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Haitians are using
the Multimedia Centres more
and more to share information
and ideas among themselves

This issue marks the beginning of the second year and is a
testimony to what the Multimedia Centres (MMCs) have
accomplished so far, supporting a dialogue among Haitians.
The period of May 2007- May 2008 was a fantastic first year
for the project.

During our first 12 months of operations, a total of 498
associations and organizations from civil society were
accredited to the nine MMCc across Haiti. These
organizations were able to take advantage of the resources
available free of charge, which provided them with fully
equipped conference rooms, internet access, computer
skills training, administrative and logistical support to
develop activities and discuss issues of relevance for the
populations where the centres are established. We are
hopeful that our customers will continue benefiting from
these resources and will be able to share their experiences 
with all the members of their associations. In addition to the
services available, the centres are helping and encouraging
accredited members to develop their own activities, and take
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the initiative to propose the
themes they consider to be the
most suitable for their commu-
nities.

We are happy to report that as
of 31st May 2008 we were
able to succeed in our first-
year goals related to the full
implementation of the project. 
Some 45,000 people attended
and participated in activities
that were organized in the
MMCs. There is nothing more
rewarding than seeing mem-
bers of the community, local
authorities, associations and
NGOs getting together in the
centres and sharing their
ideas, experiences and dis-
cussing ways to better deal
with the problems they face in
their daily lives within their
communities.

During the months of January,
February and March of this
year, the Foundation J'Aime
Haiti and the Multimedia
Centres joined forces to raise
awareness of the challenges
people with disabilities face in
Haiti. With the slogan “Men
nan Men ak moun andikape”
(hand in hand with people with
disabilities), Mr. Gerald Oriol
Jr, vice-president and spokes-
person of J'Aime Haiti, and
who is himself disabled, em-
phasized during all sessions
held in the centres the impor-
tance of providing people with
disabilities the opportunity of
integrating into society. His
leadership on this topic proved
to be an effective sensitization
tool and we look forward to
continue supporting the efforts
of J'Aime Haiti through the
organization of activities in all
our MMCs.

This second issue of the Multi
Media Centres Newsletter comes
to you after the first anniversary of
the project. Judging from the large
number of beneficiaries and par-
ticipants involved in the centre's
activities, the success of the
MMCs across Haiti is real. We are
happy to share the good news
and hope you enjoy your reading.
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The Centres have proven to be an
effective channel for the HIV/AIDS Unit
of MINUSTAH to conduct a series of
successful “Stigma Sessions” on the
stigmatization and discrimination that
exist towards the persons infected with
the virus. In addition peer leaders were
trained to work with their communities
to affect changes in knowledge,
attitudes, beliefs and behaviors, and to
initiate shifts in personal and social
norms that would lead to a more
tolerant comportment. During the
course of one week, each peer leader
received basic training and technical
assistance to update and improve their
knowledge about HIV/AIDS. The com-
munities of Port de Paix, Gonaives, Fort
Liberté and Miragoane were selected
for these specific activities and a total of
100 participants obtained their
certificates as peer leaders.

The work of the Multimedia Centres
could not be possible without the
continued commitment and ongoing
support of the national staff running
them, along with the sections of
MINUSTAH and Regional Offices, local
authorities, organized groups of civil
society and representatives of the
media. They all understand the
importance of the centres in building
stronger communities and ultimately a
stronger country through an open
dialogue. The Public Information
Section of MINUSTAH extends its
gratitude to each one of them.

We are excited about the second year
and the opportunities ahead. The
number of people benefiting from and
participating in the activities of the
centres continues to grow. Through
participation and working together,
these beneficiaries have been able to
hold constructive discussions with
others in order to better face the
different challenges that arise in their
communities. For these individuals,
dialogue among Haitians is no longer a
distant goal but a tangible reality.

Irene Hoeglinger & Guillermo Forteau
Coordinators of the Multimedia Centres
Project for the northern and southern
regions

Haitians are using the Multimedia Centres more...
Con’t of the page 1 Statistics

Regions Men % Men Women % Women Total

Gonaives 2814 70.36 1185 29.63 3999

Port-de-Paix 5143 70.09 2194 29.90 7337

Fort-Liberté 2442 61.21 1547 38.78 3989

Cap-Haitien 5751 77.55 1664 22.44 7415

Hinche 2345 64.14 1311 35.85 3656

Miragoane 1682 62.08 1027 37.91 2709

Jacmel 2570 68.67 1172 31.32 3742

Cayes 3594 67.53 1728 32.46 5322

Jérémie 4354 66.94 2150 33.05 6504

Total 30 695 68.71 13 978 31.28 44673

From May 2007 to May 2008, 30 695 men et 13 978 women visited the MMCs to
participate in various activities.

