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Sudan/Chad Situation Update 
Highlights 

 
SOUTH SUDAN 

 
Security 
The security situation in and around Juba was relatively calm. Attacks by armed groups (bandits) 
or individuals from local villages along the Juba-Torit road continued. Tribal clashes continued to 
take place randomly in the north of Bahr El Jebel State, especially between Mundari and Dinka 
tribesmen. In Eastern Equatoria, inter-tribal clashes between the Toposa of Eastern Equatoria and 
the Turkana of northwestern Kenya continued to be reported. No major reports of activities by the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) were received. In Western Equatoria, all humanitarian aid vehicles 
have been advised not to stop in Maridi junction due to the presence of armed elements outside 
the control of the authorities. In Bahr El Ghazal and Lakes, there were two separate serious road 
robbery incidents earlier this month involving WFP and UNICEF near Waco, on the Rumbek-Yei 
road. The situation along the road has now been brought under control. Western Upper Nile 
remained stable with no reported incidents and Leale was re-assessed to UN Operation Lifeline 
Sudan (OLS) level 2. Unconfirmed information indicates that Government militia are filling positions 
left vacant by the Government’s regular forces in the garrison town of Bentiu. In Central Upper Nile, 
Keew has been raised to level 4 following heavy clan fighting. In Eastern Upper Nile and Shilluk 
Kingdom, Lekongole, Yuai and Pulturuk have been raised to level 4 following reports that 
Government militias in these locations, recently aligned with the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Army (SPLM/A), have defected from the SPLM/A. Nuba Mountains remained stable. In 
Southern Blue Nile, Bawac remained at level 4.  
 
Access to Juba  
Free access to Juba continues to be through the Juba-Yei road (although it is not officially open), 
Juba-Kajo Keji road (not officially open), Juba-Rokon road and Juba-Terekeka road. With reduced 
LRA activities on the Juba-Torit road, some civilians have started filtering in from Eastern Equatoria 
on a daily basis. Some civilians are also starting to use the Nimule-Juba road, raising hopes that 
this lifeline road which links the southern capital to East Africa will soon become accessible.  
 
Population movements around Juba 
There has been no significant change in population movements around Juba. Since the signing of 
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, people go in and out of Juba to visit family or trade 
commodities. Returnee students continue to arrive in Juba at the rate of 11 persons per day, 
reaching 156 for the month of June alone, according to the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC).  
 
Returns to Western Equatoria 
There is regular trickle of returnees coming back to their areas of origin in Western Equatoria from 
the Central African Republic (CAR) and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), but the numbers 
are not significant. The returnees are regularly approaching the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission (SRRC) office and requesting assistance such as non-food items and agricultural 
tools. It is difficult to monitor all the returnees coming to this region due to insufficient resources 
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available to the local authorities and UNHCR. The Sustainable Returns Team (SRT) is trying to 
register and monitor the returnees but so far the system is not working adequately as there is only 
one enumerator responsible for Yambio county. The enumerator reported that a total of 75 families 
(1,215 individuals) have returned from CAR and the DRC as well as 50 IDP families (855 persons). 
The spontaneous returnees from CAR are still reporting harassment by the border area 
forces/authorities. 
 
IDP intentions concerning return to their places of origin 
A sample survey on IDP intentions concerning return to their places of origin has been finalised 
and is based on information collected between 20 March and 20 June 2005 in Khartoum and other 
IDP locations in regions of the North (Nile and Northern States), East (Red Sea, Kassala and 
Gedaref States), Central (White Nile, Blue Nile and Sennar States) and South Kordofan (Nuba 
Mountains). HAC, UNHCR, OCHA, IOM, WHO, UNICEF, Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and 
Fellowship for African Relief (FAR) participated in the funding and implementation of the survey. A 
total of 7,020 households (44,238 persons) were interviewed. The interviewed population originate 
mostly from Nuba Mountains (37 percent) and South Sudan (33 percent). Among southern 
Sudanese, 75 percent of the interviewed households stated conflict in areas of origin as the main 
reason for displacement. Eighty percent said that they will return, while 10 percent said that they 
have not decided yet and another 10 percent that they will not return. Thirty-eight percent said that 
they will return during 2005 and another 41 percent that they intend to return after 2005. 
 
Ethiopian Anuak refugees in Juba and Pibor 
In Juba, the situation of refugees at Lologo site remained stable. The construction of additional 
shelter and latrines has begun and the refugees have started clearing the land for cultivation. The 
refugees in Pibor also started to prepare their allocated land for cultivation, a crucial step toward 
self-sufficiency.  
 
Establishment of a UNHCR presence in Malakal 
On 10 June, UNHCR met with the acting Governor of Malakal and informed him of UNHCR’s 
presence and plans for assisting returnees and Ethiopian refugees in Malakal. The Governor 
welcomed UNHCR’s presence and expressed his willingness to cooperate with the agency and 
facilitate its work in the area. 
 
