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 The situation in Pakistan has further deteriorated. General President Musharraf is facing increasing internal 
pressure on the one side, from opposition parties and lawyers over the suspension of the Chief Justice (CJ) Iftikhar M. 
Chaudhry in March, and from the other side, militant Islamists over his pro-American, “anti-terrorism” campaign 
within Pakistan.Country-wide protests by lawyers and opposition parties have sustained while the Supreme Court 
continues to hold hearings over petitions filed against the suspension of the CJ by President Musharraf. The CJ 
managed to gather large crowds of cheering followers while travelling in several convoys from Islamabad to Lahore 
and other parts of Punjab province and Abbottabad city of North West Frontier Province (NWFP) in May and June. On 
12 May, the CJ flew to Karachi to address a lawyers’ convention but was stranded at the airport as members of the 
Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM) (dominant political force in Karachi mostly made up of Mohajirs, immigrants from 
India after partition) had blocked the road from the airport to the city. Meanwhile, members of the pro-government 
MQM clashed with political opponents rallying against the suspension of the CJ in Karachi. Despite the presence of 
around 18,000 paramilitary troops and police in the city, 41 people died in ensuing clashes on 12 and 13 May. Most of 
those who died were members of the Pashtun-dominated Awami National Party, the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), 
and the religious alliance Mutthahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), although a few members of the MQM were also killed. 
The events in Karachi were followed by country-wide strikes and boycotts called by the opposition parties. Few 
attempts have been made so far to investigate the killings, to arrest the perpetrators and to hold them accountable. 
The internal crisis over the suspension of the CJ has also brought about government curbs on the media. An ordinance 
which was issued by the president on 4 June, to allow the electronic media regulatory authority to seal offices of 
television and radio stations, and to suspend operating licenses, was eventually withdrawn due to widespread 
criticism. The fall-out of the government with the judiciary also saw an assassination attempt against the CJ’s lawyer 
and the murder of his deputy registrar by alleged burglars on 14 May.  

  The stand-off between the Pakistani government and the Red Mosque (Lal Masjid) in Islamabad, which has 
been going on for several months, escalated on 3 July when security forces started clashing with militant students 
near Lal Masjid. The following days saw a siege of government forces of Lal Masjid and its adjoining madrassas, and 
intensive fighting between militant students and security forces, in which over 21 people were killed. On 4 July, the 
security forces arrested one of the brothers leading the mosque, Maulana Abdul Aziz, when he was trying to escape in 
a burqa. After the government’s futile attempts to resolve the conflict through negotiations and the mosque’s 
leadership’s refusal to surrender, the government finally opted for a forceful crack-down on 10/11 July. According to a 
military spokesman, at least 75 Islamists and 11 soldiers were killed in the fighting, although the actual number of 
fatalities is expected to be much higher. Among the dead was the deputy mosque leader Maulana Abdul Rashid 
Ghazi, brother of Maulana Abdul Aziz. Over 1200 people including male and female students had fled the complex 
between 3 and 10 July; the fate of several women and children reportedly held as “hostages” inside the mosque 
remains uncertain. Over the past months, the students of the Lal Masjid had been heading an anti-vice campaign in 
Islamabad and called for the introduction of Islamic courts and sharia (Islamic law) in the city. On the one hand, 
Musharraf emerged as a winner with the successful clearing of Lal Masjid, and was able to prove to the West that he 
was determined to fight Islamic extremism. The PPP and the MQM also publicly backed the president’s move. On the 
other hand, the government action against the militants in Lal Masjid is viewed as a provocation to militant anti-
American Islamists in the NWFP and the tribal areas bordering Afghanistan, who maintain close links with the Lal 
Masjid leadership. Even the more moderate six-party religious alliance MMA protested against the president’s move 
against Lal Masjid. The Lal Masjid events might hence incite further violence from these camps against the Pakistani 
establishment; the attempt to shoot down the president’s plane in Rawalpindi on 6 July and the killing of three 
Chinese nationals on 8 July have to be seen in that light. The president’s decision to crack down on Lal Masjid by 
force might have been triggered by the temporary kidnapping of several Chinese workers accused of running a 
brothel by Lal Masjid students on 23 June – a move which had put President Musharraf in an embarrassing position 
towards its major partner,China. However, the exact motives of the forceful action by the government, the contents of 
the negotiations between the government and the mosque leadership, the actual role played by Ghazi and Aziz, the 
involvement of the Pakistani intelligence service and the alleged presence of “dangerous militants” (e.g. al Qaeda 
fighters) inside the mosque remain subject to wide speculations. 