Cap - Haïtien: Workshop on 
the participation of women in politics

Miragoane: training of peer leaders in HIV/AIDS

Jacmel: International Environment Day
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like any other child. I became like this
because of a neighborhood fight. All of us 
who were there were victims of a different
fate. Out of 10 children, some died, and
some others like me were lucky enough to
stay alive. Now I am 32 years old. In spite
of my handicap, I feel proud of myself...

The MMC is a place to exchange
information and become acquainted and
even trained in various domains. All layers
of society come here: local authorities,
youth and female organizations, students,
and the handicapped as well. It would be
good if the Center could work in
partnership with a TV channel, so that all
those who cannot come here may follow its
activities from home, such as those
promoting civic education, peace and
dialogue, among others.

In the past, I used to be very sad and
hopeless because of my physical
condition. Especially because little
support, if any, is given to the handicapped
in my country. I was thus in search of a
place where my qualities could be
appreciated, where I would feel free and
fulfilled.

Here I have always found a warm
welcome. I can participate in various
trainings and increase my knowledge, and
at the same time express my joys and
sorrows. Since I have been frequenting the
MMC I feel free, as any normal human
being.

Indeed, when I use the computers I do a lot
of research on subjects that might be of
interest to the deaf-mute and the handi-
capped. Then, I share this information with
them during trainings. As you may know,
sing language evolves as any other
language. We constantly need to update
ourselves.

You attend quite often Cap-Haitian
Multimedia Center's activities. What
does this Center represent for you?

What is your purpose for frequenting
the MMC?

You not only attend the Center's
activities. You have also helped people
here, by speaking during some
courses…

As you said, you are also the founder
of a center for the deaf-mute; can you
talk a bit more about it?

Where do you find the financial means
to support the handicapped?

Which difficulties do you encounter?

In the professional area, tell us about
your projects

The Center has 20 deaf-mute persons, of
whom 14 live on the premises. There is
also a staff of 15. We do not get any
financial support at the moment. In a
normal country, it is up to the state to
provide support for the handicapped. We
hope, nevertheless, that our concerns
will be heard by local authorities through
the many awareness-raising activities
organized in the MMC. In general, my
mission consists in promoting the
abilities of the handicapped, which for
the most part are ignored by society.

At church I do voluntary work for the
handicapped. Regarding my Center, it
benefits from the support of my friends.
God gave me this blessing, the one of
receiving support from those who
appreciate my work. Despite everything,
I am not discouraged, since I work to help
build a better future. My mission has just
started…

In Haiti, handicapped people are always
left aside. They are unable to become
who they want to be. However, they are
usually endowed with lots of talents. It is,
however, very difficult for them to get a
job. They have no means of transpor-
tation, among many other inconve-
niences. Despite all this, I chose to
support the handicapped, to promote
their values, and to get local authorities
to take them into account.

I am a radio host for a spiritual program
called “The power of prayer”, targeted
mostly at handicapped people. My
dream is to also be able to host a TV
program in the future that I would like to 
call “Handicapped people in action”. The
program would bring out their talents and
their contributions to the development of
Haiti. For this TV project, we would need
the support of many.

Demetrius Smith: leader of the people with disablities in Cap-Haitian

Who are you?

Where did you learn the language of
the deaf-mute?

You move around in your wheel-
chair…

My name is Demetrius Smith. I am the
founder of the Center of Support for the
Deaf-mute and Handicapped (CESMH)
in the north region. I am a son of Cap-
Haitian, a Christian, and a sign language
teacher. People also call me “Leader of
the people with disabilities” because I am
responsible for preaching the word of
God to the deaf-mute in church.

It was a gift from God. I have always had
deaf-mute friends since an early age.
One of them had learned sign language
in school and had taught it to me. There-
after, I continued to improve myself over
the years.

Until the age of seven I had a normal life,

At the beginning of the meeting in the
Multimedia Center (MMC), Demetrius
Smith had a rather impatient look on
his face. Despite the delay of a few
minutes, he remained courteous
regardless of his busy schedule for
the day. In a friendly tone, he also
confessed he had to go to the movies
today, one of his passions. In a few
minutes, in a relaxed and approa-
chable manner, he told us everything,
or almost everything. This interview
is about a simple man, bound to a
wheelchair, but endowed with
outstanding dynamism.

con’t on p. 5
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he Multimedia Centre of Cap Haitian
organized a day of training forTjournalists about the process of

reporting on violence against girls and
children on 9 June. Around 40 journalists
who participated were sensitized on child
protection issues and the correct handling
of information relating to it.