Ethiopian Anuak refugees in Malakal 
On 14 June, UNHCR Malakal received Ethiopians Anuak refugees who left Gambella in December 
2003 after the conflict.  One of the refugees presented to the office a list of 39 Ethiopian refugees 
residing in Malakal. UNHCR Malakal has registered 35 refugees, all of young age (18-30 years 
old). This is the same group as those in Juba and Pibor where they were recognized as prima facie 
refugees. Since they are recognized as prima facie refugees elsewhere, they will be provided with 
food, non-food items and other assistance. Two families (six persons) claimed to have left 
Gambella during the election period in May 2005.  
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Returnees in Malakal 
UNHCR Malakal held two meetings with a group of returnees, mainly from Ethiopia. Most of the 
returnees are originally from Maiwut locality near the Ethiopian border. They indicated that they 
prefer to stay in Malakal town due to insecurity in the surrounding villages arising from tribal 
conflict, to have access to better health and education services and for job opportunities with the 
UN and NGOs. They also expressed concern about their lack of knowledge of the Arabic language, 
the high cost of obtaining ID cards as well as documents that certify their age and nationality 
(required for employment) and the lack of farming land.  
 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) provided a 14-day food ration and non-food 
items to 255 families/1,313 returnees from Ethiopia, who were registered for the first time by 
HAC/ADRA upon their arrival in Malakal a few months ago and who have been assembling at the 
church. Ninety-two families/1,440 IDPs, who were on transit from north to Abong and Adong also 
received a 14-day food ration. 
 
Urban reintegration 
In the context of the UN’s response to issues of urban return and reintegration, a joint mission 
comprising the University of London’s Department of Urban Development, UNHCR, UNDP, 
UNICEF and HABITAT visited Malakal. The purpose of the mission was to obtain a rapid 
assessment of the extent and nature of the problems that are likely to be associated with an 
increase in urban returns in South Sudan and to enable UNHCR, UNDP and UNICEF to identify 
immediate measures to improve the absorption capacity of urban areas. 
 
Inter-agency mission to Nasir 
From 12-21 June, UNHCR Malakal participated in an inter-agency mission with OCHA, UNICEF 
and WFP to Nasir where many returnees from Gambella are expected to pass through. Meetings 
were held with the local authorities and church and women’s groups. The authorities requested and 
welcomed UNHCR’s presence. Since the authorities do not have a system to track returns, 
UNHCR provided a registration book to the Deputy Commissioner, who is to appoint an official to 
register returnees. UNHCR will try to have a semi-permanent presence in Nasir to monitor closely 
the return movement and the tracking system. Many agreed that the priority in Nasir is the 
provision of food. WFP will conduct an airdrop of one-month rations in the coming week, while FAO 
has been requested to provide seeds and tools. Disarmament is also a priority in Nasir. Most 
returnees encountered in Nasir were students, who expressed concern on lack of secondary and 
higher education as well as vocational training and employment opportunities.  
 
Take over of HAC offices by SRRC  
HAC and SRRC started joint assessment missions in South Sudan to prepare for the taking over of 
HAC offices by SRRC. A HAC/SRRC joint mission visited Rumbek on 20-21 June and met with 
local authorities, UN agencies and NGOs. In the meeting with UN agencies, of particular relevance 
was HAC’s interest in UNHCR’s plans for repatriation and the importance they attach to starting 
discussions for Tripartite Agreements as well as UNHCR’s role with IDPs.   
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UNHCR’s Protection Policy Framework  
On 17 June, UNHCR Rumbek chaired the Protection Working Group South where it informed the 
participants on the Protection Policy Framework, a paper drafted by UNHCR and adopted by the 
Core Group, which will be included in the UN Operational Plan for the Return and Reintegration of 
IDPs and Refugees. The framework will serve as the overarching set of principles and standards 
that will guide every actor involved in the repatriation and reintegration process. 
 
Training in human rights 
On 13 June, UNHCR Yei gave a training in human rights to army officers currently undergoing 
training at the Institute of Strategic Studies in Yei. On 14 June, UNHCR Yei also trained police 
cadets at Alero in penal law. UNHCR Yambio met with the local authorities to enhance their 
understanding of human rights, in particular with regard to children and women. 
 
Support to the judiciary 
UNHCR received a request from the “Circuit 1 High Court” (with responsibility over Rumbek, Yirol, 
Akot and part of Upper Nile, including Pochalla) to provide them with solar lamps for their 
upcoming mobile court sessions in Yirol, following the upheaval in that area. UNHCR has 
responded positively to the request and the items will be handed over to the high court judge soon.  
 
