
Health Action in Crises  
Highlights No 163 – 25 June to 1 July 2007 

 
Each week, the World Health Organization Health Action in Crises in Geneva produces information highlights 

 on the health aspects of selected humanitarian crises. Drawing on the various WHO programmes, contributions cover 
activities from field and country offices and the support provided by WHO regional offices and Headquarters. The mandate  

of the WHO Departments specifically concerned with Emergency and Humanitarian Action in Crises is to increase the 
effectiveness of the WHO contribution to crisis preparedness and response, transition and recovery. This note, which is not 

exhaustive, is designed for internal use and does not reflect any official position of the WHO Secretariat. 
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Assessments and events: 
• The number of cases of hepatitis E in the eastern IDP sites continues to 

increase. Between week 24 and week 25, the weekly number of new cases 
rose from 59 to 61 in Koloma and from 10 to 19 in Gouroukou. Since 1 
January, 718 cases, including nine deaths, have been notified in the eight 
districts covered by EWARS. The imminent rainy season will magnify the 
risk of oro-faecal diseases outbreaks such as cholera, dysentery and typhoid. 

• Insecurity and attacks against relief agencies’ assets continue to hamper 
humanitarian efforts in the east. The deployment of a French-European force 
to secure the areas around refugee camps and IDP sites is under discussion. 

• The strike, which includes government-run hospitals and clinics, continues. 

Actions:    
• WHO and the MoH have revised the response plan to the hepatitis E 

outbreak, highlighting the reinforcement of sanitation practices and 
education, and ensuring access to clean water and the continuation of 
surveillance and support activities. 

• A joint mission of UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO and MSF was conducted from 
19 to 22 June in Goz Beida. It showed that although priority health and 
nutrition activities are in place in all the IDP sites, lack of food and safe 
drinking water is causing a degradation of the nutritional situation and an 
augmentation of the number of cases of hepatitis E. 

• A joint AFRO/HQ mission to Abéché is ongoing to coordinate the response 
against hepatitis E with partners and assess the installation of a WHO antenna 
in Goz Beida.  

• WHO conducted a training on outbreak related laboratory activities in 
Abéché, and a training on early warning systems in Goz Beida. 

• WHO provided two basic health kits, donations of the Italian Government, to 
two health centres in  Goz Beida district. 

• WHO continues coordinating health activities with partners on the ground. 
• Emergency activities are supported by ECHO, Italy and the CERF. 
 

SUDAN 

 
More information is available at: 

www.emro.who.int/sudan/ 

 On 25 June, involved parties and leaders 
from more than a dozen countries met in 
Paris to discuss ways in improve the 
humanitarian situation in Darfur. 

 

Assessments and events: 
• Results from the 2006 Sudan Household Survey have reported a maternal 

mortality rate of 2030 per 100 000, the highest in the world. 
• In Southern Sudan, the MoH has reported since 1 January 11 949 cases of 

meningitis, including 671 deaths. A downward trend in the number of cases 
has been observed with the onset of the rainy season.  

• Between 1 January and 24 June, 8 975 cases of acute watery diarrhoea 
(AWD) and 366 deaths were reported in 24 counties. The number of cases is 
decreasing. During the same period 2489 cases of measles and 66 deaths 
were reported in seven counties. 

Actions:  
• In Darfur, rehabilitation of health facilities and access to hospital care for 

IDPs remain high priorities of WHO’s work. A cholera prevention and 
preparedness group has been set up to reduce morbidity and mortality. 

• In southern Sudan, WHO, the MoH/GoSS, and other agencies are working to 
strengthen regional and local health services, help them cope with the 
increasing numbers of returnees and prevent a public health crisis.  

• On 21 June, the MoH/GoSS and the ten State MoHs adopted recommend-
ations to strengthen and decentralize the health systems, emphasizing the 
issues of outbreak preparedness, reproductive health and HIV/AIDS. 

• Meningitis vaccination campaigns have reached over 500 000, and measles 
immunization campaigns are ongoing. 

• In 2007, contributions for WHO’s emergency activities were received from 
ECHO, Ireland, Finland, the CERF and the Common Humanitarian Fund. 
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OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN 
TERRITORY 

 

More information is available at:  
www.emro.who.int/palestine/  

 Former British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair was named new Middle East Peace 
Envoy. 

 

Assessments and events: 
• The recent violence has largely stopped but armed conflict with Israel has 

resumed.  
• Only small border crossings are open, continuing to place 1.5 million people 

at risk with only an estimated 21% of required food and supplies entering 
Gaza last week. Up to 2 500 Palestinians continue to be stranded on the 
Egyptian side of the border. 

• No disruption of care at Gaza's hospitals was reported but shortages of 
medical supplies continues. 

Actions:  
• Coordination with partner organizations to fill gaps and shortages in Gaza is 

ongoing. 
• WHO and MoH jointly health the monthly Central Health Coordination 

meeting in Ramallah with 25 participants including the MoH. 
• Training on computer skills for pharmacists took place in Ramallah on 27 

June and is planned for Gaza on 4 July. On 25 June, WHO began installing 
computer hardware at the central drug store in Gaza. A nutritional Training of 
Trainees on surveillance took place on 24 June in Ramallah.  

• WHO’s emergency activities are funded by ECHO, Norway and Italy. 
 