Maria Isabel Sanz Garrido, Human Rights
Officer in Minustah's Regional Office
discussed the types of abuse and violence
normally inflicted upon children and girls.
She pointed out some clauses of the
International Convention on the Rights of
the Child, and underlined the commitment
made by the Haitian government to abide
by it and enforce it.

Speaking of the types of violence against
children and highlighting the impacts of
violence on their future, Carline Allen from
Minustah's Protection of the Child Unit
pointed out that «in Haiti, 40 % of children
are victims of corporal punishments at
home. At school, 45 % are whipped and 40
% hit with rulers by teachers».

Two 12-minute films were then screened,
one on a story of minors at a detention
center and the other on the life of a “child in
domesticity”. “In these situations, a
journalist must be mainly concerned with
respecting the child's dignity and identity.
Any report or interview in these cases must
protect the interests of the children,” explai-
ned Ms.Allen.

The Regional Public Information Officer,
Vicky Delore Ndjeuga, called on journalists
to act in accordance with the ethics of
journalism.”It is always necessary to
conceal the name of these victims and to
blur their visual identity. Their case might be
related to abuse, sexual exploitation,
abduction, association with armed
violence, victim of HIV/AIDS, conflict with
the law, or  any other degrading subjects”, 
noted Mr. Ndjeuga to journalists.

Mr. Heiner Rosendahl, Chief of Minustah's
Regional Office, drew attention to the
upsurge of abductions in the department of
the North in the last few months. He used
this occasion to inform journalists that a
working team, composed of local autho-

rities, PNH and Minustah was recently created to put an end to these criminal acts.
Mr. Rosendahl also encouraged the population to always provide the Police with any
information they might have about the whereabouts of criminals.

Journalists trained in Child Protection issues and handling related information 

The Multimedia Centre of Fort-Liberté
organized a conference-debate to sen-
sitize participants on the rights of people
with disabilities on 19 February 2008.As
part of a national awareness-raising
campaign, Mr. Gérald Oriol Junior, Vice-
President of I love Haiti Foundation and
President of the National Council for the
Rehabilitation of the Handicapped
(CONARAHN), took the occasion to
plead for the social integration of the
800,000 people living with disabilities in
Haiti.

Speaking about the rights of the people
with disabilities, Maismy-Mary Fleurant
and Colette Toe Pare, Minustah's
Human Rights Officers, pointed out that
in the context of human rights, those of 
the handicapped hold a special place.
According to the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights all human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and rights.
“It is the Haitian state's responsibility to
take all legal and administrative mea-

sures to guarantee the protection of the
rights of the people with disabilities,”
said Ms. Fleurant.

For his part, Loly Prosper -a second-
year student at the Training School for
Teachers in Fort-Liberté who had one
leg amputated several years ago -
shared with participants the difficulties
he faces to survive. “I encounter a lot of
obstacles and humiliations from all sorts
of people along the way. Had it not been
for my courage, I could not have
continued my studies,” he said.

The new president of CONARHAN, Mr.
Gérald Oriol Junior, put into perspective
the situation of the people with
disabilities in Haiti. Supporting his
arguments with facts and figures, he
persuaded the audience to continue
pleading the cause showing why civil
society organizations cannot rest on
their laurels.According to his figures,

Raising awareness about social inclusion 
of people with disabilities in fort-liberté

con’t on p. 5

Sensitization day on the intellectual capacities of people with disabilities
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On the occasion of the Latin-American Day
of the Press on 7 June, a seminar was
organized in the Multimedia Center of
Hinche about the region's challenges in the
face of new information and communi-
cations technologies, at the request of the
Union of Journalists of the Central Plateau.

Over 50 persons from different sectors who
attended the event first watched a
presentation featuring a synopsis of the
evolution of information and communi-
cations technologies (ICT) in Haiti. Later, a
discussion was held about the Multimedia
Center's contributions in addressing ICT
problems in the Central Plate region,
allowing participants to suggest ways of
improvement.

“In spite of the many awareness-raising
campaigns launched throughout the
country on the need to improve people's
access to ICT services -- particularly with
the support of the Groupe Croissance --
they still remain a privilege to a few. In
addition, the common absence of
electricity in the region further hinders the
development of ICT,” pointed out one of the
participants.

It was also noted that most state institutions
in the region still function without any
computers or internet, and that private
institutions that benefit from new ICT are

very scarce. In this context, participants
expressed their gratitude for the fact that
the Multimedia Center of Hinche offers free
internet service to affiliated associations,
among which are local authorities, the
media, and civil society.

