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Good morning ladies and gentlemen. Today we have with us the Special Representative 
of the Secretary General, Mr. Joachim Rücker. Sir, you have the floor.  
 
 
Special Representative of the Secretary General, Joachim Rücker 
 
Thank you and I apologize for the delay. I have been at the Conference for the 
Investments for Kosovo that is taking place at the Grand Hotel at the moment and I think 
it comes at the right time, because I think apart from the status, the economy presents the 
biggest challenge and I think it is good that this is addressed in this way, and people are 
focusing all day on some of the economic challenges.   
 
Let me talk to you about the upcoming visit of the Security Council delegation. This is of 
course, the Security Council Mission, an important milestone in the preparation of the 
decision of the Security Council that is upcoming. This Mission is meant to enable the 
Security Council members to see with their own eyes the situation on the ground so it is 
primarily an information gathering, an information-gathering Mission.  
 
I would like to recall that this is not the first time that the SC is coming to Kosovo. They 
have been here in April 2000, they have been here in June 2001 and they have been here 
in December 2002. Most of the ambassadors are coming, and this shows that Kosovo is 
very high on the international community’s agenda. The SC Mission will meet with a 
cross section of Kosovo society. It is very critical to have a balanced and realistic view of 
the situation.  
 
The program is still being finalized. Care has been taken to ensure that the SC Mission 
has the opportunity to look into progress since 1999, in particular progress on 
implementing the standards, but also challenges and disappointments.  There will be a 



particular focus on the situation of minorities and on the commitment by the majority 
community to look after the minorities in Kosovo.  
 
I do not want to go into details of where the SC Mission will go. I think Alex has given 
you an overview yesterday, on where we are with the program. They will have meetings 
in Pristina on Friday, in Mitrovica on Friday as well as in different places in southern and 
western Kosovo, on Saturday, as Alex has informed you.  
 
I will talk to them not only about the implementation of standards, since the inception of 
standards in 2003, but obviously also about the implementation of 1244. Both the 
achievements and disappointments during the past eight years. And if you look into the 
Resolution 1244, it is basically Paragraph 11 with the letters A to K that describes 
UNMIK’s mandate. I will tell them that there is a Government, there are Ministries, there 
are Municipalities, four elections have been held since 1999, there is rule of law, crime 
rates are comparable with those in the region. These are great achievements that all 
Kosovars can be proud of, but at the same time there are disappointments: low number of 
returns, inadequate participation of the Kosovo Serbs in the central institutions and still a 
difficult economic situation, and the SC Mission must see this as well. The reasons for 
these disappointments are many. I will not go into them here. It is important, however, 
for the SC Mission to have a better sense of the limitations of what can be achieved, 
under the current circumstances and that includes lack of status.  
 
Maybe let me also say something about the standards in particular. We have today the 
latest in our series UNMIK Countdown, and it is suitably enough today on standards. 
What we actually say here does not mean that the standards process is over, but as you 
see from the report, it is now incorporated in the European Integration process and the 
European Partnership Action Plan. But, of course we do still report to the Security 
Council on standards, so there it is basically a two-track thing. We will report on the 
framework of the European Partnership Action Plan, to the European Commission and 
we will report on everything including standards, and we will report to the Security 
Council on standards alone. And I have been happy to be able to report respectable 
progress in each of the reports that I have been giving in New York, that was in 
September, that was in December and that was in March. This does not mean that the 
standards have made miraculous achievements, but they have contributed to the steady 
development of the Kosovo institutions, and so to the increasing normality of life in 
Kosovo. You only have to compare the situation now with let us say 2003 to realize this.  
 
I regard the standards as a joint achievement of UNMIK and the PISG, but I am happy to 
acknowledge that over the last year or so the PISG has taken an increasing share of the 
responsibility, and by now is running the program with only limited assistance from 
UNMIK.  
 
It is regretable that the Kosovo Serb community has limited the benefits available to it 
through the standards, by mostly choosing not to cooperate with the Pristina authorities. 
My message to them is still that taking part in a process like the standards brings better 



results than staying outside of it. It is not fair to isolate yourself and then complain about 
isolation.  
 
So far so good, I can take your questions now.  
 
 
Beta: Mr. Rücker, after your report to the Security Council, there have been information 
in the media that you stated that 96 percent of Serbs in Kosovo move freely and that the 
freedom of movement is a problem for only four percent of the Serbian population. If 
that is true, my question would be as follows: How are you going to find those four 
percent of Serbs that cannot move freely and to show those four percent to the 
ambassadors in the Security Council Mission. Where are you going to find them?  
  
