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Latin America & the Caribbean 
 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note does not intend to be an analytical tool, but a 
summary paper of key facts and actions reported by sources. Activities carried in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. 
Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
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HIGHLIGHTS: 
   

 BRAZIL:  Heavy rains have affected more than 680,000 people in Espirito Santo. 
 MEXICO: Torrential rains leave over 13,000 people affected in the Valley of Mexico.  
 HONDURAS: The president of Honduras and the de facto government signed an Agreement to end the coup.  

  

FLOODS 

 
 
Brazil: More than 29 municipalities in Espirito Santo 
have been affected by heavy rains.  Image: Estadao ©. 

 
A heavy downpour has struck some countries from 

Latin America. Brazil reports more than 680,000 

people affected. Mexico and Paraguay are also 

reporting damages with the heavy rains.   

 
BRAZIL:  Intense rainfall has affected the state of 

Espirito Santo, located in southeastern Brazil. Over 

4,500 people were evacuated, 680,000 people have 

been affected and 112,300 houses were damaged.  

Sources: Estadao. 

 

MEXICO: A heavy rainstorm caused floods on the 

Valley of Mexico, which includes Mexico City and 

surrounding areas, contributing to the death of 7 

people. The downpour damaged over 1,650 houses, 

nearly 13,000 people have been affected, 3 others 

are missing and 14 people were injured. The most 

affected areas are: Ecateped, Coacalco and Tultitlan.  

Local authorities are providing assistance to those 

affected.   

Sources: El Universal. 

 

PARAGUAY: The overflow of the Parana River  has 

affected over 3,000 people in Ciudad del Este, 

located in the border with Argentina and Brazil. 

Some 17 communities have been affected, with high 

concentration of very low income families.   

Sources: Xinhua. 
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EPIDEMIC 
While Influenza A H1N1 continues to be widespread 

and trends of acute respiratory disease continue to 

increase, dengue is raising its head again in El 

Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Peru.  

EL SALVADOR: The Ministry of Health reported 395 

new confirmed cases of dengue, representing 102 

per cent increase from 15 days ago. So far this year 

4,598 confirmed cases have been reported, 71 cases 

of hemorrhagic dengue and 7 deaths, representing 

the highest figure in the last six years.  

Sources: El Salvador 

 

HONDURAS:  On 27 October, the Health Department 

decreed a red alert for the Department of Francisco 

Morazan, due to rise of dengue cases in the last 

weeks. So far this year, 8,119 confirmed cases of 

dengue have been reported, of which 279 have been 

reported in Tegucigalpa. They also reported 177 

cases of hemorrhagic dengue and 7 deaths.  

On 30 October, local health authorities reported a 

malaria outbreak in the Department of Olancho, 

located in the North East area. Some 1,050 cases 

have been reported in the last 3 weeks.  

 On both cases local authorities are providing 

assistance and applying measures to control dengue 

and malaria.  

Sources: OCHA 

 

NICARAGUA: On 30 October, the Ministry of Health 

(MINSA) reported 136 new cases of dengue. Since 

January, 2,050 confirmed cases of dengue have 

been reported and 67 cases of hemorrhagic dengue. 

The number of deaths remains at 8.   

Sources: OCHA 

 

PERU: So far this year, there have been reported 

14,151 cases of dengue, representing 546 more 

cases than the same period in 2008.   

Sources: OCHA 

PANDEMIC A H1N1 
GLOBAL: As of 25 October 2009, worldwide there 

have been more than 440,000 laboratory confirmed 

cases of pandemic Influenza A H1N1 2009 and over 

5,700 deaths reported to WHO. 

LAC: All countries in Central America except El 

Salvador reported widespread activity, while 

Guatemala reported and increase trend of acute 

respiratory disease. Colombia and Paraguay 

reported a continued increasing trend of acute 

respiratory disease.   

Sources: PAHO 

 
POLITICAL CRISIS 
HONDURAS:  On 30 October the president of 

Honduras and the de facto government reached an 

agreement with the intention of resolving the 

political crisis that has been facing the country. 

Under the agreement, the Congress and the 

Supreme Court of Honduras must decide on the 

return of President Zelaya, who was ousted in a 

coup on 28 June. It also includes the establishment 

of national commission of truth and reconciliation, 

the celebration and recognition of November 

elections, the rejection of a political amnesty and a 

Constituent Assembly.   

Sources: El Informador 
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