Since its opening, the Multimedia Center of
Hinche has been offering trainings on the
use of computers and internet, in particular
to public administration officials and high-
school as well as university students in the
context of the “Space for the Youth” project
[see Jacmel article for more information on
this].

Other projects have been planned for the
next few months in order to offer trainings in
computer science and internet to other
beneficiaries, particularly to journalists,
teachers, Law School students and some
technical and vocational schools' staff
needing to keep abreast of latest
technologies.

Limail François, Secretary-General of the
Union of Journalists of the Central Plateau,
declared towards the end of the event that
“The Multimedia Centre is becoming a part
of our city's history. It is the best place in
Hinche where one can be trained from
scratch or update themselves on ICT
services.”

Training on new information
and communications technologies at Central Plate … on the romantic front?

Alast word…

Well, when I court a girl, I usually get a
positive response. But then, my handicap
and how I could help in various manners get
in the way. As a matter of fact, the MMC
contributes to show people what the handi-
capped can do, including me. Therefore, I
am confident that I will end up finding my
soul mate, sooner rather than later…

I wish that Haitians would cease being
indifferent to each others' suffering; that we
come together and engage in a cons-
tructive dialogue; that we unite to overcome
our difficulties; that the MMC continues to
give us all the support needed in this regard
and that the United Nations continue to
promote peace in the world, with the help of
God and the power of prayer.

By Vicky Delore Ndjeuga
Regional Public Information Officer
Cap-Haitian - Hinche  Fort Liberté

people living with disabilities in Haiti
represent close to 10% of the population,
which makes a total of 900,000 persons.
Out of this figure, 15% are school-age chil-
dren but only 4% have access to school.
Moreover, he pointed out that a 2004
Haitian-government survey revealed that
out of 46,000 people holding public adm-
inistration posts, only eight are people with 
disabilities.

Mr. Oriol also shared with the audience
various pictures of people with disabilities
performing different activities, such as
doing sports and handicraft work. He also
showed photos of several well-known
people with disabilities who have inte-
grated into society.

Most of the disabled persons who attended
the event renewed their hope for and
confidence in life after hearing various
testimonies. Several participants con-
fessed that they now perceive this usually
marginalized social category in a different
way, and vowed support for their fight to
integrate into society.

The various presentations were followed by
an interesting debate between pane-lists
and participants, allowing for the formu-
lation of valuable recommendations on how
to best integrate people with disabilities
into normal life.

Youth sharing
information
on data processing

 Interview
Con’t from page 3

Raising awareness... 
Con’t from page 4



Overcoming stigma and discrimination
in the fight against HIV / AIDS
in Port-de-Paix

Thirty-five members of civil society
organizations in Port-de-Paix attended a
seminar on the fight against stigmatization 
and discrimination towards people living
with HIV/AIDS in the Multimedia Center of
this city on 12 March. The activity aimed to
provide HIV seropositive people with the
necessary tools to help them gain a better
acceptance and understanding of their
condition, and to further the establishment 
of a national associations' network of
HIV/AIDS seropositive persons.

Rose Mary Jacques Louis f rom
MINUSTAH's HIV/AIDS Unit stated that as
part of the fight against stigmatization and
discrimination, her Unit hired in 2006
HIV/AIDS seropositive consultants to give
their testimonies during HIV/AIDS sensiti-
zation sessions organized by MINUSTAH.
She added that “this experience had such a
positive impact on participants who learnt
from first-hand experience, that fairly soon
after it the number of people checking their
HIV status at MINUSTAH-established
testing centers started to considerably
increase.”

Beatr ice Dalencourt Turnier from
ONUSIDA explained that stigmatization
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may be expressed by words, thoughts and
attitudes ranging from indifference to
violence, including mockery, rudeness,
refusal to touch and rejection. “Also, stig-
matization is linked to our own way of

perceiving an individual or a group, which is
always connected with social norms and
prejudices”, she pointed out.

She reminded participants that discrimi-
nation is a process whereby people decide
to exclude others having an undesirable or
socially discrediting quality. It is also due to
the abuse of power by some who mislead
society into fostering an unfair rejection
towards a particular group of people.

Ms. Dalencourt mentioned different
examples of stigmatization and discrimi-
nation among which are - believing that
seropositive people are promiscuous,
treating them as if their life had no value,
thinking that they have no future, refusing
to shake their hand, not including them in
social activities, or firing them because of
their status.