Skills for southern Sudan 
UNHCR Rumbek met with “Skills for Southern Sudan”, an NGO assembling a database of skilled 
Sudanese for employment in southern Sudan. Skills for Southern Sudan expressed an interest in 
linking up with UNHCR to share information and databases. UNHCR will share the results of 
surveys and registration exercises being undertaken in countries of asylum. 
 
Teachers for South Sudan 
The education sector had meetings in Nairobi with Sudan Basic Education Programme 
(CARE/SBEP) and the Secretariat of Education. The aim of the meeting was to discuss the 
situation of teachers in South Sudan. Options were discussed as how to meet the needs of 
teachers and accelerate their training. High on the agenda was the strategy on how to attract and 
retain teachers and improve their basic conditions. The Education Commissioner reiterated that the 
Secretariat had received funding from donors to implement an incentive scheme. Agencies and 
NGOs were asked to coordinate their respective incentive schemes with the Secretariat. 
 
UNCIVPOL in Rumbek 
The UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) civilian police (UNCIVPOL) and UNMIS military officers from 
Juba arrived in Rumbek on 13 June. The purpose of the mission was to carry out an initial 
assessment of local authority policing capabilities and conduct preliminary assessments to engage 
UN/NGOs in relation to UNMIS deployment, roles and responsibilities. UNCIVPOL will be 
unarmed, with a limited mandate and, at this stage, will not operate jointly with the local police. 
UNCIVPOL Liaison Officers said they have been unable to hold meaningful meetings with their 
local police counterparts while in Juba. They have been advised to establish themselves in 
Rumbek since top level officials from the local authorities and the international community have not 
relocated to Juba and may not do so in the foreseeable future.  



 

UNHCR Sudan Operations Update 20 
5/15 

23 June 2005

Community Based Reintegration Projects  
Juba 
Swedish Free Mission (SFM) has completed the drilling of four wells on the Juba-Rokon road 
where high numbers of returnees are expected. Training of the local communities on management 
of the wells will follow. Meanwhile, SFM will start to drill five wells in the Jebel Kujur residential area 
as part of the plan to drill 20 wells for Juba. A group of 15 young men have been recruited as 
apprentices and are undergoing training at the SFM workshop which will enable them to take over 
the production of school desks.  
 
Yei 
Action Africa Help (AAH) received agricultural tools to distribute to 3,000 households in the 
counties of Yei, Morobo and Lainya. Norwegian Peoples Aid (NPA) is getting ready to renovate the 
SRRC regional office, while the renovation of Yei county offices is ongoing. Jesuit Refugee Service 
(JRS) continued to mobilise the community to construct schools in Lainya and Morobo counties. 
Sixty percent of the foundation work for Kinji primary school and Yari primary school has been 
completed. Foundation work for the dormitory of Yei medical school is almost complete. 
 
Kajo Keji 
The rehabilitation of 10 boreholes is ongoing. ARC is preparing to construct nine primary health 
care units and one primary health care centre. SUHA has started the construction of 11 primary 
health care units and one health centre. JRS has started the construction work for schools in 
Pamoju, Mere, Andasire, Liwolo, Lire and Jondale. Mine Action Group (MAG) has started a mine 
risk education programme in most of the payams of Kajo Keji county. Two sessions have been 
held in Lire and Kangapo 11.  
 
Yambio 
Africa Development and Emergency Organisation (ADEO) is rehabilitating health centres in various 
payams of Yambio county. ADEO also organized a two-day training workshop on HIV/AIDS for the 
people of Yambio county. Topics covered included stigma, prevention and home-based care. 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) is facilitating a teachers’ training programme for 
46 teachers from Yambio, Ezo, Ibba and Maridi counties. In addition, ADRA is in the process of 
procuring 400,000 exercise books and other materials for distribution in selected schools. The 
materials will reach returnee children who enrolled recently in schools. The Secretariat of 
Education in New Sudan is actively involved in the procurement procedure of the scholastic 
materials. World Vision International (WVI) distributed seeds and tools to 5,000 beneficiaries in 
Yambio, Ezo and Tambura.  
 
Urban integration study 
On 16 June, UNHCR Rumbek participated in a debriefing workshop on a UNDP/UNHCR/UNICEF-
funded urban integration study which has been commissioned by the Secretariats of Infrastructure 
and Local Governance. The consultants undertaking the study debriefed on their second round of 
missions to the Government-controlled towns of Malakal, Wau and Juba (first round of missions 
was to SPLM/A-controlled towns). Whereas in SPLM/A-controlled areas there is an urgent need for 
capacity-building (both in terms of skills and setting up of administrative systems), an embryonic 
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structure already exists in Government-held towns. The identified priority interventions are common 
to all of Sudan and include water and sanitation, health, access to education, roads, access to 
markets and mine clearance. Underlying priority areas are employment opportunities and land 
distribution. 
 
