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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• On 19 February, Bingiza left Madagascar after crossing the south-eastern part of the island.  For 

the last 5 days, heavy rainfall has affected that area.   
• The Government of Madagascar will not declare a state of emergency. 
• As of 21 February, the National Disaster Risk Management Office (BNGRC) reports 14 deaths, 

64 wounded and 8 missing person for the whole country.  5,591 traditionally built houses have 
been destroyed. 

• Initially, around 8,393 persons were in transit sites in the south-east, but now most of them have 
returned to their homes/villages. 

• One hospital and 4 health care centres have been partially damaged in Mananara Nord. 
• In most affected areas, 149 classrooms have been destroyed. However, most children have 

returned to school in other districts. 
• Logistics, shelter, wash, health, food security and education clusters are activated and already 

supporting the BNGRC with the response. 
• The food security and livelihood cluster is planning an in-depth assessment to assess crop 

damage shortly. 

 
 

II. Situation Overview 
 
On 16 February, as expected, Bingiza turned towards the east and re-
entered Madagascar in Manja district passing over Beroroha 
(southwestern of Madagascar), Ihosy and Ivohibe. The majority of 
displaced people are hosted by families and friends and affected 
communities have already started rehabilitating their homes. Bingiza left 
the Island on 19 February. 

BNGRC and partners are assessing the impacts of localized flooding in the 
south-east after 5 days of rainfall. The BNGRC has reported 8,393 persons 
temporarily displaced in the seven assessed districts.  Some of the 
affected had been moved as a precautionary measure and others as a 
result of localized flooding. So far, no further information is available on the 
other districts. 

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Needs: The Regional National Education Directorate (DREN) reported 36 schools with 149 classrooms were 
damaged and a total of 7,450 children were out of school.  

- In Analanjirofo region: 27 schools damaged (136 classrooms) and 6,800 students have no access to 
school. 

- In Sofia region: 9 schools damaged (13 classrooms) and 650 students have no access to school. 
- On 17 February, schooling resumed for those who have access; 

 
 
Response: UNICEF supports DREN and partners in items distribution. So far, 103 School-in-a-Box, 36 
Recreation kits, 36 black boards and 1,500 plastic sheeting and other items have been distributed. A boat is 
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being used to transport these items as the road between Soanierana Ivongo, Mananara and Maroantsetra is 
still inaccessible. The Logistics Cluster will distribute the remaining items as per their distribution plan.  
 
The IFD (International Development Fund) will support the repair of classrooms. More assessments will be 
carried out to identify exact needs. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: N/A 
 
 

EMERGENCY SHELTER 
 
Needs: According to the final aerial assessment carried out from 15-16 February, damage is limited and 
much less than expected in the north-east where 600 traditionally-built houses representing 50% of the total 
of the houses of Vinanivao district of Antalaha have been destroyed..  
 
Response: On 17 February, CARE transferred approximately 40 rolls of plastic sheeting in Mananara for 
distribution to 1,200 persons by 18 February. The Malagasy Red Cross has started collecting data on the 
number of displaced people in the affected areas.  Self-reconstruction is going on and will be monitored by 
CARE which will respond if more needs arise. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Assessing the needs of the displaced hosted by relatives may take some time.  
 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND LOGISTICS 
 
Needs: The rain damaged some bridges and roads. The Ministry of Public Works is mapping the status of 
the roads.  
 
Response: The Logistics Cluster has been activated and conducted its first meeting on 18 February to map 
road damage and optimize the transportation of relief goods to sites. 
 
Regarding the floods in the south-eastern part, BNGRC and the USAID-funded NGO consortium are 
conducting an aerial assessment. In addition, BNGRC will request through its bilateral agreement with 
France, a Transall plane to support the delivery of food and non foods items (NFIs). 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Accessibility remains a challenge for the delivery of food and NFIs.  
 

 FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 

Needs : The threat of flooding in the coming days still exists, and it is too early to estimate impacts on 
agriculture in Mandritsara (north-east) and the south-east coast (Vangaindrano, Farafangana, Vohipeno, 
Ikongo, Midongy sud, Befotaka and Manakara districts).  Preliminary findings of MEDAIR’s assessment in 
the north-east highlighted that an estimated 40% of food crops and up to 10% of cash crops are damaged in 
Manambolosy.  In Antanambaobe, 70% of the crops are damaged. 
 
Response: FAO has pre-positioned a total of 38 MT of rice seeds (20MT in Antalaha and 18MT in Fénérive 
Est) which are ready to be sent to the affected zones.  In addition, 10MT of maize seeds, 13MT of beans, 
and 15kg of a variety of vegetable seeds are prepositioned with CARE in Fénérive Est and Antalaha.  In 
case of additional needs that may stem from the in-depth assessment, external assistance may be needed.  
 