“I have been living with HIV/AIDS for five
years. I gave birth to three HIV-free children
simply because I have been taking the
medication prescribed by my doctor,” said
Adel ine Vixamar, a 26 year-o ld
seropositive patient. Brave Viergela aid “I
was astonished to learn that I was
seropositive. I ended up accepting it after

my husband died. Now I realize that it is an
illness like any other; one just needs to take
the medication. Thanks to this awareness-
raising activity I am convinced that having
AIDS does not mean the end of life, but
rather the end of a lifestyle.”

Blessed with coastal as well as mountain
scenery in the northwest part of the country,
Gonaïves, the fourth most important city of
Haiti, is among the areas of the country that
are hardest hit by hurricanes.

Several years on Gonaives is still suffering
the terrible after-effects of the tropical
storm "Jeanne", which devastated the city
and surrounding areas and left behind over
1,400 deaths -- in Gonaives alone -- as well
as hundreds of injured people and
destroyed houses.  In the aftermath of the 
tragedy, which happened on 18 September
2004, residents have increasingly encou-
raged discussions on environmental pro-
tection, as well as risk and disaster
management issues with a view to
preparing better for possible future disas-
ters.

At the very beginning of the 2008 hurricane
season and on the occasion of World
Environment Day, the Multimedia Center of
Gonaives organized a seminar on risk and
disaster management in the presence of
over 40 representatives of civil society
organizations on 5 June.

The objective was to promote a better
understanding of the functioning of the
National System of Risk and Disasters
Management (NSRDM) and its depart-
mental committee, as well as explain the
coordination mechanisms for disaster

Gonaiviens sensitized on taking 
preventive measures 
during hurricane season

con’t on p. 7

Port-de-Paix : Training of Peer Leaders on HIV/AIDS

Hinche: Seminar on the organizational 
diagnosis for youth



7

Women organizations in the south sensitized on their participation in politics

management in place at the regional level.
In addition, the activity also aimed at
persuading the population to adopt
responsible behavior during this hurricane
season.

The main speaker of the event, Faustin
Joseph from MINUSTAH's Humanitarian
Coordination Section in Gonaïves, placed
emphasis on the disaster risks that very
often face the country, rendering it
particularly vulnerable. “Considering its
geographical position, Haiti is unfortu-
nately in the way of most tropical hurricane
trajectories. On top of this, is also exposed
to seismic movements, severe drought
and frequent landslide caused by heavy

rains'” he noted. Speaking about some of
the problems facing the city, Mr. Joseph
indicated that the general socioeconomic
and institutional situation of the country
also adds to Gonaives' vulnerability. “It is
clear that the impacts of natural disasters
on the city have been rather worsening
over the years. This is mainly due to the
fact that people in Gonaïves live increasin-
gly in vulnerable conditions, such as flood-
threatened areas, urban shanty towns or
poorly-built houses,” he pointed out.

He also took the opportunity to explain to
participants the measures that should be
taken before, during and after a disaster
happens. “In case of a disaster, it is

necessary to be ready for evacuation as
soon as the order is given. It is also
imperative to follow the instructions of civil
protection and disaster managing
authorities,” Mr. Joseph said.

The seminar was an appropriate occasion
for participants to learn about and identify
the disaster risk zones of Gonaives, as
well as the places chosen by the NSRDM 
for provisional shelters. Later on they also
watched some documentaries portraying
the currently grave environmental situa-
tion in Haiti, allowing them to further
debate on this issue and reflect on the next
steps to be taken.

The Gender Unit and the Electoral
Assistance Section of MINUSTAH
organized a conference-debate on the
challenges of women's participation in
politics in the Multimedia Centre of Les
Cayes on 31 March. Over 50 civil society
and women organizations representatives
addressed the various obstacles
preventing women from participating in the
country's political life, discussing at the
same time possible solutions to this issue.

Mary Françoise Vital Metellus, Officer of
the Gender Unit, and Veronica Espinosa,
Assistant Coordinator of the Electoral
Assistance Section of MINUSTAH,
encouraged participants to share their
views and experiences first in order to
stimulate their interest in the topic and
encourage participation.

By reviewing the most common causes of
the disproportional participation of men
and women in politics, participants were
asked to identify specific difficulties and
solutions, not only based on their own
experiences within their families, but also
in the context of women organizations'
strategies and those of the government.
Women themselves have to find a solution
to their unequal participation in the
socioeconomic and political life of the
country. It is the only way for them to
realize why and how they ought to act to
change this situation, the two panelists
said.

