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Current issues 

$ 460 million plunge in Tajikistan’s income  

According to media reports, Ghulomjon Bobozoda, 

Minister of Economic Development and Trade, said 

that Tajikistan’s income had dropped by $ 460 

million over the first eight months of this year 

compared to last year, due to a drop in the prices 

and the demand for the country’s primary export 

commodities. The Minister pointed out that the 

prices of aluminum and cotton fiber fell by 46 % and 

19 % respectively over this period, and exports were 

reduced by 43 % compared to the same period of 

last year. 

He added that the shrinking demand for migrant 

labor outside the country, another consequence of 

the global economic and financial crisis, had 

resulted in a 35 % decrease of remittances to 

Tajikistan over the first seven months of 2009. 

Early freeze hits potatoes in Rasht valley 

An early freeze hit several jamoats in Jirgatol, 

Tajikabad and Rasht districts, Rasht valley, on 10 

September. Harsh winds blowing down from the 

mountains literally froze potato plants, putting an 

end to the growing season for the tubers. Farmers 

expect to harvest only half of the usual 20 to 25 tons 

yield of one hectare. The damaged potatoes are still 

edible but can not be stored or used for seeds. 

Next to the hundreds of hectares of potatoes frozen, 

wheat, maize and vegetable crops also suffered 

from the adverse weather conditions. The 

Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil 

Defense (CoES) is conducting an assessment to 

establish the full extent of the damage and the 

potential need for assistance of the affected 

farmers’ families. 

For more information: cedric.charpentier@wfp.org
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Response activities 

11,000 sensitized on diarrhea prevention

As rates of disease linked to a lack of hygiene

typically go up in summer, the NGO MercyCorps

has been raising awareness and transmitting skills

on diarrhea prevention through a network of

Community Education Volunteers in Sughd province

and Rasht valley in the north of the country. Infants

and young children are particularly at risk of

dehydration and illness caused by unsafe water and

latrines, and insufficient hygiene routines.

Between July and September, the volunteers and

health workers received training on disease

transmission routes and preventative measures, the 

danger signs of diarrhea, the preparation of Oral 

Rehydration Salts, and the referral of cases to

health centers. Female volunteers then passed on

the acquired knowledge targeting caretakers and

mothers-in-law, while the trained men conducted

training sessions in mosques.

Community Education Volunteers of Tagoba Jamoat | MercyCorps

Close to 300 volunteers, 153 in Rasht valley and

140 in Sughd, were trained over the past months. A

quarter of them were men. In turn, by the end of

August, they had sensitized 11,000 community

members on good hygiene practices and treatment

of diarrhea.

In addition to these preventative measures, mothers

and children in Rasht valley vulnerable to food

insecurity receive food rations twice a year, while

the women also participate in agricultural training.
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The projects are supported by the United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID) and 

the Swedish International Development Agency

(SIDA).

For more information: bwesterman@tj.mercycorps.org

3,000 children at risk in school

The spring floods and mudflows damaged and 

destroyed 70 schools in Tajikistan, predominantly in 

the southern province of Khatlon. As a result, in 

September 3,000 children could not return to the 

school they previously attended.  

The 500 schoolchildren resettled in Oftobak and 

Shohrukh in Khuroson district are now enrolled in 

schools in neighboring villages. These schools are 

far away from the children’s homes and do not have 

desks, chairs or learning materials for the additional 

pupils. The newcomers have no proper clothes or 

school books and are attending classes while 

standing for up to five hours. The provincial 

Government allotted land in Shohrukh for a new 

school, but construction has not yet started due to a 

lack of resources. 

Education authorities in Rudaki district, where three 

schools were destroyed by floods, and in southern 

Qumsangir, struck by smaller mudslides, face 

similar challenges in providing adequate learning 

conditions for the affected children. In Qumsangir, 

seven schools with close to 2,000 pupils and 100 

teachers are operating in makeshift premises, such 

as tents and offices, or continue to function even 

though they are judged dangerous by assessment 

teams. The walls of these schools have cracks and 

are unstable; even a minor earthquake would make 

them collapse on the children.  

The reconstruction of all these schools constitutes 

the core of the education sector plan of the REACT 

Early Recovery Appeal. However, of the $ 2.6 

million required to do this, only a fraction was 

received, enough to provide temporary school tents 

and equipment and reconstruct one school for 100 

children in Kuhistoni Mastchoh district. The new 

school will also serve as a safe haven for 

evacuation in the event of a disaster. The project is 

currently being implemented by the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

For more information: zmurodova@savechildren.org

or asmeby@unicef.org

390,000 people still severely food insecure 

The food security survey conducted by the World 

Food Programme (WFP) and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) in July found that an estimated 

390,000 people, about 9 % of the rural population, 

remain severely food insecure. Compared to the 

May survey results, the extent of food insecurity in 

Tajikistan remains the same, in spite of the last data 

being collected during the harvest season.   

Half of the food insecurity is linked to chronic 

vulnerability, while the other half is explained by 

shocks, particularly the spring disasters which 

caused the destruction and failure of crops in places 

like Khuroson and Jirgatol districts. The economic 

crisis, resulting in loss of employment and a 

decrease in remittances, also hampers households’ 

access to food. 

Further deterioration of the situation was prevented 

thanks to a good harvest of wheat, vegetables and 

fruits and to assistance provided by WFP and 

partners to affected households. The food security 

bulletin of September 2009, containing the detailed 

results, analysis and recommendations of the 

survey, can be downloaded from:  

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/docu

ments/ena/wfp208031.pdf

_________________________________________ 

Contact us: React Secretariat in Dushanbe  
react.dushanbe@undp.org | (+992 47) 441 07 37 | www.untj.org
37/1 Bokhtar Street, VEFA Center 6th floor, Dushanbe, Tajikistan 

2


