
Tonga's new  ferry - the Ajang Subuh

Aerial view  of Aitutaki cyclone damage. Brow n areas
indicte sea spray damage to crops.

Charter ferry service secured for
Tonga
Following the Princess Ashika tragedy, an
interim ferry service in Ton...

$5.5 million for reconstruction in
Cook Islands
Foreign Minister Murray McCully has
announced a $5.5 mill ion reconstru...

New Zealand makes second
payment to support tsunami
reconstruction
New Zealand has made the second budget
support payment to the Samoan G...

Work of Solomon Islands artists
on display
Four internationally acclaimed print and
paper makers from Solomon Isl...

Uptake of sustainable fodder
project in Nepal exceeds
expectations
A rural development project funded
through the NZAID programme’s Asian...

Helping Chile on the road to
recovery
Following the devastating 8.8 earthquake
and subsequent tsunami in Chi...

New Zealand provides $1 million for
cyclone relief in Fiji

The New  Zealand Government has made
an initial $1 million contribution to help
relief and recovery efforts in Fiji follow ing
Cyclone Tomas this month.
 
At its peak, Cyclone Tomas reached
category four status w ith average w inds
betw een 175 kilometres and 200
kilometres per hour, w ith momentary
gusts of up to 270 kilometres per hour.
Locations across the north and eastern
parts of Fiji have been the most seriously
affected.
 
A Royal New  Zealand Air Force Hercules
arrived in Suva on 17 March to transport
New  Zealand-donated humanitarian
supplies, including tarpaulins, w ater
containers, and w ater purif ication tablets.
While in Fiji the Hercules w as used to
undertake aerial reconnaissance of the
affected areas to get a clearer picture of
the extent of the damage and carried
relief supplies to Labasa in Vanua Levu.

Throughout the emergency response
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Charter ferry service secured for Tonga

Follow ing the Princess Ashika tragedy, an
interim ferry service in Tonga, secured by
the Governments of New  Zealand,
Australia, and Tonga, w ill start next month
once the charter vessel, the Ajang
Subuh, arrives from Malaysia.
 
Sea travel betw een islands is a vital
lifeline in Tonga, and is the primary
method for transporting supplies and
produce. Many Tongan families rely on
ferry services for their livelihoods, as
w ell as a w ay of keeping in touch w ith
friends and family.
 
Finding a vessel that complies w ith rigorous international maritime safety standards and
can safely operate in Tonga’s challenging marine environment has been a top priority. The
Ajang Subuh has undergone an independent survey in Malaysia by internationally-
recognised surveyors London Off-shore Consultants to ensure this.
 
New  Zealand and Australia are jointly funding the 12-month ferry charter, each providing
$2.5 million. The Government of Tonga w ill cover local costs such as fuel and vessel
maintenance. Tonga is also responsible for on-shore management arrangements, w ith on-
going support from a New  Zealand-funded project manager and maritime safety advisory
support.

For more information contact communications@nzaid.govt.nz

$5.5 million for reconstruction in Cook Islands

Foreign Minister Murray McCully
has announced a $5.5 million
reconstruction package for
Aitutaki in the Cook Islands, in the
w ake of the damage caused by
Cyclone Pat in February.
 
“Cyclone Pat caused serious
devastation on Aitutaki. Around 80
percent of the houses on the
island w ere affected in some
w ay, and 72 w ere completely
destroyed,” Mr McCully said.
 
Tourism on Aitutaki is a vital
income source for the Cook Islands. New  Zealand’s assistance w ill help get things back
to 'business as usual' as quickly as possible, and ensure the economy does not suffer
long-term effects as a result of the cyclone.
 
“We are now  addressing the longer-term reconstruction needs through a substantial
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Examples of Solomon
Islands artw ork on

display

Throughout the emergency response
New  Zealand has w orked closely w ith
France and Australia under the FRANZ
disaster relief agreement.
 
For more information contact
communications@nzaid.govt.nz.

Fiji Red Cross truck being loaded
in Labasa. Photo -NZDF

Australian and New Zealand
Assistance to the Solomon Islands

The people of w est Guadalcanal w ill
soon have their access to Honiara
restored thanks to funding from Australia
and New  Zealand. Together Australia
and New  Zealand w ill provide up to SBD
$4.7 million in assistance to Solomon
Islands to undertake emergency repairs
to roads and bridges after heavy rain
caused flooding throughout the country. 

This funding w ill enable the Solomon
Islands Government to restore essential
transport links betw een Honiara and
w estern parts of Guadalcanal Province. 
According to the Minister for
Infrastructure Development, Mr Stanley
Sofu, “The f loods have cut the road that
connects the people of w estern
Guadalcanal to Honiara in f ive places.
People are isolated and are having to
travel by boat to access services or
purchase supplies, w hich is costly, and
dangerous w ith the current w eather
conditions.”
 
