable times. 

• A related priority of the new government will have to be the completion of the military integration 
process, which is expected to continue to enjoy strong support from the international community. The 
longer-term plan is to retrain the FARDC and probably reduce their size. Efforts to reign in corruption are 
ongoing; however there is no reason to believe that senior commanders will stop dipping into the till. 

• There are similar concerns for the rest of the government. Kabila has won a landslide victory, controls 
Parliament and the Senate, and will play a key role in appointing the Cabinet. This essentially means 
that he has to make very few concessions to anyone, and he is likely to maintain key allies in senior 
positions. Many of these people are old cronies of his father and have long been actively involved in 
corrupt practices. It is unlikely that Kabila will distance himself from these elements now, as they have 
been helpful in his consolidation of power. Corruption – one of the most serious obstacles to long-term 
stability and economic growth in the DRC – is therefore expected to remain high.   
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Conflictive Government and Non-Government Events (relative) 

 
Average number of reported events per month: 107 
Indicator description: see appendix 

 
Risk Assessment: 
• The past six months have been a watershed in the recent history of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

In June, amidst ongoing debate about the legitimacy of the Independent Electoral Commission’s (IEC) 
right to unilaterally set a date for the county’s parliamentary elections and the first round of presidential 
elections, the IEC set the date for the elections for July 30, and the one-month campaign period kicked 
off on June 30.  

• A total of 33 candidates registered to participate in the presidential elections, including the three of the 
four Vice-Presidents, Jean-Pierre Bemba, Azarias Ruberwa and Arthur Z’ahidi Ngoma. Other serious 
contenders were Pierre Pay Pay, a former central bank governor in the government of Mobutu Sese 
Seko, Antoine Gizenga, leader of PALU and former Deputy Prime Minister in the Congo’s first post-
independence government of Patrice Lumumba, and Nzanga Mobutu, one of Mobutu’s sons. Joseph 
Kabila, widely considered to be the front-runner ran as an independent with the support of the Parti du 
Peuple pour la Reconstruction et la Démocratie (PPRD), the lead party in the Alliance pour la Majorité 
Présidentielle (AMP), a broad coalition of parties supporting the President’s candidacy. 

• Popular protests by the UDPS led by Etienne Tshisekedi and supported by a number of smaller parties 
continued during the campaign period, leading to frequent violent clashes between protesters and the 
police, killing a total of five people. Tensions were particularly high in the capital Kinshasa and 
remained tense throughout the electoral period. There were also several incidents in which supporters 
of Bemba clashed with the security services. In late July riots broke out in Kinshasa as Bemba returned 
to the capital, killing three police officers and one civilian.  

• There were also a number of incidents in which presidential candidates and their representatives 
attacked one another on various media outlets. This led the Haute Autorité des Medias (HAM) to 
suspend several television and radio stations, including some which belong to presidential contenders.  

• In spite of widespread fears that the first round of elections would be marred by violence, the election 
on July 30 ran extremely smoothly throughout the country. An estimated 18 million out of 25.6 million 
registered voters, went to the polls on July 30. In addition to 2,000 independent international observers 
scattered at voting centers throughout the country, each political party was allowed to have one 
observer per centre. The consensus that emerged after the elections was that although there had been 
some irregularities in the process, voting had taken place in a free and fair environment. 
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• In spite of this, less than a week after the end of the first round, the leaders of various political parties 

claimed that the election had been marred by fraud. Ruberwa declared on July 31 that the process had 
been flawed and that the election could not be considered valid, however he failed to provide and 
concrete evidence to support his claims. At the same time, both the Bemba and the Kabila camps 
declared in various media loyal to the respective candidates that they had won the election, raising 
tensions between the two camps and violating the electoral code. A week after the elections, the IEC 
began to post partial results coming in from throughout the country, indicating that Bemba and Kabila 
were the front-runners in the race. 

