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I. Humanitarian Situation Overview 

The humanitarian situation has not changed 
substantially since July. Humanitarian agencies 
are focusing on the emergency response to the 
flash flooding that has affected parts of 
Afghanistan since the beginning of August. 

The floods affected approximately 200,000 
people, according to the Afghan National 
Disaster Management Authority (ANDMA), 
inter-agency assessments and individual 
agency assessments. The humanitarian 
situation remains fragile, as people’s livelihoods 
and shelter were destroyed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANDMA estimates there were 191 casualties 
countrywide. The Government and the 
humanitarian community responded by 
providing search-and-rescue services, food 
relief, non-food items (NFIs), medical care and 
emergency shelter. The Government provided 
AFS10,000 (US$1,800) in compensation to 27 
families who had a family member killed by the 
floods (six in Langman, 21 in Kapisa). All 191 
affected families will receive the same amount, 
providing the Government receives necessary 
donor funding. There have been no 
considerable gaps in the flood response, but 
early recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction 

will become medium- and long-term challenges 
for the Government. 
 
The devastating floods in Pakistan have had a 
negative impact in Afghanistan. During the 
reporting period, food commodity price 
increases have been reported in the eastern 
region of Afghanistan. Price increases  are 
affecting Peshawar and the supply route has 
been disrupted by devastating ongoing floods in 
Pakistan. 
 
UNHCR reports an increased number of Afghan 
voluntary returns from Pakistan. Some are due 
to the floods that have destroyed some Afghan 
settlements in Pakistan. An average of 432 
Aghans are returning per day, compared with a 
daily average of 264 during the same period in 
2009. The number of Afghans who have 
voluntarily returned with UNHCR assistance in 
2010 is 97,145. The number of deportees in 
2010 has reached 210,861 individuals. This 
represents a decrease of 11 per cent compared 
with the same period last year. 
 
According to UNHCR, 4,757 individuals have 
been deported from Iran via the Islam Qala 
crossing point between 15 and 21 August. This 
is a 29 per cent decrease compared with the 
same period last year. Among them, 45 
individuals were unaccompanied minors and 
100 individuals (families, documented 
holders/claimants and singles with specific 
needs). Upon return, they received assistance 
from UNHCR and IOM. UNHCR has initiated 
special-assistance contingency measures for 
the increased Afghan returns from Pakistan. 
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Key Points 
 UNHCR is assisting an average of 432 Afghan returnees per day, compared with 

264 per day in 2009 
 Early recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction work has commenced following 

flash floods 
 Conflict-induced displacements continue to dominate humanitarian challenges 
 Limited HAP funding continues to undermine humanitarian efforts 

 

Destruction in Jalriz district
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The funding status of the Humanitarian Action 
Plan (HAP) has not changed since July. Limited 
funding for critical sectors such as health and 
WASH could undermine agency efforts in the 
flood response. 
 

II. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

Nutrition 

The Nutrition Cluster has been supporting the 
provision of high-energy biscuits to flood-
affected families. The cluster continues to 
monitor the nutrition situation, particularly infant 
and young child feeding or breast feeding in 
flood-affected areas. 

A Training of Trainers on acute malnutrition has 
been completed at the national level. Regional 
trainings are being planned. 

 

WASH  

In response to the floods, the cluster has 
tankered safe drinking water and provided 
chlorine and aqua tablets to the north, central 
and eastern regions. For the immediate 
response, the cluster has provided 102 hygiene 
kits, 6,000 jerry cans, over 2,000 plastic 
buckets and collapsible water tanks in Kapisa 
province. 
 
Starting in the eastern areas, the cluster has 
initiated flood damage assessments to 
determine the extent of water point damages. A 
global WASH assessment tool is being used for 
data collection. As an ongoing activity, regional 
WASH clusters are being established in all 
provinces. 
 

Protection 

A joint inter-agency Kandahar contingency plan 
for possible population displacement is being 
considered for revision (they are considering 
to revise it). The plan envisages a worst-case 
scenario of 60,000 people being displaced due 
to conflict.  

According to the Afghan Red Crescent Society 
(ARCS), 197 families from Dilshad, Boika, Taza  

laqai, Khalbad and Khaton Qala villages have 
been displaced by conflict. They are 
accommodated at the Spenzar compound and 
Basus areas of Iman Sahib district of Kunduz 
province. ARCS has responded with food 
packages. Further gaps are yet to be 
established. 

The Protection Cluster has worked with OCHA 
to develop management procedures of the 
Protection Cluster Web page.  

In consultation with and supported by the 
Global Protection Cluster, the Afghan 
Protection Cluster (APC) has finalized its Terms 
of Reference. The APC workplan has been 
finalized for implementation by all APC 
members.  

