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 During the reporting period the security situation in central Ethiopia remained relatively stable (see graph) but 
violence increased significantly in the volatile Somali Regional State (SRS). Conflict between the Ethiopian army and 
the two armed opposition groups, the Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) and Oromo Liberation Front (OLF), 
reportedly continued.  

  Following the attack of the ONLF on Abole oilfield in late April, the government security forces launched a vast 
operation against the ONLF. Aid organizations operating in the SRS confirmed that in three zones the stepped-up 
military operations gravely effected the on-going relief operations, hampered domestic trade and generally disrupted 
an already fragile economy. On 18 May, the ONFL claimed that the Ethiopian army had burnt down the town of 
Laasdoole in Ogaden and killed and displaced dozens of civilians. On 25 May, the Ethiopian military arrested three US 
journalists from the New York Times who had traveled to the conflict zones in the SRS. They were released a few days 
later from Addis Ababa. On 20 May, ONLF and OLF reported that their forces had killed 82 and wounded another 75 

Ethiopian soldiers in several joint operations in the Warder District of the SRS. On 29 
May, a grenade attack on a public ceremony in Somali region’s capital, Jijiga, 
wounded the regional president, killed five people and sparked a stampede that left 
a further six dead. Another attack on the same day killed 10 people and wounded 
16 in Degahabur. The government accused the ONLF, which denies involvement. 
Following the attacks, the government began a new major offensive against the 
ONLF and announced a complete crackdown on them on 9 June. While fighting 
continued, on 10 June Afrol News reported that the ONLF's popular support is rising 
and that it currently poses the strongest military challenge to the Ethiopian army. 
Furthermore, an expelled reporter from the New York Times published several pro-
ONLF articles that were highly critical of the Ethiopian government.  
On 15 June, the regional government of the SRS announced that ONLF-fighters, who 
had crossed into the SRS, have been captured, dozens have surrendered to the 
authorities, and consignments of arms coming from abroad have been intercepted. 

On 26 June, the ONLF reported an overall civilian death toll of over 100 in a week out of which Ethiopian aerial 
bombardments alone had killed 40 persons. The ONLF in turn claimed to have killed over 250 Ethiopian soldiers and 
lost 30 men in clashes in Warder, Degehabur and Babile districts. The government confirmed the continuation of the 
offensive but denied using its air force to attack suspected ONLF positions. Various sources claim that ONLF also 
attacked hostile Ethiopian Somali clans and was involved in a resource dispute with Ogaden clans. On 29 June, the 
OLF military wing, the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA), allegedly killed 30 soldiers and captured 9 others at Fulale in the 
district of Boko, Eastern Hararge zone. The government denies this. Independent verification is not available.  

  In early July, the ONLF stated that its forces had ambushed a 20-vehicle government convoy near Shilabo, 
killed 43 government soldiers and captured weapons. On 22 July, the ONLF accused the government of deliberately 
blocking relief aid meant for the population of the SRS and called for an international investigation. On 24 July, the 
WFP denied this claim but confirmed that military operations had disrupted trade and hampered food distribution in 
the affected zones. On 25 July, the regional government ordered the ICRC to cease its operations in the SRS because 
of alleged collaboration with "rebels."  

 

 The government further consolidated its political position although the root causes of its conflict with the legal 
and armed opposition remained unresolved. A series of carefully crafted legal and political measures and maneuvers 
were implemented, which allowed for respite from internal and external critique. After months of negotiation with the 
opposition, the parliament approved a proclamation on the Electoral Law and the National Election Board of Ethiopia 
(NEBE) in June. At the same time, it legislated for by-elections in July to occupy some seats which have been vacant 
since the election of May 2005 due to the boycott or arrest of elected parliamentarians. The parliamentary opposition 
criticized the law, deemed it insufficient and mostly voted against it.  

  Fragmentation within and between the legal opposition parties continued. The CUD in parliament remained 
divided into two wings – the new CUDP and those parliamentarians following the leadership of the former CUDP not 
recognized by the NEBE. Both wings continue to be torn by internal conflicts. The UEDP-Medhin, which had declared 
its intention to abandon obstructionist opposition, claimed in mid-May that the House of People's Representatives 
had become the center for open dialog between the government and the opposition and progressive views. In 
contrast, the OFDM, the UEDF, and both CUD groups in parliament complained that the government continued to 
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marginalize the opposition in parliament. The government refused to allow enough time to air their positions, 
ramroded legislation through parliament without taking into consideration the views of the opposition, and denied 
them financial support for their work. Local sources claimed that EPRDF executives and state run media consistently 
condemned legal opposition parties for having different views on proposed government actions and laws.   