• On August 20, Abbé Apollinaire Malu Malu, the president of the IEC announced the results of the first 
round of elections in a televised speech on state television. Following weeks of rising tensions between 
the Kabila and the Bemba camps in Kinshasa, most residents of the capital remained indoors in 
anticipation of possible insecurity following the announcement. The outcome was 44.8 percent of votes 
in favor Kabila, against 20 percent in Bemba’s favor. With Kabila failing to garner an outright majority, 
a run-off between the two would have to be held.  

• This reality was not welcomed by the presidential camp, which had widely believed that it would win 
the necessary majority in the first round. Even before the results were made public, soldiers loyal to 
Bemba and soldiers loyal to Kabila clashed following a dispute at Canal Kin, a television station 
belonging to Bemba, which had been broadcasting programs critical to Kabila while another station 
belonging to Bemba, Canal Congo TV (CCTV), has been announcing that there would be a run-off before 
the results were officially announced. Six people were killed in those clashes. The next day, the situation 
escalated after several hundred presidential guards attacked Bemba’s residence and office in the capital. 
The ensuing fighting, which lasted two days, paralyzed the city and cost the lives of 23 soldiers and 
civilians, while another 43 were wounded. Material damage included Bemba’s personal helicopter. 

• The three days of fighting in Kinshasa highlighted the limited impact of both MONUC and the European 
Union Force (EUFOR) presence in the capital Kinshasa. EUFOR’s mandate was constrained by the fact 
that it could only engage on MONUC’s request. Its operational force numbers were also limited; of those 
deployed in Kinshasa, only 130 were combat troops, and a task force brought in from a base in nearby 
Gabon arrived too late. Meanwhile, MONUC’s forces have been overwhelmingly concentrated in the 
eastern DRC, where they have been trying to put and end to ongoing violence between armed groups. 
During the election period, there were only 2,000 UN troops in the capital, most of them mandated to 
protect UN personnel and property. 

• Once the violence in the capital had died down, the rival candidates got down to the serious business of 
coalition-building in an attempt to capture more votes in the second round. Gizenga, who comes from 
western DRC was wood intensively, as he had come in 3rd place in the presidential vote with 13 
percent, while his party had won 34 seats in the parliamentary elections. Gizenga’s endorsement was 
paramount not only because it could mean a boost from his voters in the second round, but also 
because his 34 parliamentary seats would allow Kabila – whose main party had 111 seats – to get the 
parliamentary majority which would appoint the prime minister, while it would move Bemba within 
striking distance of the same situation. Gizenga ultimately endorsed the Kabila camp, handing it the 
chance to appoint the prime minister and so keep a tight grip on governmental matters even if the 
presidency was lost. 

 
Results of first round of presidential elections: 

Joseph Kabila:    44.81% 
Jean-Pierre Bemba:  20.03% 
Antoine Gizenga:   13.06% 
Nzanga Mobutu:   4.77% 
Oskar Kashala:    3.46% 
Azarias Ruberwa:   1.69% 
Pierre Pay Pay:    1.58% 
Source: Commission Electorale Indépendante (CEI) 
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Results of legislative elections: 

PPRD:   111 seats 
MLC:   64 seats 
PALU:   34 seats 
Mouvement Social Révolutionnaire (MSR):  27 seats 
Forces de Renouveau :  26 seats 
RCD-Goma: 15 seats 
Coalition des Démocrates Congolais (Codeco):  10 seats 
CDC:  10 seats 
Source: CEI, Elections des Deputés Nationaux 2006, Resultats provisoires, Septembre 7, 2006 

 

• The election results indicated clearly that the country had split along east-west lines in the presidential vote. 
Bemba won a majority of votes in western DRC, especially in Equateur province, from which he hails, and in 
Kinshasa and surrounding provinces. Kabila on the other hand won his support from eastern DRC, an area 
which credits him with liberating it from Rwandan and Ugandan occupation, but which has little experience 
of his governance.  

