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Key Messages
Cereal prices increased dramatically in recent months. Market disruptions due to ongoing conflict and insecurity continue to 
limit market access.

Persistent armed conflict is still a major cause of food insecurity throughout the country, with a rising number of IDPs being 
extremely vulnerable.

Although the number of people requiring emergency food assistance has declined to about 2 million since the first semester 
of 2010, agencies are concerned over a situation of very high food insecurity.

While the government is engaged in fighting militia armed groups, international agencies are facing extreme difficulties in 
reaching the population.

Background
The total population in Somalia is 9.1 million with an annual growth rate of 2%. The population with access to improved sanitation is 
estimated to be 23%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 9.133

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP n.a.

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 63%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) n.a.

Prices

Cereal prices sharply increased between Oct and Dec 2010. 
Red sorghum prices in Mogadishu ranged between 5624 SoS/
kg in Oct, 10597 in Nov and 9940 in Dec (77% higher than 
Oct). In Baidoa, prices increased by 81% and reached 10700 
in Dec. The largest increases were observed in the central 
deficit areas, in Galkayo sorghum prices in Dec (14500) were 
more than double prices in Nov (6000). Imported rice prices 
remained almost stable at high levels (21583 SoS/Kg in Dec). 
In Mogadishu red sorghum was traded at 339.51 USD/T, about 
45% more than the international market price of US Sorghum 
No2 Yellow (233.8 USD/T) in Nov.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) n.a.

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 23%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 48

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 30%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 0.7%

Food Security Situation Assessment
According to FSNAU latest assessment, 2 million people were 
in need of emergency humanitarian assistance and livelihood 
support through the end of 2010. The number of food insecure 
people has decreased by about 650,000 people from the first 
semester of 2010. Findings revealed that food security 
conditions improved following good cereal production in the 
2009/10 secondary “deyr” and 2010 main “gu” seasons. 
However sustained conflict in southern and central parts of 
Somalia continues to hamper aid operations. GIEWS reports 
widespread lack of access to food while FEWSNET describes 
a situation of high food insecurity with hotspots of extremely 
high food insecurity in central regions.
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Due to delayed rains, poor pasture, acute water shortages and 
low production of Frankincense, the food insecurity situation of 
poor and middle HH in Iskushuban, Alula, Qandala and Bossaso 
districts in Bari region will likely worsen between now ...more
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
undernourished.
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Somalia

Vegetation Condition

At this stage of the short rainy season, very poor conditions are 
observed due to unusually low rains.  All the cropland areas are 
concerned except in the province of Woqooyi Galbeed. The 
indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the relative 
difference between the NDVI for December 2010 and the 
average of the last 10 years on the agricultural zones derived 
from the Africover dataset (FAO).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Rice (South Central - Jilaal Season)

Growing Maize - Sorghum (Der)

Harvesting Sweet potato (South Central)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Conflicts and civil insecurity continue to seriously affect food 
security conditions. Ongoing conflict is reported in South and 
Central Somalia where Islamist insurgents are actively fighting 
government forces. New clashes occurred in Bosasso area in 
Bari region between Puntland authority and opposing groups. 
This situation has caused widespread population displacements 
with the number of IDPs reaching 1.46 million.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 1011824 1289764 1576544

Total outside the country 1476007 1860373 2249454

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-06-27 Woqooyi 
Galbeed

1/3

Earthquake 2010-06-05 Bari 1/3

Flood 2010-04-12 Middle 
Shabelle

1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

Total 2010 “gu” production is forecast at 250,000 tonnes with 
preliminary off-season maize production estimated at 8,500 T. 
The 2010 total production was at 282,000 T, 14% above the 
2009 output (296,000 T) and still above the five year average 
(217,000 T). Imports requirements for 2010/11 are forecast at 
443,000 tonnes compared to 349,000 tonnes in 2009/10.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

No food and agricultural policies implemented by the 
government due to ongoing conflict with rebel groups 
throughout the country.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Somalia: Educating displaced children in Mogadishu
HORN OF AFRICA: IGAD chief interviewed on humanitarian...
Horn of Africa: Exceptional Food Security Crisis Emerg...
Health aid failing countries that need it most
VIDEO CLIP ON SCALING UP AWARENESS ON OUTBREAK INVESTI...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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