HORN OF AFRICA  

 
 

 On 29 June, the WHO Assistant 
Director-General, Health Action in 
Crisis, will brief the IASC weekly 
meeting in Geneva on his recent mission 
to Somalia. 

 
 

Assessments and events: 
• A joint UN statement on 25 June stated that up to 20 million people in the 

Horn of Africa are at significant risk of food insecurity. 
• In centre south Somalia, 33 000 IDPs have returned to Mogadishu while 

another 3500 have left because of violence. UNHCR reports that another 
10 000 people have flew Kismayao because of fighting 

• In Puntland, locust destroyed crops and orchards raising the risk of food 
insecurity in the region. 

• In Eritrea, no new cases of meningitis or measles have been reported in the 
last two weeks and a downtrend in cases of bloody diarrhoea. 

• In Kenya, the MoH reported 1578 suspected cases of cholera with 57 deaths 
between late March and 13 June. Two measles outbreaks have also been 
reported with a total of 215 cases and one death, one of the outbreaks 
concerned the Dadaab refugee camp.  

Actions:
• In Eritrea, WHO has been building capacity with the Integrated Disease 

Surveillance and Response training activities which highlight emergency and 
disease outbreak needs. 

• In Kenya the 22 June UN Expanded Disaster Management Team meeting 
addressed issues of the security situation and the establishment of the Kenya 
Humanitarian Information Management Network. WHO supported MOH 
with water quality testing equipment, laboratory equipment, electronic and 
communication equipment. 

• In Somalia WHO continues to support monitoring of AWD sites. In Hargeisa, 
WHO is working with local health officials on outbreak investigation, 
surveillance, training and water quality monitoring: including site visits and 
immediate interventions at the Hargeisa General Hospital and water treatment 
booster centre. 

• WHO activities are supported by the CERF, Canada, Italy, Norway, Sweden, 
the United States and Finland for Somalia and cluster coordination, the CERF 
in Kenya as well as by the CERF and ECHO in Eritrea. 

 

BANGLADESH, INDIA, 
NEPAL, PAKISTAN 

Assessments and events: 
• Heavy monsoon rains have created significant threats to health across the 

region, affecting millions.  
• In eastern and southern India, 200 000 people have been displaced and 

24 000 homes destroyed. 
• on 23 June, a storm hit Karachi causing an estimated 200 deaths in the city 

and 400 in the region; 800 000 are reported affected, and 250 000 homeless. 
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Actions:  
• WHO country offices are working with local and national authorities in 

disease surveillance and monitoring. 
 

INTER-AGENCY ISSUES  
• Preparedness and Contingency Planning. On 27 June, an inter-agency meeting took place to prepare for the 

Consultation of Contingency Planners to be held in Geneva from 2-4 July.  
• An inter-agency meeting on Public-Private Collaboration for Humanitarian Action was held in Geneva on 28 

June. 
• Democratic Republic of the Congo. The Humanitarian Coordinator in the DRC presented the situation in the 

country to the Humanitarian Liaison Working Group in Geneva.  
• Clusters.  

 The IASC Cluster Task Team and Global Cluster Leads met on 29 June.  
 The second Cluster/Sector Lead Training (CSLT) will take place in Montreux on 2-6 July.  
 Workshops on the Humanitarian Reform will take place in Guinea on 5 July and the Central African 

Republic on 9 July.  
• Information Management. An inter-agency meeting on Information Management took place in Geneva on 29 

June.  
• The IASC Contact Group on Good Humanitarian Donorship (GHD) will meet on 2 July to prepare for the 

Good Humanitarian Donorship annual meeting on 20 July . 
• Consolidated Appeal Process.  

 A CAP/Central Emergency Response Fund Training will take place in Rome on 2-4 July. 
 A regional CAP Training of Trainers workshop with representatives from West African CAP countries will 

be held in Dakar on 9-11 July.  
 The 2007 CAP Mid Year Review will be held in Geneva on 17 July in the margins of the ECOSOC 

Humanitarian Segment.  
 The next CAP Sub-Working Group meeting will take place on 19 July. 

• Mozambique. The representatives of WFP and UNICEF in Mozambique will brief the Humanitarian Liaison 
Working Group in Geneva on 3 July on the response of both agencies to the humanitarian emergency caused by 
the cyclones that hit the country in February 2007. The briefing will concentrate on the results of the inter-agency 
Real Time evaluation mandated by the IASC and discussed by the IASC WG in June.  

• UNWRA. On 3 July, the General Commissioner of UNWRA will meet with the Humanitarian Liaison Working 
Group in Geneva.  

• Gender and Humanitarian Action. The IASC Gender Sub-Working Group will meet on 6 July.  
• The newly established IASC Reference Group on Human Rights and Humanitarian Action will meet on 10 

July.  
• The first meeting of the Global Humanitarian Platform will take place in Geneva on 11-12 July. 
• ECOSOC. The Humanitarian Segment of ECOSOC will take place in Geneva on 16-18 July.  
 

SPECIAL EVENT 
 A new NGO report, The UN Peacebuilding Commission One Year On will be launched in Geneva on 9 July. The report has 
been produced by ActionAid, CAFOD, and CARE. 

 
 

Please send any comments and corrections to crises@who.int 
 

 
MAP DISCLAIMER: The presentation of material on the maps contained herein does not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or areas or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delineation of its frontiers or boundaries. Map source: Perry Castaneda Library Map Collection, 
University of Texas at Austin. 
 
 