• The run-off vote was finally held on October 29 in an atmosphere of relative calm throughout the country. 
Early results indicated that Kabila was ahead of Bemba and the capital braced for another round of violence 
between the two. While MONUC and EUFOR had troops stationed at the city’s military camps in order to 
prevent troops from getting involved, the heavily armed personal guards of the two candidates remained a 
threat. However, although there were a few clashes between the two, the level of violence that followed the 
announcement of Kabila’s victory did not attain that of the first round. Kabila won the election with 58 
percent of the vote to Bemba’s percent 

• Bemba did file a contestation of the election results with the Supreme Court, and violent protests by his 
supporters in front of the Supreme Court led to the building being partially burned down. Several days later 
however, Bemba announced that he was accepting the Supreme Court’s endorsement of the election 
results. 

• Kabila was subsequently sworn in as president of the DRC on December 11, and in late December it was 
announced that Gizenga had been appointed prime minister. He is in the process of appointing a new 
cabinet. 



 

© swisspeace  

FAST Update 

 DRC/Kivu region  | July to December 2006 | Page 8 

Cooperative and Conflictive Government Events (average weighted) 

 
Average number of reported events per month: 107 
Indicator description: see appendix 
 
Risk Assessment: 
• There can be no doubt that the successful holding of national elections in the DRC represents a major 

success for the IEC and the international community in particular, but also for the transition 
government, which finally managed to pull itself together and throw its weight behind the process. 
50,000 polling stations were scattered throughout the country, and tens of thousands of personnel 
deployed to assist in the polling and counting process – a major logistical feat. There were certainly 
some irregularities; however, they were insufficient to alter the final outcome of the presidential vote - 
although it is believed that certain parliamentary votes may have been compromised by fraud. The 
cantonment of those FARDC troops that have not yet been integrated was also a major contributing 
factor to the overall security surrounding the elections. Only the 14 integrated brigades were deployed. 
An equally important factor was the performance of the police who were responsible for ensuring 
security at the polls. 

• To the great surprise of most observers, the armed groups in eastern DRC that were expected to attempt 
to destabilize the elections largely refrained from doing so during the electoral campaign. There were 
pockets of insecurity in Ituri district which prevented voters there from going to the polls, and there was 
a brief incident between soldiers loyal to dissident RCD General Laurent Nkunda and FARDC troops in 
the North Kivu town of Sake days after the first round of elections, but the anticipated attempts to 
prevent large groups of people from participating in the process did not take place.  

• The relative calm of the electoral period in the Kivus started to unravel in late-November when Nkunda 
relaunched his military campaign, this time in a more concerted manner. Why he waited this long is 
unclear, but the violence which has been ongoing since then looks much like an attempt to gain as 
much ground as possible before the RCD leadership of the province changes for good and Nkunda’s 
high-placed supporters are no longer there to lend him a hand. Another possibility is that Nkunda is 
making a shrewd calculation that with Kabila having won the bulk of his support from the Kivus, this is 
his chance to pressure him into offering him a deal to end the violence in North Kivu. Nkunda has 
accused Kabila of fomenting violence between Hutus and Tutsis and opposes the military integration 
process.  

• The bulk of Nkunda’s troops – which were recently estimated to number 5,000 and most of whom are 
Congolese Tutsis grouped in the 83rd brigade, only part of which has been integrated into the FARDC – 
have been concentrated in an area north of the town of Sake which is itself only 25 kilometers north of 
the provincial capital Goma. Residents of the area have long lived in fear of the proximity of Nkunda’s 
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forces, and for good reasons. Since late-November there has been ongoing fighting in the area between 
Nkunda’s troops and the FARDC’s 11th integrated brigade stationed in the region. MONUC troops have 
lent their support to the FARDC, but together they have not succeeded in routing Nkunda’s forces, who 
briefly captured Sake. By early January, the violence had spread further north, reaching all the way to 
Bunagana, 60 km north of Goma.  