Among the issues mentioned were a
woman's role within the family --very often
single-mother and generally lower
academic level. It was also noted how

family duties may conflict with performing
political functions, as well as women's
tendency to compromise by accepting
political posts of lesser importance that are
not too far from their work place. “It is more
likely that a woman from Les Cayes would
accept a post as ASEC or CASEC [local
political representative] in her own town,
instead of being a congressperson in Port-
au-Prince, should she be elected,” a
participant stated. Participants also
underlined the need for raising awareness
among state institutions in order to
establish a more equitable policy of
recruitment, especially at the level of state
institutions in Port-au-Prince. The need
for local women's organizations to
advocate for female political candidates
was stressed, especially in the case of
those that would be strong candidates.

The investment in women's education by
state institutions was also considered a
priority, which could give rise to
establishing of vocational training centres
accessible to women. This would certainly
increase the opportunity for them to learn
an occupation or a profession.

Mrs. Murielle Présulmé, Director of the
Ministry of Women's Affairs, encouraged
all women who were present to organize
and become involved in income-
generating activities. This would not only
increase their economic independence,
but also their chance to participate in the
country's politics.

Cayes: Workshop on the challenges of women participating in politics  31 March 2008

Gonaives sensitized on taking preventive...
Con’t from page 6
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MINUSTAH's Human Rights Section in
Jérémie and the Regional Office of
Communications and Public Information of
Les Cayes organized a conference-debate
on the freedom of press and journalism
ethics in the Multimedia Center of Jérémie
on 6 June 2008. About 40 journalists par-
ticipated in this activity aimed at showing
the importance of performing their duties in
an ethical manner and raising awareness
about the significance of the freedom of
press.

The conference's panel was made up of
Nicolson Jourdan, human rights officer;
Franklin Moliba Sese, producer at
Minustah FM; and Jean Rio, departmental
advisor in Grande Anse for the Association
of Haitian Journalists (AJH).

Human Rights Officer Chiara Liguori said
in her opening remarks that freedom of
press and the freedom of expression
remain issues of great concern to the
world, particularly in Haiti. “Freedom of
press is necessary in order to build a fair
and equitable society. Journalists must
then fight for the respect of the freedom of
expression, which is closely related to the
freedom of press,” she emphasized.

In his remarks, Nicolson Jourdan indicated
that the free communication of thoughts
and opinions is one of man's most precious
rights, highlighting that freedom itself is
essential to the good functioning of the
press. “Any deprivation of this freedom
constitutes a handicap in the exercise of
journalism and fundamental freedoms,

among which are freedom of opinion,
freedom of expression and that of
association”, he said.

Franklin Moliba Sese stressed in his
presentation the urgent need for the
Haitian press to equip itself with a code of
ethics, which would provide the institution
with more transparency and accoun-
tability. According to him, the lack of such a
code causes many problems to journalists
in the performance of their duties. In
addition, he strongly advised journalists
against working for a press agency without
signing a work contract, which should
clearly specify their duties and earnings.

For his part, Jean Rio pled in favor of the
professionalization of journalism in Haiti,
particularly in the department of Grande
Anse. Analyzing the situation of the press
in the department, he declared that “the
ludicrous wages received by journalists
cannot help them meet their financial
needs. This situation could very much
favor corruption.”

Nicole Pierre Louis, Director of the
Federation of Women's Organizations of
Grande Anse, stressed that because most
radio stations in Jérémie are private,
information is handled according to the

Encouraging the emergence of a new youth generation in Jacmel

The Multimedia Centre of Jacmel
organized seven educational
activities directed towards youth
with a view to helping them develop
their talents and discover their
potentialities. The activities, collec-
tively named “Space for Youth”,
discussed topics ranging from
poetry and culture to environ-
mental protection. They were held
on average once a month from
February to June 2008.

The sessions, conducted mainly in
an interactive manner, aimed at
raising the level of consciousness
among youth on certain issues, including the importance of fighting against juvenile
delinquency and adopting values such as discipline, responsibility and sociability, all
with the aim to develop a better society.

In a difficult socioeconomic context such as Haiti, some young people have significant
educational deficiencies, resulting among other things from the lack of adequate
supervision and support, codes of conduct, and resistance to various social pressures
and adversities. These deficiencies significantly undermine the important role that
youth should be playing in contributing to the overall development process of the
country.

These socio-cultural activities allowed young people to acquire new insights into and 
competencies in various fields, contributing to their personal benefit and eventually to
that of their communities.

