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TAQA contributes $150,000 to CERF 
   
The Abu Dhabi National Energy Company PJSC (TAQA) 
has contributed $150,000 to CERF. Spurred by the 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, the private company announced 
the generous contribution on 28 January 2009.  TAQA is the 
first corporate sponsor of CERF from the Middle East.  
 
Peter E. Barker-Homek, CEO of TAQA said, "TAQA is fully 
committed to help ease the suffering of the people of Gaza. 
Over 1.5 million people are known to have been drastically 
affected by the current humanitarian crisis in the region. By 
supporting the United Nations, we hope to make a valuable 
contribution to improving the lives of the huge number of 
people whose lives have been turned upside down by the 
devastating events.” 
 
Founded in 2005, TAQA is a global energy company with 
over 2,800 employees from 41 countries. In 2007, the 
company had revenue over $2 billion.  
 
TAQA joined the UN Global Compact in 2008, a forum for 
businesses to advance their commitment to sustainability and 
corporate citizenship in support of the principles of the UN. 
The contribution to UN relief efforts highlights TAQA's 
dedication to corporate social responsibility. 
 
Since its inception, CERF has received nearly $2.4 million in 
funding from private companies, foundations and individuals, 
including $316,000 so far in 2009. 

 
CERF allocates $75 million to 14 

underfunded crises 
 
The United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC), Mr. 
John Holmes, allocated on 6 February 2009 some $75 million 
to boost humanitarian response in 14 chronically neglected 
emergencies where people are daily dying of hunger, 
malnutrition, disease, and conflict around the world.  
 
The allocations are based on a combination of urgency of 
humanitarian needs, combined with an analysis of the funding 
levels for humanitarian programmes.  Humanitarian actors in 
Zimbabwe, for example, received the largest single allocation, 

some $11 million. The 2009 annual humanitarian appeal for 
Zimbabwe is among the worst-funded, with only $82 million 
of the $567 million required having been received to date.     
 
The funds made available will be granted to United Nations 
humanitarian agencies and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), and through them to partner organizations, 
including non-governmental organizations (NGOs), to support 
humanitarian projects in the affected countries. Countries were 
selected to receive grants based on an analysis of the funding 
levels of their aid programmes, the severity of the humanitarian 
needs, security, and other constraints on aid delivery. 
 
Agencies working in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK), Ethiopia and Somalia will receive allocations of $10 
million per country. Humanitarian agencies in Yemen will 
receive $5 million, as will humanitarian partners in Colombia 
and Haiti. Meanwhile, programmes in Burundi and Niger will 
receive $4 million, Myanmar $3 million while Burkina Faso, 
Cote d’Ivoire, Djibouti, and Eritrea will each receive $2 
million. 
 
This is the first round of allocations from the CERF’s window 
for underfunded emergencies in 2009. The second round will 
be in July. In 2008, a total of $128 million was allocated to 
underfunded emergencies. Since 2006, the Fund has provided 
over $328 million to chronically neglected crises in 33 
countries. 
 
 
CERF allocations since 1 January 2009* 

 

 
*As at 6 February 2009 

 
 

Amount Countries 

Rapid Response $     $22.4 million 
6 plus 

oPt 
Underfunded 

  Emergencies   
(First Round) 

$        75   million 14 

  TOTAL $   97.4 million 
 



 

 

 
Country allocations and highlights for 

January 2009 
 
In January, CERF allocated over $19.5 million for relief 
activities in Colombia, Kenya, Guinea, the occupied Palestinian 
territories and Zimbabwe. 
 

Colombia  
Heavy seasonal rains have caused extensive flooding across 
northern and western Colombia, particularly affecting Bolívar, 
Chocó, Magdalena, Sucre, and Córdoba departments. Some one 
million people have been affected.  In Chocó Department and 
La Mojana Region, water-borne diseases and food shortages 
resulting from crop and livestock losses are major concerns.  
 
CERF responded by allocating over $3 million in emergency 
funding to five relief agencies operating in the country.  Funding 
will go to provide shelter, healthcare, hygiene and food aid to the 
most in need.  Assistance will also be provided to affected small 
farmers, fishers and livestock herders to boost local food 
production and security.  Over 150,000 vulnerable people will 
benefit from the assistance. 

Kenya 
A flood of Somali asylum seekers in Kenya’s Dadaab refugee 
camps is threatening recent progress made in reducing 
malnutrition in the camps. In response, CERF has released 
nearly $471,000 in funding for relief activities being undertaken 
by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). UNICEF will help 
nearly 35,000 children under five and over 12,000 pregnant 
women and new mothers through targeted nutrition and health 
programmes.   The assistance will complement the relief 
activities being undertaken by other humanitarian partners in the 
camps, including the World Food Programme (WFP) and the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

Guinea 
In Guinea, CERF has provided $1 million to the UN’s 
Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), operated by WFP. 
UNHAS in West Africa transports relief workers and cargo in 
support of relief operations aimed at vulnerable people, refugees, 
internally displaced persons and returning refugees in Côte 
d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.   
 
Over 100 UN agencies, non-governmental organizations, donor 
representations and government counterparts will benefit. 

occupied Palestinian territories 
Three weeks of fighting between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza  

Strip which began on 27 December has resulted in extensive 
casualties and destruction of homes, livelihoods and 
infrastructure.  
 