• There have been ongoing debates about whether or not the situation with Nkunda can be resolved 
through negotiation. In early December, general Denis Kalume Numbi, Minister of Interior stated that he 
was categorically ruling out talks with Nkunda and that the only solution was to face his forces 
militarily. However, there have been several attempts to negotiate, including through the Baraza of 
North Kivu, a traditional structure that mediates in disputes between different ethnic communities in the 
region, and through the leaders of the Tutis and Hutu communities. However, these efforts have not 
amounted to much. In early December Kabila traveled to Goma to reassure the population and attempt 
to find a mediated solution to the violence, however nothing concrete emerged from the visit. Several 
weeks later, the FARDC opened talks with Nkunda’s representatives under the auspices of the UN. The 
two sides initially agreed to guarantee the free movement of civilians in the region. Subsequent talks 
have focused on integrating Nkunda’s troops into the FARDC. 

• Two of Nkunda’s closest commanders turned themselves in to MONUC forces in early December. 
Bernard Byamungu, once a senior commander in the RCD who has been accused of committing war 
crimes, and Dieudonné Kabika, the general secretary of the Congrès National pour la Défense du Peuple 
(CNDP), the political-military movement encompassing Nkunda’s aims. Their defection will have 
severely weakened Nkunda and indicates that others might be willing to do the same if they are 
guaranteed certain security conditions. It is not known whether Byamungu and Kabika were offered 
amnesty. 

• According to humanitarian agencies operating in North Kivu, there are 80,000 displaced people in North 
Kivu, while another 12,000 are estimated to have fled the latest round of fighting to neighboring 
Uganda.  

• In January, Rwanda announced that it was assisting in talks between Nkunda and the Congolese 
government and army. Representatives of all sides have been meeting in the Rwandan capital Kigali 
throughout the month. An informal ceasefire was reached at the end of December, and fighting has 
largely come to a halt since then. In mid-January there were reports that Nkunda had been granted 
amnesty and would seek refuge in South Africa with the permission of the South African government.   

• The volatile Ituri district remains plagued by the activities of myriad armed groups. Although a number 
of peace and amnesty deals have been brokered, the violence continues. Peter Karim, now a leading 
figure in the Front des Nationalistes et Intégrationnistes (FNI) agreed to surrender in July last year, but 
has yet to do so. Similarly, Mathieu Ngudjolo, the leader of the Mouvement Révolutionnaire Congolais 
(MRC), a group formed in 2005 from the remnants of other militia groups that had largely disarmed, 
struck a deal with the Congolese government in August to stop fighting in exchange for amnesty. 
Neither has respected the commitments and fighting between the FARDC and the militias has 
continued. In late November a peace accord between the government, the MRC, FNI and Front de 
Résistance Patriotique de l’Ituri (FRPI) led by Cobra Matata was signed. In exchange for amnesty the 
three groups have agreed to respect an earlier demobilization schedule which would see them disarmed 
by the end of 2006. Matata has disarmed however Ngudjolo and Karim have not yet done so and are 
making continued demands. 

• In early January, Karim said that he would pursue military integration if the FARDC agreed to a ceasefire 
and to give him the promised sum of $5000 to inform his combatants of the integration process. The 
money has since been delivered, but he has not yet presented himself for demobilization. 

• The trial of Ituri warlord and leader of the Union des patriots Congolais, Thomas Lubanga, began at the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague in late 2006. Lubanga is the only one of the Ituri 
warlords to have been charged at The Hague, although ICC officials say they are preparing cases against 
other militia leaders from the region, and other militia leaders have been tried by the Congolese  
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justice system. Nonetheless, recent amnesties that have been granted to Ngudjolo and Karim as well as 
Nkunda, will open the Congolese government to accusations that it is hardly committed to eradicating 
impunity and punishing warlords.  

• The international community, which contributed significantly to the success of the elections this year, 
will continue to remain engaged in the country. MONUC is planning to maintain a presence for the 
foreseeable future, and bilateral and multilateral donors are expected to increase their funding to 
the country now that the crucial hurdle of the elections has been successfully negotiated. Priority areas 
will be security sector reform, management of natural resources and the reconstruction of the collapsed 
social services sector. 
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* The IDEA cooperation-conflict scale is a general weighting that attaches a weight to every event. The scale has a range 
from -13 to +8. Event types that are regarded as cooperative have positive values, conflictive event types have negative 
values.