Participating in the awareness-raising session on HIV AIDS, the departmental Director
of Tourism, Yanick Martin, expressed satisfaction with carrying out such a project in this
region. “To have a space where young people can meet, exchange ideas and find a
meaning to their lives is a great asset for the youth of Jacmel,” she stated. Mrs. Martin
encouraged young people to attend and take advantage of all sessions of “Space for
the Youth” and allow it to become a catalyst for individual and collective development.

con’t on p. 9

con’t on p. 9

Miragoane:  Workshop on project management
19 June 2008 

Jacmel: Space for Youth

Conference-debate on freedom 
of press and the freedom 
of expression in Jérémie
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The Multimedia Centre of Miragoâne held
a conference-debate on 14 March aimed
at discussing traffic congestion and safety-
related issues affecting residents of this
city. Over 50 participants attended the
event and shared their views on the
different aspects of the problem, as well as
possible solutions. Among the participants
were the representatives of the various
labor unions and associations of drivers of
Miragoane and those of the Traffic
Services Unit.

Miragoâne, an important commercial city
in Haiti constructed in the 1970s, faces
today serious transport issues requiring a
concerted solution. In view of the current
situation, the Multimedia Centre of
Miragoane reunited all parties concerned
to debate the issue and find possible
solutions.

The Representative of the PNH Traffic
Services Unit in Miragoane, Inspector
Edwing Jeudy, stated that the enormous
number of people and vehicles circulating
in the city makes it a bit hard to find a rapid
solution. Besides, Miragoane has
unfortunately only one main street used to
enter and exit the city. “According to the
latest survey, there are between 7,000 and
10,000 pedestrians circulating in the city
during rush hours from Monday through
Saturday. In addition, there's around 600
moto-taxis that certainly worsen traffic
congestion,” he pointed out.

interests of their owners. He therefore
underlined the need for establishing
credible community radio stations that
would enable journalists to do their job in
an ethical manner.

At the end of the conference, participants
and panelists unanimously recognized
the need for Haitian journalists to start
working as soon as possible on the
formulation of rules and policies gover-
ning the practice of journalism.

Jean Elie Giles, one of the city's finest
writers, presented through texts and
pictures a sort of “memoire” of the region,
which included important facts of
Jacmel's history, popular tourist sites,
and well-known personalities from
different walks of life. Different aspects
of culture of the birth city of Alcibiade
Pommayrac one of Haitian literature's
most prominent poets, were discussed
among participants, who became better
acquainted with the historic and human
patrimony of the South-East region.

For the final session of “Space for Youth”,
a committee composed of local
authorities and members of civil society
was formed to support future summer
activities organized by young people,
such as excursions in the region,
competitions in intellectual games,
training seminars on various topics, and 
other cultural and sports activities.

According to Inspector Jeudy, this large
amount of people on the streets, added to 
the numerous street merchants and those
drivers who violate traffic rules and
regulations, significantly increases the
workload of traffic policemen, who are
already scarce in Miragoane.

Mr. Jean Emile Buteau, President of the
Association of Public Transport Drivers of
Miragoane (ACTPM) said that the problem
could be resolved easily by constructing
other secondary roads and a bus station.
“A few months ago we wrote a project for
the construction of a bus station in West
Savannah, situated at about 1.5 km from
MINUSTAH's Regional Office in Chalon.
But, due to a lack of funds, the construction
has not started yet,” he explained.

He also voiced his outrage regarding
drivers of public vehicles that transport
passengers in unsafe conditions. “We are
very preoccupied noticing the lack of
concern of some drivers who overload
their vehicles with passengers, causing
often regrettable accidents and ca-
sualties.”

After the projection of a documentary put
together by MINUSTAH's Video Unit, the
participants became more aware and
concerned about this problem. They
promised to work jointly with the relevant
authorities to find a common solution to the
issue.

Debate on road traffic issues in Miragoane

Hinche: Workshop on the participation of women in politics

Workshop on Resolution 1325 of the United Nations

Encouraging the emergence of a new youth generation...
Con’t from page 8

Conference-debate on freedom of press...
Con’t from page 8
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MMC-Hinche “thursdays devoted to justice and
human rights”

“Space for Youth” activities
in Jeremie begin 4 July

Training seminar for Town Hall officials

We are launching “Thursdays devoted to justice and
human rights” in the Multimedia Centre of Hinche at the
end of July. The sessions will be organized in partnership
with MINUSTAH's Human Rights Section, the Human
Rights League of Hinche and the Diocesan Commission
of Peace and Justice. Members of the community will be
invited to take part in conference-debates and trainings
on subjects related to the Haitian judicial system and its
functioning.

The “Space for Youth” project has recently made its way
to Jérémie. Very soon the Multimedia Center team of
Miragoane will follow their footsteps. A new element
which gives a new look to the project: a correspondence
game between young people of the same region and/or
between young people of different cities in the North and
the South where multimedia centers operate. They will 
therefore be able to exchange ideas on various subjects
of common interest.