As many people also lost their food
gardens in the f loods, restoring transport
links is essential to give them reliable
access w hilst they re-establish their
gardens.

"Accessibility to markets, health care and
other social services w ill allow  people to
resume their normal lives as quickly as
possible, therefore New  Zealand is
pleased to made this funding
contribution", said Mark Ramsden, New
Zealand High Commissioner.

Assistance w ill be channelled through
the Solomon Islands Road Improvement
Project, an Asian Development Bank led
project w ith funding from the
Governments of Australia and New
Zealand and the European Commission.

For more information contact
communications@nzaid.govt.nz.

Currently accepting applications
for the International Development

contribution to the Cook Islands Government’s reconstruction plan. Support w ill be
provided for the removal of debris and the restoration of essential public infrastructure,
including the hospital, schools, and w ater supply,” Mr McCully said.

Funding w ill be made available through a grant scheme for the purchase of construction
materials to repair damaged homes. Part of the $5.5 million reconstruction package w ill
help meet the cost of improving cyclone shelters and early w arning systems to ensure
the Aitutaki community is better prepared in the future.
 
In the immediate aftermath of the cyclone New  Zealand provided $350,000 for emergency
relief efforts, w hile a Royal New  Zeland Air Force C-130 Hercules and a New  Zeland
Defence Force engineering team supported local relief efforts.

The new ly announced funding assistance w ill come from the joint $14 million (2009/10)
New  Zealand and Australian development assistance programme for the Cook Islands.

For more information contact communications@nzaid.govt.nz

New Zealand makes second payment to support tsunami reconstruction

New  Zealand has made the second budget support payment to the Samoan Government
to help w ith reconstruction efforts follow ing the devastating September 2009 tsunami.
 
The second payment of 5 million tala is part of the A$10 million package jointly announced
by New  Zealand and Australian Foreign Ministers Murray McCully and Stephen Smith last
year and w ill support the ongoing w ork rebuilding and restoring homes damaged by the
tsunami.
 
New  Zealand High Commissioner in Samoa, Caroline Bilkey, said that New  Zealand w as
pleased to be supporting the Samoan Government’s reconstruction plan and priorities. “I
am very proud that New  Zealand has been able to provide this assistance to the Samoan
Government and people as they recover from the tsunami and that the funding delivered
today w ill be earmarked for rebuilding peoples’ homes,” Caroline Bilkey said.
 
Ms Bilkey added that “New  Zealand and Samoa share a long history of friendship, as w ell
as close people to people links, and our support follow ing the tsunami reflects this.” 
 
The payment is the second round of funding provided directly to the Samoan Government
by New  Zealand under a programme of budget support for tsunami reconstruction. The
first tranche of 5 million tala w as provided in December last year. The budget support
complements the voluntary efforts of both New  Zealanders and Samoans; particularly
those w orking w ith Habitat for Humanity to assist families rebuild their homes.
 
New  Zealand’s funding assistance is aimed at helping communities to rebuild
infrastructure, restore essential services, and begin the process of economic recovery.

For more information contact Peter Zw art.

Work of Solomon Islands artists on display

Four internationally acclaimed print and paper makers from
Solomon Islands w ill demonstrate their skills throughout an
exhibition on display until 7 April at the Blue Pacif ic Gallery at
Pataka Museum in Porirua, Wellington.
 
The artists originally honed their skills as part of a pilot paper-
making project funded by New  Zealand’s off icial development
assistance in Balai in Malaita province. New  Zealander Chris
Delaney, w ho w as the catalyst for the project and has been
involved in similar projects throughout the Pacif ic, f irst saw  the
need for islanders to generate their ow n income w hile she w as
living in Solomon Islands in the early 1990s. Working w ith the
Solomon Island Development Trust, the project taught villagers the
art of making f ibre paper from locally gathered leaves, trees and
branches. Artw ork w as then sold through retailers in the capital
Honiara.
 
Until the project started Balai villagers generally lived a
subsistence lifestyle. The project sought to provide villagers w ith
revenue generating opportunities as an alternative to selling their
prime forests to logging companies, w hich w as causing
deforestation in the area.

With guidance from New  Zealand artist Michel Tuffery and Solomon Island artist Joe
Lindsay and further funding from New Zealand’s aid programme the project expanded to
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Research Fund

The NZAID programme is accepting
applications for the International
Development Research Fund (IDRF) to
carry out and disseminate research that
is likely to improve development policy
and practice.
 
The fund is open to New  Zealand based
researchers to carry out research in
partnership w ith researchers from
developing countries. Research
supported by the fund w ill focus on
advancing development policy and
practice in regions, countries, and
sectors aligned to New  Zealand off icial
development assistance priorities, and is
likely to be of relevance and interest to
both the New  Zealand development
community and the region, country, or
development sector that is the focus of
the research.
 
This year the NZAID programme is
particularly encouraging proposals
detailing research that focuses on
sustainable economic development.
How ever, other proposals w ill also be
considered.
 