Internal Displacement 

A total of 98,462 people are estimated to have 
been internally displaced by conflict between 
June 2009 and July 2010. The largest 
displacement of those people occurred in 
Helmand and Badghis. Faryab, Farah and 
Khost are the main places of origin of conflict-
induced IDPs in the past year. Herat, Nimroz 
and Ghor provinces are also considered 
primary places for refugees. As of end of July, 
the estimated number of IDPs is 292,356. . 
There are 33 per cent in the south, 30 per cent 
in the west and 27 per cent in the east.  

Counter-insurgency operations in June and July 
resulted in internal displacement from 
Marawara District in the Kunar Province. 
UNHCR and WFP completed distributions of 
NFIs and food to 230 families at Marawara 
District Headquarters. 
 
The IDP Task Force (TF) met in Kandahar on 
16 August. It noted that IDP representatives 
from Arghandab claim displacement to 
Kandahar city through late July and early 
August. The TF members agreed to initiate 
assessment of those displaced within the city. 
Pre-positioning of food and NFI assistance is 
being facilitated in Kandahar city. Of the 60 
families assessed, immediate needs are for 
potable water, food and shelter. Further details 
of the Protection Cluster’s activities will be 
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shared at the next meeting scheduled for 1 
September.  
 

Health 

WHO is working with the Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH), NGOs, ANDMA and other 
related sectors (disease, early warning system, 
nutrition, food, shelter and WASH) on flood 
damage assessments and coordinating the 
response. The main health threats include 
waterborne and vectorborne diseases 
(diarrhoea, typhoid fever, hepatitis A and E, 
malaria, acute respiratory infection and 
measles). This is due to exposure, and lack of 
access to safe drinking water and appropriate 
nutrition and shelter. 
  
The Basic Package of Health Services (BPHS) 
NGOs working in affected provinces are 
covering immediate health needs, with support 
from MoPH, WHO, UNICEF and UNFPA.  
 
To help BPHS and NGOs cope with the 
additional caseload and health risks, the MoPH, 
WHO and UNICEF provided the necessary 
medical supplies. They also pre-positioned 
more supplies in central, eastern and southern 
regions of Afghanistan.  
 
WHO has distributed 14 diarrhoea disease kits, 
360 inter-agency emergency health kit (IEH) 
kits, one trauma kit, 10 pneumonia kits and 
other medical products to organizations 
including MoPH, Aid Medical International, 
Swedish Committee for Afghanistan, Health Net 
International, International Medical Corps and 
Sanayee Development Organization. These 
supplies can cover the immediate health needs 
of 100,000 people for one month. WHO pre-
positioned 27 diarrhoeal kits, six trauma kits 
and 115 IEH kits in flood-affected regions. Four 
cholera kits were distributed in Wardak district 
by the MoPH emergency preparedness and 
response department. 
 
In flood-affected districts, three acute watery 
diarrhoea outbreaks have been investigated by 
provincial public health directorate, disease 
early warning systems and BPHS NGOs. In 
Kunar province, the outbreak was simple 

diarrhoea. In Nangarhar and Ghazni, the cases 
were confirmed as cholera outbreaks. More 
than 200 people with severe cases were 
hospitalized and treated, and control measures 
implemented. The cholera outbreaks are 
contained.  
 
An outbreak of acute bloody diarrhoea is under 
investigation in Salam Khil district, Sorob village 
(flood affected), Kabul Province. So far, 52 
cases have been treated and control measures 
are being implemented (chlorination of 
contaminated wells and health education).  
 

Food Security and Agriculture Cluster (FSAC) 

In response to floods that have affected eastern 
and central Afghanistan, WFP is distributing 
food rations to victims in eight provinces, and 
some districts in the north and south.  Between 
1 and 24 August, WFP provided around 2,200 
metric tons of food to over 54,000 flood-affected 
people. Families are expected to receive 
emergency food rations for three months. 
Assessments of flood-affected areas are 
ongoing.  
 
FAO plans to conduct in-depth assessments to 
determine seed and fertilizer needs, prioritizing 
flood-affected areas. The assessments and 
planning are in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 
 

III. Humanitarian Financing 

For analysis of HAP 2010 funding, see the 
Financial Tracking System 
(www.reliefweb.int/fts) or the OCHA 
Afghanistan website 
(http:ochaonline.un.org/afghanistan). 

IV. Coordination 

For coordination meetings, please refer to the 
meeting calendar on the OCHA 
website:http:ochaonline.un.org/afghanistan 

For more information, please visit: 
www.ochaonline.un.org/afghanistan 

To be added or deleted from this mailing list, 
please e-mail Pios Ncube at ncube2@un.org 
and copy gonzalezdelahoz@un.org 
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rogers2@un.org, +93 (0)795878714 

Pios Ncube HAO Reports, OCHA Afghanistan 
ncube2@un.org, +93 (0)793001122 

Farhad Movahed, Desk Officer, OCHA NY 
movahed@un.org, +1 917 367 2658 

Elisabeth Byrs, Spokesperson, OCHA Geneva 
byrs@un.org, +41 22 917 26 53  

Stephanie Bunker, Spokesperson, OCHA NY 
bunker@un.org, +1 917 367 5126 