Twenty-four officials from Jacmel's Town Hall are
participating in a training seminar on computer science
and internet over four months in the local Multimedia
Centre. This training is in line with the cooperation
between MINUSTAH and local communities whereby
the Multimedia Centres provide “a logistical support to
associations and local authorities.”

Flash

The Mayor of Jacmel, Mr. Edwin Zenny, signs the protocol 
of agreements between the multimedia centre 
and the town.

Multimedia Centre staff retreat

Multimedia Centre retreat

Irene gives birth to her first child: A baby boy!

The Outreach and Advocacy Unit held a retreat for all MMCs staff to
reinforce the professionalism, strength and team-work spirit of the
personnel running the centers. The two-day seminar, held in The
Lodge at Furcy on 19-20 May, offered participants the opportunity to
share ideas, experiences and challenges ahead after the project's
first year of operation.

In addition, it set the stage for a productive brainstorming session to
develop a work plan for the next six months and to strengthen
coordination between the teams in Port-au-Prince and those in the
regions. The seminar proved to be an interactive and useful
experience for all attendees, who also focused their discussions on
how to improve customer service and better serve MMC clients.

Congratulations and best wishes to our colleague Irene Hoeglinger
and her husband Cleiton Neiva on the birth of their first son, Yannick,
on 9 July 2008 in Vienna. Irene, who is currently on maternity leave,
will resume her duties in the month of October. We look forward to
her return and meeting Yannick as well!

Re-opening of the Multi Media Centre in Les Cayes.
We are pleased to confirm that the MMC in Les Cayes will re-open its
doors to the public during the month of September 2008. The centre
was closed for repairs after being vandalized during the riots that
took place in the southern region during the month of April this year.
We look forward to welcoming our many clients back to the centre
and providing support for their multiple activities.

MMCs staff retreat,  Furcy, May 2008
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Feedback from the regions

Across the country, the Multimedia Centres have become landmarks
where Haitians from all social classes and layers can meet to share their
ideas and concerns.

The topics addressed in their activities are various: community life,
development, child protection, good governance, national reconciliation,
health, education, including United Nations International Days, among
others subjects.

Across the country, the Centres often organize sensitization seminars to
reinforce the capacities of accredited organizations on various subjects,
such as project management, HIV/AIDS issues, environmental
protection and respect for human rights. Tarik Jasarevic, Regional Public
Information Officer in Gonaïves, says: “Our goal is to support these
associations in implementing their mandates, thus encouraging them to
play a more important role in society.”

In the Artibonite capital of Gonaïves, one cannot underestimate the
importance of the city's Multimedia Centre. Since its opening in July
2007, the Center quickly became a pole of attraction, allowing civil
society to regularly meet local leaders and establish a constructive and 
democratic debate on issues of concern.

The Multimedia Centre of the Southeast in Jacmel also serves as a
platform where various communities come together to reinforce their
leadership and their capacities in areas such as communications, conflict
resolution and team building.

In this centre, women's fight for their rights and their role in Haitian society
has been an important subject of discussion. According Mona Afifi,
Regional Public Information Officer in Jacmel, “The sensitization
sessions on violence against women underscored the magnitude of the
problem in the region. As a result, they motivated state actors and civil
society to work together to find possible solutions.”

In the regions of the South, Nippes and Grand'Anse, in the cities of Les
Cayes, Miragoane and Jérémie respectively, the Multimedia Centres
have earned the respect of the population. The accredited organizations
perceive their Centre as a place for collective decision-making in favor of
development and peace. Furthermore, Vincenzo Pugliese, Regional
Public Information Officer in Les Cayes thinks that “the work of the
Centres in facilitating access to information and training to civil society
has proved invaluable.”

In Cap Haitian, the second most important city of the country; in Hinche,
the county town of the Central Plateau; and even in Fort Liberté, the large
border city furthest north, MINUSTAH's Multimedia Centers have
contributed to establishing an open and regular dialogue between civil
society and local authorities. According to Vicky Delore Ndjeuga,
Regional Public Information Officer in the North and the department of
the Centre, “the decisions coming from different meetings make up a
valuable database, which allows understanding not only of the troubles 
the population encounters, but also of their hopes.”

Regional Public Information Officers 
talk about the Centres...

Les Cayes: Seminar on the use of data processing 
and internet for the women working in public services.

Les Cayes: Seminar  on the use of data processing 
and internet for the women working in public services

Jérémie: Seminar road traffic signs.
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Collage

Your feedback would be highly appreciated. If you would like
to write to us you may do so at cmm@minustah.org

Centre Multimedia Newsletter is published by
the Communication and Public Information Office of MINUSTAH
www.minustah.org


