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Key Messages
High prices are limiting the purchasing power of most poor households who are now relying on markets.

Food insecurity is reported in Central and Southern regions with an estimated 350,000 people requiring food assistance in 
the short term.

Food security conditions in the country were not affected by civil insecurity or particular natural hazards during the 
reporting period, however there are risks of calamities that could damage crop and livelihoods in the coming season.

The Government is implementing policies to support agricultural production and productivity

Background
Mozambique has a total population of 22.89 million with a 2% annual growth rate; 74% of the population lives below the poverty line of 1$ 
per day; 38% is reported as undernourished while the prevalence of HIV was estimated to be 11.5%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 22.894

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2009 (WB) 880

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2003 (MDGI) 74%

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 62%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2009 (WB) 31%

Prices

Maize prices in Mozambique have shown an increasing trend 
since September in both Maputo and Nampula. In December 
maize (white) prices reached 12.78 MZN/Kg representing a 14
% increase since September prices of 11.18 MZN/Kg. In 
Nampula, maize was sold at 7.2 in September and then 
increased to 10.67 MZN/Kg in December. On the contrary, 
manioc (cassava) prices in Nampula slightly fell from 
September prices (6.18) to 5.55 MZN/Kg in December. In 
Maputo rice was traded at 26.27 MZN/Kg in September and 
then increased to 29.82 MZN/Kg in Dec. Maize prices were at 
373.23 USD/T in December, which was 48% higher than the 
international price of maize US No2 Yellow (251.96 USD/T).

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 38%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 40%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 17%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 51

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 47%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 11.5%

Food Security Situation Assessment
According to FEWSNET, the central and southern areas of the 
country are faced with moderate food insecurity. Currently, the 
national VAC has estimated 350,000 people from poorer 
households in these regions to be food insecure during the 
lean season which started in October and will require food 
assistance between now and the next major harvest in March 
2011. The number of people in need of food assistance has 
decreased from previous estimates of 456,000. GIEWS 
estimates severe localized food insecurity in the short term. 
Very high undernourishment is expected by FAO while IFPRI 
warns of an alarming hunger situation.
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Food security conditions projected in the October Outlook are still 
valid and no significant change has occurred. Moderate food 
insecurity can be found in parts of the country that were affected 
by last season s drought and floods. Currently, 350,000 ...more

FEWSNET

SCALE OF HUNGER (% of Undernourishment)

Very high
 (>= 35%)

High
 (25-34%)

Moderately 
high (15-24%)

Moderately 
low (5-14%)

Very low
 (< 5% under.)

FAO 
Hunger Map

FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season, normal to very good 
conditions are observed for the major part of the country except 
for the provinces of Nampula and Cabo Delgado where very 
poor conditions are observed. The general indicator of 
vegetation conditions provided below is the relative difference 
between the NDVI for December 2010 and the average of the 
last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived from 
the Cropland Use Intensity dataset (USGS, 1988).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Maize - Sorghum

Growing Rice - Millet

Harvesting Teff

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Heavy early season rains across southern Mozambique have 
created favourable conditions for ongoing cropping activities. 
However, in the Zambezi basin, forecasts of excessive and 
heavy rains will probably result in flooding through December 
until April/May 2011. Risks of tropical storms and cyclones are 
likely to disrupt crop production, displace people, and local 
livelihoods.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 6929 7619 7723

Total outside the country 907 890 145

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-12-05 Manica 
Province

1/3

Earthquake 2009-05-16 Tete 1/3

Flood 2010-02-22 Sofala 2/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

The 2010 maize production was estimated at around 1.9 million 
tonnes, 3% lower than the 2009 record output, but still well 
above the average (1,6 mln T). Total 2010 production was at 
2,5 mln tonnes, 5% less than the 2009 production (2,6 mln T) 
but 12% above five year average (2,2 mln T). Import 
requirements for 2010/11 marketing year were higher at 
933,000T compared to 976,000T in 2009 and 931,000T for the 
five year average.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

To enhance agricultural productivity and profitability of 
smallholder farms the Government has put in place a voucher 
system for agricultural input distribution and it also promoted 
the Sustainable Irrigation Development Project (PROIRRI) to 
improve irrigation schemes along the Beira Corridor.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Agricultural input distribution; Irrigation 
system.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Southern Africa Flood Update (as at 02 February 2011)
UNDERNUTRITION: WHAT WORKS? A review of policy and pra...
CATASTROPHES NATURELLES: Comment sauver des gens d'une...
Southern Africa Floods Situation Update# 3
Repatriation Fact Sheet (Democratic Republic of Congo)...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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The Programme on Linkin Information and Decision Making to Improve Food Security is funded by 
the European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

* For a further analysis of prices in Mozambique please see: Annex
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