Reconciliation agreement between the Government and the National Democratic Alliance 
The Government of Sudan and the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) signed a reconciliation 
agreement in Egypt, which refers to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and represents an 
important step forward in the democratisation process of Sudan. The leader of SPLM/A, Dr. John 
Garang, participated in the signing ceremony. 
 
Sudanese refugees in Egypt 
Sudanese asylum-seekers continued to arrive in Egypt. Since the beginning of May, around 400 
Sudanese asylum-seekers have registered with UNHCR Cairo. The voluntary repatriation 
registration exercise began three months ago and continues on a weekly basis. However, numbers 
registering for repatriation remain very low. Less than 40 Sudanese refugees and asylum-seekers 
have registered for repatriation over the last three months and, of these, only 10 percent wish to 
return to South Sudan. Nine people returned to Sudan in May, the majority to North Sudan and 
Khartoum and one to Nuba Mountains. There appear to be a number of misperceptions in the 
community about voluntary repatriation. UNHCR Cairo is trying to overcome these misperceptions 
by organizing regular briefings with refugees and community-based organizations. 
 
Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia 
The refugee registration exercise has been successfully completed in Dimma camp (Gambella 
National Regional State). The exercise revealed the presence of 8,305 refugees in the camp, 
which represents a dramatic decrease in figures by more than 55 percent. The camp figures 
reported in the previous month were over 19,000. Furthermore, UNHCR Fugnido reported that 39 
refugees left the camp without informing UNHCR or the Administration for Refugees and 
Returnees Affairs (ARRA). It is presumed that most of these refugees returned to Sudan. 
Information received from the authorities in Nasir (Sudan) indicate that some 17 refugees from 
Bonga camp also returned spontaneously to Chale, their area of origin. Meanwhile, 11 families (34 
individuals) have arrived from South Sudan seeking asylum in Ethiopia. A joint UNHCR/ARRA 
(Gambella) screening was carried out and all asylum-seekers were accepted and granted refugee 
status.  
 
New High Commissioner ’s visit to Uganda 
As part of UNHCR's global effort to mark the annual World Refugee Day on 20 June, the new High 
Commissioner António Guterres visited Uganda from 20 to 22 June. He traveled to various refugee 
locations in the north and saw the situation of tens of thousands of Sudanese refugees. There are 
about 204,400 Sudanese refugees in Uganda. Since early 2004, over 18,000 refugees have 
arrived in Uganda at a rate of over 1,000 a month claiming insecurity due to LRA fighting, inter-
ethnic fighting and lack of food. Nearly 9,000 have arrived in Arua, northern Uganda, since January 
of this year.  
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World Refugee Day, 20 June 
This year’s World Refugee Day theme was “Courage,” which was chosen to highlight that refugees 
are courageous human beings with significant resources and can be positive contributors to their 
country when they finally return or to their host societies while they are in asylum. In Khartoum, 
World Refugee Day received good coverage by both local newspapers and radio stations. Sudan 
Radio broadcast news items on several of its bulletins and a feature report on 20 June in its main 
evening news about the theme, the High Commissioner’s message and UNHCR’s activities in 
South Sudan. On the occasion, the Director of Operations for the Sudan Situation, Jean-Marie 
Fakhouri, also gave interviews to Sudan Radio and BBC. 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 13 June 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 32,674,272 
 

EAST SUDAN 
 
Security 
The security situation in East Sudan deteriorated significantly. On 24 May, a Government convoy 
travelling on the road from Kassala to Port Sudan was attacked by people believed to be members 
of the Beja Congress. Furthermore, three members of the Red Sea local council of legislation as 
well as their vehicles were reportedly kidnapped near the border with Eritrea. On 31 May, it was 
reported that Zhanna town, which is 60 km from the Wad El Hilleau camp area within Kassala 
State, was attacked by people believed to be associated with the Free Lion Movement.  The Wad 
El Hilleau area was recently declared a “no go” area. Restrictions on movement to several 
locations in Kassala State have affected UNHCR’s ability to assist refugees and monitor activities. 
The affected refugee camps are Shagarab I, II, III, Abuda and Wad El Hilleau (accommodating 
about 30,000 refugees). Preparations are underway for the deployment of UNMIS along the border 
currently held by the SPLM/A.  
 