The conflict killed over 1,300 people and has displaced tens of 
thousands. It significantly debilitated basic services, further 
compounding an already serious humanitarian situation resulting 
in large part from 18 months of economic sanctions and 
sustained closure of Gaza.  Eighty percent of the 1.4 million 
population of Gaza was already receiving some form of aid 
before the crisis. Amidst the destruction, power, water, shelter, 
food and medical services remain in short supply. 
 
Following visits by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and the 
ERC, the UN and partners have issued a flash appeal seeking 
$613 million in comprehensive assistance for a projected 
caseload of 1.4 million people over a nine-month period. 

To kick-start relief activities and address the most pressing 
needs, CERF has allocated over $7 million to relief agencies 
working in Gaza.  Nearly $3.5 million has been given to the UN 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which has been assisting 
Palestinians for 60 years. UNRWA will use the funding to 
provide fuel for generators that power water pumping stations, 
hospitals and other municipal services in Gaza.  
 
UNICEF will use $1.5 million in funding to provide safe 
drinking water to 200,000 people.  WFP will use a $2 million 
grant to provide ready-to-eat meals to 16,000 internally displaced 
people staying in UNRWA shelters as part of the agency’s large 
food aid programme in Gaza assisting over 300,000 people. 

The ERC visited an UNRWA school in Beach Camp being used 
as a shelter.  CERF provided assistance for shelter and non-food 
items to IDPs displaced by the conflict. 
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To subscribe to the newsletter, email 

cerf@un.org  

              CERF in the News 
 
Each month, this section provides a few examples of media 
coverage of recent CERF allocations. 
 
 “UN Emergency Fund hits $50 million target” (DPA) 

http://www.africanmanager.com/site_eng/detail_art
icle.php?art_id=12572 

 
  “UN allocates funds to help Somalis fleeing into 

Kenya” (Xinhua) 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-
01/13/content_10650641.htm 
 
  “UN Fund allocates $7 million for Gaza Relief” 
(Reuters) 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/usTopNews/idUKTRE5
0D6R720090114 

Zimbabwe 
A cholera epidemic has struck Zimbabwe, exceeding the World 
Health Organization’s (WHO) worst-case scenario figure of 
60,000.  By the end of January, some 3,100 people had died of 
the disease.  This latest disaster has added to the country’s 
rapidly deteriorating economic and humanitarian situation, 
which prompted the UN and humanitarian partners to issue a 
$567 million appeal for the country at the end of last year. 
 
In accordance with its mandate to rapidly intervene to save lives, 
CERF has released $7.9 million in funding to stop the spread of 
the disease as part of a coordinated relief effort. Some $2 million 
will go to WHO in its efforts to support the Ministry of Health’s 
provincial and district response teams with the necessary staff 
and equipment to monitor and respond to the disease. UNICEF 
will use $5.4 million in funding to buy essential medicines, water 
and sanitation supplies as well as initiate an innovative incentive 
scheme for health workers aiming to bring them back to their 
posts.  WFP will use around $400,000 of the CERF to provide 
logistical support for the anti-cholera effort. 
 
The cholera epidemic is ravaging Zimbabwe at the country’s 
peak hunger period (January to March) with almost seven 
million people, more than half the country’s population, relying 
on food aid.  There is also mounting concern that with heavy 
rainfall forecasted for the coming weeks, floods could derail 
efforts to control the disease as more water sources could 
become contaminated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CERF promotes rapid response through 
UN emergency appeals 

 
In response to a disaster, the UN is often requested by the 
affected government to issue an emergency appeal for funding. 
A “flash” appeal addresses acute humanitarian needs for up to 
six months and is drawn from assessments and planning 
undertaken by UN relief agencies, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and counterparts in the affected 
government.  The result is a coordinated effort presented to the 
donor community aimed at reducing gaps and overlaps in the 
response.  This saves precious donor resources and, more 
importantly, saves lives.  
 
In 2008, the UN requested nearly $778 million in funding 
through 17 emergency appeals.   CERF allocated more than $90 
million in rapid response grants to these appeals, covering on 
average 12 percent of the immediate humanitarian requirements. 
The funds were disbursed in the early days of each crisis to 
jump-start essential operations.  CERF contributions also 
represented 12 percent of the total funds committed to the 
appeals. 
 
In response to flooding in Nepal, for example, the UN 
requested $15.5 million in funding in support of a 
comprehensive, multi-sector emergency response. CERF 
allocated $3.6 million in immediate funding for the relief 
activities of seven UN agencies, helping to get personnel and 
equipment on the ground and to the most vulnerable survivors 
as rapidly as possible.  CERF funding represented about 23 
percent of the original appeal and over 35 percent of the $10.3 
million raised in response to the appeal. 
 
It is important to note the distinction between a flash appeal and 
CERF.  While a flash appeal and requests for CERF funding are 
often developed in tandem in the aftermath of a disaster, the 
appeal itself is a response plan with a catalogue of projects and 
required funding.  
 
CERF remains a source of funding.  From the flash appeal 
document, the Humanitarian/Resident Coordinator in the 
affected country, together with the UN country team, NGO 
partners and government counterparts, select the highest priority 
projects which are then forwarded to CERF for consideration 
and funding. 
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