SRSG Rücker:  I was referring to, and I think you will find that in the technical 
assessment to the Council, I was referring to the surveys that the KPS does. The KPS 
surveys on perceptions of freedom of movement, and there KPS has found that 
regardless of whether you talk about minority communities or the majority community, 
there is a high degree of perception that there is freedom of movement in Kosovo, and 
that is what I was referring to and as far as I remember it is well over 90 percent in all 
the communities.  
 
AP: Mr. Rücker what would you expect from the Security Council’s visit to Kosovo, and 
why did they have to actually come here, since you have reported to them, for years now, 
the other SRSG’s as well. So, why was there a need for them to come and see the 
situation here?  
 
SRSG Rücker:  I am sure that you have seen the terms of reference meanwhile about 
this information-gathering visit. I think that one of the main purposes is to make the 
countries that are non-permanent members and are not so familiar with the Kosovo issue 
more acquainted with the situation, familiarize them with the situation, so they can make 
a decision afterwards.  
 
AP: What do you expect from the visit?  
 
SRSG Rücker:  I expect that the delegation, despite the limited time, will go back to 
New York with a clear picture of the situation, especially of course with regard to the 
implementation of 1244, what have we done during the past almost eight years together 
with the PISG, with regard to the implementation of standards, in order for them to have 
a better feeling for the limitations under which we operate here in Kosovo.  
 
Blic: Mr. Rücker, as far as I know, the Security Council Mission is coming to Kosovo on 
the initiative of Russia, as a permanent SC member. This automatically means that it is 
not only about non-permanent SC members. My question is, to what extent this 
represents a failure of the mission if your reports as well as the reports from the previous 
SRSG and what Martti Ahtisaari’s package includes, must be assessed. So, all what you 



have reported on the success of the mission in Kosovo must be assessed again, is that 
right?   
 
SRSG Rücker:  I don’t think that it is about our reports. This is about the Security 
Council getting an updated picture of the situation in Kosovo and as far as I have 
understood, one of the main purposes is to get those who are not so familiar with the 
situation, familiarized.   
 
Reuters: Mr. Rücker, there is information that displaced Serbs in Serbia will be back in 
big number in Kosovo during the visit. Will you check them, as everyone on the border, 
or will you open the borders?  
 
SRSG Rücker:  We get that information too, that there are people who want to gather 
outside of Gate 1. Of course, if people want to enter Kosovo, they are free to do so. 
There will be normal border checks, but nobody is hindered from coming to Kosovo as 
always, as always.  
 
Zëri:   Mr. Rücker, do you see any possibility for more talks after the UN SC visit? I 
mean talks between Pristina and Belgrade.    
 
SRSG Rücker:  I have full faith in the ability and willingness of the international 
community in general, and the Security Council in particular, to bring the Kosovo issue 
to a timely conclusion.  
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UNMIK Director / Division of Public Information Alexander Ivanko 
 
Alex: Thank you very much.  I only have one announcement today that the SRSG will 
shortly be traveling to Partesh, we sent a media alert about it yesterday, together with the 
head of the Russian Office and COMKFOR. There will be a press point at 02:00 pm. in 
Partesh. That is all I have today.  
 
UNMIK Police Spokesperson Janet McDonald 
 



There are no statements from the UNMIK Police. 
 
KFOR Chief PIO Col. Michael Knop 
 
No statements from KFOR.  
 
OSCE Spokesperson Florence Marchal 
 
No statement from the OSCE, as well.  
 
EU Pillar Spokesperson Angela Griep 
 
And no statement from Pillar IV. 
 
 
Beta: Just not to let you go without any questions, without earning your wages: My 
question to Mr. Ivanko is could you give us an agreed program of the Security Council 
Mission? Do we have any information on that?  
 
Alex:  All that I can tell you is that there is a preliminary program that has been provided 
to us by UN New York, and that is that the Security Council Mission will arrive on 
Thursday. On Friday they will be briefed by the SRSG and COMKFOR, by the President 
and the Team of Unity, by the Prime Minister, they will have a meeting with the 
Assembly leaders, and they will also have a meeting with Bishop Artemije. They will 
then travel to Mitrovica, where they will have meetings with both Kosovo Albanians and 
Kosovo Serbs, and they will also visit KEK on Friday. On Saturday, they plan to go to 
Orahovac, to Krushë e Vogël and to Brestovik. Right now we have a press point 
scheduled at 03:30 pm. on Saturday, at the Pristina Airport, but please stay tuned, 
because we will issue a media advisory, because we are not sure of the timing. This is all 
that I have. Any more questions? No more questions? Thank you very much.  
 