Country Stability The Country Stability index reflects three independent 
factors: (i) challenges by non-government actors to the 
state’s monopoly of force; (ii) state repression; and (iii) 
violence entailing physical force against persons or 
property. The index is scaled between 0 and 1, where 
1 means high and 0 low stability. 

Confrontational Events (relative) Number of Events (i) that are of confrontational nature 
such as 'Threaten', 'Demonstrate', 'Reduce 
relationships', 'Expel', 'Seize' and 'Force' divided by 
the number of all reported events. The Indicator has a 
range between 0 and 1. 

Conflictive Government Events (average 
weighted) 

Based on the IDEA cooperation-conflict scale: Average 
weight of Events (i) that have a negative value on the 
IDEA conflict-cooperation scale* and (ii) where at 
least one initiator is a government actor. The Indicator 
has a range between -13 and 8. 

Cooperative Government Events (average 
weighted) 

Based on the IDEA cooperation-conflict scale: Average 
weight of Events (i) that have a positive value on the 
IDEA conflict-cooperation scale* and (ii where at least 
one initiator is a government actor. The Indicator has 
a range between -13 and 8. 

Conflictive Non-Government Events (relative) Number of Events (i) that have a negative value on the 
IDEA conflict-cooperation scale* and (ii) where at 
least one Initiator is a government actor divided by 
the number of all reported events. The Indicator has a 
range between 0 and 1. 

Conflictive Government Events (relative) Number of Events (i) that have a negative value on the 
IDEA conflict-cooperation scale* and (ii) where at 
least one Initiator is a government actor divided by 
the number of all reported events. The Indicator has a 
range between 0 and 1. 
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Who are we? 

FAST International is the early warning program of swisspeace, based in Bern, Switzerland. The program is 

funded and utilized by an international consortium of development agencies consisting of the Austrian 

Development Agency (ADA), Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).  

What do we want to achieve? 

FAST International aims at enhancing political decision makers’ and their offices’ ability to identify critical 

developments in a timely manner so that coherent political strategies can be formulated to either prevent or 

limit destructive effects of violent conflict or identify windows of opportunity for peacebuilding. 

How do we work? 

FAST International uses both qualitative and quantitative methods, with the combination of methods being 

determined in each case by customer needs. The centerpiece of FAST International is the collection of single 

cooperative and conflictive events by means of a web-based software, applied by local staff using a coding 

scheme called IDEA (Integrated Data for Event Analysis), which is based on the WEIS (World Interaction 

Survey) coding scheme. The monitoring by FAST International is done independently from Western media 

coverage, thus providing for a constant influx of information. This information is collected by FAST 

International’s own Local Information Networks (LINs). The quantitative empirical analysis is based on 

composed indicators developed within the IDEA framework. Since even the most profound quantitative 

analysis requires interpretation, FAST International cooperates with renowned country/area experts.  

What are our products? 

FAST International offers different early warning products tailored to customer needs. The only standard 

product available to the general public is the FAST Update, which provides the reader with an overview of 

developments on a semi-annual basis. It consists of three to five tension barometers (graphs), displaying 

cooperative and conflictive developments, which are analyzed by FAST’s country/area experts on the basis of 

specific indicators. Whenever major changes occur in one of the countries or regions under scrutiny, FAST 

releases Special Updates, which follow the structure of the regular FAST Updates. FAST Updates are 

available in either hard copy, in electronic form on the respective country page or by subscription. 

Which countries do we currently monitor? 

Africa:  Angola, Burundi, DRC/Kivu region, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mozambique, Rwanda, Somalia 

Asia:  Afghanistan, India/Kashmir, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 

Europe:  Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Georgia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, 

Russian Federation/North Caucasus region, Serbia 