  The US stays supportive of Musharraf’s regime and sent three top officials to meet the president in June. 
Although the democratization agenda was not a top priority to these officials, it appears that their visit has led to a 
change in the presidents’ endeavor to stay in power. It now seems that the president is intending to hold elections in 
September/October 2007 and that he will try to be re-elected by the new rather than the incumbent assemblies. Some 
analysts say that for the president to achieve an electoral victory, he would either have to rig the elections or strike a 
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deal with the exiled PPP leader, Bhenazir Bhutto. Rumors of such a deal persist, although the bloody events of Karachi 
on 12 May would appear to have weakened the prospects for such an alliance. The pro-democracy opposition parties 
are still caught up in internal frictions, and even in light of the crisis over the suspension of the CJ have failed to form 
a common front. An all party conference of opposition parties in London on 8/9 July did nothing more than reiterate 
the rather vague agenda of the Alliance for the Restoration of Democracy (ARD). Both the PPP and the Pakistan 
Muslim League of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif have filed separate petitions with the Supreme Court 
challenging the draft electoral rolls prepared by the Election Commission, claiming there were irregularities in the 
process of registration (nearly 20 million voters were allegedly dropped since 2002). The Election Commission argues 
that the decline in registered voters is caused by legal amendments to electoral laws which have introduced stricter 
rules for registration.  

  Relations with India remain stable and peace talks continue. At the same time, Britain’s decision in June to 
confer knighthood to author Salman Rushdie has caused a broad wave of protests in Pakistan. Both, the national and 
provincial assemblies condemned the move and the Minister for Religious Affairs, Ejaz-ul-Haq, stated that suicide 
bombers would be justified to avenge the insult. Following British protests, the minister later recanted. Relations with 
Afghanistan remain tense and were further tainted by border clashes between Pakistani and Afghani forces in Paktia 
Province, Afghanistan on 13/14 May, in which at least 12 people (including one ISAF soldier) were killed. However, 
work on the joint tribal peace jirga between the two countries continues and the first jirga meeting is scheduled to be 
held in Kabul in August. 

 

 Armed attacks against government infrastructure by Baloch insurgents fighting for greater rights in their 
province have continued unabated. The government’s response to this insurgency is primarily military in nature, in 
addition to attempts to bring development to the region. 
 A cyclone, heavy rains and floods in Sindh and Balochistan provinces in June have caused at least 245 deaths 
and made over 2 million persons homeless. Large numbers of people (particularly from the poor) died as parts of 
these thunder storms in the city of Karachi. The domestic power shortage has risen to the level of around 18% of the 
demand during the month of June. Several riots broke out in Karachi after power broke down for many hours. 

  Due to slower growth in the services sector and private consumption, economic growth is expected to fall by 
around 1% in the next year (currently it stands at 6.9%). Pakistan is also expected to strengthen economic ties with 
China to reduce its dependency on the US. 

 

 “Talibanization”, militancy and Islamic extremism in the NWFP, the tribal areas of the Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas (FATA) and certain areas of Balochistan are further spreading and turning into a potential national threat. 
Particularly North Waziristan and the towns of Tank, Bannu, Hangu, Dera Ismail Khan, Charsadda and Peshawar have 
seen a spate of violent incidents. On 15 May a suicide attacker detonated a bomb in a hotel/restaurant in Peshawar 
killing over 25 people. The blast is likely to be an act of revenge against the recent killing of Taliban commander 
Mullah Dadullah. Although the North Waziristan peace agreement signed in September 2006 still holds, it remains 
fragile, with the sub-district of Mirali emerging as a hub of militant activity. In the first week of July, the army started 
redeploying soldiers to checkpoints vacated after the peace agreement in response to several attacks on security 
forces and assassinations of alleged US spies by militants. In Malakand, Bajaur and other areas of the government are 
increasingly worried about the rejuvenation of the banned militant group Tehrik-i-Nifaz Shariat-i-Mohammadi (TNSM) 
and the activities of other jihadi outfits. An alleged US attack on a “terrorist camp” in Dattakhel, North Waziristan, on 
19 June killed around 34 persons. More civilians were reportedly killed when artillery firing and mortar shells by US 
coalition forces in bordering Afghanistan hit Pakistani ground in North and South Waziristan on 22/23 June.  

 

 The unfolding of the Lal Masjid crisis will primarily depend on whether the government is intending to crack-
down harder on Islamic extremists or whether this will remain an isolated event. Public opinion will largely be shaped 
by the amount of fatalities, and the number of women and children among them. In any case, US attacks on Pakistani 
soil and the Lal Masjid stand-off might trigger additional open clashes between militant extremists (e.g. the TNSM) 
and the state in NWFP and FATA (particularly in Swat and Bajaur), and the North Waziristan and Bajaur peace deals 
might eventually collapse. Following the all-party conference in London, there are signs of PPP leader Benazir Bhutto 
and the religious JUI-F leader Maulana Fazlur Rehman having second thoughts about the ARD. Internal instability will 
remain high as government and opposition forces intensify their power struggle vis-à-vis the general election to be 
held in autumn or spring. While the declaration of a state of emergency is rather unlikely, the president is expected to 
announce the date of the elections any time soon. 