New arrivals 
As of mid-May, 332 new arrivals were received and their refugee status determined with 98 percent 
acceptance. Most of them were young Eritrean nationals (draft evaders and deserters). Following 
high-level negotiations, the authorities no longer withhold ID cards from newly accepted refugees. 
Most of the new arrivals are picked up by security officers at identified entry border points and 
transferred to the Office of the Commissioner for Refugees (COR) at Wad Shirefey reception 
centre. However, some officers who are stationed at other entry points that are not frequented by 
asylum-seekers, picked up and handed over some arrivals (a mixed group of asylum-seekers and 
economic migrants) to the Kassala and Gedaref courts rather than to COR. Some of these asylum-
seekers (20 Eritrean nationals) were jailed and deported. UNHCR intervened and strongly 
protested the detention and deportation of asylum-seekers who come through different routes. 
Since then, no more deportations have taken place. UNHCR, COR, local authorities, security, and 
military intelligence are in the process of improving coordination. Training of officers at all entry 
points is planned to ensure proper hand-over of asylum-seekers to the reception centre and 
prevent deportation.  
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General camp situation 
A joint UNHCR/WFP/COR survey on nutrition indicated that the malnutrition rate among refugees 
has risen from an average of 6.4 last year to 10.4 this year mostly due to irregular food supply, the 
dry season and camp closure/relocation. The highest malnutrition rate was reported in Um Gargur 
camp (consolidation camp). However, the overall situation in the camps has now improved. WFP 
provided full rations of food (except sugar) for the months of May and June. Since last year, 
refugees had received only half rations as no oil or pulses were distributed. WFP has also begun to 
pre-position food rations in the camps for the rainy season. The water situation in all the camps has 
also improved following repair of the pumps.  
 
Closure of camps 
On 5 June, the Governor of Kassala, ACOR and UNHCR signed an agreement which formally 
hands over the closed camps of Wad El Hilleau and Um Ali to the local authorities. Some refugees 
(120 families) have opted to move into the consolidated camp (Abuda). Integration into local 
services for the remaining refugees (about 4,500 persons) is being worked out.  
 
Girls’ education 
A joint UNHCR/WFP/COR mission visited schools in a number of camps in the eastern and central 
states. Meetings were organised with elders committees, parents committees and camp managers 
to discuss the promotion of girls’ participation in education and recreation activities as well as 
scholarships for secondary school education and DAFI scholarships for university studies. At Um 
Gargur girls' school, a meeting was held with COR and teachers to discuss the situation of girls’ 
education at higher grades, as 60 percent of the girls (33 out of 55) who took the final exam in 
February failed. According to the teachers, this is due mainly to the fact that girls are discouraged 
by their families to study as they do not recognise the importance of girls' education and are not 
keen to send girls to secondary school. Another reason for failure is that there are no evening 
classes for higher grades students due to lack of electricity. COR agreed to provide electricity to 
the school. During meetings with the refugees, the importance of women’s participation in existing 
camp committees was also discussed.  
 
Psycho-social training workshop 
From 23 to 25 May, Ahfad University conducted a three-day training workshop with 25 refugee 
participants selected from all camps. The training included a two-day workshop in Showak on 
reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) and Knowledge 
Attitudes and Practices (KAP) survey questionnaires and techniques as well as a one-day "on the 
job" KAP survey training in Um Gargur. Based on the findings of the workshop and try-out in the 
camp, the survey questionnaires will be revised. Once questionnaires are ready, refugee 
participants will embark on a KAP survey of reproductive health, HIV/AIDS and SGBV in all camps. 
Survey results will guide Ahfad University in the design of a psycho-social training programme for 
selected refugees. 
 
World Environment Day, 5 June 
World Environment Day celebrations took place in all refugee camps and host communities. The 
theme was “Green Your Camps and Villages, Improve Natural Resource Management, Plan for the 
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Planet” and the main activities related to tree planting, energy conservation and sanitation. The key 
messages were delivered through drama, poetry, arts and crafts, film screenings and poster 
exhibitions. The local media in Kassala and Gedaref covered the events. 
 
World Refugee Day celebrations on 20 June 
This year's World Refugee Day was commemorated in all the 12 camps in Eastern and Central 
States with activities organised by the refugees, sport competitions (volleyball among girls and 
football among boys) by students and children out of school ad well as school visits by DAFI 
students.  
 
Rehabilitation of refugee-hosting areas 
In Gedaref, the rehabilitation and construction of Doka hospital has been completed and 
inaugurated on 28 May. The rehabilitation of Um Rakuba hospital has also been completed. In 
Kassala, the rehabilitation and construction of Wad El Hilleau rural hospital is expected to start 
soon. 
 
Update on the funding situation for East Sudan as of 13 June 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,130,445 
 

DARFUR 
 

Security 
The overall security situation in West Darfur was relatively stable. The UN Department of Safety 
and Security (UNDSS) sent an assessment mission to the Kulbus area on 2-3 June following 
reports that a concentration of Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and Sudan Liberation Army 
(SLA) were in the area having entered from Chad. More and more people from the Masarya-Jebel 
tribe in and around Jebel Moon are starting to declare themselves as JEM/SLA. Reports that there 
are 200 troops in Jebel Moon may be the result of locals identifying themselves with these groups. 
On 4 June, there was heavy gunfire between locals and Arabs in Seleah in the Wadi Gashir area 
and in Kulbus locality. This incident has made the situation in these areas tense and unstable. In 
South Darfur, conflict and displacement continue to occur sporadically in certain areas and 
tensions in the largest camp, Kalma, continue to be high.  
 