FAO is also monitoring the situation through regular contacts with field staff, Regional Agriculture Directorate 
and partners in the field.  A cluster meeting will be organized to coordinate the response, which may include 
a rapid assessment of the food security and agriculture situation. 

MEDAIR will confirm in the coming days the number of targeted communities to receive food assistance as 
part of food-for-work in the district of Maroantsetra. As per needs assessment, WFP in collaboration with 
MEDAIR and Secours Islamique France will provide assistance to the affected population in the districts of 
Maroantsetra and Mandritsara.  
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WFP, in collaboration with its partners CARE and MEDAIR, and as per recommendations of the aerial 
assessment, will provide assistance to affected populations in Mananara, Cap Masoala and Maroantsetra. 
CARE will ensure road accessibility to rapidly support market recovery in affected zones.  
 
Out of the 680MT of items available in WFP’s Toamasina warehouse, and the 1,000MT which have been 
pre-positioned in cyclone-prone areas, 65MT were deployed by boat on 19 February to address the needs of 
12,000 beneficiaries in Vinanivao (20MT for 5,000 beneficiaries) and Mananara (30MT for 7,000 
beneficiaries), 15MT pending further needs assessment. The distribution is done by CARE International. 
 
BNGRC is planning to distribute 100MT of rice, 10MT of other cereals and oil for homeless people in the 
districts of Soalala, Morondava, Mananara-Nord, Maroantsetra, Befandriana-Nord and Antalaha which are 
not covered by partners.    
 
Gaps & Constraints: Further assessments are needed to determine the impact of the cyclone and floods on 
the next harvest. 
 
 

 HEALTH  
 
Needs:  In the districts of Mananara and Maroantsetra: 4 health care centres, 1 hospital and some health 
administrative offices have been partially damaged. Pre-positioned stock of medicine was destroyed in 
Mananara. No sign of outbreaks has been reported in the affected regions. However, information from rural 
areas is still missing.    
 
Response:  Medicine stocks are sufficient in the affected areas to respond to the needs except in Mananara 
district.  Hence, medicine pre-positioned at regional level has been delivered to this district, including UN 
stocks.  In addition, the Local Health Directorate has already rehabilitated the damaged health centres and 
free case management has been provided in the temporary sites to the displaced.       
 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 
Needs: More than 20,000 people are affected by lack of access to safe water. 
 
Response: The WASH Cluster met on 15 February to share the most recent information, plan and 
coordinate response.  UNICEF and NGOs transferred the pre-positioned supplies in Toamasina and other 
districts close to the affected areas.  In addition, UNICEF in collaboration with NGO “Frères Saint Gabriel” 
distributed 600 WASH Kits and conducted hygiene promotion activities for 600 families in Mananara Nord.  
CRS distributed 100 WASH Kits to 100 families in Mananara Nord, and the Malagasy Red Cross distributed 
600 WASH kits and conducted hygiene promotion activities for 600 families in Mandritsara and Soalala.  
MEDAIR is ensuring WASH response activities in Maroantsetra. 
 
Additional preventive activities will be carried out including cleaning and disinfecting of 10 wells for 75 
families in Mandritsara and 20 wells for 300 families in Mananara.  Hygiene promotion activities will also 
be conducted to reduce risk of water- and vector-borne diseases. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: N/A 
 
 

IV. Coordination 
 

The BNGRC is leading coordination in collaboration with partners (UN, NGOs, ministries, etc.). On 17 
February, the National Humanitarian Platform held its second meeting to ensure adequate actions and 
decisions were taken.  No multi-cluster rapid assessment will be undertaken given that the scale of damage 
is minimal.  

For the floods in the south-eastern part of the island, the UNCT may request satellite pictures from 
UNSPIDER services to support the response.  
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V. Funding 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies 
are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and in-kind contributions by 
sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 
 
Please contact: 
 
Mr. Bruno Maes, UNICEF Representative and RC, a.i from 17 to 28 February. 
bmaes@unicef.org. Tel + 261 331 13 99 36- +261 320 53 99 36 
 
Pierre Gelas, Regional Humanitarian Affairs Officer, 
gelas@un.org, +254 733 721 051  
 
Rija Rakotoson, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, 
rakotoson@un.org, +261 32 05 076 93 
 
For more information, please visit www.reliefweb.int .  
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail:rakotoson@un.org or visit: 
www.ochaonline.org/countryx 
 
 

Annex 1. Bingiza’s track above Madagascar 
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Annex 2. Responses to Bingiza and floods – Madagasc ar 18 February 2011 
 
 
 

 


