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HIGHTLIGHTS:   

 VENEZUELA: H1N1 virus in Venezuela increased at 380 positive cases.  

 BOLIVIA: More than 1,000 cases of dengue in Santa Cruz; it is estimated that nationwide the number exceeds 7.000 cases. 

 COLOMBIA: Economic recovery plan starts with the creation of 100,000 jobs in the main areas affected by the rains. 

 LAC: The Mesoamerican region faces challenges due to the rise in food crisis.  
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COLD WAVE 

GUATEMALA: Since the beginning of the cold 

season in November 2010, the National 

Coordinator for Disaster Reduction (CONRED) 

has reported that 21,900 people sought refuge 

in shelters. Temperatures are expected to drop 

as low as 13 - 8 degrees in the departments of 

Quetzaltenango, Solola, Huehuetenango, Alta 

Verapaz and in Guatemala City. Authorities 

expect more people will seek refuge. 

Source: CONRED. 

EPIDEMICS  

VENEZUELA: There are 382 confirmed cases of 

H1N1 virus; the State of Mérida and the Capital 

District are the most affected areas. No public 

health alerts have been declared, but authorities 

keep an epidemiological warning to the 

population to take preventive health measures 

against influenza. Vaccination campaigns, 

sanitary and hygiene promotions continue.  

Source: Government of Venezuela. 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - HAITI: Seven 

people have died from cholera in the Dominican 

Republic since the first diagnosed case in 

November 2010. To date, 600 people have been 

affected in this country. In Haiti, 4,737 of the 

total 261,980 affected have died from the 

disease. 

Source: OCHA. 

 

BOLIVIA: There are 1,035 positive cases of 

dengue fever confirmed in Santa Cruz. About 30 

percent of the suspected cases have been 

positive. The Government department is 

strengthening hospitals and care centers with 

personnel and supplies to face the situation and 

declared a health emergency. In Santa Cruz de 

la Sierra, six people have died of dengue. 
Nearly 21,000 people have been assisted in shelters enabled by 

CONRED to face the cold wave affecting Guatemala. CONRED©. 
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Authorities estimate more than 7,000 cases of 

dengue across the country. 

Source: Government of Bolivia. 

 

FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 

BOLIVIA: The construction of pre-fabricated 

homes to house families affected by the 

landslides in La Paz (early March), will require an 

investment of US$1 million. The municipal 

government of La Paz seeks to allocate funds for 

houses construction. About 740 prefabricated 

houses are needed, each one with an estimated 

cost of US$1,600. 

Source: Government of Bolivia. 

 

COLOMBIA: The government began an 

"Emergency Employment Generation" plan to 

assist the people affected by the winter which 

has battered most of Colombia, leaving more 

than 1,400,000 people affected. US$135 million 

come from the National Fund for Calamity, which 

aims to generate 100,000 jobs in the 200 towns 

affected by the rainy season (in the 

Departments of Atlántico, Magdalena, Bolívar, 

Valle del Cauca, Cauca and Risaralda). Activities 

will be focused in the rehabilitation of 

infrastructure and economic recovery.  

Source: Government of Colombia. 

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

LAC: Since mid-2010 and during the first 

months of 2011, international food prices have 

increased significantly, exceeding in many cases 

the price levels reached during the crisis of 

2008. This situation creates contrasting 

scenarios in Mesoamerican region (South of 

Mexico and Central America): on one hand, 

these countries are importers of food staples, 

compromising their food security and nutrition; 

on the other hand, some countries are also 

exporters of raw materials; this may represent 

opportunities to improve trade. In any case, 

both farmers and consumers are most likely 

experiencing economic uncertainty, which will 

worsen in the months to come.  In addition to 

this, there face risks from climate change and 

the recurring presence of pests and diseases; 

the high cost of oil and its derivatives. 

Source: USAID / MFEWS (Sistema de Alerta Temprana en 

Seguridad Alimentaria para Meso América). 

 

 

 