Darfurians in Ethiopia 
Five Darfurians have arrived in Ethiopia since the beginning of June. They claim to have fled 
killings and forced military conscription. All of them reckon that the janjaweed have ransacked their 
homes and fields. The new arrivals mentioned that the SPLM/A-liberated areas are no safer than 
the traditionally Government-controlled areas, particularly for Darfurians of young age and from the 
main tribes (Zagawa, Massalit and Furs).  
 
Returns from South to West Darfur 
Although no significant movements were reported, the HAC Commissioner in El Geneina informed 
that the Government hopes that 6,000 families (30,000 people) will return from in and around Nyala 
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by the end of July. He stated that 600 families (3,000 people) are registered to return. Despite 
these claims, no such large-scale return has taken place so far. On 9 June, a group of 423 families 
(1,280 individuals) departed from Nyala for various locations in West Darfur. UNHCR and IOM 
were able to verify the voluntary nature of the movement of these persons. However, it appears 
from information in West Darfur that a significant number of those returning are doing so only to 
receive the returnee cash/food package.  
 
IDPs in Beida 
The HAC Commissioner informed UNHCR that about 2,000 families may be returning to Beida 
from the border area in Chad. However, upon investigation on 2 June, UNHCR found that the 
returnees in the area had already been identified by UNHCR as refugees who had been in the 
border areas of Chad and had returned to live as IDPs in Beida over the past year. These people 
have been unable to return to their villages of origin around Beida due to ongoing insecurity. 
 
Occupation of abandoned villages by nomads 
UNHCR continued to document a number of locations where nomadic tribes are occupying 
abandoned villages in West Darfur. UNHCR will ask all agencies to report on any locations where 
this is happening. UNHCR has also raised this with the authorities of West Darfur as a potential 
issue affecting peace, reconciliation and future return. 
 
Mission to Krenek 
On 1 June, UNHCR visited four villages on the way to Krenek and confirmed the presence of 
nomads around some of the villages. Women clearing the land for planting in one village indicated 
that they did not intend to plant unless the nomads left the area. Previously, their crops had been 
eaten by the nomads’ animals. Women also mentioned that the area is not safe for them to go and 
collect firewood or plant because they are often beaten by the nomads. This was confirmed by 
discussions held at the local MSF-Switzerland clinic. Although the local umda in Krenek stated that 
it had been agreed among the community leaders that the nomads would leave the village in June, 
so far there is no sign that they are leaving. 
 
Seminar on nomadic routes 
On 6 June, the President's Commission on Nomadic Routes held a conference in El Geneina. The 
conference was chaired by a number of senior officials including the Brigadier of Police, the 
Commissioner and the Minister of Agriculture for West Darfur. The Sultan and about 80 community 
leaders from West Darfur attended as well as UNHCR, other UN agencies and NGOs.  Participants 
raised a number of issues related to land use.   
 
Meeting with local lawyers 
A meeting took place between two local lawyers and UNHCR. UNHCR is interested in developing 
ongoing collaboration with local lawyers to better understand Sudanese law and provide legal aid 
for individuals of concern to UNHCR. The lawyers, who are active in legal aid work with IDPs, 
welcomed a dialogue with UNHCR. They indicated that there are five women lawyers working in El 
Geneina who will be introduced to UNHCR in due course. 
 
 



 

UNHCR Sudan Operations Update 20 
11/15 

23 June 2005

Workshop in camp management 
UNHCR hosted a camp management workshop for NGO camp coordinators and HAC camp 
managers. Seventeen people attended the first session on 6-8 June and 22 participants attended 
the second session on 11-12 June. The workshop facilitators from Norwegian Refugee Council 
focused on the role of camp coordinators and managers in the West Darfur context. Discussions to 
hold a “train the trainers” camp management workshop in September are underway. 
 
Patrolling of firewood collection routes by the AU 
UNHCR, SC-US and Concern met with the AU CivPol to discuss the strategy for the AU to provide 
security cover for women while collecting firewood. This initiative will be piloted in Riyad, Sisi and 
Mornei camps. Meetings are planned through the women’s centres in Sisi and Riyad and with 
women’s groups in Mornei to discuss this initiative and outline routes. Follow-up meetings with the 
women will include discussions with a female AU CivPol who will explain AU’s mandate and 
provide an opportunity to raise questions and concerns.  
 
New arrivals in Zalengi camps 
UNHCR continued to monitor new arrivals and returnees to Zalengi camps. There have been many 
new arrivals from Nertiti and Abata region as a result of insecurity in these areas. Several 
individuals have returned to secondary displacement from Mornei, Khartoum and Nyala in order to 
join family members, presumably before the rainy season.  
 