The deadline for applications is 1.00pm
(NZT), Friday 14 May 2010.
 
For more information and to dow nload the
application guidelines visit the NZAID
programme’s w ebsite.

Subscribe to receive your free
issue of Currents magazine now!

Published six times a year, Currents
magazine is an interesting and
informative w ay to f ind out more about
how  New  Zealand is w orking to support
development and respond to humanitarian
crises in our region, and further afield.
 
To receive a free copy of the magazine
please contact Nadine Koszler w ith your
mailing details or visit NZAID’s w ebsite  to
dow nload a copy.
 
The February issue of Currents, available
now , has a tourism focus and includes
articles on NZAID programme-supported
tourism initiatives in the Pacif ic,
Afghanistan and the Greater Mekong
Sub-region, a story covering White
Ribbon Day in the Pacif ic, and profiles the
ongoing New  Zealand response to the
devastating September 2009 earthquake
in West Sumatra, Indonesia. The April
issue of Currents, available soon,
focuses on infrastructure as a
development issue.

Lindsay, and further funding from New  Zealand s aid programme, the project expanded to
include w ood block and screen printing. Villagers w ere also advised on how  to market
their f inished product w ithin Solomon Islands and abroad. Orders have since been
received from around the globe.
 
Prof its from the project have been equally divided betw een the w orkers, community and
invested back in to the business. Within the f irst tw o years of the project the economic
impact of the project w as clear. Money w as available to provide a new  w ater supply for
the village, upgrade community buildings and pay school fees. The project w as
subsequently rolled out to other villages to replicate.

The artists w ill hold public w orkshops and demonstrations on 31 March, 1 April, and 4-7
April at the Museum. More information about the exhibition and the artists is available on
the Pataka Museum’s w ebsite.

Uptake of sustainable fodder project in Nepal exceeds expectations

A rural development project funded through the NZAID programme’s Asian Development
Assistance Facility (ADAF) is exceeding expectations in improving the livelihoods of poor
farmers in Nepal. 
 
The New  Zealand Institute for Plant and Food Research is w orking w ith the Nepal
Agricultural Research Council to develop a sustainable animal fodder production system
that w ill provide farmers w ith year-round access to fodder and solve the problem of
w inter feed shortages. Now  entering its third and f inal year, the project is trialling different
plant varieties in six demonstration sites, each comprising a cluster of 50 participating
farmers. 
 
The project sees local staff and lead farmers from the cluster groups train other farmers
in the group in the new  fodder production methods. With more fodder to eat, cow s are
producing more milk, and the farmers now  have a surplus they can sell. As a result,
households are moving from a subsistence lifestyle to being cash farmers. This gives
them greater f inancial capacity, including the ability to replace existing livestock w ith
genetically superior animals.
 
Additional effects of the project are promising. Grow ing their ow n fodder and not having
to collect it from elsew here means the farmers (the majority of w hom are w omen) save
time, w hich lets them pursue other business possibilities. For example, in one cluster, 22
w omen have now  started commercial vegetable production. In other clusters, members
are creating cooperatives to buy fridges to store milk for sale. 
 
Now  that the project has been running for tw o years, neighbouring farmers are seeing
the results and adopting the fodder production methods. In one area, the Nepalgunj region,
the number of farmers using the new  methods has grow n from the original 50 to over 720
farmers. In total, it is currently estimated that 5,000 farmers have adopted the methods
over the six project sites. The project leaders have high hopes that many more farmers
w ill benefit in the future. 
 
For more information about the project contact Jennifer Hamilton.

Helping Chile on the road to recovery

Follow ing the devastating 8.8 earthquake and subsequent tsunami in Chile at the end of
February, New  Zealand has contributed $500,000 through the Red Cross tow ards
international relief efforts.
 
Recorded as the w orld’s f if th largest earthquake since 1900, the disaster has left 800
people confirmed dead and many thousands of people homeless.
 
While Chile has w ell-established disaster response systems, major damage to
infrastructure, particularly bridges and roads, has slow ed relief efforts. 
 
Emergency and transitional shelters are top priorities, particularly given that the rainy
season and w inter are about to begin. Additional w ater and sanitation services are being
provided, especially in rural areas, along w ith extra food, hygiene articles and other relief
items. 
 
M ti th h lth d f i i l di it l h l i l t t h l
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The latest issue - out
now !

NewZAID

If  you have any comments or
suggestions to make regarding New ZAID
please contact
nadine.koszler@nzaid.govt.nz

Meeting the health care needs of survivors, including vital psychological support to help
people traumatized by the loss of loved ones, homes and livelihoods, is another key
focus.   
 
New  Zealand’s support is assisting not only the most vulnerable groups, but is also
contributing to the development of Chilean disaster preparedness programmes.
For more information contact Frederik Van Der Vloodt.

NZAID
email: communications@nzaid.govt.nz
website: www.nzaid.govt.nz

Past Issues
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