  The internal political scene was dominated by the final resolution of the case concerning CUD-leaders and 
other political activists arrested in November 2005 in connection with post-electoral violence. The government 
implemented an elaborated strategy to resolve this issue in its favor. Shortly after the arrests, it permitted a very 
quietly conducted mediation of the Independent Coalition of Ethiopian Elders. On 11 June, the court found 38 
defendants guilty. Within the context of on-going mediation after the verdict, 71 defendants signed a letter in which 
they accepted that they had a share in the responsibility for the post-electoral unrest and asked the government for a 
pardon. On 22 June, this letter was handed in utmost secrecy to the prime minister. On 28 June, PM Meles accused 
Western diplomats of undue political pressure and interference and had insisted that the defendants’ case is in the 
hands of the judiciary. On 5 July, the prosecutor demanded the death penalty for the 38 defendants found guilty. On 
16 July, the court sentenced 35 of the defendants to life imprisonment and stripped them of their civic rights. On 18 
July, the state media reported that the Federal Pardon Board had started examining the pardon request. On 20 July, 
the government announced that it had given a full pardon for the 38 sentenced leaders and activists as they had 
accepted their responsibility in the post-electoral violence, admitted an unconstitutional attempt to change the 
government, and pledged to work henceforth within the legal political system. Donors, who had been deeply worried 
about the sentences passed in the trials of the opposition leaders, adamantly welcomed the pardon. 

 

 Ethiopia’s relations with Kenya, Djibouti and Sudan continued to be stable. A simmering border conflict with 
Sudan was resolved in early July when Ethiopia officially abandoned contested areas along the border of Northwest 
Ethiopia to Sudan.   

  The Ethiopian military continued to be present with a large military force in Somalia and strengthened its 
military presence in Mogadishu in July to protect the up-coming National Reconciliation Conference against attacks of 
insurgents. Given the current reluctance or at least slowness of African states to deploy further troops for AMISOM, 
Ethiopia’s military presence in Somalia may continue for some time.  

  The conflict with Eritrea remained unresolved and even took a turn for the worse. Eritrea increased its military 
presence in the Temporary Security Zone (TMZ) and Ethiopia retaliated by increasing its military presence in Tigray 
and especially directly south of the TMZ. Eritrea repeatedly warned the international community that a new war could 
erupt if it fails to secure the unconditional implementation of the boundary decision. The UN Secretary General has 
also warned of the potential for a new outbreak of hostilities with Ethiopia. 

  Major donors were critical of the Ethiopian government regarding the human rights situation and the 
unresolved post-election crisis. However, this did not affect political relations or the flow of economic aid. Ethiopia 
signed new agreements with the World Bank and the EU for massive financial assistance for its development efforts.  

 

 A political solution to the conflict between the Ethiopian government and the various armed opposition 
movements is not to be expected given the irreconcilable positions of the two sides. The Ethiopian government only 
wants to negotiate if the armed opposition renounces violence and promises to work with the existing political 
system, whereas its armed opponents insist on unconditional and open negotiations. Internationally the position of 
the Ethiopian government had been greatly strengthened with the pardon of the sentenced opposition leaders. One 
can expect that this will be positively reflected in further aid commitments. The armed struggle between the 
government and the ONLF and OLF will continue and achieve at least a military containment. In regard to Eritrea, the 
potential for a renewed military conflict has increased but it is unlikely that armed hostilities will break out in the 
immediate future. The Eritrean side is well aware of its reduced military capacities. Unless the financial and human 
costs of the Ethiopian military engagement in Somalia dramatically escalate, it is not expected that Ethiopia’s Somalia 
engagement will have a destabilizing influence on the internal situation in Ethiopia in the immediate future.  

  Although the root political conflicts between the government and the opposition remain unresolved, the whole 
carefully orchestrated procedure resulting in the pardon of the imprisoned CUD-leaders and activists ended with a 
major political victory for the ruling party. The opposition no longer can use the elections of 2005 and the post-
electoral crisis to attack the government, as this would violate the terms of the pardon. Given the condition of the 
pardon and internal fragmentation, it is highly doubtful whether the released political leaders will manage to re-unite 
the fractured CUD under their leadership again in the immediate future. They will at most campaign for seats in the 
National Parliament and in various regional and local councils in spring 2008.  