New Compensation Committee in Zalengi 
The Compensation Committee opened in Zalengi. To date, most sheikhs appear unaware of the 
process. UNHCR held discussions with the committee regarding access by the population to the 
committee and the procedure for filing claims.  UNHCR will continue to monitor the process. 
 
Mission to Abata  
UNHCR traveled to the Abata region on 30 May to investigate inhabited villages, assess the 
protection situation and monitor returns. UNHCR was joined by the new UNDSS Security Officer in 
the area. This was the first road mission by the UN into the area since it was recently opened by 
UNDSS. The inhabitants in many of the villages in Abata region face restricted freedom of 
movement, restricted access to their lands for cultivation and have been forced to pay protection 
fees to surrounding armed groups to ensure security. In some areas, lands have been taken by 
surrounding groups and are being prepared for cultivation. Some residents indicated that they had 
wanted to flee the area but that the roads were “closed” and they were prevented from leaving.  
ICRC is the only agency working in the region.  UNHCR met with the two police commanders in the 
region and discussed some of the issues that were raised. The police have a good and 
sympathetic attitude to the local population but are too poorly resourced to respond to security 
problems. UNHCR has arranged to meet and raise these issues with the Police Commander and 
Commissioner in Zalengi.  UNHCR has also urged UNDSS to assess the remaining roads in Abata 
region so that UNHCR can investigate reported returns to Danjuke and Koja.   
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Peace agreement between Arabs and Fur 
On 8 June, a reconciliation conference took place in Abata which led to a peace agreement 
between Arabs and Fur. Participants included the Minister of Interior, governors of the three Darfur 
States, the leader of Arab nomads, some 100 IDPs, representatives of eight Darfur tribes, 
government officials including the Commissioners of Zalengi and Jebel Mara and HAC. OCHA, 
UNMIS and UNDSS were also present. According to OCHA, the occasion was characterised by 
chanting, jubilation, parading with camels and horses, speeches and the pardoning of eight “war 
criminals” who had repented.  
 
Tribal reconciliation talks 
On 3 June, the Wali of South Darfur invited all UN agencies to attend the final session on the 
reconciliation talks between the Habbanya and Massalit tribes and between the Maherya and 
Turjum tribes. The Chairman of the Arab League, the Minister of Interior and the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General in Sudan were the guests of honor at the session.    
 
Developments in Kalma camp 
Following the incident on 19 May in which clashes between IDPs and police resulted in the 
departure of the police from Kalma camp, tensions have remained high in the camp. The 
Government has forbidden private and commercial vehicles from entering the camp resulting in 
shortages of food. Furthermore, AU CivPol has stopped escorting women during firewood 
collection. This has resulted in an increased number of attacks, beatings and rapes. Discussions 
are on-going with IDPs to ensure the resumption of AU CivPol patrols during firewood collection 
together with the Government’s police.  
 
Training on SGBV and human rights 
The Sudanese Organization Against Torture (SOAT) organized two training sessions on SGBV and 
human rights. The SGBV training was held for humanitarian workers, SOAT animators in particular. 
The human rights training was organized for members of the Bar Association, judges, Attorney-
General’s representatives, volunteer lawyers working with SOAT and IDP leaders. The police and 
national security were also invited to attend the workshop. 
 
Visit by UNHCR’s Director of International Protection 
UNHCR’s Director of International Protection, Erika Feller, visited Sudan from 19 to 23 June. After 
meeting with COR, HAC and UNMIS in Khartoum, she left for West Darfur accompanied by the 
Director of Operations for the Sudan Situation, Jean-Marie Fakhouri, and the Representative in 
Sudan, Kalunga Lutato. There, the delegation met with local authorities, UN agencies and NGOs. 
They also traveled to Habila and met with IDP villagers. The purpose of Ms. Feller’s mission was to 
evaluate UNHCR’s protection strategy in West Darfur. 
 
New AU Special Envoy 
On 26 May, the Chairperson of the AU Commission Alpha Oumar Konare announced the 
appointment of Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, former Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU), as the AU Special Envoy for the Inter-Sudanese Peace Talks on Darfur. The fifth 
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round of the Inter-Sudanese Peace Talks resumed on 12 June. During the talks, representatives of 
the Government, SPLM/A and JEM reaffirmed their full support for AU mediation. 
 
High-level AU delegation 
A high-level AU delegation comprising the AU Commissioner for Peace and Security, the AU 
Commissioner for Political Affairs and the Head of the Conflict Management Department visited 
Darfur to assess the humanitarian situation. On 3 June, they visited Kalma camp, where they 
discussed the security situation, the humanitarian intervention and collaboration with the AU. This 
visit follows the AU-led assessment mission to Darfur from 10 to 22 March and the decision of the 
28th meeting of the Peace and Security Council to increase AMIS (AU Mission in Sudan) strength 
to a total of 6,171 military personnel, with an appropriate civilian component, including up to 1,560 
civilian police personnel, by the end of September 2005. 
 
