
Emergency Preparedness Forum of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation started on 29 May
2012 

The third meeting of the Working Group took place in the building of “Akademia tennisa” with
participation of foreign specialists in the area of emergency management from 43 countries.

The forum discussed questions about the development of cooperation between members of the
Emergency Preparedness Working Group and their interaction with other Working Groups and
non-APEC economies.

Rafis Khabibullin, Minister for Civil Defense and Emergency Situations of Republic of Tatarstan
on behalf of the hosting party made an opening statement on behalf of the leadership and
government of Tatarstan Republic. He noted that Tatarstan with its 4-million population is one of
the leading regions of Russia in socio and economic development. Tatarstan with its developed
infrastructure has the unique geographical position – on the border of Europe and Asia, that is
why this International forum in Kazan is not a coincidence.

The objective of this forum is to establish relations not only within APEC, but with other Working
groups and non-APEC economies. Analysis of recent emergency situations in Asia-Pacific
region shows the increase not only in scale of emergency situations, but in the number of human
victims, which prevents economic development of the region’s countries and has negative effects
on trading relations.

Considering this, the efforts to step up practical interaction of APEC economies in the area of
human security become even more urgent. Disasters don’t know the borders, therefore in case of
global disaster it is important to establish cooperation between emergency service not only within
the country, but outside it as well. The participants also discussed the problem of anomalous
floods as the modern threat in APEC region, risk mitigation and prevention of earthquakes,
disaster resistance and many others.

One of the prospective areas of practical cooperation is consolidation of potential of emergency
humanitarian response in APEC by civil emergency services through development of national
crisis management centers. In future these centers might be united in a single regional network in
order to ensure quick exchange of information and more efficient coordination of actions during
large-scale disasters in the region.

Last year in San Francisco, at the similar meeting of APEC Working group Russia raised the
issue of anti-crisis management. And recently has become vital for emergency agencies of
Russia’s EMERCOM and territorial bodies in the subjects of the Russian federation.

At present it is necessary to discuss the problems of crisis management starting with EMERCOM
National Emergency Management Center (NEMC), EMC in the country’s subjects and finishing
with Single Duty Dispatcher Services. When this link works from top to the bottom, we will have
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the top-level response, - said Tatarstan’s Minister Rafis Khabibullin. – Within the Forum we will
visit the Emergency Management Center of Republic of Tatarstan. Cooperation of emergency
services and agencies should take place not only within APEC, but between services and
agencies in the whole world, this Forum is another stage to discuss all these issues.

Consolidated efforts of member economies will ensure methodological and technical support to
the national crisis management centers, establishing of contact and communication channels for
cooperation of the centers, emergency monitoring and forecast services, building within APEC a
segment of a global network of crisis management centers and enhancing of specialized
scientific and technical cooperation.

To implement this initiative, EMERCOM of Russia offers its partners in APEC to share expertise
and the best practices in organizing the activity of crisis management centers in APEC, to work
out joint recommendations to improve their equipment and to formulate the action plan to build a
network of national crisis management center in APEC region.

In its turn, EMERCOM of Russia has arranged researches to study and sum up the experience in
creating and operating crisis management centers in APEC member economies based on polls
among the member economies.

Studied and generalized experience in creating and operating crisis management centers will
allow APEC partners to start working out recommendations to improve equipment of the crisis
centers in APEC region. It is suggested to submit these recommendations for approval at 6th

APEC Senior Disaster Management Officials Forum on 8-10 October 2012 in Vladivostok.
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