Pledging conference for the AU Mission in Sudan 
The pledging conference to garner support for AMIS, convened on 26 May by the AU at its 
headquarters in Addis Ababa, ended successfully, with pledges from AU partners, as well as some 
AU member states, totaling almost USD 292 million. Canada was the biggest donor, followed by 
the EU and the US. Ghana and Mauritania also made pledges to support AMIS. 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 13 June 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 3,106,376 
 

CHAD 
 

Security 
The security situation in eastern Chad remained calm. The crisis affecting Touloum camp was 
resolved and activities resumed satisfactorily. The referendum on 6 June to determine whether the 
constitution could be amended to allow incumbent President Idriss Deby to run for a third term took 
place without security incidents. It appears that very few citizens participated in the vote.   
 
Displaced persons in the Dar Sila area 
The 4,000 displaced persons in the Dar Sila area refused to return to their villages of origin in the 
Sudan/Chad border area. Although the Chadian Government insists that they return and the 
regional governor has reinforced Chadian military presence in the area, the displaced persons do 
not believe that their villages -- still empty -- are safe for return. UNHCR will support these families, 
as well as those hosting them, by providing agricultural seeds and tools and a one-time food ration.   
 
Upgrading of camps in eastern Chad 
Following the Government’s decision not to allow any camps to be moved or new ones to be 
constructed, UNHCR and its implementing partners have determined to upgrade some of the 
structures in Am Nabak and Oure Cassonni refugee camps. Notwithstanding, UNHCR continues to 
insist that the camps, which are both within 50 km of the Sudanese border, need to be moved 
further inland.  
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Transfers to Gaga camp 
About 450 refugees were transferred from Goz Amir to Gaga camp to help decongest Goz Amir.  
 
Protection activities 
UNHCR has completed the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for registration. A registration 
committee composed of UNHCR, WFP, the national refugee authority (CNAR) and the refugee 
camp managers will be established to prepare for registration in each camp. Phase II of the 
registration exercise in Guereda will begin by the end of June. 
 
Activities in the camps of eastern Chad 
Helping refugees economize on their consumption of dead wood remains a priority. The pilot of the 
German-designed “save 80 stove” (requiring, as its name implies, 80 percent less fuel than a 
conventional stove) was highly successful. Family solar cookers, not popular initially, also seem 
now to be enjoying some acceptance. No final evaluation of the solar cookers has yet been made. 
After several months of discussions, the organized distribution of firewood by a local NGO under 
the supervision of CARE started in Iriba. 
 
Progress on the construction of semi-permanent schools in the camps is adequate despite 
increasing sandstorms and the poor quality of available construction contractors. Exams for 
primary school were conducted in several of the refugee camps. More than 3,500 adolescents and 
adults indicated a desire to attend the recently announced literacy classes in Farchana.   
 
The new “primes d’encouragement” (incentives for work performed in the camps by refugees, 
generally ranging between FCFA 15,000 and 40,000 or USD $30 and $80 per month) were 
successfully implemented in Bahai thanks to the efforts of concerned NGOs. 
 
Assistance to refugee-hosting communities 
UNHCR, other humanitarian agencies (Premiere Urgence in the Adre area, CARE in Iriba and 
Secadev in Adre and Guereda) and the Government are mobilizing resources to ensure that seeds 
are provided to members of communities hosting refugees. Additionally, the Government is making 
subsidized cereals available and UNHCR is providing for their transportation to the main markets. 
In addition to seeds, families will also receive a food protection ration from WFP. Approximately 
2,400 kits of agricultural seeds and tools have been distributed in the Dar Sila area so far. UNHCR 
envisages providing another 8,000 kits to families in the Adre area and 5,000 to families in the Iriba 
and Guereda areas.  
 
Activities in southern Chad 
Gore 
As a result of clashes between rebels and government forces on 3 June in the northern part of 
CAR, there are over 8,200 new arrivals in Gore. Following two emergency assessments by 
UNHCR and the completion of preliminary registration, a joint UNHCR/WFP/UNICEF mission 
travelled to the area on 13 June to assess short to medium term needs, including the feasibility of 
establishing a new refugee settlement. Food, shelter and access to medical facilities are the most 
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urgent needs. The impact of the influx on repatriation to CAR later in 2005 and in 2006 is not yet 
known. 
 
Damanadji 
Damanadji has experienced no new influx of refugees. The area across the border near Sido in 
CAR is reported to be quiet despite the presidential elections and the problems which caused 
people to flee to Gore. The focus in Damanadji thus remains on durable solutions: repatriation and 
local integration. The president of Yaroungou settlement together with a number of delegates will 
sensitize the refugee population zone by zone about the solutions available to them. In the coming 
weeks, a joint UNHCR/CNAR team will gather information on the refugees’ views on repatriation. 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 13 June 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 31,752,494  


